@he Baily Star

BUSI

[

= ‘

DHAKA TUESDAY NOVEMBER 5, 2002

ASEAN signs tourism pact
easing travel restrictions

AFP, Phnom Penh

Southeast Asian leaders signed a
tourism agreement Monday at their
annual summit here to allow easier
travel within their 10 countries and
open up their air services sectors.

The agreement among the
Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN) recognised the
importance of tourism as a top
money spinner for the region and
the need to make it more efficient
and competitive, according to a
statement issued after the signing
ceremony here.

The "framework agreement on

ASEAN cooperation on tourism"
was adopted as the leaders of the
10-member grouping began talks
on a series of critical issues, includ-
ing terrorism, security and trade.

Tourism in the region slumped
after the Bali terrorist attack last
month killed more than 190 people,
mostly foreigners on holiday, lead-
ing to travel advisories by mainly
Western governments warning
their citizens to keep away from the
region.

"Tourism plays a strategic role in
generating economic growth, and
also promotes ASEAN's diverse
social, cultural and historical heri-

tage," said host Cambodian Prime
Minister Hun Sen in his opening
remarks at the meeting.

He said tourism had demon-
strated its economic power by
supporting the rapid recovery of
some ASEAN economies from the
Asian financial crisis in 1997-1998
that plunged the region into its
worst recession.

The tourism agreement pro-
vides for extending visa-exemption
arrangements and phasing out
travel levies and taxes for ASEAN
nationals while harmonising visa
procedures for international travel-
lers.

It also encourages the use of
"smart" cards for business and
frequent travellers from ASEAN
member states, as well as other
more efficient procedures for those
outside the region.

ASEAN, comprising Brunei,
Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos,
Malaysia, Myanmar, the

Philippines, Singapore, Thailand
and Vietnam, also agreed "to ease
the process of issuing travel docu-
ments and progressively reduce all
trade barriers" restricting the
growth of the tourism industry.

PHOTO: QATAR AIRWAYS
Melroy Sequeria, regional sales coordinator of Qatar Airways- Doha, Shamshad Ahsan, area manager-Bangladesh of
Qatar Airways, Taufiq Uddin Ahmed, chief executive officer, Ahmed Yusuf Walid, managing director, and Roche
Randolf, director of Oryx Aviation Ltd, are seen with top agents of Qatar Airways at its annual award evening held in
the city recently.
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Ishtiaque Ahmed Chowdhury, senior vice-president of Al-Baraka Bank Bangladesh Limited, and A H M Nurul Huda,
company secretary of DESCO, sign an agreement on collecting electricity bill held at the DESCO boardroom in the
city on Saturday. Among others, Md. Imamul Hoque, deputy managing director, and Md. Yeamin, assistant vice-
president of Al-Baraka Bank Bangladesh Limited, Saleh Ahmed, managing director, Monzur Rahman, director (Tech-
nical) and Showkat Hossain, director (Finance) of DESCO are also seen in the picture.

Qatar Airways
honours its
top agents

Qatar Airways held its Annual Award
Evening at Gulshan National
Shooting Complex in the city
recently to honour its top agents in
Bangladesh, says a press release.

Melroy Sequeria, Regional Sales
Coordinator, Qatar Airways, Doha,
gave away the awards while Qatar
Airways Area Manager-
Bangladesh Shamshad Ahsan, was
the chief host of this function. CEO
of Oryx Aviation Ltd Taufig Uddin
Ahmed, Managing Director Ahmed
Yusuf Walid and Director Roche
Randolf were present.

About 200 guests including top
agents -- 10 from Dhaka and five
each from Chittagong and Sylhet
were also present on the occasion.

The airlines' top ten travel agents
from Dhaka are Oryx Aviation Ltd,
Air Trip International Ltd, Kazi Air
International (Pvt) Ltd, Baridhara
Overseas, Grand Media Tours and
Travels, Sami Overseas, Nasser Air
Travel and Tours, Beacon Travel
International Limited, Zoom Travels
Ltd and Win International.

Top five travel agents from
Chittagong are three Star Travels,
Air Bangla International Ltd, Jogajog
Tours and Travels, Concorde
International and Chittagong Air
Express while top five travel agents
from Sylhet are Masud Travels,
Asha Travels, Taj Overseas, Al-
Monsur Air Service and Shiper Air
Service.
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SHIPPING

Chittagong port

Berth position and performance of vessels as on 4.1

1.2002

Berth  Name of vessels Cargo L Port Local  Date of Lea-  Import
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expressed herein.

generally available to the public from sources believed to be reliable. While all reasonable care has
been taken in its preparation no responsibility or liability is accepted for errors of fact or any opinion

The above are shipping position and performance of vessels at Chittagong Port as per berthing sheet

of CPA supplied by HRC Group, Dhaka.
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