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RECOMMENDATIONS

Solo painting

November 01-07

Artist Rebecca Sultana Moly holds
her first solo exhibition at Zainul
Gallery in the Fine Arts Institute in
the city. The show is open daily from
11:00a.m. t08:00 p.m.

Shelu Barua's Solo
Concert

November 04

Vocalist Shelu Barua performs a
solo musical concert, 'Nil Dhrubo
Tara' at Engineer's Institution
Auditorium in the city. Palli Baul
Samaj Unnayan Sangstha is
organizing Shelu's Concert. Most of
his earlier solo concerts were
staged at Hotel Sheraton
BallRoom, earlier. The concert will
startat6p.m.

THE KALIMA TAYEBA

November 01-15

Entitled, 'The Kalima Tayeba', a
painting exhibition of eminent artist
Murtaza Baseer begins at the
gallery of Bangladesh Shilpakala
Academy in the city and remains
open every day from 11:00 a.m. to
7:00 p.m. and during Ramadan till
4:00p.m.

Solo art exhibition

October 29 November 07

Painter Javed Jalil hosts a 10-day
solo exhibition titled, 'BLACK LINE',
at Shilpangan gallery (R # 5, Hse #
25, Dhanmondi R/A.) in the city that
has been inaugurated by Andre
Raynouard, Cultural Counsellor of
French Embassy in Bangladesh.
Special guests cartoonist Shishir
Bhattacharya and noted art and
drama critic, also an internationally
reputed playwright, Syed Ahmed
spoke on the inaugural ceremony
that was held at the venue on
October 29 evening. The exhibition
remains open to the visitors from
10:00a.m. t0 8:00 p.m. everyday.

Japanese Doll
exhibition

October 29 November 9

A Japanese doll show takes place
atthe Bangladesh Shishu Academy
premises in observance of the
ongoing Japan month in
Bangladesh. The exhibition
remains open from 11:00 a.m. to
6:00 p.m. every day while during
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Art for humanity

ICCDR,B: Centre for Health and Population Research held a silent auction of paintings and artworks by eminent senior
and young artists of the country for its Hospital Endowment Fund to maintain treatment cost of the hospital's patients

HARUN UR RASHID

N the rooftop pavilion of the
Sasakawa Auditorium at
the ICDDR,B premises, a
huge collection of beautiful paint-
ings has been on display for silent
bidding of interested art connois-
seurs of the country since Novem-
ber 1. With a mission 'to develop and
disseminate solutions to major
health and population problems,
with emphasis on simple and cost-
effective methods of prevention and
management’, the ICDDR,B has
arranged the five-day exhibition and
silent auction of paintings and
artworks to raise funds for the
promotion of its Hospital Endow-
ment Fund (HEF). Sponsored by
Duncan Brothers (Bangladesh)
Limited, this is ICDDR,B's second
such drive. The first auction to raise
funds for the HEF was held in 2001.
The event aims to enable the
Hospital to provide stability to its
healthcare services to patients with
diarrhoea and related diseases.
Professor Barkat-e-Khuda, Acting
Director of ICDDR,B, welcomed
everyone at the exhibition and the
auction. H. E. Borje Mattson,
Ambassador, Embassy of Sweden,
Professor Ricardo Uauy Dagach,
Chairperson of ICDDR,B Board of
Trustees, participating artists and
distinguished guests attended the
inaugural ceremony of the exhibi-
tion auction. Vivienne Thorpe, the
Chairperson of HEF, thanked the
audience for attending the function.
The Hospital Endowment Fund
of ICDDR,B is 'a life-saving invest-
ment' for around ten thousand
patients affected with deadly dis-
eases like pneumonia, diarrhoea,
and other diseases of malnutrition.
The Cholera Hospital at Mohakhali,
as it is popularly known, serves
thousands of patients of these
diseases every month, and it has a
success rate of more than 99.5
percent. This achievement in treat-
ing diarrhoeal diseases has brought
ICDDR,B world recognition and the
Hospital won the First Gates Award
for Global Health in 2001.
The HEF was established in
1991 with a contribution of US$

Wild Horses (sculpture) by Mukul Muksuddin

Beaten copper sheet
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Equation by Zonayed Mostafa Chowdhury

Wood-cut

first contribution having come froma
Bangladeshi. Since then business
firms, philanthropists, foreigners,
entrepreneurs, and even the
patients have contributed to this
permanent fund. With a sound
investment strategy of the HEF
Board of Governors, the Fund has
raised an amount of US$ 5.6 million.
Patients who come to the Cholera
Hospital get free treatment of oral
rehydration solution, intravenous
fluids, antibiotics, accurate diagno-
sis, nourishing meals, nutritional
guidance, and practical guidelines
to remain healthy after they go back
home; the cost of treatment, how-
ever, is met up with the money from
the Fund. Thus the hospital saves

lives at minimal cost.

Forty-nine artists have donated a
total of ninety-one art pieces for the
auction. The artists include the
senior most artists like Mohammed
Kibria and Aminul Islam, as well as
the young generation painters like
Sarkar Nahid Niazi, Kazi Sayed
Ahmed, Firoze Mahmud, and
Zonayed Mostafa Chowdhury. Ten
renowned female artists are also
displaying their works. The works
have been done in different media
including oil, acrylic, water colour,
wood-cut, tempera, collage, vegeta-
ble dye, print, etching, lithograph,
ink-wash, drawing, and mixed
media. Eminent art critique Rabiul

preface to the brochure brought out
on the occasion, 'We will have an
opportunity to cherish and enjoy a
world of deep perception and inner
feelings of the artists through their
use of colours, subjects, styles,
forms, techniques and textures.'
The collection consists of some
realistic, abstract, and expressionis-
tic styles and traditions. But there
are also some figurative and non-
figurative works. Rabiul Husain
further says, 'Our artists are making
the sojourn in that direction [of
contemporaneity with modernism
that ought to be different...from the
past] with a sense of seriousness to
reach the goal through different
works of varied styles...."

Aminul Islam's drawing Chaos
and speed, Syed Jahangir's oil
painting Caress of rain, Abu Taher's
Saddest thought in oil on canvas,
Hashem Khan's two works on 'Pre-
autumn' done in water colour and
collage, Abdus Shakoor's oil paint-
ing Kamala 15 on folk theme,
Rofiqgue Ahmed's series work in
tempera on fishermen, Nasim
Ahmed Nadvi's ink-wash presenta-
tions of natural phenomena were
seemed to be quite significant
among all. Artists Matiar Rahman,
Zeenat Wahid, and Alakesh Ghosh
have presented works on nature in
watercolour. Mukul Muksuddin's
sculpture Wild horses in beaten
copper sheet has sheer beauty of

the wild and primitive nature. Artist
Kanak Champa Chakma's A sunny
day in acrylic and Alone in evening
in mixed media characteristically
present the nature and people of the
Hill Tracts. Among other female
artists, Rokeya Sultana's works are
mostly soft ground etching aquatint;
one titled Lady, however, is in vege-
table dye.

Apart from paintings, some
stoneware by Sayeed Talukder is
also on display for sell. And a few
souvenir items, such as, mugs,
umbrella, caps, silk and denim ties
and purses, mouse pads, and logo-
stickers are also being sold at
considerable prices. All the money
from the sale will go to the Fund.

There is a donation box for instant
donation from the visitors. Informa-
tion regarding the auction and the
paintings may also be obtained from
ICDDR,B's official web-site
http://www.icddrb.org.

Vivienne Thorpe informed of her
happiness as she observed the
highly positive activities of
ICDDR,B, and also the humanitar-
ian participation of these artists
whose works were on auction. She
requested everyone to donate to the
fund. In his message Professor
Dagach said, 'If you plan to invest in
this organisation, you could not
have made a better choice!'

Husain expresses his hope in the
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