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NEWS SNAPS

Body of housewife
recovered

UNB, Bagerhat

Police Thursday recovered the body of a
housewife from village Kuraltala in
Chitolman upazila of the district,

The victim was Identified as Shaymoli,

20. wife of Taposh of the village. Family
members of Shaymoli, 20, alleged thal she
was killed for dowry while Taposh and his
family members refuted the allegation
saying she committed Suicide taking
insecticide over famiy feud. Taposh,
however, went into hiding. The body was
sent to hospital morgue for autopsy.

42,640 freed from

curse of illiteracy

UNB, Aymensingh
Some 42,640 illiterate males and females
of frontier Dhobaura upazila were freed
from the curse of iliteracy

They were formally declared literate
after attending an evalualion test uncer
age-old education programme “Jagroto
Mymensingh® on Frday.

Some 21640 males and 21,000
females of seven unions participated in the
test held separately twice at 1, 421 centres

Cigarette worth
Tk 17 lakh looted

UNB, Comilla
Robbers looted cigarette of Brtish
Amencan Tobacco Ltd valued about Tk 17
lakh from a vehicle on Dhaka-Chittagong
highway in Chouddagram upazila
Yednesaay night

The bandits intercepted the cigarefte-
laden truck of the company by placing
another truck at Falgun Kara and fled away
along with the truck taking control of the
vehicle. They dropped the dnver, helper
and company representative in Kachut
area. Later, police arrested them

Robber of
Sundarbans
area arrested

UNB, Bagerfiar

Police arrested a notorious forest bandit
from Madrassah bazaar
upaziia Vvednesday night

s also recovered a
sawed-off nfle from the house of the
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arrested cnminal, Idns Sheikh, as per his
confessiQnal Hialsment, 1068, wha Hsed jo
reign the Sundarbans and the sumdunding
areas, was wanted in a numberof cases. A
case was filed against himungerarms act
Indian smuggled goods

worth Tk 3 lakh seized

LINB, Joypurial
Bangladesh Rifles

1
- =
SEDdrale raics

BDR) jawans in
recovered Indian goods
worth over Tk three lakh
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The paramilitary men searched a local
train near Atapara and recovered Indian
silk and georgetie sans valued at Tk two
lakh at night. In another operation in the
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evening, they raided willag unpatti and
sezed Indian contraband worth over Tk
one lakh. Smugglers have become active
in the Hili border on the occasion of the

ensuing Eid

35 EED projects taken

up in Tangai
p in Tangail
BSS, 1angail
The Education Engineering
(EED) has taken up 35 projects
compieled at a cost of Tk 6,8
Tangail in the current fiscal

Official sources said the projects
included construction of new academic
buildings of 25 non-govemment secondary
schools and nine senior madrassahs. It
also inclugdes work in two schools and one
madrassah in Tangal Sadar upazil X
schools and one madrassahn in Madhupur
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upazila, seven schools and three
madrassah in Mirzapur upazila, eight

schools and three madrassah in Bhuapur
upazila and one in Gopalpur
upazila. ¥vork on eight projects has already
slarted and the rest would begin very soon
All projects would be completed by June
nexiyear
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| Training programme

for journalists

BSS, Kulna

A four-day long training programme on
'Base-building on report writing and human
nghts’ began here al officers club on
Saturday,

The programme has been organised
by Bangladesh Sangbad Sangstha's
Human Rights Desk. A tolal of 15
journalists from local and national dailies
are taking part in the training programme
Former Director of PIB Golam Kibna, News
Edior of BSS (Human Rights Desk) M A
Aziz, and senior reporter of the desk Kazim
Reza are acling as resource persons, Staff
reporter of BSS Khulna, Quamaral Munir
and Secrelary of Khulna Press Club,
Rafiguzzaman spoke at the inaugural
function,

Training course

on music

BSS, Munshiganj
A forinight-long training course on song
music, dance and acting began at AVJM
Government Girls® High School,
Munshiganj on Thursday

Depuly Commissioner (DC) of
Munshigan] Syed. Mustafizur Rahman
inaugurated the course, which is being
held under the management of the district
Shilpakala Academy in collaboration with
Bangladesh Shipakala Academy. One
hundred male and female budding artistes
are receiving Lainting inthe course
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Lack of govt purchasing centre, trickery of middlemen

Jute growers compelled to sell
jute below production cost

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Jute growers are being deprived of their minimum fair price of their produce

in Habiganjand Satkhira.

The situation arises due to lack of government jute purchasing centres
and trickery of the middlemen in the markets.

BSS rvpln'ta: Growers in Habiganj are allegedly not getting fair price of
their newly-harvested jute as middlemen outnumber direct buyers in differ-

ent markets of the district.

According to jute growers, some middlemen are purchasing jute from the
farmers at nominal prices. At present, jute is selling at Tk 200 to 230 per
maund indifferent markets of the district.

On the other hand, the jute farmers said, the agents appointed by the
government owe a huge amount of money (o the middlemen. As a result,
even the middlemen are unable to buy adequate quantity ol jute making the
poor farmers ultimate sutferers of the situation.

Department of Agriculture Extension (DAE) sources said huge quantity

Massive

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A massive winter crop cultivation
programme has been taken up in
Brahmanbariaand Satkhira

BSS reports: The Department ol
Agriculture Extension (DAE) has
undertaken a massive programme
for the cultovation of wanter crops in
seven upazilas in Brahmanbaria the
currentseasorn.

[he upazilas to be broughtunder
this programme are Brahmanbaria
Sadar, Nashirnagar, Sarial, Akhaura,
Kasba, Nabinagar, Banchharampur.

According to official sources, a
total of 1,52,000 hectares will be
brought under different crops culti-

of jute was produced in the district this year.

The farmers said theyare unable to hold the rawjute foralongtime with a
hope to get more benefit, as most of them are needy and they have 1o pay
dues to the banks or moneylenders immediately alter the harvesting. Some
farmers even sell their products in advance to the middlemen before har-

vesting which again benefits the middlemen, |
Taking advantages of the situation unscrupulous middlemen and traders
buyjuteinless price andsellit when the price shoots up in the mackets, they

alleged.

A number of farmers observed that cultivation of jute has become a
losing concern to them, as they can not cover the cost of production by

selling the raw jute,

Another report from Satkhira says: A total of 68905 bales of raw jute was
producedinseven upazilas of the district during the current season, record-
inganincrease ol 7881 bales against the previous season.

But lack of government jute purchasing centres, the jute growers have
been deprived of their minimum fair price of their products.

Al present, jute is being sold at Tk 230 to 250 against the average produc-

Lon costofabout Tk, 300,

Jute growers are being compelled to sell jute to the farias and middlemen

alaminimum price.

According to (DAE) sources, of the total production, 19210 bales of raw
jute were produced in Satkhira Sadar upazila, 31800 bales in Kalaroa, 15280
bales in Tala, 1305 bales in Debhata, 949 bales in Kaliganj, 287.5 bales in
Assasuniand 73.5 bales in Shyamnagar upazila.

About 6597 hectares were brought under "Tosha' variety and only four
hectares underlocal variety this year in the district,

vation with the net production
target fixed at 5,59.500 tons in this
SUAsSOnn.

lhe crops to be cultivated are
boro, wheat, potato, sweet potato,
maize, mustered, ground nut,
pulses, chiliand onion.

Of the total, 96,200 hectares will
be brought under boro cultivation
with a production target ol 3,22,684
tons of paddy, 16,000 hectares under
wheat cultivation with 36,000 tons,
3.000 hectares under potato cultiva-
tion with 34,500 tons, 1000 hectares
under sweet potato cultivation with

10.000 tons, 24.000 hectares under
mustered culuvation with 19,200
tons, 700 hectares under maize

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Magtir

i velebration ol the
traditiondl Katyani puja i1s going on
infull swingin Magura.

At present erecting of tastelully
decorated arches and gates at differ-
entmandaps in the town is going on.

Katyani puja is being celebrated
tor about 50 years at Magura only in
this sub-continent with due festivity
and religious lervour

Although Durga pujais the great-
est annual religious festival among
Bengali-speaking people of the
Hindu community, Magura districl
IS an exception where with passage
ol time, Katyani puja has become
the greatest religious festival. This
puja is held every vear just after one
month of the Durga Puja. This vear il
will begin from November 10.

Images ol Katyanl puja are simi-
lar to that of the Durga puja, But the
images are built on the occasion ol
Katyaniare biginshape and size

Every year thousands of people
even from the neighbouring India

Preparation on to
celebrate Katyani
Puja in Magura

assemble in Magura to celebrate the
puja with much enthusiasm.

In observance of this puja, usu-
ally tastefully decorated arches and
gates are erected at different
mandaps and important points of
the district town. At night the arches
and gates are illuminated. As a result
theentireareatakesalestive look.

A fair is arranged here on the
occasion, which continues for about
one month. Traders [rom even
Chittagong and Satkhira come to
this fair with their merchandise

Historical records say, Katyani
Puja was ntroduced at lirst by
Shaush Chandrd, a rich person of
Parnanduali area in Magura town

[alking 10 The Daily Star Pradyul
kumar Singh, president of the dis-

trict puja celebration committee

said, "This year Katyani puja will be
held at seven mandaps, "adding that
they expect a peaceful atmosphere
and proper security to those who
would assemble here on the occa-
S101.
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PHOTO STAR
Because of unauthorised filling of a canal of the Roads and Highways (R&H)
department by some influentials, water remains stagnant for days together
on the South Surma Bus Terminal road in Sylhet. Influentials here have been
grabbing government lands illegally for a long time, but the authorities

concerned are still indifferentto recover the lands.

FHOTO STAR

Participants parade the streets of Gopalganj town in a procession on the

occasion of World Food Day. Department of Agriculture Extension (DAE),

Gopalganj arranged the procession in the district town recently,
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)s farming
scheme in B'baria, Satkhira

cultivation with 3,150 tons, 7,800
hectares under pulses cultivation
with 5,577 tons, 500 hectares under
ground nut cultivatnon with a pro-
ducton target of 750 tons.

Bangladesh Agriculture
Development Corporation (BADC)
will supply seed, fertilisers, insecti-
cides and other necessary inpuls to
the farmers for making the
Programime a success,

In Satkhira, a total of 67,455
hectares have been brought under
rabi crops cultivation. The produc-
tion target has been lixed at 2,32,216
metric tons of different varieties has
been the current [inancial year.

According to DAE oflice sources,
of the total, 47,900 hectares have
been brought under high vielding
variety boro cultivatuon, 2200 hect-
ares under wheat cultivation, 3300
hectares undel potato, 6000 hectares
under mustard, 1505 hectares under
pulses, 1500 hectares under chili,
1000 hectares under gram, 600
hectareS under onion, 500 hectares
under garlic, 200 hectares under
turmeric, 200 hectares under maize,
100 hectares under ginger and 50
hectares under sweel potato cultiva-
rion.

Narsingdi hospital
yet to be upgraded

UNB, Narsingdi

People of the district are being
deprived of proper trealment from
the sadar hospital due to various
problems of the hospital.

TI'he lone 100-bed hospital in the
district 1s yet to be launched even
five years after completion of its
construction due to reasons
unknown,

In most cases, patients have to
take shelter on the floor of the 50-

bed hospital.
The patients alleged that they do
not get any medicine except

paracetamol and such kind of medi-
cine.

Civil Surgeon office sources said
medicine worth only Tk 44 lakh are
sanctioned for 20 lakh people of 14
unions and two municipality in
Sadarupazila everyyear,

According to the allotment, only
Tk 222 is sanctioned per head a
year.

Besides, sick patients are being
harassed linancially by a section of
middlemen who have link with the
QOCIOTS, t oledeidn ok o

Civil Surgeon of the district Dr A
Khaleq Talukder and RMO Dr Atikul
Sarwar told that they were aware of
theinfluence of the middlemen.

The Civil Surgeon said the activi-
ties ol the 100-bed hospital would
begin soon.

ONAL

A wipn er recelves a prize from Whip of Jatiyo Sangsad (national parliament) and Minister-in-Charge of Sherpur
district Alhaj Md Jahed Ali Chowdhury. The prize distribution ceremony was held in Sherpur Town Hall on October 26
on conclusion of the National Education Week.

Movement of guest birds .

reduces in N region

BSS, Natore

The movement of migratory birds in
different water-bodies of northern
region have been drastically
reduced following the drying up of
beels, rivers and tributaries, plying
of mechanised boats, unabated
fishing and a rampant hunting
during the winter season.

The water-bodies in Natore,
Rajshahi and Naogaon which had
been thrived by thousands of migra-
tory birds even a decade ago, have
been squeezed o a negligible num-
ber now-a-days. In many ol these
water-bodies, migratory birds are
not seen to visit any more and some
of those were found dry and
deserted.

Though there is a common beliel
that all migratory birds visit
Bangladesh from the Siberian
region, the factis, mosi of the migra-
tory birds ofithe country travel from
the Himalavan region and the num-
berol migratory birds fromSiberiais
verysmall.

Usually the migratory birds stari
visiting the water bodies of this
country from early September. The
first winter guest birds like

Charadridae (Cha Pakhi), Hottirtie
and common Sand-pipers start
visiting beels, haors and water-
bodies frommonsoon-end.

The next contingents of
Motallcidae (Khanjon), Clay-Sniper,
Chaga, Jiria, Warbler, Patan, Charak
and Gulinda enter the region during
October while most of the Siberians
like Antidae (Balihas), Flemingo,
Podicipitidae (Duburi) and Jiria
start arniving here from November.

There are roughly 600 species of
birds in this country, of which about
200 are migratory species. The birds
like Balihas, Bhuti, Karali, Flemingo,
Dahuk, Pankouri, Patir Banhar,
Samukdanga and many others
could rarely be seen in this region
now-a-days.

Flocks ol migratory birds are
rarely seen to visit the beels and
haors of the Beel Kumary, Bansbaria,
Chalan Beel, Beel Garca,
Ghughudaha, Beel Pias, Sonadaha,
Beel Pathar, Sutibeel, Sonahar,
Padma Beel, Chunni, Katidaha,
Gangadanga, Jatrapur. Boumarni,
Kodalkati, Doi Khaoa, Tinhajarir
Char, Naravanpur, Gajnar Beel,
Dobilla, Gorana Beel, Khali Sagari
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The 30th anniversary of Patabahar Khelaghar Asor, a children's organisation, was celebrated befittingly in Sherpur recently. (Left) A discussion meeting i:
Pn progress while (right) little members of the organisation are seen parading the streets of the district town in a colourful procession on the auspiciou

Beel, Shitlai Dighi, Raiter Char,
Pakhi Ura, Choddoghori and
Matikurkur Beel of Rajshahi, Pabna,
Chapainawabganj, Natore, Sirajganj
and Naogaon districts.

Only in some parts of Chalan
Beel, Beel Kumari, Katidaha,
Dobilla, Shitlai. Dighi and Bagha
dighi were found to visit by a small
number of migratory birds.

The movement of birds in Bagha
Dighi, a famous pond, has been
reduced in recent years as the dighi
has now been leased out for
pisciculture. Stull in winter, many
birds are seen here. The reason lorso
many migratory birds in this dighi
was slated by the local people that
they respect these birds as sacred
ones because the dighi is situated in
the compound of the mazar of
Hazrat Shah Dowla. The hunters
also do not dare to shoot at the birds
since ane bunter had immediately
collapsed and died after shooting at
the llock of birds vears ago.

Last year, local police arrested a
young man lrom the Bagha Bazaar
area for firing gun-shots towards the
llock o! guest birds [rom the rool-1op
olthis house,

Harvesting ot
T-aman begins

BSS, Joypurhat

Harvesting of early variety of T-
aman paddy started in the district
from October 17, official sources
said.

Department of Agriculture.

Extension (DAE) hopes a moderate
to good production of T-aman this
season. The DAE officials inaugu-
rated crop cutting of BRRI-39 early
variety of high yielding T-aman
paddyat Hitchmi Uttar ParainSadar
upazila of the district on October 7
at the lield of Shaliqul Islam. The
production rate stood at 3.44 tonsol
paddy (2.5tons ol rice) per hectare.
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Ministry of Defence

Directorate General Defence Purchase

New Airport Road, Tejgaon, Dhaka-1215

Tender Notice

|. Sealed tender in foreign currency is invited from bonafide manufacturer/dealer/suppliers
(enlisted firms with DGDP) for supply of the following items for Bangladesh Navy:

S Name of Item Date of Selling Date of Tender No
No Opening
From To

I. | HF TX/RX 400 Watt [ 12-11-2002 [ 23-12-2002 | 24-12-2002 | 7417/NP-3
(Qty-02 Nos) |

2. | HF TX/RX 100 Watt - e - e - e 74 18/NP-3
(Qty: 13 Nos) | | |

3. | UHF Mobile 25 Watt - - - e - s 7419/NP-3

| (Qty: 20 Nos) |

4. HF Receiver - - - - - - 7420/NP-3
(Qty: 04 Nos) _ |

5. | VHF Base Station 2 e o 7421/NP-3
(Qty: 03 Nos) |

6. 1 %HF Transceiver - e . - s - - T422/NP-3
(Qty: 03 Nos) |

7. | HF Manpack i B ST Y
(Qty: 15 Nos) |

I. Tender schedule with detailed specification/condition will be available on payment as per
international tender selling rate (non-refundable) during office hours between 0800 hours to
1300 hours. The tender can be dropped latest by 1000 hours and opened at 1005 hours on the
specified date of opening in the presence of the tenderers (if present).

ISPR/Misc/02/802
DEP-26477-29/10/02
( ;,"} 125

Lt. Commander BN

For Director General
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