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EQUNDER EDITOR
LATE S, M. ALI
DHAKA SUNDAY N_(_)l’E!’:!BEE 3, 2002 | AMM SHAHABUDDIN in Afghanistan with Pakistan as a  party -- PPP - and an anti-US alli-  timewillshow. s LR R - y : e . |
- - -~ key-player, burst out at the [irst  ance of six Islamic extremist parties India's’ : ' €y gh 01 ; “l“’m sany l-lllhl.'tlg,'mmt :
i . HE most surprising and available opportunity, via a demo-  MMA -- are in negotiations. Of ndia's concem Emd or bad, only time will show. or lric':kery bvwmehadvbrftﬂlm % |
IUdlCla.l logjam unexpected outcome that  cratic way -~ the election. Now the  course, such negotiations with and Meanwhile, Indiahas shown lts own m}mer' one thing is clear, BjP's :jng a 'dog in the manger policy' to |
had emerged from the general apprehension is that if the  among other parties, both over and card to play. Perhaps they know well e over India has not cast any eprive MMA of its due share

isagood idea

Alternativedispute resolution

HE justice delivery system has found itsell in the midst of
intense scrutiny lately. Increasing concern has been aired at
different forums over inordinate delays entailed in disposing

Coping with poll verdict

recently held general elec-
tions in Pakistan, both in the
National Assembly (Parliament) and
particularly in two northern prov-
inces bordering Afghanistan,
namely, NWEP (North Western
Frontier Province) and Baluchistan,

MMA comes to power in the two
provinces bordering Afghanistan,
and holds a balancing force in the
National Assembly, or becomes an
active part in the central govern-
ment, the first casualty will be US
dream of 'cleansing’ Afghanistan of

under the table are being held and
political horse-trading will be con-
tinued till the final whistle is blown.
Benazir Bhutto had announced that
PPPIs ready to cooperate with MMA
it the latter moderated its policy of
closing down US bases in Pakistan

that "England's difficulty is Ireland's
opportunity.” India's Deputy Prime
Minister L K Advani has maintain
that the recent success of the pro-Al-
Qaida extremist Islamic parties had
‘increased Indian concern’ of terror-
ism, particularly ‘cross-border

wrong shadow over India's foreign
policy. The western countries,
including America, are now eager 10
see BJP well stabilised in power. For
obvious reasons, while Congress
had failed. How to describe it? Take it
as you like, in the rise of extreme

power that elections have |
on it, then it would be a suicidal

policy, causing a political disaster |

B

for Pakistan. Apparently the most
plausible way 1o tackle the situation,

however bitteritmay be, would be to
accommodate MMA and (o share,
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lerrorism.’ So Advani seems to have
\lz
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Now if there is any 'unholy game' or 'trickery' by sonﬁa\body by following a 'dog in the manger policy’ to de-
prive MMA of its due share of power that elections have bestowed on it, then it would be a suicidal policy
causing a political disaster for Pakistan. Apparently the most plausible way to tackle the situation howeve;
bitter it may be, would be to accommodate MMA and to share power with them in the National Asse’mbly and
allow them to form governments in the NWFP and Baluchistan. And that's perhaps the way to 'tame’ them

had literally sent a shiver down the communal/fundamentalist parties

spine ol many, raising many ques-
tions that deserve a clinical analysis.
In fact, it has sounded a danger
signal both for Washington and
Islamabad, mainly because the
success achieved by the MMA
(Muttahida Majlis-e-Amal), a united
front of six extremist Islamic parties
who are die-hard opposed to US-led

power with them in the National |
Assembly and allow them 1o form./”
governments in the NWFP and
Baluchistan. And that's pethapsthe |
way 1o 'tame’ them and motivate
them to work in national interest,
following the constitutional provi-
sions. o
If India, apart from the BJP gov-
ernment al the Centre and some of

of court cases, the latest instances of expeditious trial and quick
deliveryofjusticein a few 'sensitive cases' notwithstanding,

The conelusion has been more or less unanimous that the judi-
ciary cannot properly function unless the huge logjam of pending
cases is taken care of. The law, justice and parliamentary allairs
minister, at a workshop on Thursday last, put the number of cases
pending at different tiers of the judiciary at 968,305. While effective
and expeditious judicial and legal reforms have been suggested as a
remedy, alternative dispute resolution has also been proposed as a
means to "mitigate the difficulties in litigation in courts”.
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effective and ethcientopuon.

Now, as Chief Justice Mainur Reza Chowdhury told the workshop,
alternative dispute resolution could provide an "opportunity to
resolve disputes and conflicts efficiently, rapidly, effectively and
amicably by finding self-made processes best suited for the par-
ties". Moreover, "disposing disputes without damaging relation-

is endemic in the traditional system”. This alternative mechanism
could yield a two-dimensional benefit. First, it would screen out
cases that should not go to court; and second, with the animosity
factor reasonably reduced, the possibility is the parties would not
try to vent their grievances against each other in the shape of more
cases. On balance, alternative dispute resolution does sound like an

However, thatstill leaves us with some one million pending cases.
Surely, a substantial percentage of these cases can be resolved out-
side the courtroom. The question is how do we make that happen?
To take the cue from the law minister, there should be a constant
monitoring and supervision not only to quicken trial but also to
identify the cases that could easily be resolved outside the court-

war on terror in Afghanistan and
Pakistan's participation in this war.
It is saud that the coming events
always cast their shadows before.
But in this case none could see the

Benazir Bhutto calls the six-party
alhance -~ MMA) could jump over
the so tightly-built fencing, with all
possible amendments brought to
the constitution by Gen. Musharraf,
making the election more contro-
versial. Even raising the education
barrier to graduation for the candi-
dates could not stop the 'Mullahs’
from crossing the hurdle success-
fully:

The MMA has captured a big
chunk of seats in the pariament (49

and motivate them to work in national interest, following the constitutional provisions.

Al-Qaida and Taliban activists, still
leftover there despite the large-scale

out the al-Qaida and Taliban men in
the two MMA-dominated prov-
inces, thereby creating a nightmare
for the US operation against them in
Afghanistan, That is why Benazir
Bhutto has called the MMA "fright-
ening genie” created by Musharraf.
Now the West, particularly America,
thinks that with such victory of
MMA, the hunt for the al-Qaida and
Taliban fugitives in Pakistan's two
northern provinces will come to an
end, which was so far being carried

that is, il MMA is prepared to put its
anti-US stance on the back-burner.

undoubtedly be welcomed byWash -
ington, and consequently by
Musharral. Perhaps PPP's posture is
aimed at throwing a wet-blanket on
the pro-government King's Party --
PML (Q) -- and thereby dampen the
spirit of President Musharraf. Per-
haps, for PPP this is the only way to
tame the ‘frightening genie' let loose
by election. In that respect, PPP
seems (o have taken the right path,
perhaps blessed and nodded by its
distant friends. But it all depends on

hit the nail at the right moment. But
India should not be so much panic-

preoccupied with happenings on
Pak-Afghan border than Indo-Pak
border. Moreover, many such unpal-
atable developments had taken
place in the past, apparently causing
much concern in outer circles, but
in the long run they were found to
have been 'domesticated' to avert
any mishap, Take for example the
case ol BJP'srise to power to run the
country almost from scratch, after
giving a good thrashing to its arch-
rival, the secular Congress. Well-

to power, there seems nothing so
much to be worried orscared of.

Now, if the focus is shifted from
India’s BJP scenario to the latest
scenario of sudden emergence of
Islamic extremist parties in Pakistan
in the recent elections, and poised
for assuming power in NWFP and
Baluchistan and holding a balance
in the Parliament, it can be consid-
ered at best a 'repeat performance’
of what BJP had done earlier in
India. There may be difference in
their political philosophy, but the
physical dominance on the political

the provinces, could allow a rank
leftist party like CPI (M) to rule West
Bengal for more than two decades,
why not allow MMA in the two
provinces and partly at the Centre to

Bengal couldnt tum the provide
into a ‘'mini-China’ during the Jast
more than two decades. Rather, they
are working steadily within the ser
frame-work of the Indian constitu-
tion. And for this West Bengal gov-
ernment deserves credit.

Aword to thewise...

I would like to conclude here by

quoting from what The Daily Star
had said in its editorial titled "Stri-
dent Message for Musharraf”
(13.10.02), which inter alia said:

shadows of such dark clouds. It is mopping up operation. And the For a party like PPP to take such a  stricken wi show their political performance

: os is better achiev * al ¢ k i with the success of Islamic ' . . 5

ship between the parties is better achieved ‘?Z‘f”gh 'f't;m"}‘“ ‘l*“"l more surprising that the "frighten-  second casualty will be Musharraf ~ step to form government at the  extremist forcesin Pakistan because MMA's success: A repeat like the CPI in West Bengal? The
sensual arrangements than through adversarial atmosphere, Which | g genie” (as self-exiled PPP leader ~ government’s active role in flushing  centre, if successful, would the new elements would be more  Performance of BJP Communist. government in West h

; room. True, the logjam that the judiciary is now IHFM with C:innqt mf:mhvrﬂ] of 2?2 Huuvir?g _H?u T::L‘n rllnfli.ndl‘l'l:‘{l _hy the I‘akifal;.m MM,A fallituait: towards [‘I‘?"s pro- krllm-m as' gn extrerne nationalist stag_e is the slamc. The people of "The Pakistani voters have Spo-
| be sorted out overnight but the process has to begin. The sooner it resery w:l women's and other seats), army _pL l'h{J‘nl’li | with the help of the  posal, although MMA has given out  Hindu political party, which, along Pakistan, particularly from NWFP ken.... The poll results have
: does the better. as against the pro-government American FBL. And that ‘doomsday’ an encouraging signal that PPP  with its front-organizations, like and Baluchistan, who had wit- exploded the invincibility myth
| The United Nations Development Programme has recently [;I;u-[»_,r, knl.m'rya.s the Ki.ng.ﬁ Party, ~may come soon 'IJL‘t‘dIJHL" Lthv alli-  proposalisnegotiable. Sothedooris VHP (Viswa Hindu Parishad), Siva nessed the horrible things that had hitherto built around Gen.
| termed the country’s criminal justice system ‘anti-poor’, saying I M[: Q) il’i’tklhl;ln Ml‘_ﬁl"" I.vuguu- anm-tmlhcnrrlvglunn mqm!mtuam] nmkrlmul. flt may prove frue once  Sena, RSS and Bajrang Dal, is more happened in Afghanistan with Musharraf's polities®, adding,
' inordinate delayinjustice dispensation has pushed the cost beyond S}l;::'id}[' [' iB:::? :lrw[:;:n::err pr[l::::; t!:l;l[:f: ;i: ::1[:;1|5:;“I:|u;?1 :i:griil:&h f]g;m ”.];“ mnE-hﬂn:'JlH‘L‘d Gfaﬁt[’ l dH C‘»’;JtEd 1[10 ﬂVO!ﬂi’Ed creed of innocentpeople in the name of war  Musharraf's “real political problems
: _ AR ARG B e TR Ster Az utto s “XPIEsse = ‘ow aKl- dadversity makes strange bedlel- N ) i i i : = . y
B e e I = i S et L
:t,_ opmionisincontestable. itis ime we did sometningaboutit. only that, the most frightening Afghanistan by expelling US troops President Musharraf, sensing the  power, ditching Congress, they Thus the so far subdued forces WE‘I’E" holdspfor him angaagvoid anye;rbli:f
: ! aspect is th_;n hjhi:\. a mu-'f_ulihan from I’;lk:hmm u.u-.h;m‘ﬁ and ending  danger :1.hrad. and to allay the con-  knewwell what they were doing.Itis  thrown up, thanks to the election, to trary use ol presidential preroga-
' GlOba.l warmlng Challenge and .ann.-Ub ulllfu_luv. _haa g;uned_u l{h:hulml lor fugitives. cern being expressed by cvrtuip not true that they all overnight speak out their suppressed mind, tives.” A nice piece of advice from a
: ' T dununaung_ position in l!’lt‘ NWEFP  Strange bedfellows quarters, has announced that Paki- became communal and votaries of taking alead to run the governments leading newspaper of a friendly
: Co ”t’:’Cﬁ ve response St [ [ 1missi ”g.! and BalllltTh.lﬁlan Assemblies to run  flowever. there are some overt or stan ‘will not be swayed from its  BJP's Hindutva philosophy. They in NWFP and Baluchistan and country. The message is now loud
Fh';'. provincial governments there. It covert loopholes for escaping from front-line role in the US-led war on  just tumed the table upside down, holding a power balance at the and clear for Gen. Musharraf. There-
: F anything, the UN climate talks in New Delhi have brought 1S mdf;ml :’].r cause for anxiety for quch ‘eruptive’ situation for those u:rrm':' by the Hllg‘tt’ﬁ*s Ufl_ht* aﬁmi-lJS throwing the Congress's 'apple cart'  centre. And this is a fact 'stranger  fore, "a word to t}-'.ewise is Ef;ﬂugh'
‘ into a sharper focus the differences between rich and poor ::“l't'}r'”ﬂjﬂkl;‘tﬂ“- ; who would like to avoid a disasterin  Islamic extremust parties in the h{flw_r‘ﬁkﬁ'“ﬂr- becausetheywerefed  than fiction’. Nature never tolerates g good and timely reminder, t;f
| Cantfies over enission of greenhouse gases The eorlsrence Frightening genie" the national and regional interest. recent election. But how long up with the empty slogans of Con-  anartificial vacuum and the vacuum COurse.
E almost came to naught when developing countries rejected, and What was brewing under the sur- There is, therelore, no wonder thal hfh’“'hm_mr .*.-.rnuld e uh!v‘ =y L gn:s;: during the last five decades o has been filled, whether somebody
rightfully so, a demand made by a group of developed countries led face, since the US-led war on terror  under such circumstances a pro-Us ~ Unue his tight rope walking, only  so. So they wanted a change being  Jikesitornot. A M M Shahabuddin is a retived UN official
2 i by European Union. They called upon developing countries to set g e — W—
target for themselves to reduce pollution, which could cause global @ ® ©
Practising democratic norms
4 The developing gountries have always mmaintdined’ that they | - - n . L A A A - g vty i Ertive th A e \ o P10 £ p— ,;',
progduced anly. a minimal fraction of total greenhouse emissions = - i e i BBl L SRR, bl o It b . e do b g ards ; . /it (9T 2Tl
k and reducing them further would costthelr industrial dévelopment LEt nOt prOblemS Overrlde pro Sp eCtS | | :
4 severely. Though at the moment the Kyoto Protocol does notsetany
emission levels for developing nations, rich countries suggested at M H BARI years has been wasted under mili-  should be created for such infusion. racy is a very sophisticated system. extremely unhelpful not only for fully there exists a sort of semblance.
x the conference that they should at least begin negotiations on tary rule. It is unfortunate that This needs knowledgeable public growth but also survival of democ- The government must encourage
i:; restricting gas emission beyond 2012. Refusal to make any commit- F1 [:.Hf]5[11'{‘1;11{11[;.1]'f;li'lllfli'fll people of Bangladesh could not Degree of acceptability of and political leaders. People must  racy. Among other serious ills pre-  further freedom of media to develop
~ ment on the issue only shows that poor countries are hell-bent on socialism and dictatorship  taste real democracy even under the democratic practice understand that democracy is the vailing in our society are corruption,  its efficiency. Constructive criticism
not bowing down to the big bosses. Not surprisingly, European democracy has been democratic system because the S g, s best system. Education will enable nepotismandterrorism.Thesemust  in fact helps them to be effective in |
| Union was disappointed at the outcome after ten grueling days of accepted as the most desirable democratically elected govern- “{ an e democratic go*t-emm{_*m them to understand the meaningof . immediatel brougl{t Hownito s, hoth econbmic andinoliteal ek i
| talks because the meeting was supposed to thrash out details of system throughout the world ments ran more dictatorially than F’ULCE""bfu! IIWPEUI?[E must {:hentsh democracy and to choose right 4 : : i P ; '
2 P Lok g ¥ M : democratic snirit. Thev must realise tolerable level, if not eradicated Even the socialist regimes had
| 1997 Kyoto Protocol cominginto force next year. because democracy is "people’s P ’ L\]/ realised. ifalitdletoo Iate. tharitics
2 The role of the United States and Australia on the issue of gas | power". It ensures mass participa- RIS * ¥
b emission has been controversial, to say the least, since they have tion for determining the absolute AN ’ - . Rt Eondnolicy foRLoN GOESIULENE !
!. i gy e G L % e lia er "de. 1he government must encourage further freedom of redia to develop its efficiency. Constructive criticism in  governmenttoalimitedextent, i
! refused to ratify the treatyin the first place. And, with the emergence power of the state. To Maciver "de b ey : ik . ST . . There is hardly any diff f |
of new differences of opinion, the UN's job would surely be more | mocracy is not way of governing  fact helps them to be effective in both economic and political fields. Even the socialist regimes had realised, ;i %0 0T = EE 08
difficult than they would have expected. After much debate and | Whether by the majority or other- — cg - yiigre 400 1ate thatitis a good policy to allow criticism of the government to a limited extent. running properly in Bangladesh.
argument between the rich and poor countries, the Delhi declara- ::‘?:n::[ Elft;’;“i ll]:'l]{: 1;:?:]::1@::1; ) Our parliament is ineffective. We 1
ﬁzzl;).}r[{{;zizz]c:l”[Hlingz,ugsiiflf:l:t;:;;iﬂilthlg ;?:E]LL ?E:g::i:g; hrﬂadlj.‘ to vf*h;n end.” President Fifir]};}i.[ril{iiL-ﬂ”}l‘* an I':ln'n.ing riuc- lha.l ?l”. dcmngat_ic T?ghts are personsto Eepfesent their interest. aitogether. (?ur pniitifrians must E?lﬂgigﬁiﬁﬁﬁmﬁiﬁ
and help of the powerful industrialised nations of the world, is Luu'nlnﬁha.xr given the most aL_‘LI‘lUpl— L;C ‘*‘*“ TL{)“}“ N]“Ii- LU‘:L T”‘m}t”lﬁ FEC][.‘)l'{_){“d.[ﬂr}’{]rhilgq?ﬂIOH!::]I‘Iﬂ(lEmO- Economic hberty reaJIS:E that without their ancened encouraging stagnation. Strangely |
anybody's guess. able definition of democracy: "The 1_“‘“ “l” ‘;_} ;;_'I[;Ll';?' SOME prerequu- L'“r;mc 5{1L:1f3lj.'.‘sullalrvsald long ago:  Democracy cannot flourish in a and sx_ncere effort these evils cannot enough governments in position try <
The climate change has already begun to affect not just the devel- government by the [“"”Pl"_“ of thes " Pt SR : "I may disapprove of ""f'ha' yousay,  poor society. Itis indeed difficult for be eliminated. Putting blame on (4 follow the bad instances left by = %
oping nations, the developed countries have alsobegun tobearthe | People. for the people™. Though, Organised political Pat Ly butIshall defendyourrighttosaytill  democracytothriveinasocietywith  bureaucracy is simply no remedy. their predecessors. We fail to under-
bruntofit - the recent unprecedented flood in Eastern Europe could lhf’ﬂft‘“ﬂiﬂlif‘-*’Pf‘iik_”‘!;-dﬂ’m“l’fﬂcb'_'h and honest leadership my death,” The community as a  morethan40percentofthepopula- Judiciary must be separated from stand as to why the party (or parties
! be a prime L‘_"{EZ'IH'II]IL‘. It 1s nonetheless a very “fgrr}'ing _c,ign. espe- the I?CH_ flnrm ol g{WL'”“TIUI“' in In @ democratic system {}I'gilﬂiht‘d whole is to be self-restrained, well- tion below poverty line. Eradication executive o ensure establishment in power) in their bid to pUI'liSh the
; ciallv at a high powered conference organized by the UN where pracice ll_l‘-*lht‘nlm'gh“-% Sit Henry  political parties teach the general tolerant and committed to fairplay  of poverty, therefore, must be given  ofrule of law. opposition actually punish the :
sharp differences of opinion almost thwarted efforts by delegates to Ttlumc ”p”“:d' I”’ a]} ff?”“-":’f BOV= people about the rights and privi-  towards others.Tomake thefounda-  top pl‘i.(}l‘i[}’ in the development Freedom of expression general public. It is time for all t‘he |
. bring a consensus on an issue that is damaging not to just one sin- t:::i?ﬂ;fé m”ﬁiﬂ? H'l:n ::Lvl:n?: lvg{rﬁ 5 'ka_"‘ *Lm.tm :’r_lg'_l""_[ dgainst — tion of democracy strong people of effortofthegovernment. Without free media a democratic  PlUcians, Efﬂumlaﬂ_}' of the major
gular part of the world, but to all countries irrespective of their eco- ;)ru{:{i%ing uf {ml;nplif.;umd 1:2{_}5"“1( Iri?:ri‘tal I?Tt:‘m:ﬁ': ""it'ds Bangladesh must practise self-  Ruleoflaw government tends to run like a Ei‘::éﬁehgtﬁfﬂiﬁ';ﬁ ‘:;:;b‘
nomic strength. ‘f.'*.’e sincerely hope l!}al u-'helh_ur rich or poor, the T ac;phiﬁtiraled Sﬂ.;ﬁt['mnfgm'urn- IE;GHGHIPI:_'EILH‘T":I'Ii:] b‘m [;it:]i?fid::h ff‘-‘*“’“”“-‘ Democracy cannot exist without the  dictatorship. This is particularly true : i ¢l !
leaders of e..ll nations would put the interest of people at the fore- ARy : 1h.ere‘ £ e ﬁrrurciw Lul'hl;nmlﬁt Education operation of rule of law. The present  in case of developing COUNIieS MK Ban is the General Manager of a fish pro-
frontof theiragenda. Almost half of its existence of 31  and good p[_mlilictana.- Condition | have already stated that democ-  condition of law and order is Where usually money rules. Hope-  cessingindustry Khuina
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Letters will only be considered if they carry the writer's full name, address and telephone number (if any). The identity of the writers will be protected. Letters must be limited to 300 words. All letters will be subject to editing.
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"Saluting the Nation an easy task to honour 319 students  Bangladesh. I wonder if you are What' surprises me more is that torefrain from lt.}]lt_‘tl“l.-"'tl_illl‘l regard- like to drop few lines. If the military nal_ activities in the first place! By M F Fakhru
: together in one function. indeed artempting to play a balanc-  you are giving undue attention to ing this occasion, we suffered. This  can track down the criminals as per being members of the “"armed Cambridge
Builders of Tomorrow" Once again my hats off to The Daily  ing game by pleasing the opposition  what the US Ambassador had said, vyear even with the army on the list, why the police force failed todo cadre” of a major political party (of
I salute The Daily Star, for arranging ~ Star for this an innovative idea. We  one day and the ruling party the describing as 'no less a person than  streets, the results seem about the so. If the military can serve our course the one in the government) Fnelish Lan
such a gorgeous, colourful and areeagerlywaitingforthenextyear's mnext. When you criticise Sheikh the US Ambassador in Bangladesh  same. purpose we don't want to see police  they ensure their immunity to the glis guage
¢ wonderful award giving ceremony celebration! Hisana for what you call trying to  oufright rejected the Time magazine  Kishore Pasha -force in payroll; showthemthe door.  law and create disorder. We should, Club?
11 for the O' Level and A" Level stu- FouziaHaque destroy the image of the country story'! We have heard her enough! Dhaka The top brasses (Imean the minister  thus, look into the core of the prob- This is in response to Md. Ashequl
5 dents. Teacher, South Breeze School, Dhaka  abroad, 1 hear you are joining the Like the US regime in place, she and thelGP) shouldleadthemarch.  lemandsortitout from there. Islam's letter (October 25} herehe 3
The ceremony was well attended |, 7 ; chorus of denial that terrorism and  takes a convenient stand when it "WIill our elected TarikZaman A Distressed Observer 3 U WS
and it was indeed a special occasion AL and terrorism in Islamic fanatics do exist in Bangla-  servesthe US interest. t tell Ausnhalia Chirtagong p Iead?d YOSEL ul:tEngl:sh language b
- for the students of English medium Bangladesh" desh. You are certainly not helping Believe me, if we continue to deny gover-nmen ¢ ; us = ! 1 d,ubs in every neighbourhood of 2
§ schools of our country. It was an | -0k The Daily Star for their edito- Bangladesh! Your editorial is the and hide things under the carpet, what is happemng? Rootofitall IGP: Pleaseremgn Bd“gtaijSh" J ;
+ incentive for the Principals and the -, (November 02) onAl'scomment  Mirror image of our Foreign Minis-  one day the eruption will occur, asit - My, Mahfuz Anam made several One of the readers had rightly said Theongoing "Operation Clean Hart" l-f failure in SSC, I !S(_: CC the
teachers of those schools as well. and terrorism in Bangladesh, It was Y 'Sstatementafter TIME published didin Bali. ltwillbetoolatethenand  commentaries during the past that “the patient cannot be healed if  has already brought a lot of debate,. ™Aall reason fﬂf E'S'abh-‘*h'?g such 1
We, the teachers sitting together very timelyand aptly reflects the true the story on Al-Qaida in Bangladesh  alsotoomuch for usto handle. government. Conversely, he has the physician is the source of the There are people whoare happy as it clubs, why don't we form “Mathe- 1
atthe galleryunderoneroof enjoyed  seniiments ofthe ordinarycitizens,  Which said that the report on Ban-  MakKhan written (oo little since last election.  infection”, Yes, I am talking about  has brought some peace in life in Mmatics club®, "Science Club®, |
the whole proceedings and When I first read Sheikh Hasina's  #ladesh was 'fictitious, baseless and ~ Australia The condition of the country hasnot  thedeterioration oflawandorderfor  general. On the other hand there are  "Arabic Club® and so on? If the '
programmes rht:_mugh!g.'. We also  recent speech in Brussels, 1 was imaginative'. changed; it's even categorically  which the army has been "de- complaints of using the army for students can learn other subjects
had the opportunity to share the joy speechless. Loaded my email soft- Mr Editor, you will know well that Army crackdown worse, May be BIV news and gov-  ployed”. political purpose. within the stipulated 30 or 40 min- |

At
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and to know the exact results of the
students excepting the actual num-
bers of the examinces of each
school. We took pride in cheering al
each and every achiever. The fecling
of joy mingled with pride is not for
the monthly remuneration, but
surely it is the joy of creation and
SUCCEess,

The sponsors also acted as the
philanthropist by co-operating
wholeheartedly with the manage-

ment of The Daily Starin inspiring b you are not playing a responsible  demanding money to commemo-  NOT too litde oo late! Hats offtoMr, - they were not part and parcel of reasons/corners to point finger at.  country. ;5
the furure nation builders, They also [ was shocked 1o read your editorial ~ role, expected of a senior and distin-  rate the 7" of November. Anam. political groups then they wouldnot — Please resign and make a big press  Mohammad Nazmullslam
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ware 1o protest in the strongest of
terms, but stopped short. Herée is a
former Prime Minister of Bangla-
desh calling her country a terrorist
nation and all because she miserably
lost the last election and that too due
to the laultsofher administration!
Bangabandhu Shiekh Mujibur
Rahman must be tossing and turn-
ingin his grave,
AA

California, USA

when a civil and democratically
elected government changes its
character to a repressive and fascist
regime, one of the few options that
are left open 1o the opposition and
the civil society at large is to solicit
international interventions and
coalition. Sk. Hasina has not gone
that far. She is merely saying what is
right, or else the nation (you
included) would be responsible for
not acting early on. In this instance,

For us the residents of Shewrapara,
so far this army crackdown has
brought little relief for us. The main
gangsters are in hiding. No doubt as
soon as this drive is over they will
recappear. But the second tier
maastans are still active,

Another group is daily trying to
collect tolls and harass people. One
of the members of that group, is
openly walking about from business
to business with halt a dozen others,

ernment press releases would dely
this' view. But foreign and many
national dailies including The Daily
Star would echo my view. Then what
restrained him until recently in
writing about the incumbent gov-
ernment? Anyway, at last, the com-
mentary isback lor the moment,

I think many readers would agree
withi e that the recent commentary
on military action onthe civil society
has been good so far and tmely. It's

Now; itis common knowledge thatin
our country the very process of the
formation of a political party calls for
"armed cadres”. All the major politi-
cal parties in this country have such
cadres who ultimately resort to
armed terrorism as a highly lucrative
"business” using their politcal
might. So, first ol all, we must tell our
political leaders to get nd of the
cliché "terrorists do not belong to
any party”- of course they do and if

One point 1S beyond doubt -
police has failed to do their job,
There are reasons - political pres-
sure, lack of skill and manpower, ill
paid stall etc. But they have [ailed to
do their job and someone else is
doing theirjob better.

I have not heard that a single police
has lost his/her job. Amazing!
Should the Inspector General of
Police not resign at least on the
moral ground? | know he has 101

utes in the class, why do you need
extra hours for learning English?
Above all, why are you stressingso
much on English and dream of
mushrooming our society with
"English Clubs™ 1s this the "same
old brand new" colonial psychol-
ogy? 1 think this is weird and over-
enthusiastic to form such clubs
where we don't have our own Ben-

gali language or literary clubs inowr
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