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ROK launches
supersonic jet
AFP, Sacheon

South Korea yesterday launched its 
first supersonic aircraft, hoping the 
newcomer will capture a quarter of 
the global market for jet trainers.

The first T-50 Golden Eagle was 
unveiled in a gala ceremony at 
Sacheon air force base with 
Defense Minister Lee Jun and other 
top military leaders and representa-
tives of Korea Aerospace Industries 
(KAI) taking part.

"This is a great achievement for 
us in building up our defense capa-
bility," Lee Jun said in a speech.

The trainer is the culmination of 
five years of development and 
millions of dollars of investment by 
the air force and KAI.

Although Lockheed Martin 
Aeronautics Co. has provided the 
project with technical assistance, 
the new aircraft is being seen as the 
coming-of-age of South Korea's 
aviation industry.

T-50 is a supersonic aircraft with 
a top speed of Mach 1.5 or one and 
a half times faster than the speed of 
sound. It is as agile as the US-built 
F-16 fighter bomber and capable of 
carrying 13,454 kilograms of load.

The jet, which can easily be 
transformed to serve in a combat 
role, is 9.45 meters wide and 4.91 
meters high.

It will be used to prepare student 
pilots for the current and next-
generation fighters, such as the F-
16, F-15, Rafale, F22 and Joint 
Strike Fighter warplanes, an air 
force spokesman said.

Mass production of T-50s will 
start next year with its first deliveries 
to the airforce due in 2005.

KIA plans to build at least 800 T-
50s by 2030 with a view to capturing 
25 per cent of the world's trainers 
market, with export shipments worth 
30 billion dollars.

Russia to build 
floating N-plant
PTI, Moscow

Russia has planned to build world's 
first floating nuclear power plant by 
2008, which would also be used for 
heating houses in northern part of 
the country.

Russian Atomic Energy Minister 
Alexander Rumyantsev has 
approved the technical project of the 
floating power-generating unit with 
low capacity nuclear reactors in the 
city of Severodvinsk on the White 
Sea, ITAR-TASS reported.

The technical project provides 
for construction of a floating nuclear 
heating and power plant to capable 
of producing 70 MWe power and 50 
GCal thermal energy per hour for 
supplying running hot water and 
heating the houses of the 250 
thousand residents of Severodvinsk 
-- a centre for Russia's nuclear 
submarine building.

Local SevMashPredpriyatie 
(SMP) shipyard would make a 
special floating platform for the N-
plant. The floating n-power plant 
can be moved to any coastal area 
for arranging power supplies.

China is believed to be taking 
interest in the Russian floating 
nuclear power plants.

The project has already been 
cleared by Russia's various agen-
cies.

Fresh bomb
blast hits
Thai hotel
REUTERS, Bangkok

A bomb blast rocked a hotel in 
southern Thailand, the latest in a 
spate of arson and bomb attacks in 
the mainly Muslim region, but no 
one was hurt, police said yesterday.

The attack followed warnings 
from several Western governments 
to their citizens about travel in the 
region, including some southern 
parts of mostly Buddhist Thailand, in 
the wake of the October 12 blasts on 
the Indonesian tourist island of Bali.

The bomb, hidden in a stolen 
motorcycle, exploded just before 
midnight on Tuesday in the car park 
of My Garden Hotel in Pattani prov-
ince, 1,400 km south of Bangkok, 
police said.

It shattered windows in the hotel 
and destroyed several vehicles.

"We think it was the work of the 
same group of people who carried 
out the other incidents here and in 
Songkhla province," said a Pattani 
police spokesman.

"It was obviously not intended to 
hurt people but was aimed at mak-
ing political noise," he said.

Five schools were hit by arson 
attacks and a small bomb exploded 
at a Buddhist temple in Muslim 
majority southern Thailand earlier 
on Tuesday in incidents described 
by the government as attempts to 
create political instability.

Bomb threats were also made 
against five railway stations in 
southern Narathiwat province the 
same day, local media reported.

No one was injured in any of the 
incidents that occurred in a region 
with a history of political violence 
and some support for Islamic sepa-
ratism.

AFP, Bangkok

UNICEF, the United Nations 
childrens' agency, yesterday called 
for the demobilisation of 75,000 
child soldiers throughout East Asia 
and the Pacific, some of them as 
young as seven.

The agency's executive director 
Carol Bellamy urged governments 
and non-state armies to recognise 
the use of underage warriors as "an 
illegal and morally reprehensible 
practice that has no place in civilised 
societies."

Bellamy, in Bangkok to launch a 
new report entitled "Adult Wars, 
Child Soldiers", said in a statement 
that "it is time for all parties to 
acknowledge this and work together 
with UNICEF and other organisa-
tions to bring an end to this profound 
abuse of children's rights."

The 1990 Convention on the 
Rights of the Child (CRC) set the 
legal minimum age for military 
recruitment at 15.

Bellamy said ratifying an 
Optional Protocol to the CRC that 
outlaws children under 18 from 
being used in hostilities would be a 
"crucial first step to ending the 
recruitment of children for armed 
combat."

The chilling report, which says up 
to one quarter of the world's 300,000 
child soldiers serve in the region, is 
based on interviews with 69 current 
and former child combatants from 
Cambodia, East Timor, Indonesia, 
Myanmar, Papua New Guinea and 
the Philippines.

The report provided first-hand 
accounts of the trauma experienced 
by the children, including forced 
participation in rape and murder, 
brutal training regimens, severe 
punishments, and hard labour.

The average recruitment age of 
those interviewed was 13, while the 
youngest chi ld was forcibly 
recruited at age seven, it said.

Several of the subjects were still 
actively participating in hostilities, 
while 12 said they knew for certain 

that they had killed someone.
The report stops short of making 

a full accounting of child soldiers in 
each country in the region.

"It is a record of their voices, 
rather than a search for numbers," 
the report states.

UNICEF's estimate of 75,000 
child soldiers in the region com-
pares with a recent report by New 
York-based Human Rights Watch, 
which said some 70,000 children in 
Myanmar alone could be forcibly 
serving in the army or with armed 
rebel groups.

The UNICEF survey revealed 
some disturbing trends, particularly 
the view of several of those inter-
viewed that they did not wish to be 
demobilised.

"A number of children also indi-
cated that, in the midst of war, the 
military came to represent security 
and protection," the report said.

In some cases, the abuse and 
terror directed at their communities 
drove young people to join armed 
opposition groups.

"I wanted to be a soldier in the 
BRA so that I could own a gun and 
protect Bougainville from outsiders. 
And to kill PNGDF security," said a 
Papua New Guinean who had 
j o i n e d  t h e  B o u g a i n v i l l e  
Revolutionary Army 13 years ago at 
the age of 14.

Economic, cultural social or 
political factors all pressure children 
to sign up, the report stated.

Hasan, a young male from 
Indonesia's Ambon island, joined a 
military jihad group when he was 16.

"I am scared on the battlefield. I 
am afraid that I will get killed," he 
was quoted as saying.

"I have killed once," Hasan 
continued. "During the Tantui inci-
dent, someone tried to infiltrate to 
explode a bomb. When I got out, 
there were some people yelling and 
the man was caught, so I cut his 
head off."

Unicef urges governments

Demobilise 75000
child soldiers
in Asia-Pacific

Shazneen case
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adjournment of the hearing.
The prosecution side was ready 

for hearing. Latifur Rahman, second 
prosecution witness and father of 
Shazneen was present in the court.

After hearing both the sides, the 
court granted the petition.

Shazneen Tasnim Rahman,  15, 
the youngest daughter of Latifur 
Rahman, chairman of Transcom, 
was raped and murdered at their 
Gulshan residence on the night of 
April 23, 1998.

Latifur Rahman filed a murder 
case against Shahidul Islam alias 
Shahid, a domestic help at his 
house, with Gulshan police station 
on April 24, 1998.

All the six accused in the rape 
case -- Shahid, Hasan, Shaniram, 
Badal, Minu and Parvin now in jail 
custody -- were produced in the 
court yesterday.

Special public prosecutor (PP) 
Arfanuddin Khan and assistant PP 
Anisur Rahman appeared on behalf 
of the state. Advocates Mohammad 
Hanif, Anwarul Kabir Babul, Mizanur 
Rahman and Abdus Salam Bhuiyan 
represented the accused.

AFP,  Srinagar 

New Delhi's representative in 
Kashmir yesterday invited a coali-
tion headed by Mufti Mohammed 
Sayeed to form a government, 
ending weeks of political wrangling 
in the violence-torn state.

Governor Gir ish Chandra 
Saxena said Sayeed, a former 
Indian home minister who has 
called for unconditional talks with 
Muslim militants, will be sworn in as 
Kashmir's chief minister Saturday.

Sayeed staked the claim to office 
after two weeks of bickering 
between his regional People's 
Democratic Party (PDP) and its 
coalition partner, India's main oppo-
sition Congress. 

The two parties together swept 
from power Kashmir's dynastic 
National Conference in the 
September 16-October 8 polls but 
had each wanted the top post, 
frustrating Kashmiris who viewed 

the election a mandate for change. 
"Our government will try to bring 

peace to the state," Sayeed said. 
But he stressed there was a 

"hype in expectations" of the new 
government. 

Ghulam Nabi Azad, the regional 
Congress head, said the coalition 
had the support of 52 legislators, 
eight more than needed to establish 
a majority in the 87-member legisla-
ture.

Under the coalition agreement, 
the PDP will head the government 
for three years with Congress taking 
over the chief minister post for the 
remaining tenure of three years. 

Azad yesterday played down 
differences within the coalition, 
saying Congress "will support the 
chief minister to the hilt".

The PDP and Congress have 
drafted a programme calling for the 
"reorientation" of the counter-
insurgency police, who have been 
accused of human rights abuses, 

and the repeal of India's tough 
Prevention of Terrorism Act, which 
critics charge is used disproportion-
ately against non-Hindus.

The main rebel group, Hizbul 
Mujahedin, said yesterday it was 
sceptical of the incoming govern-
ment's "apparent goodwill steps" 
and vowed to continue the insur-
gency. 

Kashmir had been put under 
India's direct rule on October 18 
after the National Conference's 
outgoing chief minister, Farooq 
Abdullah, refused to stay on as 
caretaker state leader. 

The National Conference, an ally 
of Prime Minister Atal Behari 
Vajpayee that had taken a more 
hawkish stand on the insurgency 
than the PDP or the Congress, lost 
half of its seats in the election. 

The polls saw 46 per cent voter 
turnout, despite a violent campaign 
by Islamic rebels that left more than 
800 people dead. 

PDP-Cong coalition asked 
to form Kashmir govt
Mufti Sayeed takes oath as chief minister Saturday

Thousands of 
Indian drivers
to lose jobs
in Arabia
PTI, Dubai

Saudi Arabia has decided to ban 
expatriates, including Indians, from 
driving taxis within six months, in a 
move to provide employment oppor-
tunities to Saudi nationals in the oil-
rich kingdom.

The decision was taken by the 
Saudi de facto ruler Crown Prince 
Abdullah bin Abdul Aziz. The pre-
mier and commander of the national 
guard has given authorities six 
months to implement the order after 
which "no foreigner would be 
allowed to drive taxis under any 
circumstances."

The move will render jobless 
thousands of Indian expats who 
currently work as limousin and other 
taxi drivers.

The announcement came after 
the meeting of the council of minis-
ters in the Saudi capital Riyadh. The 
order said, "we would like the 
Ministry of Interior to ban driving of 
taxis by non-Saudis.

"The Ministry of Interior should 
take all suitable measures and 
punishments to guarantee imple-
mentation of this order in coordina-
t i o n  w i t h  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  
Communications. This order should 
be implemented within the next six 
months," the Saudi news agency 
SPA said.

The Saudi decision is seen as 
part of an ongoing Arabisation of 
labour sector to curtail unemploy-
ment and reduce resentment 
among the local population. In a 
similar move some years ago, 
Oman also reserved the job of 
drivers in certain sectors for Omani 
citizens.

Prince Abdullah also announced 
a ban on the issue of collective or 
group visas for Hajj, Umrah and 
visits submitted by businessmen 
and others. The SPA said such 
group visa requests will be rejected 
without exception.

Allegation of
kidney trade
in Kerala
PTI, Thiruvananthapuram

Opposition leader in the Kerala 
Assembly VS Achuthanandan 
Tuesday said he would ask the 
federal government to conduct a 
probe by Indian Medical Council 
(IMC) into kidney transplantation 
scandal in two hospitals in Kerala's 
Kozhikode District involving tribals 
from Idukki District.

Addressing a press conference 
here, he said an inquiry report 
exonerating doctors and hospitals 
from the allegations was an attempt 
to "save the doctors and hospitals".

He said only an inquiry by Indian 
Medical Council would bring out 
facts and truth of the incident. He 
also asked the state government to 
take action against the hospitals 
and doctors who indulged in kidney 
trade.

The IMA had inquired into the 
charges that the hospitals had made 
a deal with kidney donors and 
performed transplantation violating 
the norms under the act.

It was reported that tribals of 
Idukki district were exploited by 
"kidney agents" who promised a 
huge amount to them.

AFP, United Nations

The UN Security Council was to 
meet yesterday for more talks on 
disarming Iraq as chief UN weapons 
inspector Hans Blix prepared to 
meet senior members of the US 
administration. 

The 15 United Nations council 
members met briefly Tuesday before 
announcing they were suspending 
until early yesterday discussions on a 
27-paragraph draft resolution pre-
sented by the United States last 
week. 

The draft which would set tough 
new conditions for restarting UN 
weapons inspections in Iraq is 
supported by Britain, but France, 
Russia and China, the remaining 
permanent council members with 
veto power, oppose it because of 
"hidden triggers" for the automatic 
use of military force against Iraq. 

The meeting will be the fifth on 
Iraq involving the whole council, 
which met twice last week and on 

Monday to hear Blix. 
Meanwhile on Tuesday, General 

Richard Myers, chairman of the US 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, told reporters 
that there was "no decision yet" to 
wage war on Iraq.

The Swede, who heads the UN 
Monitor ing, Veri f icat ion and 
I n s p e c t i o n  C o m m i s s i o n  
(UNMOVIC), arrived in Washington 
late Tuesday accompanied by the 
director general of the International 
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), 
Mohammed El-Baradei. 

They were to hold talks with US 
Vice-president Dick Cheney, natio-
nal security advisor Condoleezza 
Rice and Secretary of State Colin 
Powell, according to a US adminis-
tration official. 

"And the president will probably 
drop by that," the official said, 
declining to discuss any agenda. 

However, White House officials 
clearly took heart in a statement Blix 
made on Monday, when he urged 
the Security Council to give full 

support to weapons inspectors he 
intends to send to Iraq, saying it 
would be helpful to warn Iraq that 
there would be consequences if it 
failed to cooperate. 

In Paris, Foreign Minister 
Dominique de Villepin told parlia-
ment Tuesday that France wanted 
the UN Security Council to send a 
"clear, strong message" to Iraq. 

British Foreign Secretary Jack 
Straw told the BBC yesterday that 
he was confident of a "good" out-
come to the Security Council 
debate. 

Asked if Britain would back the 
United States in "going it alone" in 
any military action, Straw replied: 
"We don't rule this out is the answer. 

The only way to avert an armed 
conflict was for Iraq to comply with 
all agreements it signed up to after 
the 1991 Gulf War and ensure that it 
no longer has weapons of mass 
destruction, he said after a meeting 
with Bahrain's King Hamad in 
Manama. 

"No decision yet" to wage war on Iraq, says 
chairman of joint chiefs of staff of US

Blix in Washington to 
meet Cheney, Powell

PHOTO: AFP 

Mother (centre) of Kristina Kurbatova is comforted during the funeral of her daughter in Moscow yesterday. 
Fourteen-year-old Kristina was a member of the cast of the Nord-Ost show and one of 118 hostages killed during the 
storm of the theatre captured by Chechen terrorists.  

Shipu murder
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Majumder on May 25.
The Investigation Officer (IO) of 

the case submitted a charge sheet to 
the Chief Metropolitan Magistrate's 
(CMM's) Court, Dhaka against six 
people including Jewel on October 2, 
2000.

In the charge sheet, 30 people 
were shown as prosecution wit-
nesses.

The court framed charges against 
the accused on October 23, last year.

The trial of the case began on 
January 28, this year.

Accused Kazi Sharif Ahmed 
Saikat and Joy Hasib are now in jail 
custody while Kazi Arif Ahmed Sagar 
is on bail.

Three other accused Ziauddin 
Ahmed Jewel, Naimuzzaman 
Zobayer and Shafiul Alam have been 
absconding since the incident.

Journalism
FROM PAGE 12

sions," mentioned Dr. Sakhawat Ali 
Khan, chairman of journalism and 
mass Communication department 
in Dhaka University. However, he 
hoped that the situation would 
change in near future.

"Our women have to be efficient 
enough to become a part of this 
profession," said Tasmima Hossain, 
editor of Anannya.

Solidarity among the women 
journalists may enable them to 
achieve their goals, the organisers 
said. They mentioned plans to 
arrange training courses on report-
ing and sub-editing for the women in 
future.

The seminar was presided by 
Nasimun Ara Haque, convener of 
the Centre for Women Journalists, 
Bangladesh. Mahfuz Anam, editor 
of The Daily Star, also spoke on the 
occasion. 

FROMPAGE 12

rates to eradicate poverty speedily," 
Vajpayee said. 

Besides, he pointed out, contri-
bution of all developing countries to 
greenhouse gas emissions in the 
atmosphere is very little compared 
with that of industrialised countries.

The Kyoto protocol requires 
industrialised nations to cut green-
house emission levels by a deadline 
of 2008 to 2012, and is likely to 
emerge as one of the focal points of 
the Delhi UN Convention on Climate 
Change, known as COP-8. 

Developing countries are obliged 
to make inventories of their emis-
sion levels and develop national 
action plans for cutting them back -- 
with financial and technical help 
from developed nations. 

The UN conference in New 
Delhi, in which 169 countries are 
participating, is focusing on future 
action needed to tackle global 
warming and the preparatory work 
to be done ahead of the protocol 
coming into force early next year. 

Climate change has emerged as 
one of the most serious concerns in 
the world today and the convention 
has provided us with a sound basis 
for global co-operation, the 
Vajpayee said.

The convention reflects the 
consensus that addressing the 
challenge of climate change is the 
integral part of the need to achieve 
sustainable development, he 
added.

He said the world has under-
stood the importance of diversifying 
energy supply, substantial ly 
increasing the share of renewable 
energy in the total energy mix, and 
enhancing the use of energy con-
servation technologies.

Earlier, two school children of the 
Tata Energy Research Institute 
(TERI) handed over the children's 
declaration on climate change to TR 
Baalu, environment minister of India 
and president of the COP-8.

Nasimul Haque of Bangladesh 
urged for immediate ratification by 
Russia and Canada so that Kyoto 
Protocol can be put into effect.

He also asked the United States 
and Australia to ratify the protocol. 
He was speaking on behalf of the 
Climate Action Network, a coalition 
of non-government organisations 
(NGOs) representing the civil soci-
ety worldwide.

Representative of the UN secre-
tary-general Nitin Desai, UNFCCC 
executive secretary-general Joke 
Waller-Hunter, IFCC chairman Dr 

RK Pachanri, Patrick Girand of the 
Asian Development Bank and 
Kristalina Georgieva of the World 
Bank also spoke at the inaugural 
session.

AFP adds, after the session, 
heads of delegation went into a 
huddle to begin forging a declara-
tion on the future action needed to 
roll back global warming. 

A European Union delegation 
told reporters they would at the 
round table discussions draw the 
attention of all countries on the need 
to start looking beyond the 2012 
deadline. 

"Science tells us that the existing 
measures are not enough to 
achieve a stabilisation of the con-
centration of greenhouse emission 
levels in the atmosphere," said 
senior EU delegate Steen Gade. 

"The developed countries should 
take on further reduction commit-
ments and we should also start to 
discuss in what way the richest 
developing countries can contrib-
ute," he added. 

Gade said discussions on future 
action should include all countries 
regardless of whether they have to 
make commitments or not on emis-
sion reduction. 

Senior UN leaders warned 
ahead of the opening of the ministe-
rial conference that urgent action 
was needed to slow changes to the 
world's climate. 

"The accumulated evidence 
continues to give us concern on 
climate change. There has been an 
increase of three percent in the level 
of carbon in the atmosphere since 
1995," said GOP Obassi, secretary-
general of the World Meteorological 
Organisation.

He said sea levels were rising 
and extreme weather events such 
as floods were happening with 
greater frequency. 

Obassi said new evidence 
showed most of the changes in the 
weather pattern were due to human 
activities. 

"Industrialised nations must do 
all to cut greenhouse gases. As a 
first step, they must ratify the Kyoto 
protocol," said Klaus Toepfer, exec-
u t ive  secre tary  o f  the  UN 
Environment Programme (UNEP). 

By Friday, when the conference 
ends, delegates are expected to 
announce a Delhi declaration 
mapping out an action plan to cut 
greenhouse emissions and check 
global warming.

UN meet on climate

Selim's bail
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two separate cases one was filed 
with Madaripur Sadar police station 
while the other with Keranigonj 
police station in Dhaka district in 
connection with the attack on 
Khaleda's motorcade.

Sheikh Selim was also given a 
one-month detention order the 
Special Powers Act 1974.

The First Class Magistrate's 
Court, Dhaka on Sunday rejected the 
bail petition of Sheikh Selim in the 
case filed with Keranigonj thana and 
sent him to the Dhaka Central Jail.

FROM PAGE 1

results as an outcome of manipula-
tion and fraud, she said it deprived 
the people of their right to choose 
their government in a genuine way.

Hasina said Awami League took 
part in the last election after fulfilling 
almost all its pre-election pledges in 
economic, social, political and 
external sectors during her five-year 
rule since June 1996. But "the 
outcome of the election was a bolt 
from the blue".

"The election results were 
manipulated through planned fraud, 
vote rigging and unfair practices," 
she told the seminar in the 
European city.

Analysing the last three election 
results, Hasina said in 1991 Awami 
League secured 103 seats with 34 
per cent of votes and in 1996 some 
146 seats with 38 per cent of votes.

"In 2001, how one can justify that 
40.2 per cent of votes give 62 seats 
while 45.9 per cent give 220 seats? 
How can it be possible?"

Hasina said, " My people still 
wonder about the 2001 election 
result. In my view, the mere holding 
of periodic election is not the only 

Reactionary forces

Schoolteacher
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responsible for failing them.
Apon was expelled from the 

school examination while Shantunu 
was not promoted for failing two 
subjects. Both of them got angry 
with Swapan Goswami, a popular 
and honest teacher of the school, 
and decided to kill him, Rifat said in 
the statement.

Meanwhile, Shantunu contacted 
Rifat to have Swapan Goswami 
killed and Rifat contacted profes-
sional killer Zillu for the purpose.

Shantunu promised to pay Zillu 
Tk one lakh for the murder but Zillu 
demanded the point 32 revolver of 
his (Shantunu's) father to be used 
as the murder weapon.

Accordingly, Shantunu gave the 
firearm to Zillu and later Zillu, Rifat 
and Biplob killed Swapan Goswami 
on October 26 on his way to school 
in the Dhanmondi area.

Rifat was sent to Dhaka Central 
jail after his confessional statement.

FROM PAGE 1

Ward commissioners have taken 10 
per cent commission in advance 
from the contractors for buying and 
dropping tender papers for every 
work, they alleged. 

Earlier reports in a section of the 
press said that executive engineers 
of 10 zones of the DCC had also 
taken two per cent commission from 
the contractors concerned. As a 
result, others could not collect the 
tender schedules from those execu-
tive engineers.

Contractors alleged that the 
executive engineers sold the tender 
schedules on the basis of lists of 
contractors prepared by the ward 
commissioners.

Asked about this, some the 
executive engineers admitted 'a few 
irregularities' and said that they had 
nothing to do in this regard as the 
musclemen backed by the ward 
commissioners controlled the whole 
process. 

Sources said that the commis-
sioners or their representatives 
were present at the executive 
engineers' offices during collection 
and dropping of the tender sched-
ules. Besides, a number of contrac-
tors alleged that they could not 

participate in the bid as musclemen 
of the commissioners threatened 
them not to go for it.

An executive engineer, prefer-
ring anonymity, said, "It is impossi-
ble to get any work of the DCC 
without making secret arrange-
ments with the ward commission-
ers." 

When contacted yesterday, two 
ward commissioners who are said 
to be in the 'five star' group refuted 
the allegations of their involvement 
in the tender manipulations.

They claimed that the allegations 
are motivated and they demanded 
proper investigation into those.

"I want proper investigation and I 
should be punished if found guilty," 
said one of them, Chowdhury Alam, 
Commissioner of ward-56 and 
president of Ramna unit of BNP.

The other, commissioner of 
ward- 21 and president of Badda 
unit of BNP MA Quaiyum, also 
expressed similar sentiment. 

Other members of the group are 
the general secretary of the city 
BNP Abdus Salam, president of 
Sutrapur BNP and commissioner of 
ward -74 Abul Bashar and commis-
sioner of ward-51 and president of 
Dhanmondi BNP Abdul Latif. Salam 

is now out of the country and the two 
others could not be contacted.

The mayor also could not be 
contacted yesterday as he is 
abroad.

Meanwhile, the executive engi-
neers are now preparing a list of 
those who took part in the bid. They 
would submit it to the Tender 
Committee of the DCC headed by 
the CEO for preparing a short list for 
finalisation of the process by the 
mayor.

Muscle grab papers

Biman's office 
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in irregularities and false booking in 
the past. 

The investigation found that 
Biman CBA leaders worked as a 
pressure group for ticket confirma-
tion at the London station. 

The report has gleaned evi-
dences of pressure by the CBA 
president and the general secretary 
and suggested appropriate action 
against them.     

Commercial Officer Shamsul 
Arefin and Junior Commercial 
Officer Monwarul Alam Babu at the 
central reservation office in Dhaka 
should be transferred to Biman's 
domestic offices, the report sug-
gests. 

Moreover, junior commercial 
officers at the Biman cargo depart-
ment -- Alauddin and Bashir -- and 
Sales Assistant Tipu Sultan should 
also be transferred to other domes-
tic stations.       

Controller desks at the central 
reservation office and Biman 
Headquarters should be changed 
every two months, the report recom-
mended. 
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the city.
The ADB president offered his 

compliments to the prime minister 
on attaining stability in socioeco-
nomic sectors through various 
programmes in the first year of her 
government's rule.

He noted this was done in a very 
difficult environment. "But it was a 
job very well done."

Chino observed that the fiscal 
deficiency had been substantially 
reduced and foreign exchange 
significantly increased during the 
period.

Speaking highly of the develop-
ment in the country's energy, road 
and transport sectors, Chino 
emphasised attaining sector effi-
ciency and capacity building at 
various levels.

Praising the bank's initiatives in 
socioeconomic advancement of 
Bangladesh, the prime minister 
apprised him of government steps in 
various sectors, particularly agricul-
ture, food and industrialisation, and 
sought more assistance from the 
ADB in this regard.

Pointing out her government's 
main objective of alleviating poverty 
and attaining self-sufficiency in 
food, Khaleda Zia said her govern-
ment laid importance on develop-
ment of agriculture, dairy, poultry 
and agro-based industries.

This, she pointed out, will help 
build an effective workforce as well 
as create more employment oppor-
tunities.

Dwelling on infrastructure devel-
opment of the country, Khaleda Zia 
sought the Asian Development 

Bank's assistance for constructing a 
bridge over river Padma.

Thanking the ADB for its cooper-
ation in building the Jamuna 
Multipurpose Bridge which set up 
direct link with the country's north-
ern districts, she said the bridge on 
the Padma would establish direct 
communications with the southern 
districts.

"If communications improve, the 
economy will thrive and a balanced 
development will be ensured," the 
PM told the donor-agency chief.

Tadao Chino pointed at the 
feasibility study being conducted by 
Japan for construction of the Padma 
Bridge and said once the study is 
complete, the ADB would coordi-
nate with other development part-
ners for the assistance. ADB will be 
actively involved in it, he assured.

During the meeting, the prime 
minister urged the Bank executive 
to provide Bangladesh with facilities 
of Asian Development Fund (ADF), 
the concessional lending window of 
ADB for developing countries.

In this regard, the ADB president 
informed that the bank is preparing 
a project on Bangladesh to be 
effective in 2004-2005.

He said ADB always attaches 
special importance to Bangladesh 
and mentioned the setting up of the 
bank's first resident mission in 
Dhaka.

Earlier welcoming the ADB 
delegation, the prime minister 
congratulated the officials on the 
occasion of the bank's 20th 
Anniversary.

 ADB chief on gas

Security council
FROM PAGE 1

situation after withdrawal of the 
army.

Giving official account of deaths 
since the launch of `operation clean 
heart' for crackdown on crimes on 
October 16 midnight, he said so far 
11 people had died after having 
been picked up during the manhunt 
for offenders.

He told newsmen that the army 
has formed separate investigation 
teams to probe any misdoing by 
army personnel in the countrywide 
"joint drives" against the perpetra-
tors of violent crimes.

"We don't have any intention to 
hide any information and we will be 
transparent about the operation," 
said the government's principal 
information officer.

Colonel Nazrul Islam and AIG 
Hasan Mahmud Khandaker were 
present, among others, in the brief-
ing session on the ongoing 
anticrime operation.

Meanwhile, some 158 people 
including 15 "listed criminals" were 
arrested in last 24 hours till 8:00am 
yesterday and 26 firearms seized.

Malnutrition
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The report said HIV/ AIDS is now the 

fourth biggest cause of death in the 

world and about 2.9 million deaths 

are attributed to unsafe sex. About 

40 million people have been 

infected with HIV and the number is 

growing rapidly.

About 1.7 million deaths a year 

worldwide are attributed to the 

usage of unsafe water, sanitation 

and hygiene. 

Iron deficiency has been marked 

as the most prevalent of nutrient 

deficiencies, affecting an estimated 

two billion people. The most com-

mon victims are children and moth-

ers. It causes almost a million 

deaths.

The report identified vitamin A 

deficiency as the leading cause of 

acquired blindness in children and 

iodine deficiency to be the single 

most preventable cause of mental 

retardation and brain damage.

The report recommended a 

substantial increase in government 

taxes, which would enable them to 

provide significant health benefits at 

low cost. 

The report also recommended 

health ministries to undertake 

stronger roles in formulating risk 

prevention policy and provide more 

support for scientific research, 

improved surveillance systems and 

better access to global information.

The other recommendation of 

the report includes development of 

effective, committed policies for the 

prevention of globally increasing 

risks to health and reaching a bal-

ance between government, com-

munity and individual contributions.

Graft case
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the Chief Metropolitan Magistrate's 
(CMM's) Court, Dhaka on October 
14 against Hasina and three others. 
The case was later transferred to the 
Sessions Judge's Court.

Hasina and three other accused 
in the case are now on bail.

The case was originally filed with 
Ramna police station on December 
11 last year against Prof Rafiqul for 
awarding a contract to the China 
National Water Resources and 
H y d r o p o w e r  E n g i n e e r i n g  
Corporation (CNHEC) for develop-
ment of the site for installation of the 
AES 450 MW Meghnaghat power 
plant phase 1 for his "personal 
benefit." SHACO is the local agent of 
CNHEC.

The contract involving Tk 141.65 
crore was given to the company 
ignoring the lowest bid of Tk 123.76 
crore, causing a loss of Tk 17.89 
crore to the state, the FIR of the case 
said.

In the charge sheet, the 
Investigation Officer (IO) of the case 
said the names of Hasina and the 
two others have been included as 
investigation revealed their involve-
ment in the scam. Eight persons 
were shown as prosecution wit-
nesses.

Life term
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The victim's father Basher Mollah 
filed the case with Boalia Thana in 
this regard.

Sub-inspector Zulfiqar Ali of 
Boalia Thana submitted the 
chargesheet against the accused 
on August 10, 1999.

Special public prosecutor advo-
cate Ershad Ali Esa appeared for 
the state while advocate Parvez 
Towfiq Zahedi represented the 
accused.

Garbage
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failing to do its job due to lack of 
logistic support.

Besides wastes, his department 
has to collect earth and building 
materials from city roads, left by 
private developers and government 
agencies after finishing their work.

Moreover, there are allegations 
that a sizeable section of DCC's 
6,000 street cleaners do not work 
properly. There are many political 
appointees among them and they 
just sign registers at ward commis-
sioners' offices and draw salary 
from the DCC, sources said.

The conservancy department 
has about 450 portable and 3000 
concrete roadside bins where the 
street cleaners are supposed to 
dump wastes first. But the ward 
commissioners do not supervise the 
cleaners' work properly.

Lack of co-ordination between 
DCC and ward commissioners' 
offices has created a 'system ineffi-
ciency' in collecting the wastes, 
sources said.

Officials at DCC's Engineering 
Department now pin their hopes on 
community-based waste collection 
programme. Only this can keep the 
city clean, a top official said. 

Such private initiatives for waste 
collection have already been 
launched in about 300 areas of the 
city, they said.

Housewife
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Her husband Abdus Sobhan is a 
government employee at Rangpur.

The victim's minor son came 
home at around 10 am from outside 
and found his mother lying in a pool 
of blood.

Being informed, local people 
rushed to the spot and sent Mina to 
Premtali Health Complex where the 
doctors declared her dead.

A case was filed with Godagari 
Police Station in connection with the 
murder.
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and handed over to police. Police 
produced him before the court and 
he was sent to the jail. He fell sick 
inside the jail and was sent to the 
hospital where he died. 

In Madaripur, according to our 
correspondent, an army team 
arrested Tota Miah, 37, Shankar 
Malu, 35, and Sayed Munshi, 38, in 
their village Khoajpur for their 
alleged involvement in looting 19 
rifles from the Dattapara Police 
Camp in Shibchar. The incident took 
place two years ago.

The army team took them to 
village Shirkhara in a bid to seize the 
looted arms. Tota Miah fell sick at 
the village and was rushed to the 
Madaripur Sadar Hospital where he 
died at around 9:00am yesterday. 
The autopsy was carried out at the 
hospital in presence of army per-
sonnel.

Army sources said Tota gave a 
statement before the on-duty army 
personnel that he would show rifles 
if he were taken to Shikhara village. 

Accordingly, Tota was taken to 
the village. At one stage, he ran out 
of the army custody, stumbled and 
got injured, the sources claimed. He 
was rushed to the hospital where he 
died. The army sources also 
claimed that Tota Miah did not die 
from torture.

Meanwhile, Abu Sayed, a higher 
secondary second year student of 
Salahuddin College at Choumohoni 
of Noakhali, died at the Chest 
Diseases Hospital in the capital 
Tuesday evening. 

Sources said army picked up 
Sayed and seized a knife from him 
on October 22 in his Talua village 

residence. He was turned over to 
police who produced him before the 
court. The court sent him to jail on 
October 24.

Sayed fell sick in the jail and was 
rushed to the Maijdi Sadar Hospital. 
However, his condition deteriorated 
and he was shifted to the Chest 
Diseases Hospital in Dhaka on 
October 28. He died at the hospital 
Tuesday evening.

The body was sent to the Dhaka 
Medical College Hospital for 
autopsy. Hospital sources said 
there were marks of injuries in 
different parts of his body. His 
brother Abu Ahad Sufian took the 
body to their village.

Family sources said the victim 
was not involved with any political 
party or their front organisation. 

Meanwhile, on the 14th day of 
the 'Operation Clean Heart', army 
arrested 158 people and seized 26 
firearms along with 552 rounds of 
ammunition across the country in 
the last 24 hours ending at 8:00am 
yesterday.

In the capital, army arrested 
Ayub Ali, a constable of the police 
protection division of the Dhaka 
Metropolitan Police while he was 
allegedly taking bribes from sex 
workers in the early hours of yester-
day. He was handed over to the 
Tejgaon Police Station.

In Chittagong, 36 people were 
hauled up in different parts of the 
city and the district yesterday.

Army troops picked up 17 each 
from the port city and Banshkhali 
Upazila and two from Patia Upazila. 
Of the two arrestees in Patia, one is 
an incumbent ward commissioner, 
and the other a former ward com-

missioner.
Our Sylhet correspondent said 

five people including three listed 
criminals were arrested in the army 
crackdown in the district yesterday.

They are Nurul Islam Lucky, son 
of Masud Mia of Kuchai village; 
Iqbal Hossain Mintu, son of late Altaf 
Hossain of the same village; and 
Nazrul Islam Kamal, son of late 
Rashid Miah of Sultanpur, were 
listed criminals. Two others arrested 
are Mohammad Ayub Ahmed, son 
of late Hurmat Ali of Shah Sikandar, 
and Akid Mia, son of Tera Miah of 
Pashchimbagh.

Our Rajshahi correspondent 
said army arrested 263 people from 
16 districts of Rajshahi division 
yesterday.

The joint convener of the 
Rajshahi city unit of the Bangladesh 
Chhatra League (BCL) was among 
the arrestees.

Our Mymensingh correspondent 
said army arrested six people 
including district BNP General 
Secretary and former general 
secretary of the Transport Owners 
Association Manjurul Haque Manju 
yesterday. 

The other arrestees are Zahirul 
Haque Liton, Abdul Halim Khan, 
Swadesh Sarkar, one Robin and 
Masuduzzaman Khan. 

Sources said army raided the 
residence of Awami League law-
maker and Organising Secretary of 
Bangladesh Jubo League Mirza 
Azam in Jamalpur yesterday. No 
further details were available 

Three more die, 158 held

yardstick of measuring democracy 
or the tone of a society."

"If election process is betrayed, if 
a fundamentalist alliance assumes 
power through conspiracy, the 
country might become a hotbed of 
terrorism, it can become a safe 
haven for a terrorist network, as the 
government of fundamentalist 
alliances will morally and physically 
help so-called fundamentalist 
terrorists though under cover," she 
said.

Citing recent reports published in 
Time Magazine, Far Eastern 
Economic Review and Wall Street 
Journal that Southern Bangladesh 
has become a haven for `religious 
fanatics', Hasina said BNP, Jamaat 
and IOJ, partners of the alliance 
government, " are open about their 
sympathies and support for reli-
gious fanatics".

The Awami League chief said 
they could not earlier figure out the 
magnitude of the situation. But if 
these reports are true, "it is a matter 
of serious concern for the world 
community and us".

Hasina feels it could bring a 
"nightmare for the world and peace 
would be a far cry, not only for us in 
Bangladesh, but also around the 
region".

About democracy, the opposition 
leader said without democracy, 
without the principle of genuine 
people's consent, state can only 
enforce and impose its will through 
violence.

"Without good governance, 
there can be no economic growth, 
without rule of law, there can be no 
justice or security for the individu-
als," she told the meet.

About human rights, the immedi-
ate-past prime minister observed 
that where human rights are 
ignored, criminals and terrorists 
thrive, and regional and global 
security is at risk, because chaos 
spreads al l  too quickly, as 
September 11, 2001 so vividly 
demonstrates.
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