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RECOMMENDATIONS

Solo art exhibition
October 29 November 07

Painter Javed Jalil hosts a 10-day
solo exhibition titled, 'BLACK LINE',
at Shilpangan gallery (R # 5, Hse #
25, Dhanmondi R/A.) in the city that
is to be inaugurated by Andre
Raynouard, Cultural Counsellor of
French Embassy in Bangladesh.
Special guests cartoonist Shishir
Bhattacharya and noted art and
drama critic, also an internationally
reputed playwright, Syed Ahmed
are to speak on the inaugural
ceremony to be held at the venue at
5:.00 p.m. on October 29. The
exhibition will remain open to the
visitors from 10:00 a.m. t0 8:00 p.m.
everyday.

Group art exhibition

October 24- 31

Entitled, 'Third Group Art Exhibition
of Young Artists of Bangladesh', a
group show goes on at the Russian
Cultural center at Dhanmondiin the
city and is open daily from 4:00 p.m.
t08:00 p.m.

Group painting show
October 25 November 03

A group art exhibition of 18 young
female artists of Nandan continues
atthe DRIK gallery at Dhanmondiin
the city.

Solo art show

Oct. 15-29

Artist Banizul Haq holds a solo art
exhibition at the gallery of
Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy at
Shegunbagichain the city. The show
remains open everyday from 11:00
a.m.to7:00p.m.andisopentoall.

Japanese Doll
exhibition

October 29 November 9

A Japanese doll show takes place
atthe Bangladesh Shishu Academy
premises in observance of the
ongoing Japan month in
Bangladesh. The exhibition
remains open from 10:00 a.m. to
6:00 p.m. every day while during
the Ramadan till4:00 p.m.

The Baily Star

Lalon mela -- rendezvous

of folk mystics

The recent Lalon mela at Kushtia and a summing up of the lyric poet's life

ARHAM-UL-HUQ CHOWDHURY

ALON Shah was a Baul,

"Baul" being the local name

for Bengali folk mystics. He
was an icon among the Bauls. He
attained a very high level of
enlightment and has always had a
high stature not only among the
Bauls but also among the common
rural people of Bengal. In Lalon
Shah's sayings and songs people
have always found comfort and
meaning.

Bauls' culture is not very easy to
understand, as it has rather com-
plex levels of philosophy and under-
standing. Though a few basic traits
are common among the Bauls, they
leave the regular life and embrace
and live a life of harsh situations and
detachments. They lead a life of self
and soul searching in the mystic
realm of Baul philosophy.

Bauls usually roam around like
free sprits, not restricting them-
selves to any one particular order.
Though there are many sub disci-
plines or orders, but on the whole,
they are neither Hindu nor Muslim.
They belong to the wider spectrum
of the Bauls, unlike the Sufi order,
where there are only the Islamic
mystics. Legend has it that Lalon
was Hindu. Once he was traveling to
a distance, and on his way he
became sick with small pox. He was
looked after by an elderly Muslim
couple. Instead of deserting him
they took care of him. On the other
side, not seeing any sign of his
return, his Hindu family observed
his shadha (last rites). But when
Lalon returned home he was
denounced even by his own family,
as they feared punishment of get-
ting outcast by the society if they
had accepted Lalon. The commu-
nity people said as the last rite had
been observed they could not
accept Lalon as aliving being even if
he was one. Later the elderly cou-
ple recovered Lalon and adopted
him, the adopted father Ilater
became Lalon's disciple and was
known as Malam Shah, while the
adopted mother is buried next to
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Lalonin his tomb in Kushtia. Thisis
the whole situation that moulded
Lalon's life, later to influence many
others.

Every year people from various
monastic order and the common
folk alike get together in Lalon's

akhra or shrine for three days start-
ing from the day of his death anni-
versary. The gathering begin to start
a few days earlier than that, and
stay much after the three-day event.
This year it has been the 112" anni-
versary of Lalon's death and the
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Always at ease: The Bauls are always at ease. Here a small group of Bauls is
seenrelaxing, keeping their instruments aside
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main event stretched from 16"
(Lalon's death anniversary) to 18" of
October. This is an important event
in the Baul calender, when count-
less number of mystics teem the
ground. Coming from distant places
they get together, to sing, chat,
exchange views to celebrate and to
honour some one whom they have
very high regard for.

This is among the very few and
rare occasions when so many Bauls
are seen together. One could actu-
ally feel their eccentric and
trounced life style. With brisk move-
ments and sudden singing it seems
to have a language of its own. The
mystics carry an aura of their own
but they are extremely respectful
and polite to each other and every-
one. This courtesy reaches its peak
in the Lalon mela, but otherwise,
being lonely souls, they usually
don't like coming in each other's
way. Though it is a huge gathering
but each one has his own tempera-
ment and chemistry that gives this
mela its unique flavour.

This union has its own mecha-
nism and dynamics, the movements
of these components makes the
whole system very moving. Coming
to the mela the Bauls settle and start
doing their own thing, as they are
always at ease, away from modern
and mechanical lives. Not all Bauls
live a life of seclusion some are
married and have children, some
give treatment, some sell inexpen-
sive things to make a living. In the
grounds few Bouls are seen giving
other Bouls some sort of service or
another, where a very wide and
frequent exchange of small notes
and coins are seen. With a very
deep and due respect towards each
other, though the service is given
voluntarily and the payment is also
optional, not the slightest tension is
seen, like one Baul carrying a big
fan made of palm leaf and waving at
a gathering. Then again another
Baul is seen going from one pilgrim
to another with the shanda bati, or
evening light, with fumes coming
from a big incense burner. He does
not seem to bother to wait to collect
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a small coin that he is given with a
namasker. Some sadhus are seen
deeply busy in their elaborate pujas,
with bells and blows.

In the outer circuit of the akhra or
shrine, an abundant and excessive
use of hashish is the norm. This is
often the quick way to reach trance,
one can confront the various ways
of hashish making. As it is widely
sold, this is yet another thing that
attracts the youngsters. In a con-
trast, no vices are brought inside the
gate, and conditions here are a little
sober. Singing goes on everywhere,
inside as well as outside. There is a
small enclosure of concrete fencing,
where many of Lalon's close aides
are buried and crossing that with in
the enclosure is the very small tomb
of Lalon Shah. As one enters, on the
left, there is the grave of Lalon's
adopted mother and on the right lies
Lalon. With a small dome on top and
all the walls with latticework around,
it is an impressive piece of architec-
ture. This harmonises well with the
mountain high arched gate that one
has to cross to come to Lalon's main
premises. But a serious eye sore is
the ugly four storied modern struc-
ture of auditorium and dormitory for
the Bauls which seem not only ugly
but also ironic as the place where
the structure now stands had huge
trees under which Bauls used
together in the past. The closed
erected building seems to choke the
shrine. The protest from the civilian
society seems to have fallen on
deaf ears. Again, a huge stage is
erected just out side the akhra, at
the entrance by the government
where in very loud speakers "lec-
tures" and "singings" are organised
inthe evenings.

But as adaptation is the order of
the day, and the whole event coming
up organically one can never tarnish
the great spritand enthusiasm of the
Bauls and the common folk alike.
The impulses of the Bauls can only
be felt by those who like to match
with the rhythm -- with those who
have come forthe rendezvous.

Bangladesh in ITI
World Congress

A nine-member Bangladesh ITI delegation

—

attends 29th World Congress

Bangladesh delegates Ataur Rahman, Aly Zaker and Ramendu Majumdar at
the general assembly of ITIWorld Congress

CULTURE DESK

HE activities of the Bangla-

desh Centre of the Interna-

tional Theatre Institute (ITI)
was highly acclaimed in the 29th
World Congress of ITI held from 14
to 19 October in Athens. Three
hundred and sixty-eight delegates
from 50 countries attended the
bienniale meet.

Two books The World on Thea-
tre' and 'World Theatre Day Mes-
sages' published by Bangladesh ITI
on the even of the Congress
received wide appreciation from the
delegates. A motion was also
adopted in the General Assembly of
the Congress felicitating Bangla-
desh Centre for these publications.

The elections of the new World-
wide Executive Council and the
Executive Board of the seven per-
manent committees for the next two
years were held during the Con-
gress. Eminent German Director
Manfred Beilharz was elected
President while Ramendu
Majumdar of Bangladesh and Jean
Pierre Guingane of Burkina Faso
were elected unanimously vice-
presidents of the Worldwide Execu-
tive Council.

Bangladesh ITI General Secre-
tary Ataur Rahman was elected a

member of the New Project Group
which initiates multicultural theatre
productions. Ramendu Majumdar
and Nasiruddin Yousuff were
elected President of the Communi-
cation Committee and the Cultural
Identity and Development Commit-
tee respectively.

Mofidul Hoque became the
Secretary of the ITI Editorial Board
while Sara Zaker was assigned the
responsibility of the Secretary of the
Dramatic Theatre Committee.
Liquat Ali Lucky was elected the
Assistant Secretary of the Music
Theatre Committee.

Aly Zaker and Prof. Shafi Ahmed
were elected to the Board of the
Playwrights Forum and Theatre
Education Committee respectively.

Activities of different committees
for the next two years were planned
and adopted in the Congress.
Bangladesh ITI will organise an
International Theatre Festival and
Seminar at the end of 2003.

A nine-member delegation of
Bangladesh ITI headed by its Presi-
dent Ramendu Majumdar attended
the Congress. The other members
of the delegation were Ataur
Rahman, Aly Zaker, Mofidul Hoque,
Nasiruddin Yousuff, Sara Zaker,
Shafi Ahmed, Liquat Ali Lucky and
Humayun Kabir Himu.
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