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MESSAGE

Bismillah-ar-Rahman-ar-Rahim

| welcome the 25 th Anniversary of the Rural Electrification Board.

It is heartening to know that the Board has already incorporated
nearly 40% of the country's land area under its electric network. |
appreciate the government for its resolute commitment towards
providing all-out support and assistance to establish electric
network throughout the country on a priority basis. | would like to
extend my sincere thanks to the development partners for their
unflinching support to this nation-building program, and also hope
that they would continue this gesture of cooperation in future.

Allah Hafez, Bangladesh Zindabad.

State Minister
Power Division

- Ministry of Power,.Energy & Mineral Resources
Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh

FELICITATION

It is a matter of great joy and happiness for me to acknowledge the Rural Electrification Board's
celebration of the 25th Anniversary of its emergence on 29 October 2002. On this festive occasion |
extend my profound gratitude and deep respect to Shaheed President Ziaur Rahman for his outstanding
efforts towards launching Rural Electrification Program in Bangladesh through establishment of the
Rural Electrification Board on 29 October 1977.

On this august occasion, | would like to recall that with the introduction of rural electrification program,
Shaheed President Ziaur Rahman initiated a new era of power distribution system in Bangladesh. It's a
matter of great pride and honor for the people of Bangladesh that within a period of only two and one-
half years since enactment of the Presidential Ordinance, the Rural Electrification Board succeeded in
switching on its first rural electnfication program on 02 June 1980. This unprecedented achievement was
possible only due to his foresight and dynamic leadership. Today we see a Program that has grown and
flounshed from those early beginnings and now contributing enormous impact on vast multitudes of rural
life as well as to national economy.

It is really heartening to observe that the rural electric consumers, immediately after having access to
electric power initiate and promote various income generating activities in their localities that improve
their standard of living and contnbute overall development of the country as well.

| hope that the long cherished desire of the rural masses to have an access to the blessings of the
twenty-first century’s modemn life through electrification will be materialized.

May Allah help us in our efforts.
Bangladesh Zindabad
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M. Saifur Rahman
Minister
Ministry of Finance and Planing
Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh

MESSAGE

It is with great pleasure that | have the opportunity to recognize the 25th Anniversary of the
emergence of the Rural Electrification Board.

It is gratifying to observe that the Program that got underway in 1977-78 with US$ 79.20 million
support from the US Agency for International Development, has by now grown o a
multinational/donor supported program with an investment exceeding US$ 1.2 billion. It is a state of
high enthusiasm to learn that the rural electrification program has been identified as successful
institutional development effort in Bangladesh.

| hope the Rural Electrification Program will consistently contribute on the lives of the people of the
country through its existing and expanding network. | :

On this happy occasion | convey my earnest felicitations to all development partners and allied
associates for their continual support and efforts towards implementation of this colossal Program
of rural electrification in Bangladesh.

| wish the occasion a success. e \ =
Qv‘ %‘L;lﬁgkfkuﬂ_
M. Saifur Rahman

PRIME MINISTER

GOVERNMENT OF THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF |
BANGLADESH

It gives me immense pleasure to know that the Rural Electrification
Board, established with the mandate to launch rural electrification |
programme in Bangladesh on the cooperative concept, is
celebrating its 25th anniversary. On this happy occasion, | recall
the stunning contribution of Shaheed President Ziaur Rahman for
initiating this epoc-making national infrastructure development
programme in Bangladesh.

| am really enthused to observe that this Rural Electrification
Programme whose first energization ceremony was set off on 02
June 1980 with only 500 consumers, has within a span of only
twenty-two years, escalated to over four- Billion spreading over

more than thirty six thousand rural villages. _ h

It is heartening to know that this programme has by now produced
far-reaching effects on the lives of the people along with the
electrified villages through expansion of agro-based economy and
creating immense potentiality for other sectors like employment
generation, health and family welfare, education, information
technology, small and cottage industry and poverty alleviation.

| hope that this Rural Electrification Programme shall continue to
be a development instrument that consistently contributes
contributes comprehensive effects on the lives of the rural people.

On this occasion, | convey my sincere thanks to all development
partners and responsive associates for their cooperation and
assistance to this important socioeconomic strengthening

programme of Bangladesh.

| wish the celebration all success.
3

Allah Hafez, Bangladesh Zindabad
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Secretary-in-Charge
Power Division
Ministry of Energy and Mineral Resources
Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh

e N FELICITATION

Iit is a great pleasure for me to greet the 25Ih Anniversary of the emergence of the Rural Electrification
Broad, which was established by Shaheed President Ziaur Rahman in 1977 as a vital institution to help
improve the quality of life of the vast multitudes of rural people of Bangladesh. :

It is really encouraging to observe that this Program over the years has succeeded in bringing electricity
to over four million consumers in the country and ensured meaningful changes in rural living pattem.
Being encouraged by this Program's enviable success, rapid growth, strict adherence to financial
discipline, standards of line construction & sound management practice, various development partners
have extended generous assistance to this Program, and are still showing continued interest.

On this auspicious occasion | am delighted to mention that so far we could make electricity available to
over 25% of our population through this Program. Despite this commendable achievement a large
percentage of rural people are yet to have access to this blessing of modem technology. So there is still
vitually a green field for further development of electrification program and lhIS requires continued
commitment in order to accomplish the task.

On this happy occasion, | would like to commend all concerned who have put forth untiring efforts for
promoting this consumer-owned cooperative concep! of Area Coverage Rural Electrification Program a
grand success and also expect that the same efforts will continue with greater momentum.

—

(S M Shamsul Alam)
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Chairman
Rural Electrification Board

FELICITATION

It is a great honor and privilege for me to represent the Rural Electrification Board on the 25th
anniversary of its emergence. On this jubilant occasion, we convey our profound tributes and
gratitude to Shaheed President Ziaur Rahman who on 29 October 1977 heralded the advent of
Rural Electrification Program in Bangladesh with the firm determination to reaching electric
power to every homestead of the vast rural multitudes.

The Board established as a body corporate having perpetual succession with the authority to
generate, transmit and distribute electricity to rural areas through implementation of the US
cooperative model of Area Coverage Rural Electrification Program on the principles of
consumers direct participation to ensure maximum cooperation of the beneficiaries.

The REB commenced its institutional development and operational activities on 01 January
1978 and succeeded in energizing the country's first Palli Bidyut Samity on 02 June 1980 with
only 500 consumers and one 5 MVA sub-station. Since then, this Program has met many
challenges and accomplished a great deal to become a truly nation-building program by
drawing Interest and trust of the people throughout the length and breadth of the country. Itis
really gratifying to state that as of this date the Board has constructed a total of 142,883
kilometers of distribution lines and 251 sub-stations spreading over 424 upa-zillas of the
country. So far a total of 4.1 million consumers spreading over thirty six thousand rural
villages are now enjoying the benefit of electricity through 67 Palli Bidyut Samities that have
been established.

With the availability of electricity, the scenario of these villages start changing radically,
because electricity fosters not only ease and comfort in their day to day life, but also
transports enlightenment and economic activities for poverty alleviation. This is amply
demonstrated in those rural homes where darkness disappears with the pushing of a switch,
and dwellers have the opportunity to engage themselves in various income generating
activities. The positive impact of rural electrification has also been felt in the socio economic
infrastructure development and in the productive spheres of life of the vast rural multitudes.

This massive success to the Program, coupled with its innovative application in rural power
distribution infrastructure, operational standard, financial discipline & transparency in
management practices has established the Program's credibility and reliability among the rural
people and the development partners as well. It's recognized success has brought in
acclamation and laurels, which serves as a continuous impetus and incentive to this Program.

On this happy and auspicious occasion | extend my earnest appreciation & gratitude to the US
Agency for International Development and the National Rural Electric Cooperative Association, |
both of whom have been in partnership with REB since inception. This heartfelt thanks is also
extended to other members of the donor community and all other allied associates for their
relentless efforts and sincere cooperation and assistance towards bringing in a success story |
to this Program.

‘i. N

Zlaul Islam Choudhury ' I.
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