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RECOMMENDATIONS

Solo art exhibition

October 29 November 07

Painter Javed Jalil hosts a 10-day
solo exhibition titled, 'BLACK LINE',
at Shilpangan gallery (R # 5, Hse #
25, Dhanmondi R/A.) in the city that
is to be inaugurated by Andre
Raynouard, Cultural Counsellor of
French Embassy in Bangladesh.
Special guests cartoonist Shishir
Bhattacharya and noted art and
drama critic, also an internationally
reputed playwright, Syed Ahmed
are to speak on the inaugural
ceremony to be held at the venue at
5:.00 p.m. on October 29. The
exhibition will remain open to the
visitors from 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
everyday.

Group art exhibition

October 24- 31

Entitled, ‘Third Group Art Exhibition
of Young Artists of Bangladesh', a
group show goes on at the Russian
Cultural center at Dhanmondiin the
city and is open daily from 4:00 p.m.
t08:00 p.m.

Group painting show

October 25 November 03

A group art exhibition of 18 young
female artists of Nandan continues
atthe DRIK gallery at Dhanmondiin
the city.

Theater

October 22- 28

A drama festival titled, Three
decades of Theater' takes place at
the Mahila Samity Auditorium in the
city in observance of 30th
anniversary of the group, 'Theater'.
Seven productions are to be staged
within the period of local and Indian
groups.

Solo art show

Oct. 15-29

Artist Banizul Haq holds a solo art
exhibition at the gallery of
Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy at
Shegunbagichain the city. The show
remains open everyday from 11:00
a.m.to7:00p.m.andis opentoall.
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_Event |
Of Vogue, Music and Verve

Zed Event Management hosts fashion and music event in the city

Aziz AMIRUL

fashion and musical
event, Verve, organised
by Zed Event Manage-

ment upon a mini wooden ramp at
a city venue, last Friday evening
that was formerly known as Panda
Garden restaurant, at Abbas
Garden of Mohakhali, was held.
This included a fashion parade
presented by a group of leading
models of the country who dis-
played a wide range of designed
apparels of designer and promi-
nent model, Azra Mahmood.

Some nine themes were
depicted in the fresh designs
displayed by the models in an
hour-long catwalk session. The
choreographer of the show was
Tupa, a leading choreography
specialist in the country's fashion
arena.

Apart from hosting of the fash-
ion show, a musical performance
was too presented before the
audience, by the members of
Subconscious, an upcoming rock
band of the country which is the
winner of the 'best band award' at
the recently concluded Benson &
Hedges Star Search 2002.

Zed Event Management that
was launched in the first half of the
current year by a group of young
promoters of fashion and music
hosted the first Verve event at
Lagoon hall at the Rifles' Square
at BDR gate in the city earlier in
July.

'Itis one of our firm intentions to
host such events in the city, full of
fun and entertainment and one
complete with light refreshment,
regularly at a span of every three
months or so. Besides, promotion
of fashion, the management of
Zed also intends to do something
good for the young musicians and
bands of the country’, said a lead-
ing member of the organization.
'In our cities, the common people
have very little access to pure
entertainment and thus the Verve

Of pomp, glitter and chic

events, as we feel, would certainly
be a fine attempt to reduce such
problems', he added.

Models clad in stitched news-
paper robes and one of them
covered by a large cardboard box
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across the torso took part in
parade. Nature was one of the
major themes of the show and
models were seen, adorned upon
crowns, bands of leaves and
twigs. Male models too displayed

designed clothing with one clad on
the lower portion with a one-piece
garment, shaded in ash grey.

As the two-hour show came to
a close, audiences mostly in their
teens, twenties and thirties, left
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the venue, satisfied and pleased,
being able to fully relish the pre-
sentations provided through an
event that is quite rare in our busy
urban life.

The Baily Star

Balad: a befitting
satirisation

Theatre holds drama festival to
celebrate its thirty years
of stage activities

HARUN UR RASHID

N occasion of celebrat-
ing the thirtieth anniver-
sary of 'Theatre', the

reputed drama group has
arranged a drama festival in the
city. On October 22, after inaugu-
rating the festival, Theatre pre-
sented its new production named
Balad (the Bullock) in the evening
at the auditorium of Mahila
Samiti.

Before the drama production,
renowned language-fighter and
music artiste Abdul Latif inaugu-
rated the festival. President of
Theatre and actor K. S. Firoze
presided over the ceremony.
Reputed actor Professor Mamtaz
Uddin Ahmed, Director of the
Department of Theatre of Bangla-
desh Shilpakala Academy, S. M.
Mohsin, General Secretary of the
United Cultural Unity Golam
Kuddus, and the former and
present General Secretaries of
Theatre were also present at the
function. The speakers
emphasised on the necessity of
patronisation of the theatre cul-
ture in the country. However,
everyone agreed that the present
culture in theatre was of interna-
tional standard. Apart from Thea-
tre's own productions and those
of the local groups, the festival
features some of foreign groups:
two theatre groups from Kolkata,
and one from Shiliguri will also
perform at the festival. Theatre
personality from Agartala, Manik
Datta, was also present at the
opening ceremony.

In the theatre revolution in
Bangladesh, especially after the
great Independence War of 1971,
Theatre has its considerable
share of contribution. For a long
period of three decades from
1972 to 2002, Theatre has pro-

duced numerous pieces on stage
that has added to the phenome-
non of establishing theatre as a
professional art.

The drama Balad is a sharp
attack on the sect of people who
called themselves 'Razakar’,
who, during the War of Independ-
ence in 1971, played abominable
role by means of betrayal and
dirty tricks against the sacred
cause of the War. As 'balad' (that
in Bangla stands for a bullock)
denotes a castrated ox which is
made sexually impotent, the
drama symbolically hints at the
cowardice and heinous aspects
of the Razakars.

Based on a short story of the
same name by famous writer
Muhammad Zafar Igbal, the
drama version has been adapted
by actor and dramatist Gazi
Rakayet. Dr. Zafar Igbal in the
foreword to the drama, says that
after beginning writing stories on
our great Independence War,
once he felt that he should have
written of the Razakars too. For,
as a devout patriot, he was
equally concerned about the
gradual rise of that particular
sector who should always be
condemned for what they did in
1971. So, he aimed at lashing the
general public abhorrence on
them. Zafar Igbal conveyed his
gratification to Director K. M.
Haroon for taking the initiative to
spread the spirit of the story
among mass people through
stage production. Haroon
expressed his deep satisfaction
for having directed such a rich
piece on our Muktijuddha, which
has always been his favourite
subject for his medium of art. He
also thanked Theatre for giving
him the opportunity to work for the
stage after some thirteen years.
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