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RECOMMENDATIONSRECOMMENDATIONS

Matir Moina Premiere
Oct. 24 - 25

A premiere show of 'Matir Moina', a 

much-awaited feature film, directed 

by Tareque Masud and produced 

by Catherine Masud, is going to be 

held at 6:00 p.m. at the auditorium 

of The British Council in the city. 

The ceremony will be attended 

among others by the former Chief 

A d v i s o r  t o  t h e  C a r e t a k e r  

Government, Justice Habibur 

Rahman who will be the chief guest. 

Special guests of the show ill 

include H.E. Michel Lummaux, The 

F r e n c h  A m b a s s a d o r  i n  

Bangladesh, H.E. Dr. David Carter, 

the British High Commissioner in 

Bangladesh and Dr. Hameeda 

Hossain, a noted human rights' 

activist of the country, who will also 

preside over the meet. Regular 

shows of the film for the general 

public will kick-off at Madhumita 

cinema from October 25.

Theater
October 22- 28

A drama festival titled, 'Three 

decades of Theater' takes place at 

the Mahila Samity Auditorium in the 

city in observance of 30th 

anniversary of the group, 'Theater'. 

Seven productions are to be staged 

within the period of local and Indian 

groups.

Japanese Concert
October 24  - 25

FUSA & THE PLACE, a Japanese 

Blues Troupe presents a concert at 

Osmani Memorial Hall in the city at 

7:00 p.m. (both days) as part of their 

South Asia tour. 

Solo art show
Oct. 15- 29

Artist Banizul Haq holds a solo art 

exhibit ion at the gallery of 

Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy at 

Shegunbagicha in the city. The show 

remains open everyday from 11:00 

a.m. to 7:00 p.m. and is open to all.

BTV
8:35a.m. Alor pothey

9:00  News

9:05  Sports

9:30  Selected program

10:00  The News

10:05  Children's news

10:10  Selected program

10:30  Natun Kuri

11:00  News headline

12:00p.m. News headline

12:10  News headline

12:15  Azan

12:30  Closing of morning 

session

3:00  Opening

3:10  News headline

3:15  Patriotic songs

3:20  Bangla feature film

4:00  News headline

4:30  Ajker shongbadpotro

5:00  News

6:10  Cartoon

6:35  Chittagong BTV

7:00  News headline

7:05  Weather

7:10  Malancha

7:30  Drama serial

8:00  News

8:30  Songs

9:00  News headline

9:05  Anandabhuban

10:00  News at ten

10:25  magazine

11:30  Khabar / News

11:45  Closing

CHANNEL-i
1:30p.m. Opening

1:35  Hamd & Naat

2:00  Satyar Shondhaney

2:50  Double mazaa

5:05  Documentary

5:35  Kosimudu

6:10  Music Plus

6:45  Baro masher ranna

7:15  Channel I News

7:45  Telequiz

7:55  Sajai swapna ghar

8:25  Drama serial

9:00  Channel I News

9:30  Shongbadpotrey 

Bangladesh

9:40  Telequiz

9:50  Drama serial

10:25  Channel I Mobile quiz

10:30  Channel I News

11:15  Talk show

12:00a.m. Closing

Music Cinema

HARUN UR RASHID

UST when Matir Moina was 

J being screened at the Cairo 
International Film Festival in 

Egypt, Director Tareque Masud 
formally announced the much-
awaited release of the film at home 
today at the Madhumita Cinema 
Hall. Accompanied by four actors of 
the film -- Rokeya Prachy, Shah 
Alam Dewan, Russell Farazi and 
Lameessa R. Reemjheem -- a 
happy Masud appeared before an 
audience of journalists at a press 
conference held at Dhaka Report-
ers' Unity Auditorium on October 22.

Masud said that he had felt both 
happy and embarrassed when the 
film had been shown and praised at 
the Cannes Film Festival and in 
other foreign countries; for he could 
not yet at that time show the film to 
his countrymen due to some cen-
sorship complications. But now that 
the misunderstandings were over, 
he felt relieved. Masud expressed 
his gratitude towards the press for 
extending to the film a sympathetic 
support. He said that it had not been 
just a support for the cause of free-
dom of expression of an artist, but 
for the freedom of the audience too 
as regards their right to test, and 
then, to accept or reject a work of 
art.

As is already known to all from 
the reviews and criticism published 
in foreign media Matir Moina is a tale 
of a young boy, Anu, who is sent off 
to a madrasa by his deeply religious 
father. Through diverse experi-
ences of Anu, the film projects 
'divisions within a family that reflect 
the wider clash between moderate 
and extremist views'. Although the 
film is based on Masud's own child-
hood experience, and it had been 
completed before 11 September 
2001, in the consequent global 
context the film emerged with new 
meaning and significance. So, 
Masud feared the possibility that the 
western audience might have made 
an issue of the film's not getting 
censor approval, instead of watch-

ing the film in its own light.
However, the film has finally 

been approved by the Censor 
Board, and is about to be released 
soon; and Masud urged to the 
viewers of the country to treat the 
film as a brief, but not confused and 
unrealistic, reflection of the pluralis-
tic image of our society. He said, 'It is 
the responsibility of any progressive 
and thinking being to stand on the 
side of the oppressed.' As fellow 
Muslims, even those of us who 
prefer to call ourselves secular, we 
should sympathise with the 'Muslim 
community, particularly in the Mid-
dle East, [which] is subject to dis-
crimination and oppression by 
certain quarters', Masud said. But at 
the same time it is also necessary 
for us to be self-criticising of our own 
drawbacks. Masud said that he had 
tried to convey this message in his 
film.

Regarding the edits he had to 
make on the film for censorship 
clearance, Masud informed that the 
changes were not big and promi-
nent ones -- especially that they had 
not affected the artistic spirit and 
revelation of the film. Chiefly a few 
dialogues and scenes had to be cut, 
which by no means were part of the 
message he had conveyed in the 
film.

About the film's release country-
wide, Masud said that if audience 
response comes in favour of the 
film, and distributors come forward, 
Matir Moina will be released all over 
the country soon. He grieved that he 
had to distribute his own film 
whereas international distributing 
and producing house MK2 had been 
its eager distributor at international 
level. But Masud was quite hopeful 
that people would accept the movie.

The one-hour-and-forty-five-
minutes long movie has been shot 
on 35 mm film, and made with 
technical assistance of the 'South 
Fund Cinema' sponsored by the 
government of France for competi-
tion of best script. Regular shows of 
the movie starts from 12 noon at 
Modhumita hall in the city today.

Clay Bird brought 
out of cage
Tareque Masud's internationally
acclaimed film Matir Moina 
releases in the city today

HBO
06:30a.m. Final Run
08:15  Jade
10:00  Weird Science
12:00  Pet Sematary II
02:00  Beyond The City 

Limits
03:45  The Delta Force
06:15  The Last Supper
08:00  The Blob
10:00  The Phantom
12:00a.m. Killer Instinct

HALLMARK
01:00a.m. The Mysterious 

Stranger
03:00  Sanctuary
05:00  Sesame Street - 

Episode # 23
06:00  The Prisoner Of 

Zenda, Inc.
08:00  The Inner Circle
10:00  Young Riders, The  

Man Behind The 
Badge

11:00  The Sandy Bottom 
Orchestra

01:00p.m. Touched By An 
Angel V - Episode # 
7

02:00  Sesame Street - 
Episode # 23

03:00  Scholastic Clifford  
Tough Enough/Stars 
In Your Eyes

03:30  Caillou - Episode # 
31

04:00  Flipper 
05:00  Early Edition 
06:00  Star Trek: Voyager 
07:00  White Nights
09:00  Early Edition 
10:00  Star Trek: Voyager 
11:00  Sublet

ESPN
(+ 30 mins)
00:15  Bloopers (T) 
00:30  Spanish League 

Highlights 2002/03 
Spanish League 
Highlights (T) 

01:00  Golf Classics Tiger'S 
Triple (R) 

02:00  Sportscenter Hindi 
(R) 

02:30  Anthology 2002 
Jump Rope 
Championship 
Orlando, FL USA (R) 

03:30  Sportscenter Bristol, 
CT USA (L)

05:00  Sportscenter Hindi 
(R) 

05:30  Mlb World Series 
San Francisco, CA 
USA Anaheim 
Angels Vs San 
Francisco Giants 

Game #5(L)  
09:00  Golf Tournament 

Fred Meyer Golf 
Challenge Aloha, 
OR USA Day 
One(R) 

11:00  Uefa Champions 
League 2002/03 
Uefa Champions 
League Piraeus, 
GREECE 
Olympiakos Piraeus 
Fc Vs Manchester 
United Group Phase 
1,Matchday 4(R) 

13:30  Sportscenter Bristol, 
CT USA (S)

14:30  Asa World Tour Asa 
Pro Tour - Sickest 
Tricks '02 (R) 

15:00  Free Ride Moto X 
Championship 
Series Espn Moto X 
Championshp (R) 

16:00  Ladies Pro Bowlers 
Tour Professional 
Women'S Bowling 
Association West 
Burlington, NC USA 
(T) 

17:00  Cricket Programming 
Super Selector (R) 

17:30  Lpga Golf The 
Mobile Lpga 
Tournament Of 
Champions Mobile, 
AL USA 

Final 
Round(T) 

19:30  Here We Go! English 
Premier League 
Preview (T) 

20:00  Sportscenter Hindi 
(L) 

20:30  Cricket Programming 
Legends Of Cricket 
(T) 

21:15  Sportscenter Hindi 
(S) 

21:30  Here We Go (S) 
23:00  Sportscenter Hindi 

(T) 
23:30  Cricket Programming 

Legends Of Cricket 
(R)

STAR SPORTS
(+30 mins)
00:00  Pga Tour Highlights 

Disney Golf Classic 
(T) 

01:00  Motorcycle 
Programming Fim 
Individual Speedway 
Wld C'Ship Gp 2002 
Vojens, DENMARK 
Highlights(R) 

02:00  Futbol Mundial (R) 
02:30  Gillette World Sports 

Special Gillette 

World Sports (R) 
03:00  Sportsline Tonight 

Sportsline (R) 
03:30  Sportsline Tonight 

Sportsline (R) 
04:00  Sportsline Tonight 

Sportsline (R) 
04:30  Watersports World 

(T) 
05:30  Asian Festival Of 

Speed 2002 Asian 
Touring Car Series 
Bira, THAILAND 
Rounds Nine & 
Ten(R) 

06:30   Equestrian World 
Equestrian Games 
2002 Jerez De La 
Frontera, SPAIN 
Dressage (Individ-
ual)(T) 

07:30  Pga Tour Highlights 
Disney Golf Classic 
(R) 

08:30  Inside The Pga Tour 
(T) 

09:00  Tennis Masters 
Series By Mercedes-
Benz Tennis Masters 
Madrid Madrid, 
SPAIN Highlights(R) 

10:00  Soccer Afc U-17 
Championship 2002 
Abu Dhabi, UAE 
Uzbekistan Vs UAE 
Quarterfinal Match 
#3(T) 

12:00  Soccer Afc U-17 
Championship 2002 
Abu Dhabi, UAE 

Yemen Vs Syria 
Quarterfinal Match 
#4(T) 

14:00  International 
Triathlon Union (Itu) 
Itu World Cup & 
Long Distance 
C'Ships 2002 Nice, 
FRANCE Event 
Highlights(T) 

15:00  Watersports World 
(R) 

16:00  Asian Festival Of 
Speed 2002 Asian 
Formula 2000 Series 
Bira, THAILAND 
Rounds Nine & 
Ten(T) 

17:00  Inside The Pga Tour 
(R) 

17:30  Golf Programming 
Buy.Com Champion-
ship 2002 First 
Round(S) 

19:30  Sportsline Tonight 
Sportsline (L) 

20:00  Here We Go! English 
Premier League 
Preview (T) 

20:30  Spanish League 
Highlights 2002/03 
Spanish League 
Highlights (T) 

21:00  Ecb International 
Cricket Natwest 
Series 2001 London, 
ENGLAND England 
Vs Australia 9th Odi, 
Highlights(R) 

22:00  Sportsline Tonight 

Sportsline (T) 
22:30  Ecb International 

Cricket Natwest Series 
2001 London, 
ENGLAND Pakistan 
Vs Australia Final, 10th 
Odi, H/L(R) 

23:30  Sportsline Tonight 
Sportsline (R)

STAR WORLD
(+ 30 mins)
00:00  Roswell 
01:00  Dark Angel 
02:00  Cheers 
02:30  Creflo Dollar Daily 
03:00  Kenneth Copeland 

Ministries 
03:30  Life In The Word W 

Joyce Meyer 
04:00  World News 
04:30  Suddenly Susan 
05:00  Hollywood Squares 
05:30  The Brady Bunch 
06:00  Cheers 
06:30  Oprah Winfrey Show 
07:30  Bugs 
08:30  Roswell 
09:30  Dark Angel 
10:30  Oprah Winfrey Show 
11:28  Star Asia Travel 
11:30  When Seconds Count 

How To Survive A 
Disaster 

12:30  Suddenly Susan 
13:00  The Bold & The 

Beautiful 
13:30  Hollywood Squares 
14:00  The Brady Bunch 
14:30  Baywatch 
15:30  The Simpsons 

16:00  Cheers 
16:30  Starnews Asia 
17:00  Frasier 
17:30  World's Wildest Police 

Videos 
18:25  Starnews Upd 
18:30  Nash Bridges 
19:30  Traders 
20:28  Star Asia Travel 
20:30  Frasier 
21:00  World's Wildest Police 

Videos 
22:00  Nash Bridges 
23:00  Traders

STAR PLUS
(+30 mins)
00:00  Film Toppers 
00:05  Jubilee Plus 
00:30  Hit Filmein Hit Sangeet 
01:00  Telebrands 101 - 150 
01:30  Sea Hawks 
02:30  Kasautii Zindagii Kay 
03:00  Kahaani Ghar Ghar Kii 
03:30  Shanti 
04:00  Kyunki Saas Bhi Kabhi 

Bahu Thi 
04:30  Kora Kagaz 
05:00  Hit Filmein Hit Sangeet 
05:30  Bhabhi 
06:00  Star Geetmala 
07:00  Shaka Laka Boom 

Boom 
07:30  Aatma 
08:30  Hit Filmein Hit Sangeet 
09:00  Fox Kids 
09:40  Hit Geet 
09:55  Kya Film Kya Geet 
10:00  Small Wonder 
10:30  Telebrands 101 - 150 

11:00  Meri Saheli 
11:30  Shanti 
12:00  Hit Filmein Hit Sangeet 
12:30  Khichdi 
12:55  Film Toppers 
13:00  Eena Meena Deeka 
13:30  Ek Mulaqat 
14:00  Star Bestsellers 
15:00  Chhupe Chehre 
15:30  Jubilee Plus 
16:00  Krisshna Arjun 
16:30  Kora Kagaz 
17:00  Hit Filmein Hit Sangeet 
17:30  Shaka Laka Boom 

Boom 
18:00  Fox Kids 
18:40  Aaj Ki Baat 
18:55  Kya Film Kya Geet 
19:00  Gharwali Uparwali 
19:25  Film Toppers 
19:30  Shaka Laka Boom 

Boom 
20:00  Best Of Kaun Banega 

Crorepati 
21:00  Khullja Sim Sim 
22:00  Ssshhhh...Koi Hai... 
23:00  Avinash Ips 
23:30  Aaj Ki Baat

STAR NEWS
(+ 30 mins)
00:00  Sports Tonight 
00:30  Star News 
01:00  Business News 
01:30  Star News Hour 
02:30  Star News 
03:00  Star News 
03:30  Star News 
04:00  Star News 
04:30  Star News 
05:00  Star News 
05:30  Star News 
06:00  Star News Hour 
07:00  Breakfast News 
08:00  Breakfast News 
09:00  Star News 
09:30  Star News 
10:00  Star News 
10:30  Hotline 
11:00  Star News 
11:30  Star News 
12:00  Star News 
12:30  Star News 
13:00  Star News 
13:30  Star News 
14:00  Star News 
14:30  Star News 
15:00  Star News 
15:30  Star News 
16:00  Star News 
16:30  Star News 
17:00  Star News 
17:30  Star News 
18:00  Hotline 
18:30  Star Bazaar 
19:00  Saat Baje 
19:30  Sawaal Khel Ka 
20:00  Tonight At 8 
20:30  Samachar 

21:00  Star News English 
21:30  Business News 
22:00  Star News Hour 
23:00  Star News English 
23:30  Star News 

ADVENTURE ONE
(+ 30 mins)
00:30  A Train To Nowhere 
01:00  Pain And Suffering 
02:00  Surfer's Journal 
02:30  Explorer's Journal 
03:30  Cameramen Who 

Dared 
04:00  Next Wave 
04:30  In Dogon Country 
05:30  Danger Diaries 
06:30  Extreme Science 
07:00  Action Asia Challenge 

2000 
08:00  Across The Line - S2 
08:30  Explorer's Journal 
09:30  Life On The Line 
10:00  Next Wave 
10:30  Journey To The Sea 

Of Ice 
11:30  Danger Diaries 
12:30  Extreme Science 
13:00  Action Asia Challenge 

2000 
14:00  Across The Line - S2 
14:30  Explorer's Journal 
15:30  Pain And Suffering 
16:30  Surfer's Journal 
17:00  Explorer's Journal 
18:00  Cameramen Who 

Dared 
18:30  Next Wave 
19:00  In Dogon Country 
20:00  Danger Diaries 
21:00  Extreme Science 
21:30  Cameramen Who 

Dared 
22:00  Next Wave 
22:30  In Dogon Country 
23:30  Danger Diaries

NATIONAL 
GEOGRAPHIC
(+ 30 mins)
00:00  Zulu River Odyssey 
01:00  One Life In The Desert 

Sea 
02:00  Great Dance The, A 

Hunter's Story 
03:00  Code Rush 
04:00  Secret China S2 
05:00  Zulu River Odyssey 
06:00  One Life In The Desert 

Sea 
07:00  Great Dance The, A 

Hunter's Story 
08:00  Code Rush 
09:00  Secret China S2 
10:00  Dogs With Jobs 
10:30  Tomorrow's World 
11:00  NG Explorer 
12:00  Tomorrow World 
12:30  Nat Geo Genius 
13:00  Toyota World Of 

Wildlife S3 
13:30  Animal Edens 
14:00  Out There 
14:30  On Assignment 
15:00  Geowatch Asia 
15:30  Savage Planet 
16:00  Bwiti The Struggle 

Against... 
17:00  The Lioness's Tale 
17:30  Return To The Wild 
18:00  Dogs With Jobs 
18:30  Tomorrow's World 
19:00  NG Explorer 
20:00  Toyota World Of 

Wildlife S3 
20:30  Animal Edens 
21:00  TBA 
22:00  Geowatch Asia 
22:30  Savage Planet 
23:00  Tundra Hunters

STAR GOLD
(+ 30 mins)
02:15  Hit Geet 
02:30  Hit Filmein Hit Sangeet 
03:00  Mr. Sampat 
06:15  Hit Geet 
06:30  Geet Bahar 
07:00  Ek Din Achanak 
10:00  Telebrands 51 - 100 
10:30  Hit Filmein Hit Sangeet 
11:00  Shivraam 
14:00  Geet Bahar 
14:30  Hit Filmein Hit Sangeet 
15:00  Mirch Masala 
18:15  Hit Geet 
18:30  Bollywood Beats 
19:00  Main Awara Hoon 
22:15  Hit Geet 
22:30  Shaadi Ke Baad

CHANNEL [V]
(+ 30 mins)
00:00  [V] Hit Machine 
01:00  [V] Hit Machine 
03:30  [V] Hit Machine 
07:00  [V] Hit Machine 
07:30  [V] Back To Back 
08:00  [V] Jumpstart 
09:00  [V] Hit Machine 
09:30  [V] Back To Back 
10:00  [V] Hit Machine 
10:30  [V] Back To Back 
11:00  [V] Hit Machine 
11:30  [V] Zabardast Hits 
12:00  [V] Jungli Jukebox 
12:30  [V] Fdfs 
13:00  [V] Hit Machine 
13:30  [V] Zabardast Hits 
14:00  [V] Back To Back 
14:30  [V] Zabardast Hits 
15:00  [V] Back To Back 
15:30  [V] Hit Machine 
16:00  [V] Hotline 
17:00  Vitop5@5 
17:30  [V]Ideo War 
17:45  [V] Hit Machine 
18:00  Very V 
19:00  Ctrl [V] 
19:30  [V] Zabardast Hits 
20:00  Po [V] 

The Phantom
On HBO at 10:00 p.m. 
The Phantom, with his black mask and rippling purple 
body suit has the arduous task of stopping an evil indus-
trialist, Xander Drax from bringing together the three 
fabled Skulls of Touganda, an act which will give him 
unimaginable power! Based on the famous King 
Features comic strip which first appeared in 1936, The 
Phantom became one of the few to have that unique, yet 
admirable guy-in-the-jungle mystique. 

HALLMARK: 10:00 p.m. Star Trek: 
Voyager  Episode # 7 - Eye Of The 
Needle. The discovery of a wormhole 
leading to the Alpha Quadrant elates the 
crew. However, their only contact within 
range is a skeptical Romulan.

HBO: 3:45 p.m. The Delta Force. In this 
thrill-a-minute action flick, a plane is forced 
out of its path by a bunch of political 
extremists. After circling aimlessly for a 
few hours, it finally lands at Beirut. Women 
and children are freed but men and the 
airline crew are split into two groups, and 
moved to two separate locations.

HALLMARK: 7:00 p.m. White Nights. 
When a legendary Russian ballet dancer 
who has defected to the West finds himself 
trapped back in his Communist homeland, 
he turns to a cynical U.S. Army deserter, 
Raymond Greenwood, to help him. 
Raymond has been living in Russia for 
several years and is married to a Russian, 
but his loyalties are put to the test when 
the KGB orders him to make the dancer's 
homecoming permanent.

PICK OF THE DAYTODAY'S HIGHLIGHTS

FAYZA HAQ

LORAIN Ross, the leader of 

F Florian Ross Sextet that 
presented jazz pieces at 

Osmani Memorial Hall on 21st 
October, speaking before the 
performance, said, "Part of my 
group studied at the Cologne Con-
servatoire and others were part of 
the jazz scene so that we played in 
different bands together and that's 
how we got to know each other. The 
other players include Paul Heller 
and Matthias Erlewein on the tenor 
saxophones, Matthias Bergmann 
on the trumpet, Dietmar Furh on the 
bass and Jochen Ruckter on the 
drums."

Asked if he had music in his 
family, Florian said that his father's 
hobby was banjo playing but that 
there were no professional musi-
cians in his family. However, his 
parents were not against his taking 
up the music as his profession. He 
said that his choice of piano came 
automatically as there was a piano 
at his parents' house. He began 
playing on it as a child and got stuck 
with it, as he puts it. He had a classi-
cal teacher at age 12, and the tutor  
came to his house, after he had 
been playing on his own for a couple 
of years. He had his formal studies 
at the Cologne Conservatoire, 
beginning at the age of 20 in 1992. 
He studied there till 1998 and in 
between he was in London between 
1995 and 1996 and New York in 
1999. He learnt with John Taylor, 
Don Freidman, Bill Dobbins, 
Joachim Ullrich and Jim Macneely.

Talking about whether he pre-
ferred composing to playing or 
teaching, Florian said that his 
interest in composing and playing 
were equal. While he is now a jazz 
player for him classical music 
training has been important too and 
as a classical student he learnt a lot 
of about how to play the instrument. 
He has always done a little bit of 
classical music  along with jazz in 
his earlier days and it was not like he 
did classic first and then jazz. He 
has performed classical music too 
though not in concert halls. He adds 
that this ratio might change as there 
are months when he writes more 

and days where he plays more. As 
for teaching, he said that this is not 
such a big part of his professional 
life so far as he is teaching at one 
conservatoire and he tries to limit 
the time that he devotes to this as he 
wants more time to play and write. 
He teaches piano playing and 
composition of music and he felt 
that both men and women student 
are good at music although jazz 
does not fascinate women in gen-
eral going by the fact that he has 
only one female student although 
she is very good. 

Dwelling on the history of jazz, 
Florain said "It has a long history 
starting in USA with slave music in 
the cotton fields. Then they started 
to use military instrument like the 
brass instruments and the drums  in 
the 1920s. Ten years later New 
Orleans Dixieland started to use 
working bands that were recorded. 
After that came swing, be bop, cool 
jazz in 1940s. Up to now there is a 
huge variety in jazz styles. There 
are many individuals who have 
stood out in this musical genre  so 
that it is hard to pinpoint the best in 
them. For me the piano players that 
matter most is Bill Evans, Herby 
Hancock. There are also other 
people like Miles Davis and  John 
Coltrane, while Louis Armstrong 
was a great trumpet player. Singers 
for me have not had that much of an 
impact as I'm not a singer although I 
like Mel Torme".

Touching on the different instru-
ments that the sextet played, 
Florain said that they were all typical 
jazz instruments with two tenor 
saxophones trumpet, upright bass 
and drums. They were horns and 
stringed instruments apart from the 
percussion and his piano. Elaborat-
ing on the piano itself, Florian 
stressed the fact that the piano 
played a vital part in western music 
throughout the centuries, specially 
classical music  and not just jazz.

Florian said that all the members 
of his sextet listened a lot to classi-
cal western music because over the 
years jazz musicians have learnt a 
lot from classical music and vice 
versa. He said that jazz has a lot of 
influences in it specially now that it 
is being played all over the world. 

The people who play it bring their 
own thing, he pointed out ,as in 
Africa its presentation is totally 
different from that say in Hawaii or 
India. Thus it has a lot of world 
music influences nowadays. He 
says, "Western music, Indian music 
and jazz are all different yet they too 
have a link of a sort. It is hard to say 
way what tells them apart."

Asked  about how German jazz 
rates in Europe, Florian explained 
that in jazz that it is not countries 
who matter but individuals. There 
are successful individuals in almost 
any European country, he added. 
"You wouldn't say this is some 
French jazz but the product of some 
French guy. Similarly you wouldn't 
say it is Norwegian music but that of 
Garbarek."

Questioned about his possible 
interest in rock and pop music, 
Florian said that the group mainly 
listens to jazz but they do some-
times listen to rock and pop music 
and he likes Joni Mitchiell, the  
American pop singer. He said "If we 
listen to pop music it is not the top 
ten as usually what is in the top ten 
is no all that great." Touching on 
fusion music, Florian says that it is 
good as long as it makes sense. He 
said that he does not like fusion 
music when it takes place when 
someone just wants to do some-
thing new. "It is an easy way of 
doing something new which does 
not necessarily have a lot of mean-
ing," he commented. "If it makes 
sense musically I've nothing 
against it. I don't think that eastern 
and western music cannot be 
combined after learning the two. If 
you cook a new dish and you want 
to combine something Indian with 
something German you have to 
know about both of them in order to 
make a good dish. It's the same 
thing in music. If you don't listen to 
all types of music then it is hard to 
combine them."

Asked if he had been exposed to 
the "sitar", "tabla" and the "santoor" 
during his trip to the east, Florian 
said, "Not only that, there are a lot of 
south Asian groups who come to 
Europe to  play the sitar and 'tabla' 
in Germany and my group and I 
listen to them often and enjoy 

eastern music quite a bit. We 
started off in Mumbai, the second 
was in Bangalore, third Delhi and 
this is our fourth concert. We get 
very little off time and don't really get 
to see the cities where we perform 
although we'd like to very much. 
Today we had time but were too 
tired to do any sight seeing after our 
eight hour journey and we take off 
early tomorrow. Thus in this tour 
there is no time to explore and learn 
about people. The east of course is 
very different from Europe but 
despite the difference we were very 
happy for the response to our 
concerts." Apart from India and 
Bangladesh, Florian himself has 
performed in parts of Europe, all 
across North America, Russia and 
Siberia. He said he'd dearly like to 
play in Africa and South America.

Talking about whether he had 
any difficulty in choosing his sextet 
members Florian said that he has 
known them for years so he knows 
how they play and he knows them 
personally too. He added that they 
were sponsored by the Goethe 
Institut.

Florian has released his first 
album as a leader in 1998 "Florian 
Ross quintet -- Season and places" 
followed by "Suite for soprano sax 
and string orchestra beat". He 
teaches jazz and composition at 
Johannes-Gutenberg University in 
Mainz, where he is the head of the 
department. Among the various 
prizes for his piano playing and 
writing, he has received the first 
prize of the Thad Jones Competi-
tion of the Danish Radio Big Band in 
200. Florian wrote music for the 
Metropole Orchestra, the Vancou-
ver Jazz Orchestra, the BMI Jazz 
Orchestra, Joe Lovano and Irish 
Radio Symphony, the Brussels jazz 
Orchestra and many others.

Talking to the rest of the group in 
the green room, one hears from 
Matthias Bergman, the trumpet 
player, that they met each other 
while playing in different groups 
rather than studying together. He 
said that his father played the piano 
and this naturally introduced him 
into musical world. Paul Heller, who 
played the sextet, said his brother is 
a jazz bass player while both his 

parents were amateur musicians. 
The rest too came from music loving 
families. Paul said that the reason 
why he went into jazz rather than 
any other genre of music was that 
his elder brother was into jazz and 
this influenced him. Similarly, 
Matthias said that his parents' love 
for jazz brought him into this form of 
music. Dietmar said that he likes the 
possibilities of experimentation that 
jazz provides as he loves improvi-
sation. Most of them have had 
formal training for about four years 
each. The members of the sextet all 
sounded their interest in fusion 
music and said that they played this 
type of music themselves some-
times. They had all played all over 
Europe and other parts of the world 
too. They all had CDs in which they 
were included but not one with this 
particular band as this had been put 
together just for the tour.

Paul, speaking for the group, 
said that they were happy that there 
were a lot of people in the audience 
at every concert in their tour of the 
Subcontinent and that the ambi-
ance that surrounded them had 
been very encouraging. Asked if 
they liked eastern music, Paul, 
Matthias(of the saxophone) and the 
others added that it was "very 
interesting but hard for us to play 
although we hear it regularly. Simi-
larly the exotic food specially the 
'palau and korma' and the vibrant 
colours of the clothes that we  have 
been confronted with here are also 
fascinating. It is a pity that we could 
spend only so little time here."

The members of the sextet not 
only played well but appeared 
affable and warm as individuals. 
Among the numbers that they had  
played were "The sound of your 
voice", "Richard called", "Four W "( 
a tribute to Kenny Wheeler), "Toss 
and turn", "Trip to the water cooler", 
"Dhaka blues and "Prince Val-
iant".These were all Florian's com-
positions. The programme  had 
been organised by the Goethe 
Institut and the tickets had been 
reasonably priced.

A taste of fresh German jazz
Florian Ross sextet plays at Osmani Memorial Hall
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