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RECOMMéNDATIONS

Matir Moina Premiere

Oct. 24
A premiere show of 'Matir Moina', a
much-awaited feature film, directed

by Tareque Masud and produced
by Catherine Masud, is going to be
held at 6:00 p.m. at the auditorium
of The British Council in the city.
The ceremony will be attended
among others by the former Chief
Advisor to the Caretaker
Government, Justice Habibur
Rahman who will be the chief guest.
Special guests of the show il
include H.E. Michel Lummaux, The
French Ambassador in
Bangladesh, H.E. Dr. David Carter,
the British High Commissioner in
Bangladesh and Dr. Hameeda
Hossain, a noted human rights'
activist of the country, who will also
preside over the meet. Regular
shows of the film for the general
public will kick-off at Madhumita
cinema from October 25.

Theater

October 22- 28

A drama festival titled, 'Three
decades of Theater' takes place at
the Mahila Samity Auditorium in the
city in observance of 30th
anniversary of the group, 'Theater'.
Seven productions are to be staged
within the period of local and Indian
groups.

Japanese Concert
October 24 -25

FUSA & THE PLACE, a Japanese
Blues Troupe presents a concert at
Osmani Memorial Hall in the city at
7:00 p.m. (both days) as part of their
SouthAsia tour.

Solo art show

Oct. 15-29

Artist Banizul Haq holds a solo art
exhibition at the gallery of
Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy at
Shegunbagichain the city. The show
remains open everyday from 11:00
a.m.to7:00p.m.andis opentoall.
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@he Daily Star

An interaction of judgment, values and ideology

The following conversation took place between Iranian film-maker Abbas Kiarostami and one of his
Bangladeshi counterparts Tareque Masud in Paris, after their first introduction during the 2002
Cannes Film Festival, where Kiarostami's film "Ten" and Masud's "The Clay Bird" were premiered

AREQUE Masud: | have

long been a student of your

films, from your very first
"Bread and Alley" short to your
most recent masterpiece "Ten". |
have some personal observations
regarding your films and would
like to hear your own response
and comments. Interestingly
enough, both you and Satyajit Ray
come from a common back-
ground, having begun your pro-
fessional lives in advertising as
graphic artists. We observe a
Ray-like quality of graphic 'control’
in your earlier films, particularly
your shorter works, up to 'The
Traveler'. This graphically mea-
sured construction is reflected in
terms of use of sound, music, shot
division and compositions. But
afterwards we notice a gradual but
significant departure from graphic
structure to a more free and fluid
kind of approaches.

Abbas Kiarostami: What do
you want to hear from me? What
is coming from you is so well said
that | have nothing to add. No
European critic has ever come up
with such a critique. No one talks
about the graphic quality of my
early works. | consider what you
said about the second part a
compliment--I hope that's what
you meant. | think a movement
towards those changes that you
talk about is very natural, it is part
of life. You cannot remain station-
ary, stuck in one phase of your life.
You have to go forward. | think
deep contours start emerging as
we age. We are continually
changing, and our outlook is
always evolving.

TM: In my opinion, you have
created a silent revolution by
breaking the whole concept of the
cinematic syntax of shot division.
You have done this with childlike
simplicity, without pretensions or
pronounced declarations, invisi-
bly so that people are not even

Kiarostami (L) with Tareque Masud

aware of it. We have witnessed
some of the radical filmmakers of
Europe, like Jean-Luc Goddard,
who brought about dramatic
change in the language of film, but
did so with dramatic pronounce-
ments and intellectual theorizing.
But you have brought about
change in the same way a child
dismantles his or her toys while
playing.

AK: | enjoyed really what you
said, not because it was about my
own films, but because I liked this
idea of constructing and then
deconstructing. But | don't really
think the credit goes to my work. It
is what you saw in my fiims. |
would just like to say one beautiful
word about children. It's not
mines, it's from an Arab philoso-
pher. He said he loves children
because they construct, and then
deconstruct. They wear new
clothes and then make them so
dirty. They make war with each
other, with no plans, no specific
strategy. | think that's exactly
what you were saying, especially
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the last phrase. Because you do
not have to plan a change. It must
be very spontaneous, you have to
go deep down into your own self,
and engage in a dialogue. [fit'sa
true dialogue, the deconstruction
will be very natural.

TM: To me, your films do away
not only with the concept of tradi-
tional 'modern' cinema and its
structures, but also with intellec-
tual auteur cinema, where the
director assumes the role of
indoctrinator, spoon-feeding the
audience as if they don't have
their own minds to think and
judge. Atthe same time, with you
we discover a filmmaker with a
philosophy. By philosophy | mean
a coherent and consistent vision
of life which is very much missing
in contemporary world cinema
after the demise of masters such
as Ozu and Bresson, whose work
| greatly admire, as | do yours.

AK: I'm very happy to be the
source of what you're talking
about. What you're referring to,
this is the highlight of art, not

constructed art, but anti-
constructed art. Any return to the
source, to the child's life, is defin-
ing exactly that. Art doesn't really
need knowledge. It needn't be a
studied philosophy. The philoso-
phy must come out of you. You
must be the source of it. I'm curi-
ous as to what were you doing
before becoming a filmmaker.

TM: Unlike most middle class
children, instead of going to regu-
lar school | was sent to madrasa,
where drawing pictures of living
creatures was forbidden. | still
clearly remember one day, when
during an Arabic calligraphy class,
| began drawing a butterfly, dis-
guised within my own calligraphic
signature. My teacher came from
behind me and put his hand on my
shoulder, saying, "You know why it
is forbidden to draw like this?
Because you can't infuse life into
things only Allah can do this!"
Paradoxically, coming from this
background | became a filmmak-
er. My work is the reproduction of
images of living creatures. But

now in retrospect, | see a grain of
greater truth in my teacher's
argument, particularly in the con-
text of filmmaking.

AK: | think it's very important
to see each other's films in order
to have a more interactive discus-
sion on this. It's a pity that you
have seen all of my films and |
haven't seen any of yours. |would
like to watch your film and talk
about certain things ,how did you
get a particular image, where your
ideas come from, what was com-
ing from your own mind, what was
coming from some kind of event,
how it changed you. And how the
film changed you. | think after a
good work that's the main thing.
When you get a distance from
your film, you see that you were
going to make the film, but in the
end it's actually the film that made
you. That's very profound, | think,
this change. You don't necessar-
ily have to go through the same
process of change for the next
film, it's not like you have use the
same approach again. Some-
times your second film won't go
through the same growth that you
yourself have been going through.
Sometimes you think that the
distance between you and your
films is becoming so great. You
haven't said anything close to
what you wanted to say, and what
you see in your film isn't yours. |
think that's the beautiful happen-
ing of cinema. And | think that you
are one person who is capable of
having this experience.

TM: That would be a great
honor for me to get the opportunity
to show you my film. But | don't
want to waste your time talking
about my film. | would rather like
to bring up another question...

AK: |think your questions are
not really questions because |
didn't answer anything. | think
that you understand this too, that
some questions don't have any

answer. The answer is inside the
question.

TM: Well, | wanted to bring
these issues to you as observa-
tions really, to get your response
and reflections on them, and to
reassure myself of their validity.
Because of my background in
Bangladeshi rural folk culture,
with its strong influence of Iranian
Sufism, and due to my madrasa
education, which exposed me to
Iranian Sufi poetry, | have always
had a keen interest in Iranian
culture. lalways wanted to under-
stand how much of a role this
culture has had in inspiring your
film language, and how much your
approach to cinema is cultivated
from your own experience and
education in Western cinema.

AK: | think it all comes from
within. What comes from outside
can only make you believe in your
credo much more. Now we know
that our internal emotions are
taking us much farther than what
we actually learned, like the scho-
lastic learning you had in the
madrasa.

TM: | feel that the language of
your cinema is very much rooted
in the rich Iranian tradition. Partic-
ularly the metaphoric nature of
Sufi literature is very much evident
in your films. | would like to men-
tion here thatin Bangladesh, there
exists a rich oral mystic tradition,
which is strongly influenced by
Iranian Sufi poetry. How does
this new Iranian film language,
which is rooted in your indigenous
traditions, clash with your original
schooling in cinema, which was
possibly more western?

AK: When | made my first short
film, | faced a great problem,
because everybody was expect-
ing me to act within the laws and
technical rules of cinema. So
many cinephiles, and cine critics,
said that what | had made was not
actually a film. 1didn't know why.

They said it didn't coincide with
the rules of cinema. Everythingis
coming from the "madrasa"”, as
you have so beautifully men-
tioned, because that's the most
important period of everybody's
life. When | was going to
madrasa, my school, we didn't
even have a movie theatre in my
town. | saw my first movie when |
was twelve. The firstimage onthe
screen was the lion of Metro-
Goldwyn Mayer. | was so afraid, |
had to take my sister's hand, but
then in the middle of the film | fell
asleep. The first instant made its
deepest impression on me, when
the movie started and the images
first came to life. Even now tradi-
tional cinema for me is much the
same. At the Cannes festival,
only one film really moved me,
and that was a short film from
India, "A Very, Very Silent Film". It
was a very simple image, outside
of the rules of cinema. Like any
other piece of equipment, the
camera comes with certain rules
and written instructions. For me
images are like words. No rules
why should we take some rules
and use them to put one thing
beside another? It should come
from inside you. We have so
many famous orators, but we
have poets too. They are very
different one from another: an
orator is not a poet and vice versa.
So if your question is where does
art come from, it's coming from
your experience, the life you have
been going through, and not from
outside. You experience every-
thing. Your experience may not
necessarily lead you to success.
But if it teaches you not to follow
rules, that's something. And then
there is an opportunity to open
another window toward God.

Compiled by Tareque Masud
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12:10p.m. News headline
12:15  Songs

12:20  Selected program
1:00 News

2:00 News headline
3:00 News

4:00 News headline
4:30 Ajker shongbadpotro
5:00 News

6:00 News

7:00 News headline
7.05 Weather

8:00 News

9:00 News headline
10:00 Newsatten
11:30  Khabar / News
11:45  Closing
CHANNEL-i

1:30p.m. Opening

2:00 Bangla feature film

5:05 Documentary

5:35 Chithi pelaam

6:10 Music Plus

6:45 Cchaya jhankar

7:15 Channel | News

7:50 Telequiz

7:55 Drama serial

8:25 Drama serial

9:00 Channel | News

9:30 Shongbadpotrey Bangla-
desh

9:45 Telequiz
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10:25  Mobile quiz

10:30  Channel | News

11:15  Songs

12:00a.m. Channel | News

ATN BANGLA

5:30 Islamic Prog.

7:00 Sustha Thakun

7:35 Talk show : Sekal Akal

8:00 ATN Bangla News

8:25 Carton Serial : Nonte Fonte

9:00 Talk show: Face to Face

9:35 Drama Serial: Jot

10:10  Drama serial : Sasrapane

12:00  ATN Bangla News

2:05 Film song's prog. :
Surchhobi

2:30 ATN Bangla News
Headlines

2:45 Bengali feature film :
Adorer Santan

5:50 Islamic prog. : Sundor
Jeebaner Jannee

6:25 Film based prog. : Cine
Magazine

7:00 ATN Bangla Evening News

7:25 Musical prog. : Sandan
Baul Mela

8:00 Mage Serial : Kun
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8:35 Film magazine : Henolux
Benudon Bichitra

9:00 ATN Bangla News

9:15 Reporting prog: Prekkhapot

10:00  ATN Bangla News

10:35  Drama serial: Sasrapane

11:10  Drama serial : Bekar Nebas

11:30  ATN Bangla News

12:00  Bengali feature film: Nure
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Sangeet 09:00  Star News Did Last Summer. This shocks-fgr—free
05:30  Bhabhi 09:30  Star News sequel comes with more blood splll_s t.o
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20:30  Kasautii Zindagii Kay | 06:30  Oprah Winfrey Show | 04:00  Mummy Road Show Deep
21:00  Kismey Kitnaa Hai 07:30  Bugs 04:30  Tales Of The Living 04:30  Death Zone
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