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RECOMMENDATIONS
Concert
October 21

A jazz concert of Florian Ross
Sextet will be held at the Osmani
Memorial Hall at 6 p.m. Admission
cards are available at the Goethe
Institut at Dhanmondi in the city.

Clay pottery
exhibition

October 16-22

A solo exhibition of clay pottery
works done by artist Mehedi Masud
is being held at the Zainul Gallery-2
in the Institute of Fine Arts at Dhaka
University campus in the city. A total
of 60 works are being displayed at
the show that remains open daily
from 11a.m.to8p.m.

Japanese Blues

Concert

October 24 -25

FUSA & THE PLACE, a Japanese
Blues Troupe presents a concert at
Osmani Memorial Hall in the city at
7:00 p.m. (both days) as part of their
South Asia tour. The event also
coincides with the on-going Japan
Month in Bangladesh.Free tickets
are available at the Embassy of
Japan from 13" October). The
event is co-organised by
Bangladesh ShilpakalaAcademy.

Theater

October22- 28

A drama festival titled, 'Three
decades of Theater' takes place at
the Mahila Samity Auditorium in the
city in observance of 30th
anniversary of the group, 'Theater'.
Seven productions are to be staged
within the period of local and Indian
groups.

Japanese Doll
Exhibition

October 29 November9

An exhibition of assorted Japanese
dolls will be held at the premises of
Bangladesh Shishu Academy, to be
co-organised by the same
academy. The show remains open
from 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. till
before Ramadan and shortens by
two hours that is till 4:00 p.m. during
the religious month. Admission is
free.

Solo art show

Oct. 15-29

Artist Banizul Haq holds a solo art
exhibition at the gallery of
Bangladesh ShilpakalaAcademy at
Shegunbagicha in the city. The
show remains open everyday from
11:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. and is open

Liquid forms and diseased time

Rabeya Begum Lipi's solo painting exhibit at the Zainul Gallery focuses on women, society and nature

SAIFUL ISLAM

T the last step the rise of
new sun can be seen, the
whole view is through a

doorway; the entrance to the stair-
ways is barred, a shackle and a lock
hangs obstructing any forward
movement. This obstruction is one
of the major themes of the paintings
of Rabeya Begum Lipi. Her first solo
exhibition titled 'Obstructed Image'
is going on at the Zainul Gallery in
the Fine Arts Institute of the Univer-
sity of Dhaka.

Lipi's study of humane feeling is
expressed through her deft works
on flowers, and various parts of a
flower; seeds, petals, floating pollen
dust, stamen and pistil. A large part
of her works are on flowers and the
colours splashed over them seem
to find their place on the canvasses
out of a painter's whimsy, though
the depth of feelings and emotion
that brings about these colours can
be seen in her works. 'Abstract
works were the fruit of my first steps
as a painter. My recent paintings
show slightly deformed shapes of
faces', added Lipi; the distortion
present in some of her works
seems to be experimental.

The representation of women in
her works is also experimental.
Solitary and lonesome faces and
shapes of women are always there.
But here she has been able to
become more liberated and imagi-
native. This bearing of the artist's
mind stands in opposition to the
contemporary socio-political scene,
as the empowerment of women has
only become a virtual reality, they
are oppressed, their voices are
repressed their freedom of choice is
suppressed in one form or other,
everywhere. 'Perhaps in my sub-
conscious | was always aware of
what's happening around'. The
monster like shapes are titled '
Conspiracy', it was painted recently
in a silent protest to what happened
in a woman's dormitory in the Uni-
versity of Dhaka recently

'The sad departures of Trisha,
Simi are always in my mind, but we
can do nothing else, we can just
look at what's happening around,

Anxiety - 18"x14"

noticed that | have depicted the
trunks of trees.' In the paintings
titled 'Insecure’, 'Intuition’, we can
see the silent forms of tree-trunks
standing as if pestilence stricken,
shivering, and slightly disfigured.
The use of colours in these cases

are pensive, there is an insidious
halo of light hanging over them. A
shady darkness impending;
throughout the whole canvass this
sort of liquid darkness is created to
show the pointlessness of keeping
silence; because it will only

increase the darkness and will bar
the moments of light that emblema-
tises freedom and healthy society.
Her 'Oppressed' ignites these
interpretations.

There is not a single painting, all
of them in watercolour, that features

Intuition - 15"x26'
a man. In many of her works the
study of the various mood of women
can be seen. Caprice, depression,
and waiting are subjects of some of
her works. In some paintings; such
as ' Lady with star'and 'Swing with

women is present. In places it
seems that the stars of the sky have
swum over the sari of the melan-
cholic women sitting alone. As if the
night sky has blended herself with
her, in these cases a fragrance of

like 'Cycle' and 'Unknown flower'
focus on the beautiful sights of
nature. 'l am obsessed with the
sunflower, | worked a lot with it'
added Lipi.

The exhibition will end on Octo-

the moon’,

the day dreaming

fairytale can be sensed. Paintings

ber22,2002.

toall and we do nothing. People have d L
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