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- Enhance trade with northeastern

states of India
Speakers tell seminar in Ctg

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Crg

The speakers at a seminar on trade
and investment yesterday under-
scored the need for developing
infrastructural, transportation and
logistic facilities in the trade
points along the border between
Bangladesh and the northeastern
states of India to enhance bilateral
trade, investment and cooperation
between the two countries.

They called for easing the high
tariff structure, para-tariff and
non-tariff barriers that stood in
the way of bilateral and economic
relations. They suggested formu-
lating a policy in this regard.

The participants also suggested
that a Joint Study Group be
formed to identify areas of coop-
eration and problems and to make
recommendations.

The Chittagong Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (CCCI)
and the High Commission of India
jointly organised the 2-day semi-
nar on “Promotion of Trade and
Investment between Bangladesh
and Northeastern States of India”
that began at the CCCI auditorium
in the port city yesterday.

Commerce Minister  Amir
Khosru Mahmud Chowdhury ad-
dressed the opening ceremony as
chief guest. Acting High Commis-
sioner of India Dilip Sinha, Presi-
dent of Federation of Bangladesh
Chambers of Commerce and In-
dustry (FBCCI) Yousul Abdullah
Harun, Chief Secretary of Tripura
government V Tulasidas, Joint
secretary of the ministry of Exter-
nal Affairs of India Neclam Deo
and President of Tripura Chamber
of Commerce and Industry ML
Debhnath also spoke. CCCIl Presi-
dent Amir Humayun Mahmud
Chowdhury presided.

The commerce minister said
that there was a lot of comple-
mentarity between the economies
of Bangladesh and the northeast-

ern states of India and promotion
of trade and Investment between
them could contribute to the eco-
nomic emancipation and progress
for both the countries.

But the major obstacles are
tarift barriers and inadequate lo-
gistic support services, he said and
called for removing those barriers
1o expedite trade and investment
between the two sides.

I'he minister also stressed the
need for initiatives to ensure duty-
free access ol products from one
country to another and liberalisa-
tion ol trade.

Acting High Commissioner of
India Dilip Sinha said the north-
eastern region of India has vas
natural resources such as miner-
als. but the geographical location
1S hampering trade and invest
ment as well as its development.

He called for measures to help
the landlocked region emerge as
bridge for (rade between the two
COUNIries,

Dilip Sinha also suggested de-
veloping a road communication

through Rangamat lor expediting
rade between Bangladesh  an

- Mizoram stale.

FBCCI President Yousul Ab-
dudllah Harun said that tremen-
dous potential of this region could
not be harnessed due to lack of
infrastructural and logistic sup-
port services. He called upon both
the sides to come [orward with a
‘political will" to exploit the op-
portunity.

Chief Secretary of Tripura gov-
ernment V Thulasidas called for
opening an PSI oflice at Tripura
and introducing rail communica-
tions between Akhaura (Brah-
manbana) and Agartala (Tripura).
Water transportation can also be
introduced on this route, he sug-
gested.

Tripura Chamber President MI.
Debhnath said that Bangladeshi

CU reopens tomorrow

CU CORRESPONDENT

The Chittagong University (CU)
will reopen tomorrow after a 12-
day vacation.

Resident students have started

‘returning to their respective dor-

mitories after the vacation.
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opened yesterdayv.
Meanwhile, leaders of Bangla-

desh Chhatra League (BClL) and
students of the Institution of Ma-
rine Science (IMS) have expressed
their determination to continue
their indefinite siege programme
on the campus.

In a press.release the BCL CU
unit h'i!iﬁ:rk threatened that they
woulRd—tominue T ~SICEe pro-
gramme unil their 11-point de-
mand is mel.

AERE to bolster tissue
bank related research

BSS, Savar

Bangladesh Atomic Energy Re-
search Establishments (AERE) in
Savar has assisted 32 hospitals and
clinics across the country with
over 20,765 soft tissue allografts
and lyophilised bones so far after
Its “tissue bank’ was made opera-
tive in 1988.

Chairman of Bangladesh
Atomic  Energy = Commission
(BAEC) Dr Naiyuum Chowdhury
said the commission will bolster
its ‘tissue bank’ related research to
assist patients suffering from burn
injuries such as acid victims and

Open discussion
on admission
procedure in
[rish institute

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

An open discussion on the admis-
sion procedure in the Execulive
and Professional Training Institute
(EPTI) of Ireland was held in the
city vesterday.

Emlyn Thomas, general man-
ager of EPTI, Asia Region, presided
over the discussion and answered
queries regarding different pro-
grammes and the admission pro-
cedure for Bangladeshi students.

He said the EPTI is an interna-
tionally recognised institute which
wanits to give Bangladeshi stu-
denis an opportunity to have an
idea about the Irish education
system.

The Bangladeshi students will
be able 10 get diploma, under-
praduate and posigradoate de-
grees in English Language, Busi-

ness Management,  Education,
Aviation, Internet  Computing,
Information  Technology and

Nursing, said Thomas adding that
the tuition fees as well as living
costs in Ireland are much lower
than other countries.

The discussion was organised
by the Overseas Study Counseling
(OSC) which is the local agent for
recruiting  Bangladeshi  students
lor the EPTL.

Mushfiqur Rahman Mohon,
(1O of OSC said the EPTI is an
ideal institute  for  Bangladeshi
students and it is affiliated with
other renowned educational in-
stitutes of the world including
I dith Cowan University of Austra-
ha.

Students willing 10 get their
higher degree from the EPIT can
contact the OSC a1 15, Barun
haban , Gulshan-2 for admis-
~lons.

also for those who need allografts
for bridging large bone defects.

He said radiation is used (o
sterilise the tissue allografts and
bones. The AERE in Savar use
Cobalt-60-Gamma radiation
source in this process, Dr Chowd-
hury said.

He said tissue banks serve fuels
for biological dressing adminis-
tered by expert physicians. Steril-
ised (with radiation) lyophilised
bone and deep frozen bone can
help patients suffering from or-
thopaedic disorders and acciden-
tal deformities.

The BAEC chief said a recent
workshop in Dhaka has recom:
mended establishment of a ‘Re-
gional (SAARC) Tissue Bank’ here
for controlling quality of soft tissue
allografts and bones apart from
launching independent studies in
lissue engineering.

He said bone and ligament al-
lograft transplantation is legal in
Bangladesh, India and Sri Lanka,
The AEC scientist said though
procurement could be made from
deceased donors the AERE is using
‘Live donors’.

Tissue bank sources in AERE
campus said they are using pri-
mary resource (non-processed)
from Dhaka Medical College IHos-
pital, Pongu Hospital, Gonosastha
Kendra Hospital at Nayarhat and
Azimpur Maternity hospitals.

2 commit suicide
In Rajshahi

BSS, Rajshahi

One women and teenage girl
committed suicide by taking poi-
son in the district Wednesday
night, hospital sources said.

The girl, identified as Parul, 15,
daughter of Abdul Hamid of Go-
palpur village under Durgapur
upazila of the district, took poison
following “undesirable” behaviour
from her parents over a family
feud,

She was immediately taken 1o
Rajshabi Medical College Hospital
at about 9.15 pm where she died
before admission.

In another incident, Anwara
Begum, 45, wife of Omar Ali of
Kapasia wvillage under Motihar
thana in the city took poison fol-
lowing a family feud.

She was rushed 1o the hospital
where she died at 2.40 am.

Two separate UD cases were
recorded with Rajpara thana in
these connections,

The bodies were sent 10 the
hospital morgue for autopsy.
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products have a good prospect in
the market in Tripura, -

Earlier, CCCI president Amir
Humayun Mahmud Chowdhury
put forward five recommenda-
tions to promote trade and in-
vestment between Bangladesh and
northeastern region of India.

The recommendations are re-
duction of staggering trade gap
and withdrawal of para-tariff and
non-tariff barriers, development of
infrastructural and communica-
tion facilives, improvement of
banking, insurance, C & F, PSI and
other support services at NE re-
gion of India, logistic support
services lor trade with Mizoram
and increasing facilities and logis-
tic support services of the LC sta-
tions at both sides.

BAF Fire Power
Demonstration
'02 from Oct 21

BSS, Dhaka

Bangladesh Air Force (BAF) will
conduct Fire Power Demonstra-
tion-2002 from October 21 to No-
vember 3.

During the exercise, BAF
fighter aircraft will take part in
training exercise with a super
sonic speed over Madhupur, Tan-
gdil, Mymensingh and their ad-
joining areas, an ISPR press re-
lease said yesterday.

As a result, sonic boom might
be heard in those areas. During
the sonic boom there may be
heavy sound resembling the
sound of bomb drop.

There is no reason for the peo-
ple ol those arcas to be scared if
the sonic boom is heard. Such
sound s only a part of BAF Exer-
cise, the press release stated.

Bangladesh Air Force has re-
quested kind cooperation ol the
general people for the smooth
conduct ol the exercise,

Gulshan'’s painting
exhibition begins
today

‘Visual journey’, the seventh solo
painting exhibition of artist Gul-
shan Hossain, begins at La Gallerie
of Alliance Francaise de Dhaka
today, says a press release.

French ambassador in Dhaka
M Michael Lummaux will inau-
gurate the exhibition at 5pm as
chief guest.

Eminent artist Aminul Islam
and Prof Abdus Sattar, Director,
Institute of Fine Arts, Dhaka Uni-
versity will be present as guests of
honour. Abul Khair Litu, Chair-
man, Bengal Foundation will be
present as special guest,

Twenty-six of her recent
paintings will be displayed in this
exhibition, most of which will be
in oil and some in acrylic.

The exhibition will continue til)
Oclober 31 and remain open daily
from 10 am to 12 noon and from
apmto 8 pm,

Death anniversary

The first death
anniversary ol
journalist Akbar
Imam will be
observed today,
S4yS a4 press re-
lase.
During his pro-
lessional career,
Akbar Imam served various news-
papurs and magazines in several
capacites, He also worked for the
Morming Sun and | loliday.
Relatives, Iricnds and admirors
have seen requested 1o pray for
salvation of the departed soul.

Rahatullah Sarker

I'he 20th death
anniversary ol
[ahatullah
Sarker, a re-
nowned politi-
cian and social
worker, will be
aobserved today,
SAYS @ Press re-

ledse

Rahatullah was a close associ-
ate ol Sher-e-Bangla AK Fazlul
Haq, Hossain  Shaheed So-
hrawardy and Deshbandbhu CR
Das. He helped organise the free-
dom lighters during the Liberation
War in 1971,

On the occasion of his death
anoiwversary, gurankhwani, milad
mahfil and feeding of the destitute

have been arranged at his resi- |

dence at Parbatipur.
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office in the city yesterday.

UNB, Dhaka

Visiting  World Bank  Vice-
president for South Asia Region
Mieko Nishimizu has praised the
government's efforts and suc-
cesses in stabilising the country's
Macro-economy.

The appreciation came when
Mieko Nishimizu met Prime Min-
ister Khaleda Zia at her office in
the city yesterday alternoon.

The World Bank executive said
the election mandate of the four-
party alliance government is re-
flected in development por-
grammes in education, health and
other sectors.

She appreciated the coura-
peous decisions ol the governiment
m its development efllorts and
completion of its one-vear in olf-
lice. "T'he successes reflects Be-
gum Zia s sincerity,” she said.

Mieko Nishimizu, who was also
inspired by the good governance,

Law for ICT
sector to be

lenacted -

BSS, Diiaka

The government will enact a law
for the smooth development of
inlormation and communication
lechnology sector in the country.

A meeting was held in this re-
gard vesterday at the Ministry of
Science  and Information and
Communication Technology with
ICT Secretary Karar Mahmudul
Hasan in the chair.

The meeting entrusted retired
additional secretary of Law, Justice
and Parliament Affairs Ministry
Abul Bashar Bhuivan with the
responsibility*ol providing neces-
sary advice 1o formulate a drah ol
the bill within next three weeks,

High officials of the ministry
and the Bangladesh Computer
Council were present at the
meeting,

WB VP lauds govt efforts

to boost economy
PM seeks more assistance

said that in the annual meeting of
the World Bank held in Washing-
ton recently, WB President James
D Wolfensohn also lauded the
present government's elforts.
During the meeting, the Prime
Minister sought more assistance

from the World Bank for the
country's development  sectors,
particularly  health, c¢ducation,

energy and teachers’ training.

She told the WB executive that
emphasis would be given on em-
ployment generation, poverty
reduction and improvement of the
condition of children and women.

I'he Prime Minister said pro-
prammes had already been taken
lor massive development ol cdu-
cation, environment, expansion of
agru-based industries and poverty
alleviation,

Prime  Minister's Principal
scecretary Dr Kamal Siddiqui, ERD
Secretary Anisul Haq Chowdhury
and World Bank Country Repre-
sentative Fredrick D Temple were
also present at the meeting.

Bird fair in
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BSS, Dhaka

Maola Buksh Sardar Memorial
Trust will organise a bird fair at
Farashganj in the old part of the
city today.

Bangladesh Bird Club will con-
duct the fair, a press release said
here yesterday.

A slide show ‘Birds of Bangla-
desh’ by wildlife photographer
Enam Ul Hoque will be one of the
major events of the fair. There will
be a bird quiz competition at the
end of the show,

Another attraction of the fair is
a mini-workshop titled “Mystery
ol the Fallen Feathers” conducted
by Enam Ul Hoque and an exhibi-
tion of books and magazines on
birds will be held in the fair, added
the release.

PHOTO. PID
World Bank Vice-president for South Asia Region Mieko Nishimizu called on Prime Minister Khaleda Zia at her

UNICEF, Columbia
University give

43 sets of EOC
equipment

Bangladesh yesterday received 43
sets of Emergency Obstetric Care
(EOC) equipment worth 1.6 mil-
lion US dollar from Columbia
University and UNICEF.

Secretary of the Ministry of
Health and Family Wellare Fazlur
Rahman received relevant docu-
ments for the equipment from Dr
Deborah Maine of Columbia Uni-
versity and Colin Davis, UNICEF's
Officer-in-Charge in Bangladesh,
at a simple ceremony here yester-
day alternoon.

The equipment sets compris-
ing operation theatre, operation
theatre table and some anesthesia
facilities will be used in 43 centres
in different parts of the country as
the government plans to provide
179 comprehensive EOC facilities
in 2003, a UNICEF press release
said.

Columbia University received
from Bill Gates Foundation a huge
global donation, of which 11 mil-
lion US dollar was channeled to
UNICEF's South Asian Regional
Office  (ROSA) in Kathmandu.
UNICEF-Bangladesh secured
some 5 million US dollar from

- - - -— . - . - .

| the period 2000-2003

Condolence meet

A doa mahfil

and condolence

meeting will be held in memory of
AKM Abdul Aziz (Jahangir), emi-
nent social worker and former
director of Bangladesh Betar and
National Institute of Mass Com-
munication, at Swamibagh Com-

munity Centre in the city
4.45pm today, says a press release.

Relatives, friends and admirers
have been requested to attend the
mahfil and pray for the salvation

of the departed soul.

Abdul Aziz died of prolonged
iliness at a local clinic on October

1 1.

He was the founder of Gopi-
bagh Protibeshi Panshad and vice
Biddyapith

president of Miali

Primary Section.

dl

there.

PHOTD STAR

Shop owners and employees of the New Super Market in the city staged a demonstration on ihe market prem-
Ises yesterday protesting the move by the local ward commissioner to make arrangements for the hawkers

BSS, Mahadevpur, Naogaon

Two years have elapsed since my
son was murdered but the case is
still pending before the court,”
said Gayena Soren, father of Alfred
Soren of Bhimpur village under
Mohadebpur upazila of Naogaon
district,

Alfred Soren, a leader of Adi-
bashi Santal community, was
killed on August 18 in 2000 alleg-
edly by the then ruling party goons
over an Incident of forcible occu-
pation of 250 bighas of Khas land
where the Adibashi (indigenous)
people have been living for over
one hundred years,

“We are poor and ignorant,
Many organisations and people

came forward following the mur-

der, demanding trial of the killers
of my son, but nothing has hap-
pened. Now we are disappointed
and the killer are making threats to
evict us from the village,” said
Gayena Soren.

Even, he said, the two main ac-
cused of the case -~ Santosh alias
Gadai and Hatem Ali -- are still at
large. Local people complained
that during the past government'’s
rule, these two accused had been
under the shelter of a former min-
ister,

After the killing of Alfred Soren,
his sister Rebecca Soren filed two
separate cases accusing 91 people,
But most of the arrested accused
were released on bail and they are
now reportedly threatening the
lamily of Alfred Soren 1o evict

Soren’s father cries for justice

them from their land.

I'he local people said the same
poons who killed Soren have be-
come active again to grab the
lands.

Alfred Soren was the only
carning member of his family.
After his Killing, the family mem-
bers are now leading a miserable
lite. Jotsna Soren, the widow ol
Allred Soren, said that there has
heen no headway in the case of
her husband's murder.

“IHHow can vou continue the
case without money?” she quoted
the lawyers,

Jotsna Soren sadd that due (o
utter poverty, she has left her only
daughter to her brother's house.
“There is nobody 1o feed me, let
alone my child”, she said.

|
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JU JCD resumes
activities

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
(JCD) unit at Jahangirmagar Uni-
versity (JU) resumed its activities
with projection of a recast com-
mittee yesterday.

Earlier on Tuesday, the JCD
central committee announced a
41-member JU JCD convening
committee with Monirul Islam
Royal (History) as its convenor.
Shahidul Islam Jewel, Idris Mia,
Rabiul Islam Rabi, HM Harunur
Rashid, Nazmul Hasan Ovi and
Sharmin Jahan Shilpi were made
CO-CONVenor.

The JCD activists brought out a
procession on the campus yester-
day to celebrate resumption of
activities and formation of the new
committee, Ashraful Alam Jewel,
who was the president of the im-
mediate past committee, intro-
duced the members of the con-
vening committee to the students.

Activities of JCD were sus-
pended in October last year fol-
lowing widespread allegation of
extortion and crimes brought

Cultural function

Cu CORRESPONDENT

A cultural function will be held at
the Muslim Institute Hall audito-
rium in the port city of Chittagong
at 3pm today.

Abasar Sangskritik Gosthi, a
cultural organisation of the por
city will organise the function to
mark its 19th founding anniver-
sary,

Ali Imam, author of Juvenile
literature, will attend at the func-
tion as chiel guest,

against many of the organisation’s
leaders and activists. But recently,
the BNP lawmakers decided to
recast its student wing. Accord-
ingly, the old committees of differ-
ent universities and districts units
were dissolved and new commit-
tees have already been formed in
some places.

Meanwhile, the ‘Arman group’,
a laction of JCD, expressed dissat-
isfaction over inducrion of some
‘Junior and inactive’ activists into
the convening committee.

According to the leaders of the
JCD central committee, the con-
vening committee is a preparatory
unit for the upcoming council of
U unit which will be held on Oc-
tober 24,

‘A lull-fledged commitiee will
be formed in the October 24 coun-
¢il.” said a central committee
leader.

900 more post
offices to be
set up

BSS, Dhaka

About 900 more post offices will be
set up in the rural areas by 2005 to
make the postal system in the
country more effective.

Post and Telecommunications
Ministry sources yesterday said
that installation of an automatic
letter sorting machine at a cost of
Tk 28.19 crore was nearing com-
pletion.

The setting up of the machine
will help ensure quick and safe
distribution of letters throughout
the country.
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Film show

The Alliance Francaise will screen a film
ttled 'Madam Bovary’ directed by
Claude Chabrol. Venue: Alliance
Francaise auditorium, Dhanmondi.
Time: 6.00pm.

Musical soiree
Zonta Club of Dhaka 111 organises a

presented by Rukand Anwar and Agun
to support Zonta-Arsenic Free™Village
project at Devpur in Chandpur. Venue
STM Hall Scholastica Senior Campus
Dhaka. Time: 7.00pm.

Autumn fair

AN¥The inaugural ceremony of a four-day
long Autumn Fair, organised by the
Bangladesh Small and Cottage
industnes Corporation (BSCIC), will be
held with State Minister for Industnes
Prof M Rezaul Karim as chief guest.
Venue: BSCIC Bhaban. Time; 10.30am
The exhibition will remain open from
10.00am to 5.00pm daily

Bird fair

Maula Bakhsha Sardar Memorial Trust
organises a bird fair. Venue: Bilquis
Banu Smriti auditorium, 24 Mohin
Mohon Das Lane, Farashganj. Time
9.30am

Drama

Moncho Sromic, a new theatre group
will stage a drama titled 'My Melancholy
Face’ authored by German Nabel
Laureate Heinrich Boll. Venue: Mohila
Samity auditorium, Baily Road. Time
11.00am

Discussion

Tamuddun Majlish organises a
discussion on the occasion of the 28th
cgeath anniversary of poet Forrukh
Ahmed with folklore scientist Dr Ashraf
Siddiqui as chief quest. Venue: 141
New Circular Road. Time: 4.30pm

Conference

The first conference of Greater Dhaka
District Roads and Highways Welfare
Society will be held with

T A R S,
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musical soiree litled 'Old is Gold' 1o be

/
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Communications Minister Nazmul Huda
as chief guest. Venue: Rajuk
auditorium, Dilkusha. Time: 4.00om

Meeting

A meeting of the central executive
committee of Chhatra Panishad will be
held. Venue: Parishad Office, 4
Dilkusha. Time: 3.00om

Discussion

The Ministry of Cultural Affairs
organises 3 two-gay discussion and
cultural function on the occasion of one
year of alliance government in office
with State Minister Begum Sefima
Rahman as chief guest Venue
National Museum, Shahbagh. Time
3.30pm

Hepatitis B week

The inaugural ceremony of Hepatitis B
Action Week 2002 to mark
GlaxoSmithKline's global social
awareness programme on the disease
will be held with Commerce Minister
Amir Khasru Mahmud Chowdhury as
chief guest. Venue: Sonargaon Hotel

Opening ceremony

The opening ceremony of the 10th
branch of Premier Bank will be held with
Mayor of Dhaka Sadeque Hossain
Khoka as chief guest. Venue: House-
84, Road-7/A, Dhanmond
11.00am

Tima

Launching ceremony

The launching ceremony of the Credi
and Development Forum (CDF)
Microfinance Statistics will be held

Venue: Dhaka Reporters Unity
auditorium, Topkhana Road. Time
4.00pm

Animation show

A special computer graphics and
amimation show, to be presented by
Zohirul Islam Shanf, will be held. Venue
Microland auditorium, House-104
Road-9/A. Dhanmondi. Time: 5.30pm

UNB, Dhaka

Moderate rain likely

Met Office said.

lomorrow,

Light to moderate rain or thundershowers accompanied by tempo-
rary gusty wind is likely at a few places over Rajshahi, Khulna and
Dhaka divisions and at one or two places over Barisal, Chittagong and
Sylhetdivisions during the next 12 hours till 6 pm today.

Day temperature may remain nearly unchanged over the country,

Yesterday's highest temperature of 33.5 degree Celsius was
recorded at Khulna and the lowest of 22.0 degree at Dhaka.
The sun sets in the capital at 5:30 pm today and rises at 5:58 am

The highest and lowest temperature and humidity recorded in
some major cities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town Temperature Humidityin
in Celsius percentage
Max Min Moming Evening
Dhaka 32.2 22.0 72 6S
Chirtagong 32.5 25.0 Bl 73
Rajshahi 32.0 22.5 78 I
Khulna 33.5 23.3 76 77
Barisal 32.4 22.6 80 7
Sylhet 32.5 23.2 H3 -
Cox's Bazar 32.0 23.6 85 86
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