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Tradition mingles with hi-tech advancement
Manon Communications launches multimedia CD for children
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Aaniversary
Quest for the Wanderer

RECOMMENDATIONS
Chalachchitram hosts publication ceremony

Art exhibition
October8-17
Artist Mahbubur Rahman holds a

solo of prints and drawing at the
at a time to the children when the

Goethe Institut gallery, titled,

CONFLICT. This exhibition is one of

the fund raising programmes of
Britto International Artists'
Workshop 2003. Subject matters of
Mahbub's works are always based
on the socio-political conflicts and
its crisis that is being reflected in the

display as well.

Concert
October 21

A jazz concert of Florian Ross
Sextet will be held at the Osmani
Memorial Hall at 6 p.m. Admission
cards are available at the Goethe
Institutat Dhanmondi in the city.

Japanese Film

Festival
October 13-19

Seven Japanese films in English
are to be screened, with one film a
day, at the auditorium of the Institut
of Modern Languages at Dhaka
University to be organised by
Japanese Universities Alumni
Association in Bangladesh.

Admissionis free.

Japanese Blues

Concert
October 24 25

FUSA & THE PLACE, a Japanese

of album of Nazrul songs

HARUN UR RASHID

OVERS of Nazrul's songs
have been prized recently
with yet another album of
Nazrul's songs entitled Pathik
Eshechho Naki. Cultural house
'Chalachchitram' hosted the publi-
cation ceremony of the album on
October 9 evening at the Goethe
Institut. Released by S. S. Products,
the album contains twelve songs of
Kazi Nazrul Islam by Nasima
Shaheen and Suman Majumdar.
Renowned Nazrulgeeti icon and
Principal of Chhayanat, Sanjida
Khatun formally unwrapped the
cover of the album published in both
CD and cassette forms. Morshedul
Islam of Chalachchitram and
Santosh Kumar Roy of S. S. Prod-
ucts were also present at the cere-
mony.
Both Nasima Shaheen and

Suman Majumdar are regular
performers of the BTV and Bangla-
desh Betar. Nasima Shaheen has
been performing Nazrul songs and
modern Bangla songs since 1991
while Suman Majumdar has been
performing Nazrul songs for the two
natioanal broadcasting organisa-
tions since 1996. Both the singers
were students at Chhayanat.
Nasima Shaheen started her
music lessons under Arun
Chakrabarti and learnt from him
classical and Nazrul-songs for eight
years. Later she had training in
classical music under several
maestros of the genre, like Golam
Mostafa, Abdul Bari Khan, Ustad
Phool Mohammad, Shanjeeb Dey
and Ustad Sageeruddin Khan.
Nasima successfully completed her
courses on classical music and
Nazrulgeeti from Chhayanat in
1988. During this period, she came

Blues Troupe presents a concert at

Osmani Memorial Hall in the city at
7:00 p.m. (both days) as part of their
South Asia tour. The event also
coincides with the on-going Japan
Month in Bangladesh.Free tickets
are available at the Embassy of
Japan from 13" October). The
event is co-organised by
Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy.

Japanese Doll
Exhibition

October 29 November 9

An exhibition of assorted Japanese
dolls will be held at the premises of
Bangladesh Shishu Academy, to be
co-organised by the same
academy. The show remains open
from 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. till
before Ramadan and shortens by
two hours that s till 4:00 p.m. during
the religious month. Admission is

in contact with Sujit Mostafa,
Neelima Das, Manjur Morshed,
Anjali Ray, Sohrab Hossain, Khairul
Anam Shakil and Suman
Chowdhury; from them Nasima had
considerable guidance. Nazrul
songs apart, Nasima is also a lover
of other trends of Bangla song: from
Suman Chowdhury she learned
songs of Atul Prasad, Rajani Kanta
and D. L. Roy. Nasima also teaches
Nazrul-songs at Chhayanat.

Suman Majumder, the other
singer of the album Pathik
Eshechho Naki, also has had a
laudable background. At an age of
8, he took his first lessons in music
from Ustad Shantee Rakshit. He
passed from Chhayanat securing a
brilliant result with 1st position in the
first grade in Nazrulgeeti in 1994.
Since his days at Chhayanat, he has
remained a student of classical and
Nazrul songs under Suman
Chowdhury. He also received
guidance from Anjali Ray, Sohrab
Hossain, Neelima Das, Khairul
Anam Shakil, Shamima Parvin
Shimu and Manas Das. Suman, too,
teaches at Chhayanat. Pathik
Eshechho Naki is Suman's first
recording.

Produced under the music
direction of Amit Bandopaddhay of
Kolkata, the album Pathik
Eshechho Naki contains some of
Nazrul Islam's popular songs like
'Rum jhum rum jhum', 'Phooler
jalsay nirob keno kabi', 'Aamar
aaponar cheye aapon je jon'. There
are also the less known numbers
like 'Bodhu tomar aamar ei je
biraho', '"Aamar kachhe naiba ele’,
'Mor na mitite aasha bhangilo
khela', and 'Tomar aakashe
uthechhinu chand'. Like the title of
the album, most of the songs render
a sense of sad search and explora-
tion for the beloved one. The singers
have the gift of self-identification
with the lyric and music of the songs,
the result of which is an atmosphere
of romanticism awash with aching
longing.

After the unwrapping ceremony,
the singers performed four songs
each from the album. They were
accompanied by Enamul Haque on
the tabla, Sunil Chandra Saha on
the violin, and Rania Chowdhury

CULTURE DESK

multimedia CD, titled, Hatti-

ma-tim-tim, arrives within

the reach of children as
Manon Communications, an audio
visual company launches the pro-
gram in a single disk pack through a
formal ceremony that was held at an
auditorium of National Press Club in
the city on October 10.

Nursery rhymes, numerical
counting, game and learning of
alphabets, all in Bangla have been
compiled under separate menus in
the program that provides the
children a great opportunity to learn
basic education through animation,
music, songs and poems.

Khurshid Anwar, a proprietor of
the organization, Manon Communi-
cations makes the project of Hatti-
ma-tim-tim a reality as feels that
bringing in a combination of pictorial
teaching, sound, music, and games
before the child makes possible the
method of learning at its easiest for
both the child, who may be a bit
restless and impatient and also for
the teacher.

Sujit Roy, a renowned music
composer, injects some magical
tunes to the lyrical composition
created by Khurshid Anwar and
himself. Nayan, Mithun, Nishu and
Nishu, four young singers lend their

voice to produce some magnificent
rhyme-based songs and vocal
narratios in numerical and alphabet-
ical teachings. However, the audio
quality of the numeric and alphabet

segment needs much improve-
ment. Numbers sung come with
fusion composition those of the east
as well of the west.

'The CD has been composedina
way to provide a child of three to four
years the ability to operate the
program at ease and with fun and
inspiration', feels the organisation.

As the management further
mentions, the composition comes in
Bangla, our mother tongue, for
which the soil had to sacrifice a lot
during the war of liberation and
earlier. 'The country is under a grip
of western culture and linguistic
influence, hence, our project arrives

Khurshid Anwar hands over a copy to Professor Abdullah

young learners need support of
Bengali traditional folk and urban
themes'.

Choice of color and figures are
important ingredients for a multime-
dia CD like Hatti-ma-tim-tim and the
programmers of the CD make such

intricate choices very much possible
here with induction of graphical
icons, colors and illustrations those
are suitable to a child.

The CD is available in leading
music outlets and department
stores of the country with a price tag
of taka 150/-.

With greetings
from Nippon
Japan Film Festival kicks-off today

CULTURE DESK

Japanese film begins in the

city from today to be organ-

ised by the Embassy of
Japan in Bangladesh and the Japa-
nese Universities Alumni Association
in Bangladesh (JUAAB). The
weeklong fiesta takes place at the
auditorium of the Institute of Modern
Languages of Dhaka University
everyday in the afternoon.

The festival commemorates as a
programme, in part, with other Japa-
nese events of culture and sports,
the 30th anniversary of the diplo-

matic ties between Japan and Ban-
gladesh.

The films those find place in the
festival include Heaven Sent, to be
shown today, My Stiff-Necked
Daddy & Me on the 14th, Makioka
Sisters on the 15th, Forest of Little
Bear on the 16th, My Sons on the
17th, Far Away Sunset on the 18th
and Goodbye for Tomorrow on the
19th.

As a gesture of friendship and
close association with Bangladesh,
the organizers have kept the festival
open to all and without any priced
ticket.

October 11 - 17, 2002

heater Festival of Natya Kendra o

12th year of the organisation

October 12-

Drama: Bicchoo at Public Library auditorium at 7:00 p.m.

October 13-

Drama: Bicchoo at Public Library auditorium at 7:00 p.m.

October 14-

Drama: Gazir gaan by Sheikh Lutfar Rahman Gazi &
troupe at Guide House auditorium at 7:00 p.m.

October 15-

Palagaan by Islamuddin Palakaar at Guide House auditorium
at4:00 p.m. Ramayan gaan by Bimal Sadhu at Guide
House auditorium at 7:00 p.m.

p.m.

October 16- Aalcaap by Rajshahi Dal at Guide House auditorium at 7:00

October 17- Raaslila By Manipur theater from Srlmanga at Mahila Samlty

auditorium at 6:30 p.m.

Advance tickets available at Pathak Samabesh, Aziz Super Market,

free. and Kanti Anantya Nujhat on the Shahbagh & Rumjhum Sari Kutir, Bailey road.
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