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British Film week

October10-13

Four English films, each everyday,
are to be screened at the Dhaka
British Council auditorium to
observe a British Film week in

FAYZA HAQ bottom were their real selves with-

Exhibition of 19 artists at the Fine Arts Institute Dhaka University

Bangladesh. Admission cards are e

available at the British Council
office at Fuller road, British Council
Language Center in Dhanmondi at

arate of Tk. 20.

Juke Box Concert

October 10

Three bands, Dhaka, Miles and
Shomoy perform at the BCIC
auditorium at Motijheel in the city

from3:00 p.m.

Charity Concert

October 11

A charity concert takes place at the
Army Stadium from 2:00 p.m. to be
organized by Wizard Bangladesh
and to be participated by eleven old
and young bands of the country.

Japanese Film

Festival
October 13-19

Seven Japanese film in English are
to be screened, with one film a day,
at the auditorium of the Institute of
Modern Languages at Dhaka
University to be organized by
Japanese Universities Alumni
Association in Bangladesh.
Admission s free to the film festival.

Photography
October 6-10

A photo exhibition titled, '‘Beauty of
Life, History and Culture of India’
takes place at the STR300 at North
South University at Banani in the
city. The show remains open
everyday from 9:30 a.m. to 5:30
p.m. The exhibition is being
organised by North South
University Photography Club.

HE works of the batch of

1983 of the Fine Arts Institute

DU brought together a fasci-
nating mosaic of creations of ex-
students whose talent had flowered
in a manifold manner today. The
feelings and emotions of each artist
were intense and the delineation
brought considerable joy to the
viewers.

Rubina Nargis had done some
paper boats, which were floatingin a
background of yellow ochre touched
with brown, orange and burnt
sienna and it had a framing of
brown. These were the childhood
memories, which the artist had done
in this in oil as oil lasts long and she
had graduated from the Painting
Department. In the next one too we
found paper boats on the edge
which was done in greenish yellow
with layers of paints. There were
touches of ash while the frame too
was in ash to bring in depth. Earlier
she had done figure composition of
women, as she wanted to project
the fact that woman were sup-
pressed and that their problems
should be held out to the society.

Nargis had participated in vari-
ous exhibitions such as Gallery 21,
Saju Art Gallery. Sheraton water-
color exhibits. Now she teaches in
Holy Cross School and another
school at Banani. She prefers
painting to teaching but enjoys
teaching children as she feels that
they use colours and lines with great
imagination. As for her own work
she prefers to do something gentle
and soothing and nothing over-
whelming or shocking. She began in
1990 as professional artist. She felt
that women artists now had made
great progress as in the case of
Rokeya Sultana, Nasreen Begum.

Fazlul Rahman Bhutan had done
a painting called "lll time" with a dog
with fangs that is outlined with white.
It had teeth sticking out in a manner
that gave the impression that the
animal was surely rabid. At the back
were masks, parts of bodies, bones
of men at the back with only their
parts of bodies being on display and
these held knives and pistols. In the
third section was a picture of a
woman in black, gray and white tone
down with a touch of pink seen

Composition 1/ Oil on Canvas, 91x76¢m - Dilip Kumar Kahr

behind barbed wires. The artist said
that he wanted to portray the social
conditions of the country where
everything was havoc and nothing
was in order. The objects were
symbols of social, political and
economic chaos. The barbed wire
portrayed the fact that the women
are still being subjugated and down-
trodden.

In another of Bhutan's paintings
were three faces done on squares
with the facial details of lips, nose
and eyes being outlined in black
while at the bottom was a profile in

gray on top were squares with eyes
in the background of brown. Behind
was a face with red eyes while there
was also a mask done in white and
shaded with pink and blue included
in the composition. The banding
faces at the bottom were almost of
classical perfection in details which
were in shades of gray, blue and
black, while the hair was touched
with orange, yellow and brown while
the rest had shades of red, brown
beige and black. Here the artist
wanted to show the mask that
people don in society and at the

Untitled / Oil on canvas, 2001 - Quader Bhuiyan
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out pretenses. The texture work
done all overwas to lend interest.

Bhutan said that he painted as a
child and found inspiration from
Abdul Hye. His inspirations come
from Zainul Abedin, Md Kibria,
Rafigun Nabi, Hashim Khan and
Qayyum Chowdhury. Asked if we
were not being rather western in our
approach of fine art today, Bhutan
said that it would be wonderful
indeed if we could retain the identity
of our country in words such as
those of Quamrul Hassan or Jamini
Roy. He has participated in joint
exhibitions at the Fine Arts Institute
and the National Museum and had
won an award as a child.

Sanjit Das Apu's painting called
"Navigation" and in it he tried to
portray the complications in modern
life. "All around us we see only
mechanical life and this for us is our
present reality," said Apu. In it he
had brought in circles, blocks which
are normally found in a mechani-
cally operated ship or launch. There
was a figure in black to the left who
appeared to be in torment and
seemed to be an integral part of the
composition. On top there were a lot
of splashes of black, gray, blue and
brown and they brought to mind the
element of pain although they had
been highlighted with yellow and
beige at times.They brought in the
complexities of contemporary
existence.

In Apu's "The inner part of civil
life" contained a figure with hands
outstretched in agony. This was in
black and red while the hands were
white. There were parts of a crashed
motor cycle included in the painting
to enhance the element of confusion
in our present day life as well as the
recurrent use of mechanization
around us. There were yellow
streaks all over combined with
streaks of blood red on the vehicle
with rectangles and squares to
denote its mechanical parts. A
rectangle of red stood for the car
against which the motorcycle had
crashed. This had horizontal stripes
and squares in it. The background
was black while in the forefront was
a splash of white.

Apu says,"In our villages such
scenes are not seen often but in our
cities they are common everyday
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Nawgtion 11/ 0il on canvas 137x183m - Sanjib Das Apu

incidents with which we have to live
with. By the accident | want to sym-
bolize our crazy mixed up existence
of rushing to and fro work in a wild
frenzy. The crash is not a physical
and outward phenomenon but
something that takes place within us
too as regards feelings and emo-
tions. Even in our thought pro-
cesses there are complications and
frustrations. Earlier | had dealt with
other subjects such as dreams,
which stand for our hopes and
aspirations, which are never ful-
filled. 1 am not overly concerned with
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the sale of my paintings as | do
commercial painting such as doing
book illustrations, tile painting, etc. |
prefer to work at night, as during the
day | have to pursue a career to
make my living. My prize so far was
a poster for environment. Among
the artists | like are Hashim Khan,
Rafiqgun Nabi, Shabuddin and the
younger ones like Kanak Cannpa
Chakma".

One found some elements of
realism in Dilip Kumar Kahr's in
"Composition" in which one saw
pushcart pullers resting from the

Landscape / Oil on canvas, 1992 - Mir Zahid

The coming together of the class of '83

overwhelming heat in the afternoon.
The worker had an umbrella on top
and was working only a shirt and a
"lungi". Everything was in shades of
brown, beige, ochre, gray, with
touches of mauve, indigo and yellow
. We saw impressionism in his other
work too, labelled "Composition".
Here again we see a similar theme
of workers with their carts taking a
respite from their work. We saw
them in simple apparels with shades
of gray and green with yellow ochre
and red to complete the oil on can-
vas. Dilip said,"l used to see bullock
carts in the villages in my youth and
coming to Dhaka | was surprised
that human beings had to do the
work of domesticated animals
without complaining. | had expected
that by now machines would have
replaced human labour of this type
in the metropolis. Normally, I'm
contentto do the local landscapes."

Shumona Haque's painting
"Nature" had two fish swimming in
the form of suspended geometrical
shapes and they were obviously
being lured by bait. All across were
squares and rectangles, circles,
lines and splashes of blue, gray and
white, aquamarine and black. In
Shumona's other delineation of
nature there was white, pink, and
green with black and burnt sienna
being brought in the backdrop. The
browns and greens that we see in
nature had been reduced to a semi
abstract form.

In Shameem Subrana's mixed
media work we saw strips of hori-
zontal shapes with detailed work
within the elongated rectangles
such as festive buntings and tex-
tured work that probably brought in
a house in the form of brown and
yellow ochre crosses of brown.
There were red and black stripes
and at the sides were splashes and
suggested hazy motifs, which
reminded one of falling leaves. The
bright greens, orange and blue
checks, lines and strokes created a
wonderful melange of colours and
linesin collage.

It has been wonderful indeed,
when a batch of old students could
come together in unison to present
their combined work to give plea-
sure to the artlovers in the city.
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