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RECOMMENDATIONS

Photography

October 6-10

A photo exhibition titled, 'Beauty of
Life, History and Culture of India'
takes place at the STR300 at North
South University at Banani in the
city. The show remains open
everyday from 9:30 a.m. to 5:30
p.m. The exhibition is being
organised by North South
University Photography Club.

Dance

October7

Adance event of Manipuri style will
be presented by reputed danseuse
Sharmila Bannerjee and her
troupe, 'Nritya Nandan', at 7:00
p.m. at Shahid Zia auditorium at
National Museum in the city. Cards
are avilable at Dolce Vita
(Dhanmondi), Sagar Publishers
(Bailey road), Pathak Samabesh
(Shahbagh), Jatra (Kemal Ataturk
Ave.).
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Resurrecting a mystic on the silver screen

The making of "Hason Raja” with subtitles in English to be released at home and abroad

Aziz AMIRUL

INE audience of the

country who relentlessly

craves to watch sophisti-
cated productions will, after a
long gap, soon be able to satiate
their longing. Within the next
quarter of a year, they will meet
Hason Raja, a filmed version of a
plot written by Professor
Momtazuddin Ahmed, based on
the real life of a great personality
of Bengal. He came from a rich
and aristocratic lineage, trans-
formed his life into one of a purely
mystical type and led a life
through rendition of songs, poetry
and philosophy of the complex

Hason's mother, Hurmat Jahan
Begum, acted by Babita, also
belongs to a zamindaar ancestry
of a nearby estate. Hurmat bears
litle Hason in a village, named,
Laksmanshree sometimes
around 1853. Hason Raja, who
loses his father and an elder step
brother at a very early age, has to
take over all official charges and
responsibilities of running the
estates, those of which account
up to several million acres. In his
twenties and thirties, the kind lord
becomes a bit awry, in the sense
that he draws his attention, in an
extreme manner, in a lustful
manner towards women. The
soul and heart of the sympathetic

who wanders from place to place
in search of the true meaning of
humanity and psychic peace,
meets the indifferent Hason and,
at once, falls for him. Binodini,
acted by

Shomi Kaiser, loves the music
connoisseur, yet Hason solely
explores the vocal qualities of the
girl. He writes, composes, sings,
loves and suffers. He builds a hut
beside his parents' palace and
lives there. Restless and relent-
less, Hason constantly searches
for truth. It is a sort of truth that
could only be found in the inner
psyche of a genuine human
being.

Mukti, a recent talent of the

Hashem Khan's cosmos. Chashi Nazrul Islam, a  personality opens up in favour of ~ alternative and social movies
Solo Exhibition leading directorisincharge ofthe  all the wiser and straighter acts as Hason Raja's wife in the

production that is being produced  notions of life as well, for the love ~ film. Some of the other main
September 27 October 7 by another cine personality of the  and comfort of women. At one performers are Professor

Renowned artist Hashem Khan
holds a solo exhibition, 'Art Fair: Six
Seasons' at Shilpangan gallery at
Dhanmondi in the city. The exhibi-
tion remains open from 10 a.m. to 8
p.m. everyday.

Photography on The

country, Helal Khan, who, in
addition, casts the role of Hason.

As the synopsis of the plot
unfolds, Dewan Hason Raja
Chowdhury appears before the
audience, a son of a rich land
lord, Dewan Ali Raja Chowdhury,
based in the region presently we

stage of his administration,
Hason begins the donation of
land to the vagrant poor villagers
in a most free manner. Once a
lord of the region, instead, Hason
Raja finds interest in music,
nature and in thoughts of philoso-
phy. Binodini, a female singer,

Momtazuddin Ahmed, Amol
Bose, Khurshiduzzaman Utpal,
Nasreen Jasim, Shimla and
Adeel.

As Helal Khan informs, 'It was
one of my intention since teen
days to make something creative
and in public out of the life story of

Twin Towers know as Sunamganj in Sylhet.
September 29 October 6 ~ I o
A photography exhibition is on at HELAL KHANS p s wise fafse witrrsmy  CMV

the National Art Gallery of
Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy
in the city, of photographer
Obaidullah Mamoon, titled, 'The
Twin Towers and The American
Spirit' and remains open to all from
11 a.m. to 7 p.m. daily except on
Friday, when thetimeis3to 7 p.m.

Six celebrated artists'

show

Sept. 20 Oct.7

Akku Chowdhury hosts art
exhibition of 6 celebrated artists of
the country, Jamal Ahmed, Kanak
Champa Chakma, Khalid Mahmud
Mithu, Saidul Islam Juise, Fareha
Zeba and Nisar Hossain at La
Galerie, Kemal Ataturk Avenue.
The show remains open daily from
9:00a.m.t0 10:00 p.m.
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the great Hason Raja, who
belonged to Sylhet, also my
ancestral home. One day Chashi
bhai (Chashi Nazrul Islam)
approached to me with some
business dealings when | pro-
posed to him to take up the chal-
lenging direction of a new film, the
name of which, as | told him, was'
Hason Raja'. It has taken nearly
three years to complete the works
of the film, as stated by Helal, and
it has also given much stress to
Professor Momtazuddin Ahmed,
who, with immense courage and
optimistic farsightedness,
brought a successful end to his
writing of the script of the produc-
tion.

'When | started initial works of
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shooting of the film, many of the
regular FDC-goers requested me
to abandon the huge and tire-
some project and warned by
narrating some of the unsuccess-
ful past initiatives of other mak-
ers, two of who died afterwards,
but of natural illness. Yet | contin-
ued my work and finally, today, it's
almost over, awaiting a grand
release which we hope would
take place sometimes within the
coming winter season', says a
highly delighted Chashi Nazrul,
director of the film which should
make history when it gets
released in theatres of England
and America while coinciding with
the same in Dhaka. 'lt is a vast
and difficult task to make a film of

s I A

this level and | often thought in
fear of how | would depict the
entire life of the great mystic
within the celluloid tapes that
contains a duration of only three
hours ', Chashi adds who had to
work relentlessly for days and
nights, for weeks and months, in
a research-oriented way, to dis-
cover various facts and incidents
ofthe life of Hason Raja.

Both Babita and Shomi Kaiser
are equally elated about their
involvements in two of the impor-
tant roles. 'As | feel, the produc-
tion of Hason Raja is a milestone
in the history of Bangladeshi
cinema and would certainly bring
a revolutionary change in the
present trend of local movies',

says Babita who too, reveals that
she had not been given such a
fine role in films made over the
last couple of decades and as she
further believes, a film of this
category has hardly been pro-
duced.

'l had waited long for this day in
my career. It was my dream to
perform in cinema through some
truly sophisticated creations and
today there is one, Hason Raja’,
says Shomi Kaiser who feels that
the audience is the best judge.

A total of around ten original
musical compositions of Hason
Raja enrich the film, couple of
which include 'Loke bole bole re

...", 'Sona bonde amare dewana
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