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Japan sees bitter ties if
DAP deal not resolved

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Japan yesterday reiterated that its
trade relations with Bangladesh
might be strained if an amicable
solution was not found regarding the
di-ammonia phosphate (DAP)
fertiliser project.

Earlier this year, the government
decided to cancel two DAP projects
on Japanese and Chinese suppli-
ers' credits.

On August 17, the Bangladesh
Chemical Industries Corporation
(BCIC) informed the Japanese and
Chinese contractors of the decision.

The Japanese government "is
unlikely to issue any insurance
about any business activities with
Bangladesh”, Tetsuo Yamashita,
minister of the Embassy of Japan in
Dhaka, told reporters at a briefing
yesterday.

As the Japanese government
has insured the export, it has to pay
a huge compensation to the
Japanese contractor for the DAP
project, he said.

The Tk 392.97 crore DAP-1 was
undertaken on Chinese suppliers'

credit and the Tk 451.70 crore DAP-
2 on Japanese suppliers' credit in
2001.

If the authorities had decided on
implementing the projects, produc-
tion cost of each metric tonne (MT)
of fertiliser from DAP-1 would have
been Tk 12,374. As for DAP-2, the
cost would have been Tk 12,228,
while the cost of importing per MT of
fertiliseris Tk 10,440.

"We are communicating with the
contractors of both Japan and
Bangladesh for a solution,"”
Yamashita said.

Earlier, on August 8, Japanese
Ambassador in Dhaka Jiro
Kobayashi wrote a letter to the
Finance and Planning Minister M
Saifur Rahman mentioning that the
project cancellation would strain
business ties between the two
countries.

The letter also mentioned that
when the claim for the project com-
pensation was submitted to the
Japanese government and the
insurance paid, it is likely that they
will act to stop initiating new export
and insurance related businesses

with Bangladesh.

In the first week of January, the
ministry of industries prepared a
proposal to cancel the project. But
strong lobbying from a quarter took
a long time to seal the fate of the
‘costly' fertiliser projects, sources
said.

The issue arose at a cabinet
committee meeting on economic
affairs on July 17. But in spite of
nearly all members agreeing to the
cancellation of the project, no deci-
sion was reached.

"Because of the delay in the
decision-making, we have to pay
more as compensation to the con-
tractors," said a source in the gov-
ernment.

Earlier, the finance and planning
minister said the government did not
approve of the two DAP fertiliser
projects on Chinese and Japanese
credit. "We thought it might lead to a
situation like KAFCO's and create a
huge burden on the country," he
said.

Dhaka, EC agree
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projects also came up for discus-
sion.

Technical assistance in trade-
related areas and support for
expanding and diversifying
Bangladesh's exports were consid-
ered a top priority, as reflected in the
NIP (2003-2006).

During the Sub-Group meeting
on Trade Related issues, the
Bangladesh side sought EC assis-
tance in improving capacity and
investment flow. Issues related to
market access and foreign invest-
ment were also extensively dis-
cussed.

Commerce Ministry joint secre-
tary Abul Kalam Azad and EC
Directorate General Head of Unit
Philippe Meyer co-chaired the
meeting on Trade Development and
Trade Related Issues at the
Commerce Ministry Sunday.

In yesterday's meeting on eco-
nomic development, both sides
discussed the areas for economic
development. The EC's long-term
assistance for health, education,
food security and poverty alleviation
would amount to 411 million Euro.

Bangladesh sides pressed for
incorporating environment and
information communications tech-
nology sectors, which were not
included in the previous plan.

"They have agreed to our pro-
posals," said ERD joint-secretary
(Europe) AMM Nasiruddin, who co-
chaired yesterday's meeting with
Markus Cornaro, Head of
Directorate General for External

Relations of the European
Commission.

Identification missions will start
coming here later this year to
choose ongoing sector-wise pro-
jects, and if required, undertake new
projects for EC assistance in eco-

nomic development, the ERD
official said.
Ambassador Esko

Kentrschynskyi, Head of delegation
of the European Commission to
Bangladesh, was also presentin the
meeting on Economic Development
Cooperation held at the Economic
Relations Division (ERD).

The sub-group meeting
reviewed the EC-Bangladesh
National Indicative Programme
(NIP), the South Asia Enterprise
Development Facility (SEDF) and
other areas of possible EC assis-
tance, especially in the fields of
SME development, EC small project
facility, quality control, certification
and standards. The EC side at the
meeting also presented the Asia
regional programmes managed by
the European Commission.

The Sub-Group meetings were
held on the basis of EC's Country
Strategy Paper and the draft NIP
document, which has been the
subject of close consultations
between the government of
Bangladesh and EC that were
capped with the agreement reached
by the two sides in yesterday's
meeting.

Arsenic
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Any conclusion in the shape of
discontinuation of financing the
project will put fate of millions of
people in uncertainty as they con-
tinue drinking arsenic-affected
water from millions of contaminated
hand-pumped tubewells.

At present, about 85 million
people in 61 districts of the country
are exposed to arsenic contamina-
tion in water.

The WB source also said that
most of the BAMWSP work
remained incomplete and the prob-
lem of arsenic victims could not be
solved as agreed in the agreement.

The bank yesterday evening
indicated that the BAMWSP could
not be continued, as the resources
were not ulitised as agreed.

In December last year, a WB
evaluation report on the project
found implementation of some of its
major activities 'extremely slow'.

In terms of mitigation, the main
goal of the project, the report carried
out by a team of the WB and the

project

SDC from December 2 to 11,
observed that 'mitigation activities
remain inadequate. Only 59 out of
714 mitigation schemes had been
completed'.

The project had "not initiated any
action to mitigate contamination in
11 municipalities where arsenic has
been detected in production wells",
it said.

In view of the slow progress the
mission had recommended
improvement in five critical areas -
acceleration of screening and
mitigation programme, establish-
ment of strategic partnership,
monitoring and evaluation of
arsenic mitigation initiatives, imple-
mentation of communication strate-
gies and development of longer
term pragmatic approach to arsenic
mitigation.

A meeting between the govern-
ment and the WB to decide fate of
the project may be held today.

Reforms untenable

FROM PAGE 1
icantly deteriorated, resulting in the
paradox "less earning for more
export."

The finance minister further
mentioned that flow of official devel-
opment assistance declined both in
2000 and 2001. The situation wors-
ened following a decline in the flow
of private capital to the developing
world.

Welcoming the World Bank
initiative for better assessment,
monitoring and managing of devel-
opment results, he said, " We sup-
port surveillance measures of IMF,
including intensified work on anti-
money laundering."

However, development cannot
be promoted by surveillance alone,
Saifur said, adding, "Ends and
means of development must not be
confused. Development is a com-
plex transformation in an ever-
changing environment."

Multilateral institutions must
respond "flexibly" to challenges of
development on a case-by-case
basis, he said.

Spelling out Bangladesh govern-
ment's reform programmes, the
finance minister said major reforms
were implemented in the fields of
trade, banking, fiscal management,
human resource development and
privatisation during the 1991-96
period.

" Unfortunately, political
changes in mid-1996 resulted in
reversal of the reform process," he
said, adding that the present gov-
ernment has restored macro-
balance and undertaken the painful
process of restarting the reforms.

The government has already
prepared a draft I-PRSP and hopes
to complete the process quickly,
Saifur said.

Bangladesh, he said, demon-
strated its ability in efficient utilisa-
tion of aid, lowering population
growth, building rural infrastructure,
increasing food production, reduc-
ing poverty, developing human
resources and introducing innova-
tive measures for empowerment
such micro-credits.

30 gold statues
of Buddha
recovered

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Cox's
Bazar

The BDR (Bangladesh Rifles)
yesterday recovered 30 gold stat-
ues of Buddha worth about Tk 10
crore from two boats on the Naf
River.

According to BDR sources,
jawans of the 23 Rifles Battalion
acting on a tip-off challenged the
two Myanmar boats bound for
Teknaf in the early morning yester-
day and recovered the precious
statues that were being smuggled to
Bangladesh through the Naf River.

The smugglers however man-
aged to flee as the BDR swooped on
the boat.

The BDR also recovered 1280
cartons of torchlight batteries and
two pieces of clothes worn by
Buddhist monks.

ETV
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ETV. It was agreed that they (ETV)
would pay for this, would not do any
harm to the film and return it within
five days of the telecast.

He also alleged that the ETV had
telecast the film on March 9 last year
at 3:20 pm on the occasion of Eid-ul-
Azha. The ETV also telecast it on
several occasions without permis-
sion from him. But he was not at all
paid for this.

The complainant further said that

claiming payment, he had served
two legal notices on the accused on
February 12 and March 18 this year.
They responded to those through
their lawyer on July 28, brushing
aside his claims.
After hearing, Magistrate
Mohammad Emdadul Haq took the
plaint into cognizance and directed
the Officer-in-Charge of Gulshan
Police Station to take legal action
against the accused after investiga-
tion.

Dring
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moistening, still accompanied by his
wife Fiona on the dais.

Referring to various ETV
programmes he called the resultof a
new genius vision, Dring said,
"ETV's achievement is a reflection
of strength of scores of potential
Bangladeshis to work on the huge
world stage."

"We got there on our own feet
and dare to stand beside other
international broadcasting chan-
nels."

"This is a catastrophe of
change," he said, pointing to closure
ofthe ETV."...

Since ETV is the window to the
world that must not be shut
down...nobody should be allowed
to take it away, take it from our
children."

Expressing his gratitude to the
people of Bangladesh for love and
encouragement, he said, "We will
do again what we've done before."

Dramatist Mamunur Rashid
conducted the function where some
recited poems for Dring.

Truant cabbies
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three-wheelersin the city.

The DMP has already set up a
cell to receive complaints over
phone at the following numbers:
Traffic Control Room: 017-000990,
DMP fixed phone: 7124000-49, Ext.
2627, Traffic South Office: 017-
000991, Ext. 2578 and 418124, and
Traffic North Office: 017-000992,
Ext. 2580 and 9143212.

As for safety of the cab drivers,
the DC said two detective teams
have been engaged to act in
response to distress calls by cab
drivers in danger and work in close
coordination with them to meet their
security needs.

Cab drivers can also dial the DMP
numbers above in case of any trou-
ble and for assistance from police.

"We are serious about security of
the drivers but they in turn must do
their part by following the taxicab
rules," the DC said.

Battle line drawn
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BNP's one yearin power.

The government recently
enforced a decision that prior per-
mission has to be taken from DU
authorities to hold any public gather-
ing at the Shaheed Minar.

The BNS (aggrieved citizens'
society), a body of some socio-
cultural organisations, was floated
recently to protest the restriction.

Law enforcers at the Shaheed
Minar told The Daily Star yesterday
they would not allow any gathering
there without prior permission from
the DU authorities.

Sources said all entrances to the
Minar would be sealed off early
morning today to prevent BNS
activists from going there. Police will
raise barbed wire fences on roads
leadingtoit.

"Besides a large number of
intelligence personnel, huge contin-
gents of police and paramilitary
BDR would be deployed at all strate-
gic points on the DU campus today,"
said a police source.

Campus sources said that lead-
ers and activists of ruling BNP's
student front Jatiyatabadi Chhatra
Dal (JCD) would also remain vigilant
on the campus.

Addressing yesterday's
programme of JASAS, titled "Vote
Revolution of October 2001" at the
Minar, JCD leaders warned of
resisting those "conspiring" to vitiate

the peaceful atmosphere at DU.

Addressing the function, some
BNP leaders also accused opposi-
tion Awami League of creating
unrest in the country after being
rejected by the people. They urged
BNP activists to resist all "conspira-
cies" againstthe government.

A large number of police were
seen in the Shaheed Minar area
yesterday. Sources said police will
remain there till the JASAS
programmes is over.

Police yesterday barred a pro-
cession of writers, artists and cul-
tural activists from going to the
Minar to protest the government
decision.

The procession starting from in
front of the National Museum was
led by Prof. Serajul Islam
Chowdhury and Prof. Ajay Roy.
Police stopped it on the road in front
of the Minar.

The JASAS function was going
on when the procession went near
the Minar.

The processionists held a rally
there. Addressing the rally, Prof.
Serajul Islam Chowdhury strongly
criticised the government for
restricting public gathering at the
Minar.

"Central Shaheed Minar does
not belong to any person or party. It
belongs to the people of the coun-
try," he said.

Referring to the government's

call for maintaining sanctity of the
Minar, he said free movement of
people never damaged its sanctity.
"Rather, its sanctity has been dam-
aged by sealing it off."

Dr Anu Mohammad said the
Shaheed Minar is the symbol of our
hope and inspiration and people
would never accept the restriction.
He wurged all pro-liberation and
democratic forces to make today's
rally a success.

As per the plan, supporters of the
grand rally will try to enter the Minar
premises from three directions.
BNS activists will go there from the
Doel Chattar area and political
parties including Awami League, 11-
party and Jatiya Samaijtantrik Dal
(JSD) from Shahbagh area. Student
organisations including Bangladesh
Chhatra League (BCL) will try to
enter the area from Plassy, sources
said.

Talking to this correspondent,
Shabhriar Kabir, an organiser of the
grand rally, yesterday alleged that
JASAS was given permission just to
create a tense situation. "We
announced our programme much
earlierthan JASAS."

Replying to question, he said,
"There is no question of taking
permission because we are demon-
strating against the provision for
taking permission.”

Who owns the bank now?
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Ahmed Chowdhury, meanwhile,
could not be contacted for his com-
ments despite repeated attempts.

Earlier in December last year,
70,500 shares or 27.16 per cent
stake of the bank, owned by the
Amanullah Group, were transferred
to five local companies.

Interestingly, in both transfers,
including that of Al-Baraka
Investment and Development
Company shares, the address of the
witnesses in the transfer forms was
the same.

There are also allegations that
the central bank was not informed of
the transfers. The bank manage-
ment claims Bangladesh Bank
permission is not required for trans-
fer of sponsor shares.

The transfers have given the
loan defaulter total control of the
board as the majority shareholders
endorse his wishes, according to
sources.

Meanwhile, the loans sanctioned
by the bank to different people were
used by others and for fictitious
purposes, according to documents
collected by The Daily Star.

The same defaulter was found
using different people to open
accounts to get the loans.

The Dilkusha branch of Al-
Baraka Bank sanctioned Tk 4.90
crore Bi-Muajjal loan to one Lytton
Jute Mills Limited in different phases
between June and August last year

for procurement of raw jute and
spare parts for exports of jute prod-
ucts. The loan was sanctioned in a
flash without any loan risk analysis
(LRA)and mill inspection.

Lytton Jute Mills, a small factory
with years-old machinery, did not
require Tk 4.90 crore for any busi-
ness purpose, The Daily Star found
out. According to bank documents, it
sent money from the loan accounts
to people, who were not involved in
any way with jute business, through
pay orders.

Other documents also show that
the loan amount was actually used
by the Bengal Group for different
purposes.

Hemendra Kumar Shaha, a
director of the Lytton Jute Mills who
is also assistant vice-president of
Desh Beverage Company Limited,
a sister concern of the Bengal
Group, issued two pay orders worth
Tk 12.16 lakh from the company's
loan account to one Huraya Jannat
as houserent.

Also, pay orders of Tk 2.09 crore
were issued to different other per-
sons and firms that are not involved
in jute business.

Al-Baraka Bank also sanctioned
Tk 3 crore each in loans to Messrs
Anas Traders and Messrs Unique
Trade International through its
Mirpur branch for supply of rawhide
to some tanneries. The total loan
amount was used for different
purpose.

Just after approving the loan
proposals, Tk 3.75 crore was dis-
bursed on January 6 without neces-
sary formalities and the total amount
was received by Shaha.

Later on February 2, the bank
upped the credit facilities for the two
firms from Tk 6 crore to Tk 11 crore.

Once again, Shaha received Tk
9.75 crore from the bank on behalf
of the firms. Later, he issued a pay
order of Tk 8.68 crore to different
firms.

There are also evidence that Tk
40 lakh transferred to the Desh
Baverage account and also the loan
money was used to adjust loans
worth Tk 33.60 lakh of Bengal
Engineering and Construction
Company Limited, a sister concern
of the Bengal Group, with Rupali
Bank.

Shaha also issued pay order of
Tk 1 crore to Nationwide
Communication Limited, a company
owned by Abul Khair Litu.

Litu, however, denies any link
with the transactions. "Why should |
use others to take loan from banks
when | have reputation as a busi-
nessman and enough property and
businesses to pursue on my own to
take loan from banks."

He also says question does not
arise to use others' loan to adjust his
loan with another bank.

Hasina vows to foil ‘plot’
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Abduj Jahur were among others
who attended the session.

The programme started with
recitation from the Holy Quran,
Geeta, Bible and Tripitak.

Sheikh Hasina declared the
conference open by hoisting the
National Flag. Party General
Secretary Zillur Rahman hoisted the
party flag.

Several thousand leaders and
workers from the four districts in
Sylhet division joined the
programme.

Criticising the BNP-led alliance
government's performance, Hasina
said they have ‘institutionalised
terrorism and corruption". Even
people who voted them are now
repenting because of the "horrify-
ing" situation they have created, she
alleged.

Incidents of rape, kiling and
abduction have increased sharply.
She claimed that every day, 10
murders are taking place on an
average. A total of 46,744 people
have been killed and 10,000 women
raped since the government took
power. Police atrocities killed 101
people, she claimed.

As it came to power through a
farcical election, it is trying to retain
power through terrorism, she
alleged.

The people now want to get rid of
the "torture and repression" she
claimed and called upon the party
men to stand by the people.

She alleged that BNP had
blasted the bombs in Narayanganj,
Ramna, Jessore and other places
during AL's five-year rule but they
(BNP) are now blaming AL for those.

"Some people died while making
bombs at BNP's central office. Even
they attempted on my life several
times," Hasina said.

"These are conspiracies to
eliminate Awami League but they do
not know this is not possible", she
said.

"Before the (October 2001)
election BNP had said it would scrap
the Chittagong Hill Tracts Peace
Agreement and the Ganges Water
Sharing Treaty. But, nothing has
been done. This proves these were
done properly and for the benefit of
the country and its people. People
are getting fruits of the water treaty
and the peace agreement".

The Awami League chief held the
prime minister responsible for the
recent wheat scam. "She (the PM)
gave the approval and sanctioned
the money (for procurement of
wheat). "This government has the
earned a name of wheat thief".

The Transparency International
has also revealed other acts of

corruption by ministers of this gov-
ernment, she added.

Hasina also accused the govern-
ment of distorting the glorious
history of the Liberation War. Truth
can not be suppressed and those
who distort history would will find
their place in the dustbins of history,
she observed.

"We want to make the country a
developed one by 2020 by using the
resources properly. For that, (AL)
organisational structures at union,
ward and upazila levels should be
strengthened".

She called upon party leaders
and workers to mobolise people
again to end the "era of darkness".

After attending the inaugural
session, the AL chief met the family
of slain Dr Aftab Hossain, Assistant
Director of Sylhet MAG Osmani
Medical College Hospital, at their
house and consoled them. Dr Aftab
was killed by assailants recently.

Hasina was scheduled to
address the closing session of the
conference last night.

Sheikh Hasina reached Sylhet at
10-40 PM on Sunday and soon after
offered Fateha at the shrines of
Hajrat Shahjalal (RA) and Hajrat
Shahporan (RA). She stayed at
Sylhet Circuit House.

Bears kill zookeeper
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to break free and jostled with the
animals for 25 to 30 minutes. As the
caretaker fought for life, a crowd
watched in awe the bizarre incident.

Some employees of the zoo
rushed to the cage and tried to help
Ismail from outside with sticks and
brickbats. But the bears did not let
go of the zookeeper.

Finally, the employees managed
to shoo the bears away by throwing
some burning bags at them. By that
time, Ismail was dead.

Although they had dart guns to
tranquillise wild animals, the zoo
authorities did not use them during
the incident.

"We were not ready for such an
incident," Faruq said. "Besides, it

would have taken us 10 to 15 min-
utes to load the dartguns."

Some other officials said
zookeepers often take no precau-
tion when they go inside the cages.

They also admitted that the
authorities also do not strictly
enforce the routine security mea-
sures.

Ismail, who hailed from
Chuadanga, was a father of three
and lived in the nearby staff quarter
for zoo officials and employees with
his family.

The zoo authorities filed an
unnatural death case with the
police.

A scientific officer of the zoo said
the bears were notill.

Senior officials of the

Department of Livestock Services
visited the zoo after the incident.

They would investigate the
matter and then take proper action,
Director General of the Department
of Livestock Services Nurul Islam
told The Daily Star.

Asked about compensation for
the victim's family, he said he would
take proper action and request
higher authorities to sanction
necessary financial arrangement
for the family. "We will give the
victim's wife a job so that she can
bring up her children properly and
also request the prime minister for
one time financial assistance from
herfund."

Japan celebrates
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Sonargaon Hotel was built with
Japanese assistance while Japan
also assisted Bangladesh in build-
ing roads and bridges and improv-
ing the telecommunications sector.

The Japanese embassy in
Dhaka will honour painter
Mohammad Kibria for his contribu-
tions in the field of fine arts for the
last 40 years, said Kouji Sugiyama,
first secretary of the Japanese
embassy.

He said Kibria is the second
Bangladeshi to be awarded with
such an honour by the Japanese
government after Maleka Khan,
who was honoured for her contribu-
tions towards promoting Japanese
culture by popularising lkebana, the
traditional Japanese way of flower
arrangement, in Bangladesh.

The Japanese film festival will
begin on October 13 at the audito-
rium of the Institute of Modern
Languages of Dhaka University,
while the Japanese Blues concert

will start at Osmani Memorial Hall on
October 24. The Japanese doll
show will begin at the Shishu
Academy on October 29.

The Japanese language speech
contest will begin on November 1.
The theme of the contest is "Pros-
pect and retrospect on the occasion
of the 30th anniversary of diplomatic
relations between Japan and
Bangladesh". Any Bangladeshi
national conversant in Japanese
language is eligible for the contest
that will take place at the
Multipurpose Hall of the Japanese
embassy

The Ikebana contest will be held
on November 8 at 11:00 am to
4:00pm atthe same venue.

A three-day Japan Education
Fair, aimed at providing
Bangladeshi students with informa-
tion on studying in Japan, will begin
at the Institution of Engineers,
Bangladesh, Chittagong centre, on
November 14.

Man hacked
to death in
N’'ganj

OUR CORRESPONDENT, N'ganj

A young man was hacked to death
by some criminals in Zimkhana area
of the town at about 10:30 pm on
Sunday in front of hundreds of
people.

None of the witnesses resisted
the killing for fear of the armed
criminals.

The victim was wearing a jeans
pant and a black shirt but he could
not identified till filing of this report
yesterday evening.

According to sources, the youth
aged 18-20, had a quarrel with a
local group of mastaans in
Zimkhana commercial area. At one
stage the mastaans stabbed the
youth in his throat and hacked him
with chapati (a sharp heavy knife
used by butchers). Two of the
mastaans took the youth to nearby
Narayanganj General Hospital
where doctors declared him dead.

A source seeking anonymity
said, the killing is the result of feud
between two local rival group over
drugtradinginthe area.

Narayanganj police lodged a
case butnone was arrested.

Road accident
kills five in
Khagrachhari

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Khagrachhari

Five people were killed and 30
others  injured, seven of them
seriously, in a road accident on
Baghaichhari-Dighinala highway
yesterday morning.

The dead were identified as
Subash Chakma, 35, Anwar
Hossain, 25, Snehamoyee
Chakma, 25, Rubel Chakma, 22,
and Milton Chakma, 30.

The seriously injured, identified
as Jiban Chakma, 20, Hironmoy
Chakma, 20, Ismail, 30, Mayed Ali,
35, Monir Hossain, 19, Karim, 35,
and Rakib, 30, were admitted to
Chittagong Medical College
Hospital (CMCH).

Police and witnesses said the
accident occurred when a passen-
ger jeep overturned near Baghihat
army camp atabout7.30 am.

Three passengers died on the
spot and two others succumbed to
their injuries at Sadar and Dighinala
hospitals.

However, the driver of the jeep
managed toflee.

CU BCL leader
beaten up by
Shibir: Indefinite
siege on campus
from today

UNB, chittagong

A BCL leader of Chittagong
University was beaten up by Shibir
activists on the campus yesterday.

Islami Chhatra Shibir activists
picked up BCL Joint General
Secretary Saifuddin Mahmud
Sohag from Katapahar area at
about 1pm.They took him to a
nearby jungle and beat him merci-
lessly.

Police, on information, rushed to
the spot and rescued Sohag. They
sent him to a private clinicin the city.

A case was filed with Hathazari
police in this connection.

BCL held a protest rally in the
city's Sholashahar area yesterday
afternoon and claimed that a total of
11 such incidents were occurred on
the campus during the last few
months.

They demanded punishment to
the attackers and called for an
indefinite siege on the campus from
today.

Meanwhile, supporters of
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD) and
Islami Chhatra Shibir clashed on the
BIT campus at 3pm yesterday.

Some 10 activists from both
sides were wounded in the clash.

Five of them were admitted to
Chittagong Medical College
Hospital and the rest tolocal clinics.

Police have been deployed on
the campus to avert further trouble.

Six drown as
boat capsizes
in Habiganj

UNB, Habiganj

Six people, including women and
children, drowned and 44 others
went missing as a mechanised boat
sank in the Khoai River Sunday.

Two of the deceased were identi-
fied as Samla Banu, 26, and her
one-year-old son Rihdoy Mia of
Jadabpur village in Sadar upazila.

Ayoungwoman, a 3-year-old boy
and two middle-aged men of
Elarkandi village in Lakhai upazila
were also among the dead.

Police said the boat, carrying
about 50 people, capsized at about
3:30pm at a point between Jadabpur
and Radhapur due to strong current.
It was heading towards Jadabpur in
Lukra union from a cattle market
near the district town.

Later, local people recovered six
bodies from theriver.

Trophy shared
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over backward point against pace-
man Chaminda Vaas, and Sachin
Tendulkar was seven not out after
opener Dinesh Mongia was out for
nought.

Saurav Ganguly's side once
again had reason to feel more disap-
pointed after another fighting display
by their bowlers had restricted Sri
Lankato 222 for seven.

India had restricted the hosts to
244 for five and reached 14 for none
in two overs when Sunday's play was
washed out.

Home captain Sanath Jayasuriya
once again won the toss and chose to
take strike on a slow pitch being used
for the second day running.

But left-arm paceman Zaheer
Khan bowled Jayasuriya first ball
before the slow bowlers took over to
reduce Sri Lanka to 71 for four in the
17thover.

Mahela Jayawardene top-scored
with 77 and Russel Arnold remained
56 not out, the pair reviving the
innings with a 118-run sixth wicket
stand to lift Sri Lanka past the 200-run
mark.

Jayawardene, who completed his
15th one-day fifty, hit six fours in his
99-ball knock. Arnold faced 101 balls
and hitthree fours for his 17th fifty.

Indian spinners Harbhajan Singh,
Anil Kumble, Virender Sehwag and
Tendulkar bowled to their field as Sri
Lankan batsmen once again found
boundaries hard to come by in the
later overs.

But the poor weather kept Sri

Lanka's spin response, led by off-
spinner Muttiah Muralitharan, under
the wraps.

The 23-year-old Zaheer Khan
finished with three for 44 from nine
overs to finish with eight wickets in
the tournament.

The rain-drenched finale was also
the last home appearance for Sri
Lankan veteran Aravinda De Silva,
who has left it to the national selec-
tors to decide his international future.

The 36-year-old, who has scored
record 8,803 one-day runs from 288
matches, said he would continue until
next year's World Cup in South Africa
if his services were required.

The diminutive batsman plun-
dered five fours in one over by pace-
man Ajit Agarkar which went for 23
runs. He made 27 from 24 balls
before being out trying a slog against
Kumble.
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and 102 in August.

The IDR also reported on 116
abductions, 26 acid attacks, 22
dowry victims, two fatwa victims and
five custodial deaths, and seven
deaths in police firing, one in the
paramilitary BDR firing and eight in
the BSF firing in September.

Thirty-six incidents of mugging,
81 robberies, 36 death threats and
nine hartals were also reported in
September.
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