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RECOMMENDATIONS

Concert

27th September

A concert will be held at the M.A.
Aziz Stadium in Chittagong from
10:30 a.m. t0 8:00 p.m. The musical
extravaganza titled, 'Colgate fresh
energy concert', to be sponsored by
ACI, will feature Miles, Shadhinota,
Dhaka, Vikings, Aurthoheen,
Artcell, Soft touch and solo
performer, Kaniz Suborna. Tickets
are available at 20 outlets in the port
city.

Group art show

Sept. 22-28

Five contemporary young artists,
Rajan, Shulekha, Nazmul, Salma
and Nasima hold a joint exhibition
of fine arts at the Zainul Gallery at
Fine Arts Institutes in the city that is
opendaily from 11a.m.to8 p.m.

Photography
exhibition

Sept. 21-30

Entitled 'A Glimpse of Bangladeshi
Heritage', a photo exhibition of
Babu Ahmed, a photojournalist,
continues at the DRIK gallery at
Dhanmondi in the city. The
exhibition remains open everyday
from3to8p.m.

Solo painting

Sept. 15-30

Artist Sadrul Hassan Rafi's solo
exhibition continues at Alliance
Francaise in the city and is open
dailyfrom9a.m.to 12 p.m. & from 5
to 8 p.m. The show opens on today

at6:30 p.m.

Six celebrated

artists' show

Sept. 20 Oct.7

Akku Chowdhury hosts art
exhibition of 6 celebrated artists of
the country, Jamal Ahmed, Kanak
Champa Chakma, Khalid Mahmud
Mithu, Saidul Islam Juise, Fareha
Zeba and Nisar Hossain at La
Galerie, Kemal Ataturk Avenue.
The show remains open daily from
9:00a.m. to 10:00 p.m.

Photography
September 25- 30

Amateur photographer Mozharul
Haq Monju holds a solo
photography exhibition at the Fine
Arts Institute in the city that displays
works of the photographer framed
in Keokradong around tribal
families of various cast and creed.
41 photographs are scheduled for
display. Monju's exhibition remains
open from 3 to 7 p.m. on weekdays
and from 10a.m.to 12p.m.and 3to
7p..m.on Friday.
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The Daily Star

Photography

The simple but pristine world of the cloud

Mozharul Hoq's solo at Zainul gallery dep/cts tribal life at its best

Aziz AMIRUL

NE is spellbound by the

serene beauty of Mother

Nature, as one watches
photos, 41 in all, by Mozharul Hoq
Monju, at Zainul Gallery at Fine Arts
Institute. This is the third solo
exhibition of the amateur photogra-
pher, titled, 'Track to Keokradang',
a natural location, the highest
recorded peak inside the country, in
Chittagong Hill Tracts.

'Accompanying a trekkers'
group, | had recently reached the
peak of Keokradang; took photo-
graphs of the people and of nature
while passing adjoining regions
and localities on way to
Keokradang. | had been able to
fully explore and understand the
simple, genuine life-styles of the
local communities, especially of
members of the Baum tribe', says
Monju, while he gives an introduc-
tion of the source of his works.

Monju seems to delve deep into
the social bearing of the Baum
people, while he provides an
eloquent touch to his works through
accretion of subjects, those of flora
and fauna, to complete that special
artistic tone. Mother Nature herself
turns an artist, craftsman and an
architect as the photographs bring
in certain subtle and intricate
feelings in the viewers' mind
through perfect angular depictions
of subjects, as well, the settings. A
number of the exhibits present
panoramic view of the vast hilly
landscapes and beautiful lakes
around, with floating clouds
overhead resembling loaded sacks
of spongy cotton.

The close-up portrait of the
smoker in 'Delight: Sorrow flies
away' elucidates a tiresome
laborious daily life and a resonant
relaxation of the honest individual,
a representative of the greater
community, at the end of a day.
Captioned, 'Universal: Beauty has
no race', highlights a young
member of the locality, one who
reveals an almost complete
traditional ornamentation of the
group. A pair of large, red ear-balls,
a white headband and a bunch of
violet floral embellishment upon the
crown give the girl a look of rich

Mountamous landscape and human habitation receive speclal sngnlflcance

nobility, something inherited from strike the

'Generations- 1 & 2,

steep footpaths and murky streams

peaks

more significant presentations by

people of the region were the most

wonders in solitude.

herancestors.

'‘Bondage: Nature and man
inseparable' is a particular piece
that reflects brightness of the sun's
rays, quite unmatched in style, with
most of the other exhibits. Astrange
yet captivating sparkle shines off
the subject of the bromide, provid-
ing a sense of total reality.

Captions like 'Adolescence:
Approaching with its enigma’, 'Life:
What really is it?', and the series,

viewer's conscience with the topic
of birth, childhood, aging etc. A
contrasting scenario of the life
cycle is presented through the
depiction of a number of human
beings in the photographs. They
broadly differ, both in age and taste.

A few of the photographs show
the group in which Monju had the
expedition, their frequent struggles
and hardship while trying to cross

on the way. 'Ascend: Nothing's
gonna stop us now' and 'Worship:
remembering the 'almighty”, gives
an opportunity to the viewer to go
real close to subjects, like wild
herbs, plants and ritualistic stones
of the tribal people, most of which,
otherwise, remain out of sight of the
commoner.

‘Endless falls' and 'Edge of
darkness' turn out to be two of the

Monju among which the detecting
eye is able to discover a kind of
slightly semi-abstract and
unworldly existence. The sense of
beauty in the two never ceases,
rather proliferates through uncom-
monness.

As the photographer feels, 'The
job was truly a difficult one but at
the end it turned out quite pleasant
due to the enchanting beauty of the
greenery. As | understood, the

important part of my subject, their
life-style and humanitarian
qualities, of which we were simply
amazed'. The generosity shown by
the community, as Monju observes,
is rare in our greater urban society.
'Is the air in our modern environ-
ment fresher than the one found in
the pristine mountains? Are our
minds and souls richer and cleaner
than those possessed by the

Monju started photography
since the early 90s and held his first
solo exhibition in 1995 at the
National Museum gallery entitled,
'Women and commercial activities';
His second solo was held the
following year with mixed subjects
atthe Fine Arts Institute.

The current exhibition remains
open daily from 3to 7 p.m. and also
from 10 a.m. to 12 noon on Friday,

Photographs of Monju cover a wide range of subjects of the trlbals
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people in the mountains?', he

till September 30.
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