DHAKA TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 24, 2002

RECOMMENDATIONS

Art Exhibition

Sept. 13-25

Charcoal, a contemporary artists'
group holds an art exhibition at the
Alliance Francaise gallery at Mirpur
road in the city that continues daily
from4to8p.m.

Photography
exhibition

Sept. 21-30

Entitled 'A Glimpse of Bangladeshi
Heritage', a photo exhibition of
Babu Ahmed, a photojournalist,
continues at the DRIK gallery at
Dhanmondi in the city. The
exhibition remains open everyday
from3to8p.m.

Solo painting

Sept. 15-30

Artist Sadrul Hassan Rafi's solo
exhibition continues at Alliance
Francaise in the city and is open
dailyfrom9a.m.to 12 p.m. &from 5
to 8 p.m. The show opens on today
at6:30 p.m.

Six celebrated

artists'show

Sept. 20 Oct.7

Akku Chowdhury hosts art
exhibition of 6 celebrated artists of
the country, Jamal Ahmed, Kanak
Champa Chakma, Khalid Mahmud
Mithu, Saidul Islam Juise, Fareha
Zeba and Nisar Hossain at La
Galerie, Kemal Ataturk Avenue.
The show remains open daily from
9:00a.m.t010:00 p.m.

Photography
September 25- 30

Amateur photographer Mozharul
Haq Monju holds a solo
photography exhibition at the Fine
Arts Institute in the city that displays
works of the photographer framed
in Keokradong around tribal
families of various cast and creed.
The exhibition gets inaugurated by
renowned photographer Enam Ul
Haq on September 25 at 5 p.m. 41
photographs are scheduled for
display.
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Shabby remains of a grand past

Babu Ahmed's ‘A glimpse of Bangladeshi Heritage'reflects our past glory

SAIFUL ISLAM

ASSIVE works of archi-

tectural beauty could be
seen scattered around
Bangladesh. For centuries these
works have survived struggling
against the dampening atmo-
sphere and robbery by thieves.
Another exhibit of photography
focusing on the heritage of Ban-
gladesh, like Zakir Hossains one
over Panam City and Sonargaon,
which was exhibited a few days
back at Drik Gallery, was inaugu-
rated on September 21, 2002 at
Drik Gallery. Babu Ahmed's lens
toured all over Bangladesh.
Eighty photographs by Babu,
being displayed at this fine
exhibit, talk not only about the
once rich and grand past but also
about the present dilapidated
state of these captivating
facades. Dr. Enamul Haque,
former Director general of
National Museum, Wolfgang
Vollmann, Director and represen-
tative of UNESCO in Bangladesh,
Shahidul Alam, Vijay K Sirse,
Director and Vice President of
Khulna Power Company Ltd.,
Muhammed Aziz Khan, Chairman
of Summit group of Companies
and Nasir Ali Mamun, a renowned
photographer, were present at the
inauguration.

Babu Ahmed's camera tra-
versed a period more than three
centuries to cover a representa-
tive range of photos that would
help the generations to come to
walk back in time in search of
heritage. Babu Ahmed's curious
camera and inquisitive eye
searched out many derelict build-
ings, which were once vibrant
homes of immortal historical
importance. 'In doing this he is
doing the work of a historian'
added Nasir Ali Mamun. Wishing
this exhibit a success Wolfgang
Vollmann wrote ' this photo-
graphic exhibition provides a
welcome opportunity to identify
once more some of Bangladesh's
most striking cultural heritage
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Aballroom of Panam city in Sonargaon

sites scattered around the coun-
try, we see there are mosques, as
well as Hindu and Buddhist tem-
ples'. The exhibit included
Begumbazar Mosque build in
1700, which are thronged by
devotees even today, to the exca-
vated and thickly sand-covered

mansion of Khan Jahan Ali.
Unheard stories had been dug out
too and for the visitors they are
captioned with the photo-frames.
St. Nicholas Tolentino Church
was built at the city of Bhawal in

1694 A.D. Manuel D
A'sumpaseon was the chief pas-

Ahsan Manzeel on the banks of Buriganga

[
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Rajbibi Mosque built during 1500 AD

tor of this church during the time of
1734 A.D. He compiled the first

Bengali dictionary while he
worked in the church.

One can understand, even
from the present adverse state,
how fascinating these enormous
structures looked at their new
element. Some of these magnifi-
cent works were designed sym-
metrically. The semi-circular
arches, very common facets of
these eye-catching architectural
works, are adorned with beautiful
and divergent decorative works.
The beautiful works of architec-
ture, captured by Babu's snaps
are living and vibrant particles of
history. These works which talk
about centuries of unwritten
history carry the fragrance of
Mughal grandeur, British
decency, and monkish solemnity.
This exposure to these timeless
works upholds an impressive tale
of a past that shelters, in its empa-
thetic womb, towering temples of
Hindus and Buddhists, and callig-
raphy studded mosques.

A peculiar variation of tastes
could be seen if only we consider
the various way bricks are used all
over Bangladesh by builders, in
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places they are left open and are
uncovered, the style in which
bricks were shelved in these
places is unique. In some build-
ings bricks are covered with
terracotta plaques. Ceramic
glazed tiles are used in places to
cover the naked structure and
some buildings are lime-washed.

Bangladeshi heritage includes
the outstanding fag
ade of Mahasthangarh and arche-
ological finds of Mainamati and
Paharpur, which date back to
hundreds of years. Somehow
these places have survived from
human plunders and natural
calamities. Babu Ahmed's
endeavour to bring out architec-
tural marvels of recent past, which
pertain to our historical heritage,
is reflected by his focus on old
Dhaka and selection of still surviv-
ing amazing buildings around
Bangladesh. ' | am working for
more than twelve years with the
purpose to catch our once rich
heritage in still photos. Some of
these photos being exhibited here
were taken five or four year back.
Before presenting this exhibit to
people | traveled these places

again; many of these buildings
which appear pretty here are
already demolished. God forbid,
perhaps one day will come a day
when there will be nothing left of
our past except these photos'
added Babu Ahmed, a journalist
and a photographer in a dejected

mood.

The ten day long exhibit will
end on September 30, 2002. The
photos being exhibited here can
be bought at taka 25,000; the
money will go to a girl who is a
poor heart patient although very
good at her studies.
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