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RECOMMENDATIONS

Art Exhibition
September13-25

Charcoal, a contemporary artists'
group holds an art exhibition at the
Alliance Francaise gallery at Mirpur
road in the city that continues daily
from4to8p.m.

Solo painting

Sept. 15-30

Artist Sadrul Hassan Rafi's solo
exhibition continues at Alliance
Francaise in the city and is open
dailyfrom9a.m.to 12 p.m. &from5
to 8 p.m. The show opens on today
at6:30 p.m.

Six celebrated

artists' show

Sept. 20 Oct.7

Akku Chowdhury hosts art
exhibition of 6 celebrated artists of
the country, Jamal Ahmed, Kanak
Champa Chakma, Khalid Mahmud
Mithu, Saidul Islam Juise, Fareha
Zeba and Nisar Hossain at La
Galerie, Kemal Ataturk Avenue.
The show remains open daily from
9:00a.m.t010:00 p.m.

Photography
September 25- 30

Amateur photographer Mozharul
Haq Monju holds a solo
photography exhibition at the Fine
Arts Institute in the city that displays
works of the photographer framed
in Keokradong around tribal
families of various cast and creed.
The exhibition gets inaugurated by
renowned photographer Enam Ul
Haq on September 25 at 5 p.m. 41
photographs are scheduled for
display.
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Interpretation of mystic songs in Bengal

PROF. WAKIL AHMED

B AULS of Bengal have their
own cult. Most neglected
commoners from the families of the
poor farmers and weavers get
together and set themselves down
before their Guru (the spiritual
guide) and establish such Baul cult.
But none can ascertain that who
was the first spiritual guide to have
such conversion into Bauls. There is
no doubt about Lalon Shah (1774-
1890), the son of Kushtia who
became the greatest Baul. His Guru
was Seraj Shain while no one knows
who was the Guru of Seraj Lalon
Shah emerged in course of his
maturity as the spiritual head or
Guru of the Bauls who built an
esoteric resort at Seoria village near
the Kushtia town and organised the
community duly converted into his
cult of Bauls. They had their austere
ascetic practice of the cult based
mainly on human body. The
language of their worship is song.
Lalon Shah became famous for
composing more than a few
thousand such songs. This Baul
cult, its worship and the very Baul
community along with its diffusion
and preaching is confined within the
geographic belt of Bengal (now
Bangladesh and West Bengal). A
Baul sings for the salvation of his
soul. Man has his body that bears
the soul. The soul as well as its
instinct is polluted by the sensual
organism of the body. If the body is
kept free from earthly greed, mental
delusion and amoral addiction, the
soul remains pure and perfect. To
this end a Baul seeks and expects
eternal salvation by worshiping
according to a Baul-Guru. Now what
would be the means to control the
sensual desire for the salvation of
the soul? There are two ways i.e.
one is to attain intuition and the
other is attachment to eternal
intuitive customs. In intuition purity
is achieved with the divine attain-
ment. Wise Sufis used to recite the
name of Allah repeatedly towards
accomplishment. Even they used to
count beads in the name of Allah to
advance their cult. For customary
practices esoteric follow some
customs of worship. There are two
types of such practice, i.e. one is the
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practice of Yoga and the other is to
follow the doctrines of tantras
(religious vocables) controlling or
stopping one's breath, resigning
one's own self by Yoga that leads to
one's divine attainment. The
follower of such practices has his
sensual norm. To him woman's
attachment or copulation is
included. Baul cult itself is the
amalgamation of all such practices.
A Baul's way, whether sensual or
esoteric, require's to be determined
by the Guru (spiritual headman)
himself. This sensual desire of the
Baul, however, supersedes by the
insensuous norm.

"What's the end of this Guruist
worship of the human body? The
end justifies in quest of the soul of
heart and its union. In Baul's
definiton 'Man of Heart' has its
many meaningful synonyms. For
example, Man of gold, Man of gem,
Alec Shain (Unknown Soul), Achin

Pakhi (Unknown Bird), Manu Rai
(Instinctive Mind), Adhara
(Uncaught), Atal (Steady) etc. The
very spiritual end of their worship is
to unite with the Supreme Being.
Bauls used to think that as the body
bears the soul, the Universe bears
the supreme soul. The body is the
part while the universe is the Whole.
This is what the cult of the Baul. This
terrestrial affinity bears the body of
the Baul cult. Tagore was influenced
himself by this theory. And he sang,
"You play the tune of the boundless
within the bound/So is the melody
of your unioninme."

"Know Thyself" -- the very
essence of the Veda has its confor-
mity with the saying of Lalon. In
Christianity the body itself is
denoted as the 'Abode of God'. On
the other hand Lalon posed the
question, "When should the union of
heart be complete with the soul of
man?" With this end in view the
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Bauls look for that supreme soul.
According to them, this "unknown
bird" remains in the body and comes
out leaving the body. Out of this
Lalon said, "How has this unknown
bird comes in and goes out of the
cage, have | had any knowledge of it
| could put may mental fetter to tie
the feet of the bird." "Within the
vicinity of my Mirrored City (Arsi
Nagar) my neighbor resides but |
could not see that person for a
single day." In these songs the
sense of the individual soul as well
as the soul of the supreme being are
made to understand. Songs about
the Supreme Being are greater in
number.

Songs of the Bauls denote
devotional love. God responds to
love of this devotion to Him. Lalon
said, "Those who devoted to real
love, where did they put their carnal
desire?" The real lover devotee
avoids carnal sense. Love has its
devotion too. This devotion is
blended with love. The last phase of
Yoga is the tenth stage. Its technical
Sufi version is 'Fanafillah'. Here
occurs abnegation. After fanafillah,
there is Bakabillah i.e. falling in love
with Allah.

From above descriptions we
came to know about soul, supreme
soul, Guru, love-devotion and
worship. In Baul thinking all these
five fundamental objects are five
pillars of Baulism. Lalon and other
Baul poets used natural, earthly and
spiritual words in the texture of their
mystic songs. Baul songs are not at
all devoid of human and social
aspects of life though they have
their mystic traits. He did not
recognise the differences of
mosque, temple, and shrine and its
necessity. He felt man as the single
entity without racial discriminations.
If you are to find gems in man, you
aretolove him.

Lalon introduced himself as one
of the members of the human
beings and nothing else. And this is
what the universal philosophy of the
human in Lalon. He was the
humanist poet and philosopher.
Bauls have their dispassionate and
mordant philosophy also in their
songs where some despondent
aberrations are found. Failing to
reach the Supreme Being their
despondency is held. They forsake
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the worldly life only to show the path
of salvation to the people. They
appear to be indifferent to worldly
affairs but they think that they are
wayfarers for such salvation of soul.

The body structure of the Baul
song can be assimilated along with
the song's structure also. It is our
firm belief that according to struc-
ture of the body, lines or stave is
related more or less to its harmoni-
ous melody. According to its
Sanchary of Taal and Laya the
division of Lalon's songs can be
made possible. It appears to us that
in Lalon's Murshid Tattaya and Gour
Tattaya both Vatiali and Kirton play
and exertinfluenc.

Regarding the characteristics of
Lalon's song Tagore said, "Once if
we discuss about melodies of Baul
songs we would see there the basic
ideal of music that exists. They are
free. Sometimes this Raga or that
Ragini plays, the indication is
evident but it goes out of reach.
They are one-sided whatever Raga
and Ragini play their part. They do
not touch Kirton as a whole in Baul
melody at a musical session. Rules
are though violated according to its
master that matters little to them. Do
they care? These melodies have no

aristocrat mode of performance but
they have their own identity unmis-
takably signified. It is clearly
understood that their Bengali
melody is absolutely country-made,
not foreign."

From the above noted excerpt of
Tagore the following subjects seem
to be clear. Baul musical notes are
consistent with basic musical ideals
of Bengal but they are free.

There are indications of different
Ragas and Raginis in Baul songs
butthey can not be discerned.

Unlike Kirton notes of the Bauls
get along with 'the musical session'
without touching it (session).

Notes of the Baul are not
agreeable to scriptural "Rules of the
master".

Though Baul notes are not
considered to be in "any aristocratic
or customary mode of perfor-
mance," yet they have their own
identity, their own form of melody
and its structure.

Apart from Tagore, Nazrul also
took Baul notes and words for many
of his music composition. What
Tagore said about the Bauls is
equally applicable to Lalon also.

What are the characteristics of
Baul notes -- as described by

Musical symphony and terms of Baul song

Tagore? According to Sudhansu
Sekhor Sasmal, 'Seven musical
notes are found. The structural
notes of baul songs of Fikir Chand or
Mad-Baul (Lalon disciple Kangal
Harinath) are sa sa sara ga/dha, na,
dha, sar sar nadha, pa pamagaga,
ra sama, gara sa/ Kasechili Jhinjitis
superseded by Bilabol Raga in this
is much reflected. Vatially song
comprises of heavy notes. Jhinjit is
identically notable here. There is
certain relation to dance in conso-
nance with Baul or Kirton and as
such this should be kept in the
seventh set.

As the Baul song is basically
rhythmic and when one sings it,
starts dancing along with it. So the
heavy gravity of Bilabol does not
work for the sake of rhyme in lyrics.
There is contradiction between
Tagore and Mridul Kanti in this
respect. However Sasmol is far
deep. Beside musical notes used
classically in Bengali songs,
musical notes of baul songs have
been made by its own identity are
yet to be analysed with due refer-
ence to its nature and kinds fully by
the music experts in course of time.

Translated by M. Mizanur Rahman

Ceremony

Begum Nazma Haque (R), arelative of artist Deepa Haq hands over one of the 28 artworks of the late painter to the State Minister
for Cultural Affaires, Begum Selima Rahman, who recives those for the new art gallery of Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy in
the city on September 18. High officials of the academy and the Cultural Affaires Secretary are also seenin picture
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