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RECOMMENDATIONS

Solo painting

Sept. 15-30

Artist Sadrul Hassan Rafi's solo
exhibition continues at Alliance
Francaise in the city and is open
daily from9a.m.to 12 p.m. &from 5
to 8 p.m. The show opens on today
at6:30 p.m.

Solo
exhibition
September14-19
Artist Laila Sharmeen holds her
solo art exhibition at Hyacinth
Garden Gallery (Hse 8, Rd. 20,
Sec#4) at Uttara Model Town inthe
city. The exhibition remains open
from4to7p.m.

Art Exhibition
September 13-25

Charcoal, a contemporary artists'
group holds an art exhibition at the
Alliance Francaise gallery at Mirpur
road in the city that continues daily
from4to8p.m.

art

Dance festival
September 15-17

Nritya Dhara, a dance institution
hosts '‘Bangladesh Dance Festival',
a 3-day event that schedules to
display dance disciplines of several
origins from across the country, in
cooperation with the Bengal
Foundation. State Minister for
Cultural Affaires, Begum Selima
Rahman inaugurates the festival at
Bangladesh National Museum.

Six celebrated

artists' show

Sept. 20 Oct. 7

Akku Chowdhury hosts art
exhibition of 6 celebrated artists of
the country, Jamal Ahmed, Kanak
Champa Chakma, Khalid Mahmud
Mithu, Saidul Islam Juise, Fareha
Zeba and Nisar Hossain at La
Galerie, Kemal Ataturk Avenue.
The show remains open daily from
9:00a.m.t0 10:00 p.m.

Cinema

Sept. 17-18

Eight shows, four each day, at 5, 6,
7and 8 p.m., will be screened at the
Goethe Institut at Dhanmondiin the
city, of 'Shei rater kotha boltey
eshechi' (Tale of the darkest night),
directed by Kawsar Chowdhury, on
beta format video. Entry cards are
available at the institute's reception
counter.

Theatre

A life retold

Professor Rita Ganguly, a visiting scholar from India performs 'Dastaan
Kehate Kehate', a biographical musical play, in the city

SAIFUL ISLAM

life like Begum Akhtar's
seems stranger than
fiction as it is dipped in

solitude and tear. The story of
her life enchanted the audience
of the city as Professor Rita
Ganguly presented it with her
captivating performance and
melodious numbers. Indian
Council for Cultural Relations
and the High Commission of
India, Dhaka, presented a play
based on the life and times of
the legendary singer Begum
Akhtar titled Dastaan Kehate
Kehate by Professor Rita
Ganguly and her group
Kaladharmi on September 13 at
National Museum auditorium in
the city.

Her eyes glinted with mis-
chievous smile of a little girl, and
her voice trembled as she knit-

ted words with the playful inno-
cence of a child, clever and
fickle. She was half stammer-
ing, the way a frolicsome child
speaks. She waved her palms
like a butterfly; the way children
do in excessive gaiety. The
same actress cried when she
was giving the account of the
death of her beloved guru
Begum Akhtar. And the audi-
ence joined herinthe mourning.

The musical drama was
concise. The spectators ftra-
versed the colourful life of
Akhtari Bai Fayzabadi in a short
period of two hours and the
detail presented throughout the
piece seemed to have captured
almost all the significant bits of
the life of this legendary singer.
Endowed with a rich voice,
Professor Rita Ganguly has
evolved a distinct style of ren-

Professor Rita Ganguly

dering ghazal and thumri, and is
known as one of the foremost
performers of the light classical
forms of Hindustani music; her
intimacy with music influenced
her performance on stage. The
pitch, high and low of her tune
was intertwined with the ever-
changing mood of the life-story
of the malika of semi-classical
music.

The majestic beauty of Urdu
poetry swept the audience off to
a dreamy land. It started off a
beautiful cycle: the more the
audience heard the excerpts of
ghazals, the more the predomi-
nantly Bengali audience strug-
gled to understand their mean-
ing; the more they understood
the bits of ghazals, the more
they were drawn to their rendi-
tion. So organised were the
rendering that each curtain that
was drawn from the life of
Begum Akhtar illuminated a new
part replete with beauty and
philosophy.

Akhtari Bai's life and times
are well documented by many;
G N Joshi's article on Akhtaribai
in his book Down Memory Lane;
Sheila Dhar's account in her
marvellously funny book Here's
Someone I'd Like You to Meet;
and the very well made docu-
mentary, Hai! Akhtari!l. Profes-
sor Rita Ganguly's musical-
drama Dastaan Kehate
Kehate(a play based on the life
and times of the legendary
singer Begum Akhtar) is not only
stepped with newness but also
saturated with dramatic actions
that arouse tear and mirth. Itis a
tragedy soaked with strange
and massive changes. Alife that
goes solitary over thorny deceit
and stony injustices. What was
she not? A theatre performer, a
film actress, a loving wife, a
dedicated guru, a devoted
worshiper, a women of perilous
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Professor Rita Ganguly acts out Begum Akhtar's role

beauty who was raped when
passing adolescence, a mother
who failed to taste her mother-
hood. All these complex and
subtle emotional crises were
performed superbly by Rita
Ganguly. She was not only
narrating the history of her life
but also giving it a feminist inter-
pretation. Throughout her life
Begum Akhtar was cheated by
men, by her father, and later her
husband, Barrister Ishtiaq
Ahmad Abbasi.

Professor Rita Ganguly, an
eminent theatre director, musi-
cian and dancer, was nurtured
in a highly educated and cultural
family. Trained originally in
Dhrupad by Gopeshwar
Bandopadhyaya of Vishnupur
Gharana at Shantiniketan, she
was a serious student of
kathakali as well. A recipient of
two-time national scholarship
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for Kathakali and Bharat
Natyam and third time for her
music, the maestro also got a
Ford Foundation fellowship.
The king of bhav Shambhu
Maharaj trained her in the bhav.
Pt. Mani Prasad of Kirana
Gharana moulded her voice to
traverse the octaves of Khayal.
Later,she learnt the nuances of
the Patiala Gharana and gazal
gayaki from Begum Akhtar. She
pioneered the course on mime
and movement as a Professor
at the National School of Drama
of Delhi.

Kaladharmi, a registered
non-profitable organisation was
established in 1973. The group
is said to have made a lasting
impact on the development and
growth of the Indian performing
arts through its National Festi-
val.

An evening of rare
retrospection

Anisul Islam Hero and his
troupe present Bharata
Natyam in the city

CULTURE DESK

for the audience who attended

the program, 'Chhanda the
Rhythm', one of Bharata Natyam, at
the Goethe-Institut on September
12.

A total of eight to nine ritualistic
segments of the artistic dance acts
were performed before the audi-
ence. Vandana (Adi O Aunto),
Pushpanjali followed by Alarippu,
Keetanam, Jatiswaram, Tillana,
Utpatti, Envy and Colour through
their depiction brought much
enlightenment among the audi-
ence.

Two main categories of dance,
nritta, or abstract dance for the sake
of its own beauty, and nritya, an
expression of a mood or story
through pantomime and a rich
language of gesture, have been
well-represented in this style. The
solo dancer presented dances
related to specific musical forms
and she needed continuation from
items of abstract dance (nritta)
through others which have intro-
duced portions of drama (nritya), to
the culminating padas and javalis in
which full attention has been given

I T was quite a singular evening

Anisul Islam Hero

form, seemed to be the most chal-
lenging item in the Bharatnatyam
repertoire. Expression of pure
rhythm has become the most vital
feature here. Danced in fast tempo,
the form has had single line of
rhythmic syllables those have been
repeated within a specific time
cycle.

Various characters, meeting at
single point, formed a fresh dimen-

to the interpretation of a poetic text  sjon, thus, gave rise to the term
through gesture and bodily expres-  Utpatti, meaning, basic germina-
sion. tion.

A few of the more interesting
segments like Alarippu and
Jatiswaram seemed to have found
finer appreciation at the perfor-
mance of Sristi. Pushpanjali, fol-
lowed by Alarippu, has been since
ages a body-language icon of
opening the petals of a flower.
Gentle movement of the eyes, neck
and shoulders gave the artiste
complete control of her theme with
variations in speed of body move-
ments.

On the other hand, Jatiswaram
has been transformed into an item
of Nritya or 'Pure Dance' that cre-
ated lines and patterns in space,
enhancing the notes' moods.

Tillana, being a grand finale art

Envy has been a basic instinct in
almost every living creature, not to
speak of man. Through a dance
form, envy showed pangs and
cruelty of the human community.

The final segment of the dance
was Colour. Here some ten artistes
performed contemporary dance
with joyful moods, in addition,
represented the prime colours of
nature, embedded in black, a root of
all shades, inthe eye of the artiste.

Sixteen danseuse of Sristi
performed before the spectators
along with their director, Anisul
Islam Hero, a student of world-
renowned Bharatnatyam exponent,
Padma Sree Lila Samson.
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