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RECOMMENDATIONS

Photography
exhibition

August 23 September 01

Asolo photography exhibition titled,
'Our glorious past: Sonargaon' by
photographer Syed Zakir Hossain,
begins at the DRIK gallery of
Dhanmondi in the city. The
exhibition is open everyday from 3
to 8 p.m. The exhibition schedules
also contain launching of a photo
album.

Sculpture
exhibition
August12-28

A sculpture exhibition of artist
Ferdousi Priyobhashini continues
at Bengal art gallery at Dhanmondi
in the city. The exhibition runs
everyday from 12:00 t08:30 p.m.

Architectural

designs'show

Aug. 17 Sept. 09

An exhibition goes on at the
National Museum at Shahbagh in
the city to reveal the unfolding
drama of the design and
construction of Sher-e-
banglanagar. Timetable: 10:30 a.m.
4:30 p.m. (Saturday to
Wednesday), 3:30  7:30 p.m.
(Friday). The show is closed on
Thursday.

Documentary
August 29- 31

Directed by Kawsar Chowdhury, a
documentary production 'Shei raat-
er kotha boltey eshechi' (Tale of the
darkest night) appears on screen at
the auditorium of Russian Cultural
Center atthe following timings:

On August 29 at 4:00, 5:00 and
6:00 p.m.

On August 30 at 10:00, 11:00,
3:00,4:00, 5:00 and 6:00 p.m.

On August 31 at 5:00, 6:00 and
7:00 p.m.

Entry cards are available at
Sagar Publishers, Pathak
Samabesh, Arabian fast food
Dhanmondi and at hall counter
before shows.
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Art in life

Bangladesh Bonsai Society holds its exhibition

HARUN UR RASHID

HE art of bonsai, intro-
duced in the country not

long ago, gained another

boost as Bangladesh Bonsai
Society (BBS) held its fourth
yearly-exhibition from August
22 to 24, at the Banquet Hall of
BRAC Centre Inn. A splendid
collection of bonsai pieces by
the BBS members were on
display depicting new dimen-
sions of beauty and creative art.
A Japanese word, 'bonsai'
means 'a tree in a pot,' bon
being a plate or a shallow pot,
and sai, a tree. The idea of tree
here is purely scientific: in bot-
any 'tree' is distinctly different
from plant or herb. Abonsaiis a
giant tree transformed into a
miniature of it by means of cer-
tain techniques. What is much
important about bonsai is that,
while this transformation is
improvised on the tree, all its
basic characteristics are care-
fully retained in the bonsai. The
exposed roots of the tree, its
trunk, the branches and leaves,
flowers and fruits - all in the
bonsai are the exact 'look alike'

of those in the original large
tree, only in a much smaller
scale.

The history of bonsai dates
far back in the 3rd century when
the Chinese first developed it.
But the credit for establishing
bonsai as another form of artis-
tic expression, as it is regarded
today, is generally attributed to
the 10th and 11th century Japa-
nese monks. Despite this long
history, bonsai, however,
remained unknown to the west-
ern world until the end of the
World War Il. In Bangladesh, the
art of bonsai achieved its institu-
tional recognition through the
formation of Bangladesh Bonsai
Society in 1999.

The bonsai includes almost
all trees from our native Banyan
tree, fig tree, pakur, karamcha,
shaora, krishnachura, pan-
bilash, tomal, koroi, shishu,
arjun, gamari and dates tree, to
foreign cherry, juniper, oak etc.
According to the bonsai experts,
bonsai is a great means of stay-
ing near  Nature. Masudur
Rahman, Secretary of BBS,
says that the way our cities are
getting concretised, the day is

not very far when these bonsai
will provide us with the stimula-
tion of nature. 'Besides decorat-
ing your house,' says Masud, 'it
brings within your premises
many species, which you can-
not really take the pain of travel-
ling to see.' Regarding the alle-
gation that bonsai prevents the
natural growth of a tree, and
thus altars nature's order, he
argues that bonsai means
exactly contrary: by retaining all
the major features of a ftree,
bonsai artists actually contrib-
ute to preserving many rare
species. Moreover, when one
leaf is shorn off a tree in the
process of transforming it into a
bonsai, there grow two leaves.
Inasense, then, bonsaiisalsoa
means to give enhanced life to a
tree. Masud calls bonsai 'the
living art.'

How the bonsai looks
depends on the artist's creativity
and taste. The exhibition dis-
played bonsai in several estab-
lished styles along with many
other irregular and informal
ones. 'Saikei' or the 'Landscape’
is acommon established style in
which the bonsai piece is deco-
rated in away so thatitlooks like
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a section of a large landscape.
Jesmin Amin's 'Forest Grove'
presented bonsai in the fashion
of a miniature forest. 'Wind
Swept' was another common
style with the artists at the exhi-
bition: Anisul Hoque, Sayeeda
A. Zahid and Feroza Begum
had wind swepts of kamini,
juniper and other species.
Anisul Hoque, a devoted bonsai
lover and artist, brought a mar-
vellous landscape with delicate
decorations of 'baby's tears'a
kind of herb. Fatema Zohra's
'Root on stone' of juniper, Anis's
'Twin Trunk' of panbilash,
Emdadul Haque's 'Root on
Rock' of 'fuken tea’ etc. attracted
appreciative attentions of the
visitors.

Since its inception in 1999,
BBS has organised yearly
three-day exhibitions of bonsai
regularly to promote the art in
the country. It also conducts
training courses for those inter-
ested. In a press release, BBS
declares that its next training
course starts in the middle of
September 2002.

o
'\‘

GUIDE

URE

@he Baily Star

Of poetry and reading aptitude

Bengal Shilpalaya holds a poetry reading

session in the city

CULTURE DESK
1 comprised of over a dozen
young poets, held a poetry
reading session on August 17 at
Bengal Shilpalaya at
Dhanmondi . It was attended
among others by leading poet,
Shamsur Rahman, and Sudeep
Sen, a celebrated poet of the
subcontinent, who has been
composing poems in English.
The poetry club that was
founded a year ago through a 3-
day English poetry workshop,
conducted by Sudeep Sen, at
British Council on 27 January
2001, dedicated most of the
poems of its latest session to
late Kashfy Kabir, a member
who passed away recently, after
suffering froman acute iliness.

7 B.C., a scholastic club,

Sudeep Sen, while ad-
dressing the attended audi-
ence, lauded the role of the
young scholars who as he felt,
seemed aware of the present
situation. As Sudeep said, the
young poets read a lot and
wrote worthwhile poems. 'As a
group they are excellent, have
improved a lot since the comple-

tion of the workshop and more-
over they are not stuffy like our
senior poets.'.

Member poets of 17 B.C.
read out self-composed poems,
contents of most of which spoke

7
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Edited hy Sudecp Sen

against social imbalance, nega-
tive issues, of love, frustration
and unwanted jurisdiction over
human value and psychological

sovereignty.

Shamsur Rahman men-
tioned his worry about the
young poets, most of who, as he
felt, would face difficult time
ahead in establishing them-
selves as English poets in this
country where Bangla is a major
language. 'But | can feel that at
least one or two among the
large group would be able to
stand up as world renowned
poets', said Rahman.

Copies of abook titled, 'The
British Council Book of Emerg-
ing English Poets from Bangla-
desh' comprised of poems of
the club's members Camellia
Ahmed, Zain Omar Ali, Aasha
Mehreen Amin, Arun Kumar
Biswas, Sameen Elahi,
Farhana Farid, Noyonima
Hassan, Abak Hussain,
Mohammad Saiful Islam, late
Kashfy Kabir, Istiaaq Saeem,
Inshirah Shakhawat, Omar
Sharif, Samiha Zaman, Aliyo
Rao and Graham Thomas
besides the well-known poets
like Kaiser Haq, Aminur
Rahman and Sudeep Sen, was
distributed among the audience
group. The book is edited by
Sudeep Sen.

Loss at home

Internationally acclaimed Iranian film
industry ignored at home

AFP, Tehran

the West for its high artistic
quality, is suffering at home
from general disinterest and a lack
of money, leaving many directors
only interested in their audiences
abroad, an MP said Wednesday.
"The crisis is made worse by
the growing use of the Internet,
CD-Rom or DVD (movies), and
these are destroying our cinema,"

I RANIAN cinema, applauded in

said Ali Asghar Sherdust, a
member of the parliamentary
cultural committee.

Last year, only 20 million
cinema tickets were sold for a
population of 64 million people,
Sherdust added, quoted by the
official news agency IRNA.

"There are more than 80 movie
theater construction projects
shelved because of financial
problems," Sherdust went on to
say, adding that "if nothing is done

to get our cinema out of this crisis
our films will only be limited to
international festivals."

He said the committee was
holding consultations to remedy
the situation.

Iran's directors, known for their
subtle and artistic films, have
captivated audiences in the West
with their ability to express
themselves while conforming to
the constraints placed on them by
their country's strict Islamic laws.
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