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o "Lettersto the Editor and the reader'sright”

The debates (or I should call reader’s view and judgements) |

in your daily has had always been healthy and purposeful, The

~debate on "Wrong wordinginaRabindra Shangeet” which per-
- haps prolonged for the longest time was quite appealing at the
beginning but became monotonous at a larer stage. The
reader’s judgement was obvious that the singer Ms. Bannya

Setra

[ﬁ_
e

was wrong.

The reader’s views on President's
was at fault and opinion on police action (atrocities) on
Shamsunnahar Hall was that the police were guilty. There
were/are opinions on World Bank, Kamal Ataturk, English
- Medium Schools and many more where readers have
expressed their views but a clear verdict and an end result may
always not be probable. Debates should not continue for time
without end for a verdict or a result. The Editor must have his
authority to stop when he feels that enough is enough.

Lubna Chowdhury, California, USA

: ¥ ExE
1 fail to agree with some of the readers who have said "... Isn'tit
better if those who started the debate ended it.e. the readers?”
and "... request The Daily Star not to get involved with the let-

tersandletitgoasitis...”

Now, how is any newspaper expected to moderate/manage
such write-ups fromavast and unspecified number of people?
What is next? Do we expect to see full-page editions onasingle

- debate (as opposed to reaction to a particular incident of

national significance)?
The Daily Star migh

A Distressed Observer
| Chittagong

t become a "People’s Paper” instead of
“People’s Page"! It is actually the duty of the Editor to apply
‘judgement to decide when to end a certain debate before it
takes the proportions of, saya "slam-book™.
In a country beset with so many tvpes of problems we also
have to make room for the newer and more relevant subjects.

exit was clear that BNP

Spareithe patients -«
fromspraying =

It is appalling to see that mosquito
repellent insecticides are being
sprayed in a hospital ward with the
patients in their mosquito nets and
even with their saline dangling (Au-
gust 26)!

This goes beyond any imaginable
insanity! It is fully understood that
the dengue scare can lead to desper-
ate means-- but not to this extent!
The healthy spray man has his
mouth covered-- but the poor
patients have nothing to cover up. In
the first place, they should have been
out of the ward before the spraying
began.

This goes against any norm and
may even create more health prob-
lems for the hapless patients.
Sarwar Ahmed
Dhaka

Greatarmy

I am writing in reference to some of
your letters regarding military strat-
egy and property. The writers of
these letters such as Mr. Emile, Mr.
Kireiti, Mr. Ahmed Hasan, Mr. R Ali,
Mr. Biggles, Mr. Abdul, Mr. MAH and
many more doesn't know the mili-
tary strategy, property and the rules
and regulations. Hence they came in
an argumentwith these things.

First I want to ask everybody one
question; will any one of you will
allow any unknown person to tres-
pass your territory?

Mr. Emile and one of his friends
were turned back from the canton-
ment gates on the 16th of July. They
are tax paying citizens of Bangla-
desh, they employ over 5,000 people
directly and almost twice that num-
berindirectly and bringin Tk. 120 cor-
ers annually. That doesn't mean they
have the right 1o enter the canton-
mentL

I think Mr. Emile has visited India,
Pakistan, USA, and UK. Iwouldlike
to ask Mr. Emile that if he visits to
these countries again, asks their citi-
zen whether they pay tax ot not and
whether they are allowed to enter
any military base (cantonment)?

Mr. Kireiti I would like you to ask
you three questions:

a) How do youknow there are only

. r}ne C-130 cargo, five helicopters and

afew Cessna?

b) If you convert the old airport
(Tejgaon Airport) into a park where
will be the National Day parade and
theIndependence Day display held?

¢} If the Army officers play golf all
afternoon, then who goes to the vot-
ing centres maintaining law and
order, controlling traffic in Dhaka
city, hunting the so-called Shanti
Bahinis in the CHT, giving security to
theVV.LP's?

Mr. Ahmed Hasan, our Army can
fight back the foreign attacks bur as
youknow the government of PRE is a
peace loving country, the army has
orders from the top not to fight back.
Don't you remember our BDR
Jawans killing 14 B.S,F soldiers and
wu;ndhdlgmany more, in Roumari?

ow do you say Bangladesh a
P_ﬁmn are the wealthiest? mm
police, the gas meter readers and tele-

| MmmmmM?

Mr. R Ali do you know what a mili-
tary base (cantonment) means to the
government? You want it to be
opened at all times for the public?
Excuse me!

Mr. Biggles firstly thanks for your
condolence on the BAF plane crash
Chittagong. How do you know that
the plane takes off from ZIA are
none other than Mig-21? And for
your kind information planes taking
off from Z.I.A are not training flight,
they are flown by professional pilots.
And they don't fly over Gulshan,
Baridhara and Uttara they just
approach the landing over these
places.

Mr. Abdul and Mr. Vox Populil am
sorry to say that, yellow number
plates are strictly prohibited in any
military base (Army, Navy or Air
Force).

Mr. MAH popularly elected govt.
knows whatto do and what not todo.
The route you wanted has not only
one problem but many. So thank you
for your advice butsorry.

Mt Vox Populi and Mrs. Sohana
Khan, to end corruption and to pros-
per these organisations, the govern-
ment has appointed armed forces
officers to run these organisations.
Have you forgotten about the
Khulna Shipyard? Afrer it was
handed over to the Bangladesh Navy
it's coming up day byday.

And lastly I strongly support and

thank Mr Rajib, Mrs. Nicky, Eritra
andMr. ES' fortheir views on Army.
A military person

Military Establishment

I think the letter writes in The Daily
Star have hit on a very interesting
question.

If 1 understand correctly, the
Moakhali Fly Over is a part of the
Dhaka Urban Transport Project,
which is in part financed and
assisted by theWorld Bank.

According to Frederick T. Temple,
World Bank Country Director, I
hope DUTP represents the begin-
ning of a new, integrated approach
to overall urban sector development
in Dhaka."

Well and good. Now it is clear that
despite weeks of letters on this issue

.the army will not lower itself to com-

ment on why civilian traffic is per-
mitted entry from Banani but not
from the Airport road Heroes Live
Forever gate,

Now my question is to whomever
in the WB deals with DUTP. When
planning the Moakhali Flyover, did
you consider using the cantonment
as an alternative route? Or did that
possiMility never occur to you? The
army will not bother to address mere
civilian concerns but the World Bank
must reply.

Azad
Dhaka

 Where is Dr Chowdhury

in times of dengue?

A professional cannot avoid respon-
sibilities under any circumstances,
and more so ifheis a social elite, ora
national figure. This statement 1s
true for professionals in any field. In
this instance 1 have Prof. B.
Chowdhury in my mind, a house-
hold name in Bangladesh, first, as a
physician and, second, as a party
leader.

Until recently, he was found to
have taken great pains in discharg-
ing his responsibilities to individuals
and to the nation. We heard him dis-
cussing health-related issues on
BTV. Those are still fresh in our mind.
We heard him educating, consoling
and reassuring us when we were in
the grip of a heart racking fear, as in
the case of an out break of plague in
Surat in India. Evenin the recent past
as President of the Republic of Ban-
gladesh he was seen attending
nearlyall, national and international
health related forums in the country.
Now we do not hear him any more,
although we are passing through a

huge amount of public money and
the day. Is this how your are going to
build amodern airport?

Mahmoud Saeed

Abu Dhabi, UAE

"Hilsha" or "Ilish"?

As a Bangladeshi, I can tell you that
there is no Bangladeshi fish called
"Hilsha". Our national fish is "llish",
which, as faras my taste buds are con
cerned, is, the best tasting fish in the
whole wide world.

Thespelling "Hilsha" must be one
more of the colonial imprints we are
still carrying in our usage of the Eng-
lish language. It would be nice to see
a newspaper taking bold steps to
throw away the "Hilsha” and start
using the proper name "“llish", the
best fishin the world.

Billah
Dhaka

Ekushey Television
Instead of punishing Ekushey Televi-
sion why not punish its owners
imposing heavy fines (to the tune of
millions)? Let ETV live to serve the
millions of people of the country
who have judged the channel as the
best for catering the most balanced
news and the most clean and tastelul
programmes ever witnessed and
enjoyed by them.

Wahid Shafi

Dhaka

Jet Fuel

The on going jet [uel scam is too
much. They are selling over priced
jet fuel 1o the BPC which is unsuit-
able! That's amazing.

[ want to know who owns Energy
International. It would be very inter-
esting to see the connections this
company has to BNP.

MA
Dhaka

Where are those

sanctuaries?

[t was 1948 gr 1949, | do not remem-
ber the exact time. [ was alittle child
then. My uncle who was a university
teacher at that ime took me to a stu-
dents’ hall with him. He had a habit
of taking his little dear nephews and
ni¢ces to important places.
Believe me, [ at thattender age felt as
it I entered a sanctuary. It was like a
sacred place where learners and
teachers were absorbed in academic
as well as cultural activities. In my
later life I searched those sanctuar-
ies, butalas! I was disillusioned. [ ear-
nestly desire my childhood dream
come true again on this very dear

crisis period, with dengue Taw epi--. €AMPus, <

demic form, including maladies of
ongoingfloods. | |

We wonder what keeps our great
teacher aloof from us. Where is he at
the hour of need?
Moni Khan
Dania, Dhaka

Wishful thinking!

I'm referring to our ever-ambitious
Minister Mir Nasiruddin's wishful
thinking of making ZIA the most
modern airport. Has he been to any
other airport in the world? [ suggest
he make a few trip to different air-
ports in the world and realise what a
modern airport is before making
such ludicrous comments. It is one
thing cutting ribbons to inaugurate
car parks, cash counters, open semi-
nars and another to actually make a
modern airport.

Mr Minister just look at what your
student's wingdid twice on the same
day at the same place in Dhaka? You
people can't even prevent a disease
like dengue or provide simple treat-
ment to the patients. Look at your
records-of the last one-year. The
whole country knows where we are
heading and you come, open a park-
ing (could be done by a small official
easily), and deliver long speeches
along with all officials wasting a

Prof. Ayesha Sultana
Deparimentof Philosophy, DU

Monorail for
modern Dhaka

The letter written by the President of
Georgia Monorail in The Daily Star is
interesting and so also the reactions
of the readers. We all suffer as soon as
we set foot on the roads of Dhaka
and something must be done about
it. But the performance of the plan-
ners and controllers of the roads and
vehicles during the last say 25 years
have been appalling.

So far we have circumvented the
traffic problem (any other problem
for that matter) by introducing alter-
native measures instead of solving it
at a much less involvement. The
monordil definitely is a modern and
efficient means for mass transit but
such a project for Dhaka city, as it is
now, is not only unjustifiable it will
add more chaos instead of solving
the traffic problem.

Most of our pedestrians are less
vocal and do not know what they
could have for the tax they pay to the
state. You are talking about moving a
lot ol people per minute in the city in
the morning rush hour and the same
number of people in the afternoon.
But please imagine all these people

Our blind eyes

Although | am a successful professional woman, my family, chil-
drenand husband are my first priority. I naturally respect my hus-
band's wishes and those of the elder senior male members of my
familyin addition to those of the women seniors. [ do not remem-
ber my mother ever having to tell my brother to respect the
women in his life-- but 1 expect that camme naturally because
womeninmy familyare also respected immensely.

Recent horrific eventsin the country, including the Chabi Rani
case shows that there has been a complete erosion of values lead-
ingtorespectofwomenin particularand of human dignity, in gen-
eral, in our country. I am not denying that there may be many
underlying causes in our social structure. But | think that the time
has come that we introduce certain basic concepts in the minds
of children so that these are ingrained into their very personali-
ties. Nothing really comes naturally-- 1 was taught at my school
about certain mannerisms, like how to hand over sharp objects,

howtosay ‘thankyou', elc.

Course curriculum on how women are responsible for building
the fabric of society, important women in our history, sacrifices
made by women should be introduced. Some basic slogans
should come in our curriculum along with stories to make the
point clear. This could even on be aired on the radio and TV. For

oy
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example, "The benefits of telling the truth’, 'respccﬂng the wishes
of elders', "how wrong it is to give verbal or bodily harm to fellow

human beings', respecting women because she s either the

to one's country, etc, Concepts of Nationalism, communal har-

introduced. 1 have heard that in Japan, children are even taught
how to cross roads properly and how to clean their classrooms
andtoilets. ' BS%I | "'ﬁ“,'.;.-fi
I would like to see violence against women stopped, wouldlike
to see women being able to move about freely in public trans-
ports, being able to do jobs without fear, being able to walk in the

streets without hearing taunts and being molested. Why should

only the ‘Sammalita Nari Samaj’ protest against violence to
women?Where are our menfolk? 59
Aconcerned woman

Dhaka

* % b I
[ am really dumbfounded after hearing the news of inhuman tor-
tures on Chabi Rani by BNP cadres inside Rampal BNP office of
Bagerhat.Whatis happeningin ourcountry? Where is the security
forits general citizen?

I am more surprised by going through the news titled “Prime
accused sheltered by top BNP leader” (August 20), where I did not
find the identity of this so-called top BNP leader. Why wasn't his
namementioned?

Please disclose these so-called dishonest and criminal politi-
cians to save the society from their evil designs.

Any way, my heartfelt thanks to the brave journalists for their
ceaseless efforts in informing the truth to the common people as

Ul

-mother, daughter, orsisterof sormeone justlike you', ‘helpingoth-
ers who are more vulnerable than you', 'women and men are
equal in the eyes of God', 'women have equal amount of brain
compared to men’, ‘ones responsibilities at the job, in the home,

mony; concepts leading to pride in our country should also be

.f‘

" rh

1

1

1

|

l

well as in making the ground work for remedial measures.

In the present horrible lawlessness everyone's life is at risk
either common people or journalists. If the government does not
take exemplary measures, this horrible situation will never

IMPTOoVe.
M. S. Uddin, Nagoya, Japan

won't be able to move away so fast
on their own. The road conditions

are deplorable. The footpaths are nar-

row and impossible to use and in
most cases occupied by make shilt
shops or with manholes without cov-
ers. Just a little rain and the pedestri-
ans have to share the centre of the
roads with the vehicles. There is no
zebra crossing so you may cross the
roads anywhere you like including
crossingitdiagonally across the busi-
est road crossings; yes you can do
that because there are no traffic
lights on any roads and vehicles
move at the pedestrians’ speed.
There are no functional bus stops
not to talk about bus lanes. The

buses stop at the worst places and
load and unload passengers almost

on the middle of the roads, holding
back the following vehicles. We have
no discipline on the roads except on
acouple of VIP roads and in the army
cantonment.

May be you do not know that our
fastest trains run at about 10 miles
per hour between Banani and
Kamalapur railway stations, about 6
miles, as there are no fencing to keep
the children away from the tracks.
How about brick wall-up on either
side of the track between these
points and run trains at 50 miles per
hour? Half of your problem may be
solved atafraction of a billion doll4r.

So please help us and don't pro-
mote this efficient transport in
Dhaka at this stage. At least not
before we streamline our road infra-
structure, discipline ourselves, learn
to timely maintain expensive
imported machines and treat these
in a civilised manner, operate the
existing system efficiently. We may
just copy our neighbouring coun-
tries who developed their transport
system in only two decades. Having
achieved minimum efficiency on
these roads we may consider mono-
rail but believe me you may not need
itatthe end.

R.Rahman
UK

Bimansaga

A few days ago, I wrote to you about

my sister's family bribing Biman peo-

ple for their return flight confirma-
tion to New York. Here is the prog-
ress.

August22. My Brother-In- Law got
his flight confirmation because he
purchased his ticket with
Bangladeshi Taka. He came to NYC,
shivering inside the Biman because
the flight had only 50 blankets for a
passenger load of 300 plus. He had to
leave alone because his family was
waiting for flight confirmation.

August 23. My sister and her
daughter were ready to offer 10,000
Bangladeshi Taka bribe at the sug-
gestion of Biman! But this brdk mjv
gave a promise of flight confirmation
not an dctual one. She missed her
first day of work. Any more delay will
result her daughter to miss the first
dayof High Schoolin NYC.

August 25. She approached some
powerful members of Bangladeshi
Society to help her flight confirma-
tion. One phone call to one Minister

[Instead, private airlines should be
allowed to compete and ply routes as
those of Biman. A healthy competi-
tion will improve the quality of air
travel for Bangladeshis. Once things
improve, you will see many, who
once flocked to foreign airlines,
come to these new upstarts. Every-
one knows that many foreign airline
mistreat Bangladesh nationals, and
most ol them would prefer travelling
on their own airline but have no
choice because of Biman's poor ser-
vice.

KarimAbdullah
On e-mail

No hockey team!

H & i i 3

| was surprised 19 Jearn, that 1Re v 3ro 1

Sports Ministry is sending boxing
wrestling and weighuifting teams
the forthcoming Asian Games
instead of sendinga hockey team.

Besideg cricket we have potential
in hockey. By the by, what is the logic
of sending 25 officials in a contin-
gent of 74-member? Is the tourna-
ment for players or the officials?
Mohibul

did the trick. She is catching the first Dhaka
Biman flight to NewYork City.
[f one dares to fly Bangladesh Zakat system
Biman, please carry your own blan- This is a reply to a letter regarding

ket. If your return flight is open, have
some heavyweight friends and rela-
tives 1n Bangladeshi Society. Other-
wise your planned trip back to home
in the USmay be derailed.

I will need a lot of courage to fly
Biman.
AG
Santa Clara, California, USA

a2 % &

The government should show simi-
lar guts as it did with the Adamjee
Jute Mill and let Biman Bangladesh
cdie a natural financial death. Biman
has been nothing but a drain on the
national treasury, a result of years of
mismanagement and politicisation
of its leadership. It has proven abun-
dantly clear that the government has
no business running an airline.

reform of the zakat system in our
country (August 19). The writer has
really done well by suggesting better
ways of giving zakat. 1 also believe
that by using the money of the zakar
In creating employment facilities for
the poor and the unemploved, we
can certainly combat unemploy-
ment and poverty problem with suc-
cess. The government should ban
the collection of the income tax and
should collect zakar on a collective
basis from the zakar payers and then
use the fund to create job facilities
for the poor and the unemployed.
Also, | would like to give arother
suggestion to the government and
that is to ban the interest system.
Most of the Banks give interest to
their depositors, which is illegal in
Islam. So, I would request the gov-
ernment to ban the system of inter-

The vanishing alphabets

 Sanjana, Dhaka

Iam writing this letter referring to "English Medium Students in
Trouble® (August 26), Mr. Islam is saying that "There are two
| important things for the school level students in general: a solid
concept on the basissubjects taught inschool levels and the capa-
bility to express the themes inaclear and easy way.” .

| Whatis he trying to say? I mean is he saying that these two gen-
erals are available only in Bengali medium students and not in the
English medium ones? lunderstand thathe s trying (o say that for
higher education one's mother tongue is necessary and 1 agree,
But does it mean that the English medium students don't have

- good performancesin higher education? .
~Iwould also like to correct his other sentence saying "perfor-
“mances of Bengali medium students in higher education are far
- better than English medium students”, How does he know that?
- That just depends upon the person if he will do good or bad

 whetherhe studiedin English or Bengali medium. |

- "English medium students in trouble”

L 3 I

My wife went to her favourite tailor's shop and found two teenage
girls dressed as 'western' as possible asking for their clothes in a
strange Bengali accent. She thought that they must have been
‘broughtup in the US, Canada (who doesn't have one or the other
relative there?). One of them was arguing that the shirt was a wee
bitlonger than she wanted. My wife thought the shirt must be fora
7-8 year old but was astonished to find that this girl went to the
dressing room and was back with the shirt on! The tailor was all
apologetic because of the length, and the girls leftwith a huff.

The tailor explained that their mother had called, asking that
first, to refuse the order, and if that fails, the shirt be made long.
The girls were of Dhaka, English medium schools, as confirmed by
the tailor. This is not true for all students studying in such schools
but tells us how far it can go. The dress code in some English
medium schools is no less good than what these girls had on. One
ofsuchschools eventold a colleague's wife who qualified to teach,
that she could join their teaching staff only if she did not wear the
scarfonherhead - yes, in Bangladesh, not in‘Turkey or France!

English is an international language. To succeed, we need to be
good in English. However, it must not be at the altar of sacrificing
ourvalues, culture and heritage.

Sarwar Ahmed
Lalmatia, Dhaka

-8

Some people just need a chance to sling mud on English medium
students. They would make up false stories and do anything to
degrade us, | have been appalled by the topic. It all started when
one person questioned the Notre Dame College authority about
its admission s?(stcm. But none of the anti-English medium peo-
ple could clarify his point. All they did was damage the schools'
reputation. I'was disgusted to find some teacher making fun of the
Bengaliofhisstudents. Then why do you teach inthatschool?
The worst part is that we are blamed for faking accents. Nobody
fakes the accent, itis just the way some people talk and if anyone
has a problem with that, please ignore the ‘fakers'. Learn how to
look the other way when you see an English medium student com-
ing nearyou. Andyouknow what, Lamproud of my accent.

Haji Mohammad 1sam stk

Dhanmondi, Dhaka
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I have been following the latest debate on pros and cons of being
labelled as a student of English medium school. Being myself an
ex-English medium student (10 years back), I agree to the allega-
tion that quahty of Bengali in most English medium school is com-
paratively poor, than its counterpart.

But, saving that, Ithinksame isapplicable (ifnot more), for Ben-
galimedium schools, when it comes to English. This is mainly due
to the fact, thatin existing culture of the respective type of school,
by emphasising on one medium of teaching (be it English or Ben-
gali) the other gets automatically less prioritised. [ don't see, any-
thing wrong with it, given the choice even now, I would still opt for
English medium education (and also recommend others to do the
same, if they can afford it), for the simple fact, it grooms student
comparatively berter. It is indeed a hypocrisy; we talk about
mother tongue education, importance of Bengali in all sphere etc,
but when in it comes to real world, in the job market etc., there
always seemto be preference for English command candidates?

Why do entreprencurs/employers of big organisation
emphasises the need for good spoken and written English, when-
ever there is a suitable opening. Are they becoming less patriotic,
when they seek such person? No, 1 don't think so; they are being
more realistic. Living in a third world country and depending on
the West, for almost everything, we cannot ignore the importance

ol English, whetherone likes it or not.

I don't think, the present gap of English and Bengali Medium
students would have resulted, had it not been for govt, decision
back in 1975, to scrap the English medium mode option into Ben-
gali, inour regular school (SSC) and colleges (HSC) . This did more
harm than good. Itis the result of this decision, that today even a
Masters passed student from University (from a Bengali medium
background), cannot speak in decent English (with few excep-
tions ofcourse).. ‘
Mohammad Mehroz Jalil
Dhaka Cantonment

est and enforce the banks to do busi-
ness on the basis of profit and loss
like the Islamic banks, this, I believe,
will strengthen our economy and
Insha-Allah, our economy will soon
flourish. -

Sameer Ahmed Khan Mojlish
Dhanmondi, Dhaka

= = @

| really appreciate Mr. Golam Ashraf
for his argument in favour of Zakar
System. But | would like to point out
asmall errorin his letter. The Zakar is
two and a half per cent tax not on
yearly earning buton the total assets.
['his moneyis not considered a hand-
out butarightof the poor.

Sohail Ahmed

Lahore; Pakistan
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"What about
the police?”

It's funny that the comparison
between the army and police has
reached the level of field toilet (Mr.
Kim, 26 August). But if you must
know, there is no such thing as
‘chemical woilet’ for army officers. In
the best of conditions, the field toilet
for Major and below comes in the
form of a 8 feet by 5 feet tent with a
plastic pan inside. For Lieutenant
Colonel and above the tent is about
12 feet by 8 feet with a high comode.
Mr. Kim is very much welcome to
visit our field toilets in the coming
winter collective exercise.

A sanitary latrine is a matter of per-
sonal hygiene. It has got nothing to
do with the army and its budget as
Mr. Kim's letter appear to suggest.
Don't blame the army for all our mis-
eries including lack of public toilets
in the city. It's unfair and utterly
funny too. And let us keep this long-
due debate about the army hygienic,
please
AnArmy Officer
Dhaka

Would the situation
ever improve?

['he law and order situation in Ban-
gladesh is deteriorating day by day.
Evervday we come across news of
rape, murder, kidnapping etc. Nowa-
days the children have become the
targets of the extortionists. Can we
ever forget the tragic death of
Shihab, Trisha, Bappi, Don and oth-
ers? [s there any way to console their
parents?

But whyis this kind of carnage tak-
ing place in the society? Because the
accused are not punished properly
and the social values are diminish-
ing. Sometimes the police catch the
criminals, sometimes they are at
large. Sometimes the general people
take the law in their own hand and
try to get relieved from the misery.
But mob beating cannot be the
ANswer.

We have a police department and
we have a democratic government.
Sowhere is the problem? It is the lack
ofhonestyin the concerned authori-
ties. Some corrupt police as well as
some ruling party people maintain
good relatonship with the criminals
and thus the vicious circle remains.

Another major problemi is student
politics. Do we need this violent poli-
tics at all? People in general wall defi-
nitely answer in the negative but the
politicians remain nonchalant
aboutit,

The pathetic state of our mother-
land makes the expatriates like me
really sad and frustrated. In Japan
the situation is almost the opposite.
The people are secured, the roads
are safe, no muggers, no extortionist,
no student politics. When my wife
came here for higher studies we were
determined to return to our mother-
land. But now she is reluctant to go
back to the country of insecurity.

Such is our destiny. We are waiting
tor the day when the situation in Ban-
gladesh will improve and we would
be able toreturn to our motherland.
Topon Kumar Paul
The Universityof Tokye, Japan
| ¢




