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RECOMMENDATIONS

Charity Magic
show

August22-23

A charity magic show is to be
presented by world-renowned
magician Jewel Aich in order to raise
funds for cancer-struck Dhaka
University student Arifur Rahman
Shawon. The show to be held at 6:30
p.m. on both the days at the
auditorium of Bangladesh
Engineers' Institute in the city is
being organised by the students of
the physics department of DU.
Tickets will be available at the hall
counter before the show besides, at
all Hallmark shops,Pathak
samabesh at Shahbagh, Golpea
Burger, Big Bite and Sagor
Publishers.

Music

August 22

Sanchari Sangeet Sangstha
organises a musical evening at 6:45
p.m. atthe Biswa Shahitya Kendrain
the city to pay tribute to legendary
musician Kamal Dashgupta.
Eminent Nazrul Sangeet exponent
Sudhin Das will be the chief guest in
a brief discussion session followed
by a music soiree. Nazrul Sangeet
maestro Khalid Hussain, Ferdous
Ara and other prominent artistes will
render songs composed by Kamal
Dashgupta.

Sculpture exhibi-
tion

August12-28

A sculpture exhibition of artist
Ferdousi Priyobhashini continues at
Bengal art gallery at Dhanmondi in
the city. The exhibition runs
everyday from 12:00 t08:30 p.m.

Architectural

designs'show

Aug. 17 Sept. 09

An exhibition goes on at the National
Museum at Shahbagh in the city to
reveal the unfolding drama of the
design and construction of Sher-e-
banglanagar. Timetable: 10:30 a.m.
4:30 p.m. (Saturday to Wednesday),
3:30 7:30 p.m. (Friday). The show is

closed on Thursday.
Digital
photography

August21-24

Titled 'My Life, My Future', a digital
photography exhibition starts at the
auditorium of British Council in the
city on August 21 at 5:30 p.m. that
includes works of Youth Forum
participants coordinated by Tanvir.
The exhibition continues everyday
from 10:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. il
August24.
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Satires to stimulate the society

Drik Gallery and 'Unmad' organise an exhibition of cartoon works by eminent cartoonists of the country

HARUN UR RASHID

RIK Gallery has
recently been a place
for humour and wit,
laughter and satire, as it is
holding a mind-blowing exhibi-
tion of cartoons by about thirty
cartoonists of the country. Co-
organised by Drik and coun-
try's leading satire magazine,
Unmad, the exhibition is the
second of its kind, the first of
which was held back in 1997
by the same organisers.
Renowned ornithologist and
photographer, Enam Ul Huq
inaugurated the exhibition on
August 16. Ahsan Habib, the
founder and editor of Unmad,
and eminent cartoonist Shishir
Bhattacharya were also pres-
ent at the opening ceremony.
The exhibition has a remark-
able significance in the history
of cartoon in Bangladesh, as it
includes works of almost all the

Visitors at the exhibition

leading cartoonists from Kazi
Abul Kashem of the 1950s to
Manik-Ratan and Tuli of the
presenttime.

Awork done in the 1950s by
Kazi Abul Kashem, entitled
Dopeyaja, presents as its
subject, the oppression of
foreign language, Urdu, on
Bangladeshis. It could be
imagined how deeply it
affected people of the then
East Pakistan, whose mother
tongue was Bangla. The work
surely confirmed its share of
contribution to the establish-
ment of Bangla that eventually
led to the formation of a new
country in 1971. Since this type
of cartoon had immense histor-
ical importance therefore
requests have come from the
viewers' group of the exhibition
for proper preservation of this
particular piece in some
museum or such site.

Among other senior car-
toonists, Ranabi (Professor

Rafiqunnabi) has contributed a
work on flood. The humorous
cartoon shows a cinema hall
surrounded by floodwater,
displaying a coarse hoarding
of the film Titanic. The name of
the hall, 'Banbhashi,' satirises
the foolish practice of absurd
nomenclature by people in our
film industry. Cartoonist
Shishir Bhattacharya also
mocks in his Ekushey Febru-
ary at the so-called 'sophisti-
cated and elite' class of peo-
ple, whose identity as
Bangalee is only occasional.
Two cartoons with amusing
novelty about them have been
the centres of attraction for all
the visitors at the exhibition.
The Marathon . . . Cartoon, as
its name suggests, claims to be
the longest cartoon in Bangla-
desh. Cartoonists Tanvir and
Mehedi have sketched the
whole length of a marathon race
with different incidents taking
place at different phases of it.

NICX LI

The other cartoon is entitled
The Smallest Cartoon in Ban-
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gladesh and claims itself to be
really so. Created by Tanvir, the
witty piece is accompanied with
a magnifying glass so that one
can see the drawing through it.
And the viewer's amusement
and laughter increase as a tiny
figure is seen which itself is also
holding a magnifying glass for
observing another ‘'smallest'
cartoon.

Ahsan Habib, one of the
'Unmadaks,' has named one of
his works quoting the famous
line from poet Shukanta
Bhattacharya, Purnimar chand
Jjeno jhalshano ruti, in which he
has literally placed a tanduri
against the background of dark
night. In another cartoon, which
he calls a '3D [three dimen-
sional] cartoon," he has used
several drawing materials like
brush, pencil, colour tubes etc.
The props invite new cartoon-
ists to use them, as their real

cartoonistis busy.

Works by new generation
cartoonists have been also very
interesting and thought provok-
ing. Count Sharon lives in a
Bush by Kishore had ridiculed
the cold-blooded liaison
between the Israeli Prime Min-
ister and the US President, who
have been responsible for the
recent brutal massacres in
Palestine, ignoring worldwide
addresses for peace. Cartoon-
ist Munir finds his subject of
mockery in the alleged reputa-
tion of bad performance by
Microsoft's operating system
Windows. His cartoon shows a
person, having discarded his
computer (obviously run by
Microsoft Windows), as sitting
by a 'real' window of his room
and saying, 'l prefer a real one!'
Another cartoon called Pied
Piper of this Time by Haque

presents a skeleton figure as
the Piper, who is 'playing' drugs
and being followed by the
young generation to the path of
destruction.

As Shishir Bhattacharya said
in his speech at the opening
ceremony of the exhibition, the
whole range of these cartoons
show a rich tradition of humour
and wit that we possess as a
nation. And satire that is inher-
ent in all the works expresses
our common anguish and dis-
satisfaction about many foolish-
ness and absurdities in society.
Such exhibitions should take
place on a more regular basis,
for hopefully it may someday
bring about certain meaningful
reformation of our society.

The exhibition runs from 3:00
t0 8:00 p.m. till today.
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