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Millennium
cricket

AFP, cardiff

There will be no chance of rain
stopping play when Cardiff's
Millennium Stadium hosts its first
cricket match in October.

It may be pouring down in the
rest of the Welsh capital but with the
stadium's retractable roof closed a
series of matches between a British
Xl and a World Xl should carry on
regardless.

England skipper Nasser Hussain
is set to captain the British XI.

Panic grips ad market

ﬁl Cricket

6AFP/REUTERS, Bangalore

A sponsorship battle being fought
between Indian cricketers and
officials will hurt the advertising
industry, which banks on big name
players in the sport to push prod-
ucts, officials said Wednesday.
"There will be a major impact on
the advertising industry," said VP

world cricket with a host of multina-
tional firms pumping in millions to
sponsor cricket tournaments
involving the national squad and
getting team members to endorse
their products.

Live telecast of cricket matches
and the popularity of the one-day
game has made the game a major
revenue-churning industry in India
with the top players enjoying iconic
status.

"When India fields a second-

solution would be found to the
impasse soon.

"In a sport with such large
investments from all sides riding,
normally a palatable compromise is
eventually reached in time.
Advertisers hope this will come true
in this stand-off too," George said.

"If a second-string team were to
represent India, this is most likely to
affect the viewership and in antici-
pation of this eventuality, the adver-
tising rates will move southwards,"
she said.

Speed's
speedy
departure

AFP, Bombay

The International Cricket Council's
chief executive officer Malcom
Speed, who has been camping here
since Tuesday, has turned out to be
too fast for Indian journalists.

In the thick of the ongoing spon-
sorship contract controversy, Speed
suddenly disappeared from the
Marriott luxury hotel in Bombay's

Sampras exits

ﬁ Tennis

AFP, commack

Unheralded Frenchman Paul-Henri
Mathieu posted what he called the
biggest win of his career here
Tuesday, ousting third-seeded Pete
Sampras from the second round of

the TD Waterhouse Cup.

Mathieu, 20, downed the 13-time
Grand Slam champion 6-3, 6-7, 6-4,
holding on for the victory after the
American saved two match points in
the second set.

"He was playing great tennis,"
Sampras said. "I thought | was
coming in with some pretty good
(serves)and he was returning well.

"l didn't know what to expect

because | really hadn't seen him
play before,” Sampras added.
"There's no question he's got a lot of
talent."

"It's a great feeling," Mathieu
said. "l think this is my biggest
victory, to beat Pete Sampras."

For Sampras, it was a disap-
pointing warm-up for the US Open,
which starts on Monday in New
York.

Last year's runner-up here,
Sampras has not reached the
quarterfinals of an event since

And the World line-up is ! string team the immediate impact posh Juhu district where he had o appearing in the final of the US
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Muttiah Muralitharan, Pakistan duo
Wasim Akram and Shoaib Akhtar as
well as former West Indies quick
Courtney Walsh.

As well as the unusual venue, the
players will be taking part in a new
format of the game - 'power cricket'.

This is a shorter form of the one-
day game with innings lasting just
15 overs.

The sides will play two matches,
on October 4 and 5 with the winners
of each game taking a prize of
25,000 pounds.

An artificial pitch will be specially
installed at the Millennium Stadium
under the supervision of former
England spinner Derek Underwood.

Hussain, taking time out from the
build-up to England's third Test
against India at Headingley on
Thursday told the BBC: "I am look-
ing forward to captaining the Brits
against the rest of the world side.

"l believe international cricket at
the Millennium Stadium will be a
greatsuccess.

"I'm convinced this new form of
the game will prove to be dynamic
and will attract great interest and
support throughout the country and
beyond."

planning unit of Mudra
Communications.

"The big guns (Sachin
Tendulkar, Saurav Ganguly, Rahul
Dravid) are not playing. So the
television ratings will go down
drastically," said Muralidharan.
"And some of the companies who
have already signed the players for
endorsements will be left high and
dry.
"Most of the advertising agen-
cies fear that their clients might stop
their campaigns. This means huge
loss of revenues for them. India's
TVS group alone spends 350
million rupees (7.1 million dollars)
on advertising," he said.

Pepsi and Coke are the major
sponsors of cricket in India. Others
include South Korea's Samsung
Electronics and LG Electronics.

Indian cricket board secretary
Niranjan Shah said India had
decided to pick a second-string
squad for next month's Champions
Trophy after the Indian team
refused to sign a controversial
contract drawn by the International
Cricket Council (ICC).

India has in recent years
become the marketing Mecca for

those advertisers which have not
committed to booking slots (for the
matches) may withdraw,"
Muralidharan said.

Sony Entertainment Television
and state-run Doordarshan have
the rights to broadcast the ICC
Champions Trophy and the World
Cup.

"Currently both of them charge
about 100,000 rupees (2,040
dollars) for a 10-second slot. That
may not be the case anymore.
Some of the companies will renego-
tiate the rates," Muralidharan said.

"It will be a setback for clients
and the advertising firms who have
pinned their product on, say, one
player or on the whole team," he
said.

About 2.5 billion rupees are
spent on cricket sponsorship on
television.

"If one adds the cost of airing
commercials and the endorsement
fees it will be quite a huge amount.
The stakes are pretty high here," he
said.

Shubha George, general man-
ager of MindShare, a media plan-
ning unit of Lintas company, ech-
oed the same views and hoped a

leads the list of elite earners from
the game.

A recent survey by a domestic
market research group, Indica
Research, placed Tendulkar on top
in terms of overall visibility, ahead of
leading Indian film actors and
actress.

He has a one billion-rupee deal
over five years with a marketing
company WorldTel for each of his
endorsements.

His endorsements include Fiat,
Hero-Honda, Toyota, India's TVS
group (two-wheeler makers), Ceat,
Pespi, Visa, Adidas, ESPN and
Britania.

If he signs the ICC contract he
will have to shed two of the automo-
bile companies, which would deal a
severe blow to these firms and the
advertising agencies involved.

Ganguly and Dravid, though not
in the same league, also earn at
least 50 million rupees every year
from television ads for big compa-
nies, said an industry source.

Besides, each player earns
around 3,196 USD for a Test and
2,785 USD for a one-dayer. India
played 13 Tests and 24 one-dayers
lastyear.

Bowling worry for all

FROM PAGE 13

1992 and will come into this match
with confidence high after his 92 in
India's rearguard action at Trent
Bridge.

Rahul Dravid's 115 and
Ganguly's dashing 99, also in the
second innings, showed that some
of India's stars were finding their
form.

But, if India are to keep alive their
hopes of winning a first Test series
outside the sub-continent in 16
years, they must make a competi-
tive firstinnings score.

Initial totals of 221 at Lord's and
357 at Trent Bridge, have left India
on the backfoot from an early stage.

Opening bat Wasim Jaffer has
struggled in particular, averaging a
lowly 14.75 from four innings.

He could yet lose his place to
Shiv Sunder Das who made an

SQUADS

ENGLAND: Michael Vaughan,
Robert Key, Mark Butcher, Nasser
Hussain (captain), John Crawley,
Alec Stewart, Andrew Flintoff, Alex
Tudor, Andrew Caddick, Ashley
Giles, Matthew Hoggard, Dominic
Cork, Steve Harmison

INDIA: Wasim Jaffer, Virender
Sehwag, Rahul Dravid, Sachin
Tendulkar, Saurav Ganguly, Ajit
Agarkar, Parthiv Patel, Harbhajan
Singh, Ashish Nehra, Zaheer Khan,
Shiv Sundar Das, Anil Kumble, Ajay
Ratra, Tinu Yohannan, Dinesh
Mongia

Plane wreck

Row goes brewing

FROM PAGE 13

probables who agree to the ICC
conditions," Dalmiya told reporters
on Tuesday.

He said he had discussed the
issue with ICC chief executive
Malcolm Speed, but declined to give
details.

Players from Australia, South
Africa and West Indies are also
refusing to sign the contract, but the
ICC has insisted it will not back
down.

The ICC confirmed recently that
seven out of the 10 full member
countries had signed its
Participating Nations Agreement
(PNA) for the Champions Trophy
and that all full member boards had
singed the PNA for the 2003 World
Cup.

Under the terms of the PNA,

May, who also heads the
Australian Cricketers' Association,
said: "There must be significant
progress before we suggest (the
players) sign anything."

Bevan went on to say: "We will
then sit down and review the whole
thing again in October.

Tony Irish, chief executive of the
South African Cricketers'
Association, said: "The rights to the
tournaments have been sold to
event sponsors, but the players'
rights haven't been procured.

"The main problem is that the
ICC sold rights it didn't have," Irish
said. "It's not simply about money
for the players -- they are being put
in a very difficult position with regard
to their existing sponsors."

South African administrators and
player representatives will meet on

with his luggage. "We may get a call
anytime that he has checked out,"
he said.

Although Speed claimed Tuesday
that his trip to Bombay was personal
and planned three months ago, a lot
is being read into the visit as sources
say he is meeting sponsors of ICC's
forthcoming Champions Trophy to
be held in Sri Lanka.

The Indian cricketers, along with
those of Australia, South Africa and
West Indies, are refusing to sign a
sponsorship agreement with the
ICC and have consequently been
dropped from the squad for Sri
Lanka.

The waiting reporters were left
high and dry despite Speed having
assured them of an update on the
ICC's stand regarding the contro-
versy in the wake of Tuesday's
meeting in the southern city of
Bangalore of the Board of Control for
Cricketin India (BCCI).

Lloyd backs out
of Waugh war

AFP, London

David Lloyd spoke to Steve Waugh
on Tuesday in a bid to defuse the
row that has surrounded the
Australia captain's return to English
county cricket with Kent.

Waugh, due to make his Kent
debut on Wednesday, dismissed
ex-England coach Lloyd as "para-
noid" after he suggested that the
batsman's participation in county
cricket was simply a cover for a
spying mission on English players
ahead of this winter's Ashes series
in Australia.

Both Waugh and twin brother
Mark, who is back at Essex, are
seeing out the English season as
replacement overseas players.

Earlier this month, Lloyd told
Britain's Mirror newspaper that
Steve Waugh's participation in
county cricket was an example of
"glasnostgone mad".

Glasnost was the policy of
political liberalisation in the Soviet
Union ushered in by former leader
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American Pete Sampras grimaces after losing to Paul-Henri Mathieu of
Franceinthe second round of the Hamlet Cup in Long Island on August 20.

title since Wimbledon 2000.

Like all the seeded players here,
he received a first-round bye.

Fourth-seeded Moroccan
Younes El Aynaoui was also in
action on Tuesday and snapped a
three-match losing streak with a 5-7,
7-6, 6-4 victory over Richard
Krajicek.

El Aynaoui has won a career-
high three titles this season, but has
struggled in the summer hard court
campaign.

Fifth seed Alex Corretja of Spain,
the 1999 runner-up, rallied past
Romania's Adrian Voinea, 3-6, 7-6,
6-4.

Corretja made his summer
hardcourt debut last week in
Washington and advanced to the
quarter-finals. He has won two
claycourt titles last month and
reached the semifinals at the
French Open.

Seventh seed Juan Ignacio
Chela of Argentina defeated US
wildcard Jeff Morrison 6-4, 6-3.

But Bohdan Ulihrach of the
Czech Republic upset 10th-seeded
Mariano Zabaleta of Argentina 6-4,
6-4.

Venus rolls on

IO Tennis

AFP, New Haven

Top seed Venus Williams cruised
past fellow American Meghann
Shaughnessy on Tuesday night 6-2,
6-4 as she opened her quest for a
fourth straight title in this 585,000-
dollar WTATour hardcourt event.

Williams, 22 and ranked second
in the world, has won her last two
tournaments and reached six con-
secutive WTA Tour finals, including
the French Open and Wimbledon,
where she lost to younger sister
Serena.

One of four seeds who received
first-round byes, Williams owns a
51-6 match record this season,
including a 27-3 mark on hard
courts. Three of her six titles have
come on this surface.

Shaughnessy lost in the early
rounds for her fifth straight event
and has not reached a quarterfinal
since June at Eastbourne. She fell
to 1-5 lifetime against Williams.

Second seed Lindsay Davenport
of the United States posted a 6-4, 7-
6 victory over Iroda Tulyaganova of
Uzbekistan earlier Tuesday.

Davenport was runner-up twice
in the last three years and is trying to
win this tournament for the second

time. Her first triumph came in 1997,
the only year the tournament was
held in Atlanta and the last time it
took place outside New Haven.

Davenportimproved to 13-3 after
missing nearly nine months while
recovering from knee surgery. She
reached the semi-finals at Stanford
and San Diego before advancing to
the final at Los Angeles two weeks
ago.

In a first-round encounter, sixth
seed Amelie Mauresmo of France,
who captured her second title of the
year in Canada on Sunday, contin-
ued her winning ways with a 6-2, 6-2
rout of Russia's Tatiana Panova.

The 23-year-old Mauresmo is 5-
0 lifetime against Panova.

Clash of queens

; . . FROM PAGE 13 national cricket boards are commit-  Thursday to discuss the crisis. Mikhail Gorbachev during the late

;En;gl:XSS|i\r/]e ?nodlzg.l: cftienn;rrywzgr?]lr:]s; said Tuesday. ted to sending their strongest teams 1980s. tomorrow
; Cronje, who was banned from | tothe tournament. H Lloyd's point was that while

match last week. cricket for life in 2000 for accepting If the top players do pull out of the WeSt Ind €S Australian players could jet in to AFP, Paris

Das may find himself up against
recalled England fast bowler
Andrew Caddick, in what would also

money from Indian bookmakers and
paying players to under-perform,

Champions Trophy, boards could
find themselves in breach of the

FROM PAGE 13
Caribbean side for eight years.

England at the drop of a hat there
was next to no chance of an

The long-awaited clash between
sprint queens Marion Jones and

be the Somerset quick's first Test of ?rf\?elllri]n\:;ui%esxgzg:dpilrirc])eahric\)hﬁs: PN’;'\ while thled '?C(;S tr;]ommelrcial ITINERARY éuslt'rar:ialn state employing an Zhanna Pintusevich-Block will take
the series. tain in remote southeastern South partners cou in emselves 4 .4 913 First Test, nglish player. placein London on Friday.

Caddick, who missed the first
two Tests with a side strain will hope
that reports of Headingley's newly-
discovered docility have been

Africa.

"A salvage operation started this
morning (Tuesday) and should be
completed by tomorrow," business-

backing a "second-rate" tourna-
ment, a situation that could ulti-
mately threaten future deals for
world cricket's governing body.

Bombay

Oct 17-21: Second Test, Madras
Oct 30-Nov 3: Third Test, Calcutta
Oct 4-6: v Board President's Xl

But on Tuesday former England
opening batsman Lloyd said
Waugh's presence would benefit
county cricket.

It had been expected that their
first meeting this season would be in
the Golden League event in
Brussels on August 30, but

greatly exaggerated. man Leon Dorfling, a friend of In a further development venueundecided "| spoke to Steve this morning Pintusevich-Block reyfealed on
New Zealand-born Caddick Cronjes, told the Ioc’a\I SAPA news England's players have been Oct24-26: v India "A" venue unde- | and we're both very relaxed about Wednesday that the pair's eagerly-
starred at Headingley two years ago ’ advised not to sign the contract, cided it," revealed Lloyd. "We go back a awaited 100m showdown will take

in an astonishing two-day victory
overthe West Indies.

He took five for 14 in the second
innings, including four wickets in
one spellbinding over, as the West
Indies were bowled out for 61.

But whether he will line-up along-
side Andrew Flintoff remains to be
seen. The Lancashire all-rounder is
still struggling with the groin injury
that has hampered him throughout

agency.

Dorfling said he planned to set up
a memorial for Cronje in either
George or Mossel Bay, about 400
kilometres (250 miles) east of Cape
Town and that he was seeking final
approval from Hansie's wife, Bertha,
this week.

He said the wreck would form
part of the display and that efforts
were underway to find some more

according to British media reports
on Wednesday.

England players back ICC rebels
-reports

The England players' represen-
tative Richard Bevan has advised
them not to sign up for the tourna-
ment.

"Discussions are going on at the
moment and we hope by the week-

One-day series:

Nov 6: First one-dayer, Jamshedpur
Nov 9: Second one-dayer, Nagpur
Nov 12: Third one-dayer, Rajkot
Nov 15: Fourth one-dayer,
Ahmedabad (D/N)

Nov 18: Fifth one-dayer, Baroda
Nov 21: Sixth one-dayer, Jodhpur
Nov 24: Seventh one-dayer,
Visakhapatnam

long way to the days when he was
playing for Somerset and | was a
first class umpire.

"He's a world class player who
will enrich county cricket just as
overseas signings like Barry
Richards, Gordon Greenidge and
Clive Lloyd did more than 30 years
ago."

place at London's Crystal Palace on
Friday.

Proteas chasing
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Muralitharan not out 1

Extras: (b-5, Ib-5, nb-1, w4) 15

Total: (for 7 wkts) 235
Fall of wickets: 1-78, 2-119, 3-

167,4-179, 5-191,6-202, 7-209
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f f or museum in his honour," Dorfling Th to be d db , Boje 10 0 40 2
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CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer | Shaughnessy at the Pilot Pen tennis tournament in New Haven on August 20.
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