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Sculpture
exhibition
August12-28

A sculpture exhibition of artist
Ferdousi Priyobhashini continues at
Bengal art gallery at Dhanmondi in
the city. The exhibition runs
everyday from 12:00 t08:30 p.m.

Architectural

designs'show

Aug. 17 Sept. 09

Louis I. Kahn (1901-1974), an
American architect, who had
designed Sher-e-banglanagar, the
National Capital Complex in Dhaka,
left behind a great legacy in
heritage. An exhibition goes on at
the National Museum at Shahbagh
in the city to reveal the unfolding
drama of the design and
construction of Sher-e-
banglanagar. Timetable: 10:30 a.m.
4:30 p.m. (Saturday to Wednesday),
3:30 7:30 p.m. (Friday). The show s
closed on Thursday.

Cartoon
exhibition

August 16-22

DRIK and UNMAD magazine host
an exhibition of cartoons illustrated
by famed cartoonists of the country
at the DRIK gallery at Dhanmondi in
the city. The exhibition is open to all
from 3:00 to 8:00 p.m. daily.
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photography
August21-24

Titled "My Life, My Future', a digital
photography exhibition starts at the
auditorium of British Council in the
city on August 21 at 5:30 p.m. that
includes works of Youth Forum
participants coordinated by Tanvir.
The exhibition continues everyday
from 10:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. fill
August 24. Professor Abdullah Abu
Sayeed, President of Biswa
Shahitya Kendra attends the
opening ceremony as Chief Guest.
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Interview

Controversial and iconoclastic installation works

Mahbubur Rahman and Tayeba Begum Lipi's joint exhibit at Alliance Francaise

FAYzA HAQ

AYEBA Begum Lipi and

Mahbubur Rahman's instal-

lation exhibit opened at
Alliance Francaise on the 17th
August to present something that
one had surely never experienced
before. The ideas presented at the
display were controversial and
iconoclastic. The display certainly
provided ample food for thought.

Asked for the reason behind
holding the installation, Mahbub and
Lipi say," This is something new and
you have a lot of freedom to work in
this. The two-dimensional and three-
dimensional work that we see, i.e.
sculpture and painting is similar to
this but here we can work with a lot of
mediums. In this you can include
various streams of thoughts. There
is a connection in our joint display as
we are a husband and wife team.
For a long time we have been plan-
ning to set up a display together. We
are both protesting against hypoc-
risy and religious fanaticism in our
society and those of others."

Talking about whether the view-
ers will understand and appreciate
their work and their desire to awaken
the socio-economic awareness
Mahbub and Lipi say," This depends
on the type of viewers who come as
they all have their own varied tastes.
This is a new approach and a long
with our work there will be a short
briefing in the catalogue so that they
will be able to communicate with our
work. We have explained that we
want to move away from conven-
tional painting and sculpture. Thisisa
far cry from studio work. Here there is
not only the fact that painting and
sculpture are being combined but non
art materials are also being used.
Consequently we realize that any
material can be art material. Here you
see an Eid cattle market with the
animals not only displaying hooves but
wooden human feet projected in
simplified forms. They are mounted on
wooden structure and wear tinsel and
garish paper garlands. They are
stuffed with straw to give them a
shape."

Lipi adds, "At the same time at
another end of 'La Galerie,' we see
women clad in dark 'burgas' with
masks of bearing resemblance to

P4

the myself. They are shown as
dumbly gazing at three realistic oil
portraits done of myself. These huge
portraits done up to the shoulders
are done at different angles of the
face and done with different colours
to land interest and variation. Here
I'm showing that we over react to the
confines of our religious dictates and
hesitate to go beyond them and
think for ourselves. There are some
negative elements in religion such
as hypocrisy, rituals etc. These are
there not only in our religion but in
every religious belief and its follow-
ing. | criticized our own religion first
as | want to study my own environ-
ment and social set up. Why should
there be a 'naqab’ over my face?
Why can't | be more progressive? |
find no logic behind covering our
women in dark 'burgas' which could
perhaps be applicable to other
societies elsewhere but not ours, as
the dark colours of this apparel tend
to attract more of the sun's heat in
our country. This is a borrowed
culture from the Middle East and we
can well do without the 'hijab' or the

"Pretend" by Mahbubur Rahman

'nagab' as they are unhygienic for
our weather. Our women are nor-
mally covered from head to foot and
that should be adequate for the
requirements of decency. The
women here are toys so that my
portion of the installation is called
'Toys watching toys'.
women remain tied to the shackles
of social inhibitions."

Mahbub explains the reasons
behind presenting a section of a
cattle market," In our urban society
we used to wait for the arrival of the
cow during the Eid ul-Azha festival
but the ironic part is that when our
elders sacrificed this animal, for
which we had developed attach-
ment, we hated the idea of cutting
and chopping up this animal in the
name of religion. | felt that we did it
because our other family members
and neighbours did this was kow-
towing to outdated religious beliefs.
In old Dhaka, where | originate from,
the Hindus and Muslims
together and we normally performed
the sacrifice within the premises of
the house and washed off the blood

Eastern

lived

as soon as possible. Now we see
blood all over the lanes and outside
the houses and even the smell of the
blood is revolting to many of us. This
has become a habit over the years
and people even go about smeared
with blood on that occasion.

"To me this appears fanatical and
pointless. We don't have to literally
interpret our religion. It seems cruel
to cut up so many animals on one
single day and points to simple blind
faith in something that the people do
not really comprehend or analyze.
Most of the cows come from India
where this animal is regarded as a
deity and this too is paradoxical as
this is done perhaps for pure eco-
nomic reasons."

Talking about their possible
patrons, Mahbub says", We do not
concern ourselves needlessly about
the sale of our items but if anyone
appreciates our work we are natu-
rally grateful to the collector. For this
reason we have not printed a price
list. We, in our personal lives, do
studio work for our existence.
However, we are not gearing our
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"Toys are watching toys" by Tayeba Begum Lipi

work for sale as the basic motiva-
tion. We do no do any commissioned
or commercial work. There is no
strong communication with that
strata of society which will buy our
work readily. We stress on imagina-
tion, feelings, hopes, desires, fears
of the common people and political,
economical and social incidents. For
us the sale drive is secondary. We
believe that we are very lucky to be
able to survive in our own fashion.
Through our work we get the oppor-
tunity to go abroad such as going to
Germany, Ireland, Indonesia etc to
do studio work or residency. Our
work is expressionistic and we are
not out to please the viewer but
express our thoughts, beliefs and
feelings no matter how idiosyncratic
this might appear to some viewers,
who might be just looking for some-
thing to decorate their drawing and
diningrooms."
Touching the problems that they
faced in order to complete their
installations works, Mahbub says,"
As we live among the common work
and have a circle of friends, the

animal

materials we use are within our
reach. We collected the skins from
the butchers and got them tanned at
Hazaribagh, stuffed them with straw
to give the animal shapes some
realistic dimensions, with wooden
frames to support them. Some of
them have hooves while they some-
times also have human feet like
endings as | have a private fascina-
tion for this form. Also, when | do my
work, in order to show the barbarity
in mankind, | bring in animal forms. |
do not, in any way, wish to dishonour
animals at any time. | have tried to
give some human elements in my
delineation of animals too. Also | feel
comfortable mixing and mingling
elements with those of
human beings. These cows, are
living creatures, and should not be
slaughtered en masse in the name
of religion. We have used naphtha-

lene to remove the smell of the

skins. We have planned this for
almost six months now."

Dwelling on if their life as artists
was a comfortable one, Lipi says, " It
is always difficult for artists in

Bangladesh to survive unless they
have access to foreign buyers and
patrons in the form of industrialists.
Our subjects are different and we
never bother our heads about pleas-
ing the buyers. Overseas, artists
such as us are supported by studios
and the government as in India,
Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Indonesia,
Germany, UK, other European
countries and USA. There are orga-
nizations that support just alternative
art such as 'Khoj International' in
Delhi where | had participated in one
of the projects. We get no financial
family backing either though they
lend us mental support. They have
their own lives to lead so they cannot
help us . Again, they expect us to be
like others and have children and get
immersed in normal bourgeois life.
We cannot expect the family to com-
prehend why we are going in for
something controversial."

Asked if the installation work
have a large following, Mahbub
says, "In the large exhibits, as during
the Asian Biennale Bangladesh,
they do not give ample room for local
artists. Again, in the educational
institutes, students are taught to
use established materials only.
There is not enough stress on new
experimentation. | began in 1994,
while it was towards the end of
1990s that the young ones came up
with installations. Wakilur Rahman
and Kajol made some attempts in
Bangladesh some time back, but
they live abroad. We tend to depend
on the government and established
organizations to lend us support.
Artists are afraid of failure and have
notorganized artistrun space."

During the opening, Mahbub took
30c.c. of blood from his own veins,
poured it onto one animal figures,
"slaughtered" the animal in a motion
and then scattered rose leaves
above it. The cow had the traditional
wedding "dupatta" while he had
donned a bridegroom's "pagri" In
one of Lipi's groups of "burga"-clad
women the voice of the sacrificed
animal in a video of the sacrificial
scenes was projected.

Exhibits such as this is certainly
thought provoking. One welcomes
more of this progressive and alter-
native art work.
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