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Sculpture
exhibition

August12-28

A sculpture exhibition of artist
Ferdousi Priyobhashini continues at
Bengal art gallery at Dhanmondi in
the city. The exhibition runs everyday
from 12:00 t08:30 p.m.

Poetry reading
August 17

17BC, an international poetry group
holds an evening of English Poetry
Recital at Bengal Shilpalaya from
6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Poet Shamsur
Rahman, Poet Kaiser Hag, and Poet
Sudeep Sen will be present on the
occasion. Itsopentoall.
Digital
photography
August21-24

Titled "My Life, My Future', a digital
photography exhibition starts at the
auditorium of British Council in the
city on August 21 at 5:30 p.m. that
includes works of Youth Forum
participants coordinated by Tanvir.
The exhibition continues everyday
from 10:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. till
August 24. Professor Abdullah Abu
Sayeed, President of Biswa Shahitya
Kendra attends the opening
ceremony as Chief Guest.

Dance Festival
September 15-17

Adance festival is to be organised by
Nritya Dhara, a local dance
institution, at the auditorium of
Bangladesh National Museum at
Shahbagh in the city that will be
participated by over 100 danseuse
from across the country including
tribal performers from Marma,
Santal, Pankho, Chakma and
Manipuri communities.

A seminar on the trend and
status of Bangladeshi folk dance will
also be held during the three-day
session that will be attended by
reputed dance artists, instructors,
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Daring with driftwood to stir up passions

Ferdousi Priyobhashini's solo exhibit,"Sikore mouna natok"” continues at the Bengal Gallery

FAYzA HAQ

ERDOUSI Priyobhashini,

who holds her solo exhibit of

driftwood sculpture pieces
at the Bengal Gallery says," | used
to do interior decoration as young
housewife and later, encouraged by
the famous artist SM Sultan in 1988,
went into drift wood sculpture in a
big way. My husband supports me
always in this and does not mind if |
put on the light and work into the late
hours. I've have had seven solos so
far, have participated in the Asian
Biennale from time to time, and
have had seven group displays of
my work."

Asked how different the present
exhibit was from those done earlier,
Priyobhashini says," I've concen-
trated and worked harder than in the
previous exhibits and also | have
added more variations. | believe that
SM Sultan left me with the responsi-
bility to work more and more as an
artist. Consequently I've worked
with more commitment and in more
details so as to perfect my art. Also
I've taken on more topics in this
present venture. Earlier | only
carved a bit and the insects would
spoil my work in due time but now |
make the wood insect free. A lot of
money and labour goes into this. |
work whenever | have some respite
from my household chores and put
in four hours daily. | now soak the
wood in rainwater for a year and
after it is seasoned | add medication
to the wood by boiling the wood in
water for six hours. However , the
large pieces cannot be boiled and
on them | put 'tute' (copper sul-
phate) for preservation.”

Dwelling on whether she prefers
her larger works to the smaller ones,
and which subjects most excite her
imagination Prioyobhashini says,"
whenever I'm handling a piece, | fall
in love with it and think that it is my
best work. | might be preoccupied
with a piece for a month but then |
move on to the next one and that
consumes all my interest and pas-
sion. The smaller pieces , however
give me more satisfaction. My work
is not sale oriented. When working |

o |

Semi-abstraction, as Priyobhashinifeels, provide to

my piece might fetch. | usually deal
with female human figures and
birds ( as I'm fascinated with nature)
, while at times | turn my attention to
the 1971 nine months of holocaust
and the struggle of the Bengalis as |
had bitter experiences myself at that
time. At times | deal with social
problems too such as hunger of the
people of the third world country and
the migration of communities in
times of distress such as during the
floods, famines and erosions of river
banks. The sufferings of human
beings move me tremendously."
Talking about whether she felt
inferior to other sculptors who are
equipped with academic training,
Priyobhashini says," Certainly not
as | work in my own way and do not
wish to compete with others. My
work has been appreciated many
times before and that gives me
ample courage to go on in pursuit of
sculpture in my own genre."
Touching on her favourite sculp-
tors, Priyobhashini says," | admire
Hamiduzzaman ( who has been the
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tality to her works
exhibit)lvy Zaman, Shamim Sikdar
and even the young sculptors of the
younger generation like Mitu and
Juise."

Mentioning her family support in
her endeavors, "Had it not been for
the understanding and constant
backing | would not have possibly
have come so far and have worked
in peace at my leisure time. When
he puts on the light and reads | don't
complain and when I'm hard at work
past midnight, he does not complain
either."

In the exhibition named "Shikore
Mouna Natok", in the piece "Sneho"
we find the figure of a woman bend-
ing down and holding her child. This
is all formed from the branches of a
tree. We can imagine her clothes
twirling at the back while she fondles
her infant. Meanwhile her head and
hair can be seen a fluid movement
while the rest of the driftwood sculp-
ture contains two more pieces of
wood branches, which have been
juxtaposed to lend reality. This is in
unvarnished wood.

standing male figure and besides
him are more figures, which are
done with little touch of perhaps clay
to which twigs and more branches
have been carefully added with
precision. There are three images in
all, one standing apart. The wood is
in pale brown, touched with deeper
brown while the details of the faces
are with cement or sand.

In "SM Sultan" the face of the
famous artist has been brought in
with details of the eyes and nose
along with the shoulder length
flowing hair and all embracing cloak.
This is a piece of wood that appears
to curl and twirl at the top while it is
more straight at the sides and the
bottom. It is deep brown while the
weather and insects have made
holes over the piece.

"Equation" ushers in some

human figures, seen against a part
of a house with people seen peep-
ing from behind the windows and
some bent over the roof and others
seen in the house itself. This is
perhaps from an old creeper with
thick, solid branches. This is done
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Works of Priyobhashini reveal

Figurative structures are a favourite theme of the sculptor

by putting together pieces of
branches of trailers which she has
pieced together and the sculpture
stands on two levels of bases taken
from sections of tees which have
been nailed together with dexterity
and imagination.

Images of various human
beings go to create "City maker"
which is in reddish brown wood and
which presents people in various
positions-- standing and sitting and
appears like some 3-D local fresco
window where figures are not from
separate pieces of wood but one
thick twining roots although some of
the pieces have been nailed on. The
pieces of roots of a tree appear to
bend and circle in different direc-
tions, some horizontally, some
vertically and other diagonally.

To bring in a boat to please your
mind comes "Mon paboner nao"
where the wood has been scarped
up and shaped somewhat to get the
effect of limbs and faces of people
paddling along in a boat. The faces
of men and women have been

faces and noses even though this is
driftwood which has been cleverly
put together. The impact of time is
seen in the dents, cracks and holes
on the piece. This is in reddish
wood.

We come across two birds like
herons in "Shukher Boshoti". They
look like fat herons with a mesh of
wire forming the nest. There is the
tree itself which is formed from a
slender branch of driftwood and
which has been wired on. This has a
base at the bottom where one of the
mates with its flamboyant plumage
and delicate long thin beak as it sits
guarding its egg. This is delicately
done and has an exotic effect.

We then move on to "Adibashir
toijash" which comprises of the
container in which the Hill Tracts
people pound their food or probably
simply eat from. Prioyobhashini has
taken the trunk of a tree and
sculpted into the piece. The bark
outside is left natural and
untouched. This is placed on a base
with wavy edges.

implies a torn castle sets the sculp-
tor's imagination a riot. Its walls,
open doors, arch and windows as
well as pillars have been created
from slashed sections of wood that
have been pieced together dexter-
ously. The piece is placed on an
ovular shaped section of a trunk of
a tree. It is complete with square
pegs at the bottom.

A delineation of a beautiful
woman is seen in "Rabindrnather
Sketch". She is resting on her back
and has the twirling and swirling sari
around her. This has shades added
to the original driftwood in which you
can see dots, squares and some
elementlike cementadded on.

More fascination with gath-
ered segments of neglected and
rejected wood is seen in "Tahader
bari"which brings in a house which
is modified and exaggerated. It has
curves for the top, parallel walls that
appear diagonally. This is truly an
imaginative piece that is mind-
boggling.

We see spread out joyous
wings in three pieces of driftwood
"Danar mukhorota" They represent
herons with their long thin beaks,
flapping out their wings in a dramatic
manner. Their bodies are complete
with extended long tapering legs
while their wings have the glamour
of those of peacocks or flamboyant
flamingos. These are formed from
three segments of wood that have
been lovingly worked upon. The
piece represents elegance and
motion.

More intriguing elements are
suggested in "Novocha-
ri"(astronomer), where we see the
man at work . His hands, limbs and
body have been gently suggested
while he is hard at work. There is
base of driftwood while the rest are
pieces of twigs of different shapes
and sizes which are curled and tied
or sometimes stand straight.

The confidence that Priyobh-
ashini has displayed in her latest
exhibit speaks of love, sorrow,
courage and admirable flights of
fancy. Her talent and caliber as a
self-taught sculptor are remarkable.
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