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RECOMMENDATIONS

Audio CD

launching

August 16

Renowned Tagore singer Kaderia
Kibria's audio cassette and CD
album 'Din-er sheshey' gets
launched at Hotel Purbani in the city
at 5:30 p.m. It is produced by
Tonatuni Productions. Kaderia
Kibria returned home from The
United States after twenty years.

Poetry reading
August 17

17BC, aninternational poetry group
holds an evening of English Poetry
Recital at Bengal Shilpalaya from
6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Poet Shamsur
Rahman, Poet Kaiser Hag, and
Poet Sudeep Sen will be presenton
the occasion. Its opentoall.

Sl
s

Australian Film

Festival

August15-16

Australian High Commission in
Bangladesh hosts an Australian
film festival on the occasion of the
30th anniversary of diplomatic
relations between Australia and
Bangladesh. A total of ten films, of
different lengths, will be screened
at the British Council auditorium in
the city. Free passes are available
atthe British Council office.

Sculpture
exhibition
August12-28

A sculpture exhibition of artist
Ferdousi Priyobhashini continues
at Bengal art gallery at Dhanmondi
in the city. The exhibition runs
everyday from 12:00 t08:30 p.m.

Dance Festival
September15-17

A dance festival is to be organised
by Nritya Dhara, a local dance
institution, at the auditorium of
Bangladesh National Museum at
Shahbagh in the city that will be
participated by over 100 danseuse
from across the country including
tribal performers from Marma,
Santal, Pankho, Chakma and
Manipuri communities.

A seminar on the trend and
status of Bangladeshi folk dance
will also be held during the three-
day session that will be attended by
reputed dance artists, instructors,
critics and cultural personalities
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Puppet show

Hand Puppetry -a new venture
In cultural quests

Center for Asian Theater holds hand puppet show at the Goethe Institut

Aziz AMIRUL

HAT could be another of
those usual cultural
events, turned out,

instead, to be an extravaganza in
puppet theatre that provided
immense amusement for a large
group of the audience, comprising
of children and adults who were
present at the auditorium of Goe-
the-Institut at Dhanmondi in the city
onAugust 13. Thiswas towitness a
hand-puppetry show performed by
the members of Center for Asian
Theatre (CAT).

Performers of the theatrical
troupe demonstrated some rela-
tively newer methods of puppet
handling through their innovative
home-grown technical, rather,
manual advancements. The pup-
pets, glued on top of long hand-held
sticks, appeared almost ‘alive' on
stage as those received apt maneu-
vering from 'players' behind cur-
tained backstage The puppetry
experts lent their voices through
necessary dialogues at a theatrical
play. A narrator adorned in colourful
costumes, described through
rhythmic songs, various situations
and developments of the depicted
plot. He was assisted by a couple of
instrumental musicians and a
percussionist who were too, was
presenton stage.

The play titled, 'Al Amin', the
name of a young boy, revealed a
quite common yet dreadful plight of
children of our society who are
almost routinely smuggled out to
Gulf countries by racketeers in
exchange of large amounts of
foreign currency. The children a, in
most cases, are being forced to
work as camel jockeys whose job
assignments have been forcing
them to ride on backs of racing
camels from where they have often
fallen to death, and finally being
trampled under the hoofs of the
desertanimals.

Al-Amin, the fictitious character
of young boy in the play have been
shown trafficked to a country in the
Middle East and forced to work as a
camel jockey where he apparently
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nasty fall. As the synopsis revealed,
Al-Amin was a good student but his
poor parents had failed to provide
him with a comfortable life. Mannan
Miah, a sly and deceitful villager,
who soon turned out to be a profes-
sional child trafficking pimp, prom-
ised to alter Al Amin's life into a
bright one but instead took the boy
to a far away land in the desert
kingdoms. The father handed Al-
Amin over to the pimp, though the
mother was against the arrange-
ment. Instead of being sent to the
boarding school, Al-Amin had been
sold to a second middle-man in
India, who, in turn, made money by
re-selling the boy to a Karachi
dweller. Al-Amin eventually ended
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Hand puppetry is anew conceptin local culture

up as a camel jockey in the Middle-
Eastand never returned home.

Al-Amin was made with a num-
ber of purposes, firstly, to raise
awareness among slum dwellers of
the city against child trafficking as
well as entertaining them, an
approach commonly referred to as
theatre-in-education. In addition to
raising awareness on trafficking,
the play also comprised of other
elements aimed at decreasing
negative attitude of the common
mass on respective issues in the
society.

The theatrical puppet production
also contributed in raising aware-
ness on the importance of educa-
tion and literacy of guardians in

Lyrical narration gives extraboost to puppet show

order to understand problems
better and to make the best out of
one's own situation and to take
adequate care of the family. The
plot of the production also high-
lighted on the equal sharing of
decisions between husband and
wife about children's future. The
message of maintaining a small
family with lesser number of chil-
dren also came up as due to a large
family and increasing pressure of
feeding numerous mouths, Al
Amin's parents failed to raise their
children properly, hence, sent Al
Amin to some unknown destination
for earning bread.

Centre for Asian Theatre (CAT)
produced Al-Amin after a script was
made into a theatrical drama by
performers of a workshop con-
ducted under the coordination of
Kamaluddin Nilu, Secretary Gen-
eral and Atrtistic Director of CAT.
This was an experimental theatre
work mixed with puppet maneuver-
ing as well as live performance.

'Our hand puppet production is a
result of a fresh innovation and
implementation of one of the easi-
est technical planning', said
Kamaluddin Nilu, while he elabo-
rated on the hand puppetry topic. As
Nilu further mentioned, Bangladesh
has had puppet traditions since
early times in rural areas and it
received further boost through
modern-day exposure by puppet
experts like Mustafa Monwar and
others. However, the new kind of
hand puppets, created by CAT
members seemed to be the most
handy type of toys those could be
carried from place to place and
performed live along with combina-
tion of human narrators under
almost every circumstance, in slum
areas, schools, streets and other
locations. Making of these puppets
also meant very little expenditure.

Future plans of CAT involving
Hand Puppet Theater included new
productions with fresh themes
alongside performance before
cross-section of audience across
the country, for the betterment of the
society.
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Moisture, passion, wet-earth and skin

Bengal Foundation's publication debut with Sudeep Sen and
Mahmud'’s lyrical and well crafted book, Monsoon

SAIFUL ISLAM

UDEEP Sen's Monsoon,
with its fluid poetic prose,
illustrated by Mahmud's
striking photographs was recently
published by the Bengal Founda-
tion. After years of working for the
advancement of fine arts and music
in Bangladesh, the Bengal Founda-
tion has come up with a laudable
new initiative of publishing. From
now on, the foundation will also
provide an outlet for established and
emerging writers of Bangladesh and
Bengalithemes.
In the publisher's note in the
colophon, the Bengal Foundation

Cover ofthe book

state: "In Monsoon, two Bengalis
from the two Bengals, across two
countries have powerfully created
much more with their beautifully
quiet and controlled gestures, than
what is achieved through politics
and clever diplomacy."EE

Both Sudeep Sen and Mahmud
seem preoccupied with rainwith its
whimsical lyricism, its moisture, its
beauty and treachery. In this beauti-
ful new book, the metaphors draw
our sight towards rain and charge
our senses with objects such as a
rain-drenched bursting stamen that
titillates the powders of the pollens.
Monochromatic photographs are
juxtaposed with sensuous lines, as
precise poetic prose drizzles with
provocation.

Even though some scenes and
stories in the book are not entirely
unfamiliar to those who know the
rainit is the way they are presented,
in their exquisite prose and design,
that they make us stop on each page
and lead us to ponder and think. We

discover new things through
Sudeep Sen's insights; make us
contemplative, as in the chapter
'Knowledge, Need'. The titles of
other chapters like the one cited
above, are clever and impregnated
with meaning and allusions. The
two-word titles of the chapters
throughout are double-edged in
themselves. But in some cases, as
in the chapter 'Heavy Metal', the title
is forebodingthe text that follows
here talks about the misery of the
lives of ship-breakers in
Chittagong's eerie dockyards.EEE
The intimate shape of the book is
classy and reader-friendly. The

Poet Sudeep Sen with his son

artistic collaboratorsthe writer
Sudeep Sen and the photographer
Mahmudare perhaps inspired by
Plato's dictum: "Beauty of style and
harmony and grace and good
rhythm depend on simplicity". This
extract is appropriately printed as an
epilogue on the last page of the
book.

Dr Firdous Azim, a well-known
literary critic and scholar, writes in
her response to this book: "Knee-
deep in mud, soaked in rain, going
through pot-holesthat's what we are
experiencing at present. Put on the
TV and you are faced with news-
items that talk about the haze that is
covering South Asia, resulting in
droughts in other parts and floods in
ours. Who cares for the monsoon
any longer? It was in such a mood
that | opened the new book Mon-
soon, a composition of lyrical prose
and lyrical photo images. The fluidity
of the prose as it merges with that of
the black and white photographs
evokes a nostalgic feeling, a mem-

ory of languorous expectations that
takes me back to the monsoons |
once knew. This little book is a
marvellous multi-media production,
a book that is a seamless transition
between prose and photos."

The writer, Sudeep Sen, was
born in New Delhi in 1964. He has
written and edited over twenty
books, including Postmarked India:
New and Selected Poems
(HarperCollins), which was awarded
the Hawthornden Fellowship (UK)
and nominated for a Pushcart Prize
(USA). He has written for numerous
prestigious publications, among
others, the Times Literary Supple-

Photographer Mahmud

ment, Guardian, Independent,
Harvard Review, and BBC. He lives
and works in Dhaka, New Delhi, and
London.

The photographer, Mahmud, was
born in Assam in 1961, but grew up
in Dhaka. He co-founded MAP, the
first co-operative photo agency in
Bangladesh, of which he is still an
integral member. His first book of
black and white photographs, Our
World: Women in Bangladesh was
published in Dhaka in 2000. He
divides his time between Bangla-
desh and Nepal.

Monsoon is "a beautiful and
inspiring treasure of a book", and it
ought to be a matter of great honour
and celebration for the writer
Sudeep Sen that it is endorsed
boldly in the beginning by the 1992
Nobel Prize winning poet Derek
Walcott: "Atthe end of this sentence,
rain will begin”.

[Monsoon is available at
'‘Aranya’, 60 Kemal Ataturk Avenue
Banani.]
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