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RECOMMENDATIONSRECOMMENDATIONS

Australian Film 
Festival 
August 15 -16
Australian High Commission in 
Bangladesh hosts an Australian 
film festival on the occasion of the 
30th anniversary of diplomatic 
relations between Australia and 
Bangladesh. A total of ten films, of 
different lengths, will be screened 
at the British Council auditorium in 
the city. Free passes are available 
at the British Council office.

Art exhibition
August 2 -15
Artist Fakrul Islam holds a solo 
exhibition of his works at the gallery 
of Alliance Francaise, complete 
schedule of which will soon be 
announced. 'Art is the best way to 
express emotion, love and personal 
attitude of oneself'  says Fakrul.

S c u l p t u r e  
exhibition
August 12 - 28
A sculpture exhibition of artist 
Ferdousi Priyobhashini begins at 
Bengal art gallery at Dhanmondi in 
the city. The exhibition runs 
everyday and is open to all.

Children's art 
exhibition
August 9 -13
A children's art display starts at 
DRIK gallery in the city and 
continues everyday from 3 to 8 p.m. 
The exhibition titled 'Shishuder 
chokhey Bangladesh' is open to all.

Dance Festival
September 15 -17
A dance festival is to be organised 
by Nritya Dhara, a local dance 
institution, at the auditorium of 
Bangladesh National Museum at 
Shahbagh in the city that will be 
participated by over 100 danseuse 
from across the country including 
tribal performers from Marma, 
Santal, Pankho, Chakma and 
Manipuri communities. 

A seminar on the trend and 
status of Bangladeshi folk dance 
will also be held during the three-
day session that will be attended by 
reputed dance artists, instructors, 
critics and cultural personalities 
from across the country.

BTV 
12:00 p.m.  Opening 
12:10  News headline 
12:15  Patriotic songs 
12:20  Selected programs 
12:45  Azan 
1:00  News 
2:00  News headline 
2:20  Open University 
2:40  Health based program 
3:00  News 
3:05  Cartoon 
3:20  Sukhi paribaar 
3:40  Khelte khelte computer 
4:00  News headline 
4:05  Udvid O jibon 
4:30  Ajker shongbadpotrey 
4:35  Geet bitan 
5:00  News 
5:30  Cartoon 
6:00  News 
6:10  Angana 
6:35  Chittagong BTV 
7:00  News headline 
7:05  Prochesta 
7:30  Mati O Manush 
8:00  News 
8:30  Drama serial 
9:00  News headline 
9:05  Film songs 
9:30  Drama serial 
10:00  News at ten 
10:25  Drama serial 
11:00  Ujjibon 
11:30  Khabar / The News 
11:45  Closing

EKUSHEY 
12:00pm Ekushey Midday
12:30 Deho Tore
1:00  Ekushey Headlines
1:00 Expedition to the Animal 

Kingdom
1:30 Documentary Programmed: 

Japan Video Tropic
1:50 Classic Cartoons
2:10 Surer Prodeep
2:30 Drishti
3:00  Ekushey Headlines 
3:05   Drama Serial: 
3:30 Ebong Ranna
4:00 Surer Prodeep
4:30 Expedition to the Animal 

Kingdom 
5:00   Wildlife on One
5:30 Drishti
5:50 Ajker Potrikay
6:00 Ekushey Headlines
6:05 Classic Cartoons
6:30  Deshjure Songlap
6:55 Ekushey Headlines
7:00  Bolte Chai
7:30  Ekushey Shongbad
8:00 Ekushey News
8:05  Drama Serial: Bondhon
8:40 Ganer Hat
9:30 New Drama Serial: Kuriye 

Tumi Niyo
10:00 News: Simulcast From BTV
10:45 Chittrogetee
 11:00   Ekushey Late Night 

Shongbad
11:30 Sumprotique
12:00 Ekushey Headlines

CHANNEL-i 
7:10a.m.  Music Plus 
7:50  I Sports 
8:20  Drama serial 
8:50  Drama serial 
9:20  Benson & Hedges 

Star Search 
9:50  Documentary 
10:20  Goto saatdeen 
10:50  Music Plus 
11:30  I Sports 
12:00p.m.  Drama serial 
12:30  Drama serial 
1:00  Benson & Hedges 

Star Search 
1:50  Bangla feature film 
5:05  Documentary 
5:40  Chithi pelaam 
6:10  Music Plus 
6:45  Songs 
7:15  Channel I News 
8:00  Songs 
8:30  Drama serial 
8:55  Ispahani I telequiz 
9:00  Channel I News 
9:30  Shongbadpotrey 

Bangladesh 
9:45  Channel I Mobile 

quiz 
9:50  Geet badya 
10:25  Ispahani I telequiz 
10:30  Channel I News 
11:15  Pepsi Live Concert 
11:25  Chithi pelaam 
12:00  Channel I News

ATN BANGLA
5:30 Islamic Prog
7:00 Musical porg. : ATN 

Music
7:30 Musicla prog : Music 

Time
8:00 ATN Bangla News
8:25 Mage Serial : Mohine
9:00 Computer Based 

prog : ATN Compure 
Projukte

9:35 Drama : Samporko
10:50 Drama : Kayokjon 

Aporade
11:15 Bengali feature film : 

Nupur
12:00 ATN Bangla News
6:07 Health care prog : 

Sustha Thakun
6:45 Film song's prog : 

Surchobi
7:00 ATN Bangla Evening 

News
7:35 Drama Serial : Nonte 

Fante
8:10 Talk show : Face to 

Face
8:45 Drama Serial : 

Parenote
9:20 Musical prog : Music 

Time
10:00 ATN Bangla News
10:35 Drama Serial : 

Kayokjon Aporade
11:15 Bengali feature film : 

Janmo Theke Jalce
11:30 ATN Bangla News 

HBO

7:00 Death Wish II
8:45 Commandments
10:30 When Trumpets 

Fade
12:30 Night of the Creeps
2:15 Inferno
4:00 Hangman
6:00 US Seals
8:00 Final Voyage
10:00 Blues Brothers 2000
12:30 Dungeons & 

Dragons
2:45 Night of the Creeps
4:30 Final Voyage

STAR MOVIES
7:30 Hi Lo Country
9:30 Who Framed Roger 

Rabbit
11:30 Lip Service
1:30 Muse Hunt
3:30 Texas Chainsaw 

Massacre II
5:30 Alegria
7:30 Hearts of Fire: Two 

If By Sea
9:30 You Pick the Flick 

Com
11:30 Late Night Innings: 

Sister Act 2 

STAR  PLUS  
7:30   Hum Saath Aath 

Hain 
8:00   Aatma 
9:00 Hit Filmein Hit 

Sangeet
9:30   Fox Kids-Daily
10:10 Hit Geet
10:25 Kya Film Kya Geet
10:30 Small Wonder
11:30 Meri Saheli
12:00pm Shanti
12:30   Hit Filmein Hit 

Sangeet
1:00  Kaahin Kissii Roz
1:25 Film Toppers
1:30 Kahaani Ghar Ghar 

Kii
2:00   Bhabhi 
2:30   Kyunki  Saas  Bhi  

Kabhi  Bahu  Thi  
3:00   Shagun 
3:30   Kasautii Zindagii Kay  
4:00  Kumkum 
4:30   Kabhii Sautan Kabhii 

Sahelii  
5:00   Kora Kagaz 
5:30   Hit Filmein Hit 

Sangeet
6:00   Small  Wonder  
6:30   Fox  Kids  Daily 
7:20 Aaj Ki Baat 
7:25 Kya Film Kay Geet
7:30   Kumkum-Pyara Sa 

Bandhan
7:55 Film Toppers
8:00   Hum Saath Aath 

Hain  
8:30   Kalash
9:00  Kasautii Zindagii Kay 
9:30   Kehta Hai Dil
10:30   Kahaani  Ghar  Ghar  

Kii  
11:00   Kyunki  Saas  Bhi  

Kabhi  Bahu  Thi  
11:30   Kaahin Kissii Roz
12:00 Film Toppers
12:05 Aaj Ki Baat

STAR GOLD
7:00 Beet Bahar
7:30 Teesri Kasam
11:00 Bollywood Beats
11:30 Bandhan Kuchchey 

Dhaagon Ka
3:00 Geet Bahar
3:30 Independence Week 

Spl Samadhi
7:00 Bollywood Beats
7:30 Nature Fresh Rang 

Birangi Hamrahi
11:00 Inteha Pyar Ki

STAR WORLD 
7:00 The Oprah Winfrey 

Show
8:00 Da Vinci's Inquest 
9:00 JAG 
10:00 The Pretender
11:00 The Oprah Winfrey 

Show 
12:00pm Law & Order 
1:00  Caroline In The City
1:30 The Bold & The 

Beautiful
2:00 Hollywood Squares
2:30 Family Ties
3:00 Baywatch 
4:00 The Simpsons
4:30 Cheers
5:00 Star News Asia
5:30  Frasier
6:00 The Drew Carey 

Show
6:30 Whose Line Is It 

Anyway
6:55 Star News Update
7:00 Ally McBeal

8:00 The Practice
9:00 Frasier
9:30 The Drew Carey 

Show
10:00 Whose Line Is It 

Anyway
10:30 Ally McBeal
11:30 The Practice

STAR NEWS
6:30am  News Hour
7:30 Breakfast News 

English
8:00 Breakfast News 

Hindi
8:30 Breakfast News 

English
9:00 Breakfast News 

Hindi
9:30 Star News English
10:00 Star News Hindi
10:30 Star News English 
11:00 Star News Hindi
11:30 Star News English
12:00pm Star News Hindi
12:30 Star News English
1:00 Star News Hindi
1:30 Star News English
2:00 Star News Hindi
6:30 Bollywood News
7:00 Star Bazaar Hindi
7:30 Saat Baje Hindi 
8:00 Star Khel
8:30 Tonight At 8
9:00 Star Samachar 
9:30 Star News English 
10:00 Star Business News
10:30 Star Newshour
11:30 Star News English
12:00am Sports Tonight

CHANNEL [V]
7:30 Hit Machine 
8:00 [V] Back To Back
8:30 [V] Jumpstart

9:30 [V] Hit Machine
10:00 [V] Back to Back
10:30 [V] Hit Machine
11:00 [V] Back to Back
11:30 Hit Machine
12:00 [V] Zabardast Hits
12:30 [V] Jungli Jukebox
1:00 [V] FDFS
1:30 [V] Hit Machine
2:00 [V] Zabardast Hits
2:30 Coke [V] Popsters
3:00 [V]Zabardast Hits
3:30 [V] Back To Back
4:00 [V] Hit Machine
4:30 [V] Hotline
5:30 Very [V]
6:30 Ctrl [V]
7:00 [V] Back to Back
7:30 [V] Hit Machine
8:00 [V] Zabardast Hits
8:30 [V] Colossal Chaos 

Coutdown
9:00 [V] Zabardast Hits
9:30 [V] Jungli Jukebox
10:00 [V] FDFS
10:30 [V] Hit Machine
11:00 Late Night [V]
11:30 [V] Rewind
12:00 [V] Men's Room

NATIONAL 
GEOGRAPHIC
7:30 Nat Geo Max
8:30 Sci-Files
9:30 People & Places
10:30 Dogs with Jobs
11:00 Human Edge
11:30 On the Edge
12:30 People of the BAM
10:30 Dogs With Jobs
2:00 Wild
2:30 Nat Geo Max
3:30 Sci-Files

4:30 People & Places
5:30 On Assignment
6:00 Mission Wild
6:30 Digs With Jobs
7:00 Earth Pulse
7:30 On the Edge
8:30 Dogs With Jobs
9:00  Wild
9:30 Nat Geo Max
10:30 Sci-Files
11:30 People & Places 

HALL MARK
6:00 Walter and Henry 
8:00 My Louisiana Sky
10:00 Second Sight 
11:00 Chance of Snow
1:00 Touched by an Angel 
2:00 Sesame Street
3:00 Scholastic Clifford
3:30 Caillou
4:00 Second Sight
5:00 Star Trek: Voyager
6:00 Touched by an Angel
7:00 Journey of the Heart
9:00 Star Trek : Voyager
10:00 Ruby's Bucket of Blood

ZEE NEWS
6:30 Bulletin
7:00 RPT
7:30 Bulletin
10:00 RPT
10:30 Bulletin
12:00 RPT
12:30 Bulletin
12:57 Manoranjan
1:00 RPT
1:30 Beyond Headlines
2:00 Bulletin
2:57 Manoranjan
3:00 Bulletin
4:00 RPT
4:30 Bulletin

4:57 Manoranjan
5:00 RPT
5:30 Bulletin
6:00 RPT
6:30 Zee Business 
6:57 Manoranjan
7:00 Bulletin
7:30 News At 7
8:00 Zee Business
8:30 News At 8
9:00 Metro News
9:30 News At 9
10:00 Prime Time 
10:30 ISS Waqt
11:00 Din Bhar
11:30 World View
11:57 Manoranjan

ALPHA TV 
BANGLA
7:00 Shyaola
7:30 Aalaap Bengali Spi
8:00 Purobi Bngla
8:30 Gaan Unltd
9:10 Bharat Bhraman
9:30 Talk Jhaal Misti
10:00 Googly
10:30 Mathe Maidane
11:00 Bideshini Bodhu
11:30 Gaan Unltd
12:00 Chokh
12:30 Chena Mukher Shari
1:00 Nayantara
1:30 Ek Akasher Niche
2:00 Pratibimba
2:30 Sapath Nilam
5:00 Gaan unltd.
5:30 Ingit
6:00 News in Bengali
6:30 Bideshini Bodhu
7:00 Shyaola
7:30 Bichtra
8:00 Pratibimba
8:30 Ek Akasher Niche
9:10 Chena Mukher Shari
9:50 Chokh
10:30 News in Bengali
11:00 Ingit
11:30 Nayantara
12:00 Shyaola

ZEE ENGLISH
6:00 Benny Hill Show
6:30 Capitol
7:00 Family Pride
7:30 Heartbreak High
8:30 Benny Hill Show
9:00 Three's Company
9:30 Kete & Allie
10:00 For Your Love
10:30 Homicide-Life on the 

Street
11:30 Full House
12:00 Fresh Prince of Bel Air
12:30 Veronica's Closet
1:00 Royal Canadian Air 

Farce
1:30 Benny Hill Show
2:00 Three's Company
2:30 Friends
3:00 Seinfeld
3:30 Homicide-Life on the 

Street
4:30 Suddenly Susan

5:00 Mad About You
5:30 Heartbreak High
6:30 Full House
7:00 Living Single 
7:30 Seinfeld
8:00 Three's Company
8:30 Fresh Prince of Bel Air 
9:00 Suddenly Susan
9:30 Veronica's Closet
10:00 Mad About You
10:30 Seinfeld
11:00 Friends
11:30 ER

ZEE MGM
6:30 Doctor in the House 
9:00 Black Narcissus
11:30 Doctor in Trouble
2:00 Viper
4:30 Why Me? 
7:00 Badlanders
9:30 Meatballs 4

ZEE CINEMA
7:30 Pyaari Behna
10:30 Basant Bahar (Bharat 

Bhushan)
1:30 Kasak (Rishi Kapoor, 

Neelam)
6:00 Nadiya Ke Paar 

(Sachin, Sadhana 
Singh) 

10:00 Tezaab (Anil Kapoor, 
Madhuri Dixit)

ZEE MUSIC
 7:30        Sizzlers
8:00 Zee Music Box
8:30 Tara Rum 
9:00 Hit Pe Hit
10:30 Hit Mix 
11:00 Zee Music Plus
12:00 Artist of the Fortnight
12:30 Hit Pe Hit
1:30 Zee Music Box
3:30 Jharokha
2:30 Tara Rum 
3:30 Just Jammin
4:00 Zee Music Box
5:00 Dil Se
5:30 Hit Mix
6:00 Zee Music Plus
7:00 Dil Se
7:30 Zee Music Box
8:30 Zee Music.com
9:30 Sizzlers 
10:00 Artist of the Fortnight
10:30 Jharokha
11:00 Zee Music Box
11:30 Phoren Maal

ZEE TV
6:00 Yaadon Ke Pal
6:30 Bhakti Bhav
7:00 Yoga For Life
7:30 Jagran
7:50 Zee Gym & Eat 

Healthy
8:20 News
8:30 Ardhangini
8:45 Yaadein Radio Ceyion 

Ki
9:00 Nickelodeon on Zee
9:30 Nick On Zee
10:30 Hum Paanch
11:00 Hudd Kar Di

12:00 Justujoo
12:30 TuKahe Agar 
1:00 Love Marriage
1:30 Koi Apna Sa
2:00 Kammal
2:30 Gharana
3:00 Mandi
6:30 Nickeldeon on Zee
7:00 Nickeldeon 
8:00 Kitne Kool Hain Hum
8:30 Kammal
9:00 Mehndi Tere Naam Ki
9:30 Niilaam Ghar  Bid Bid 

Boom
10:00 Koi Apna Sa
10:30 Love Marriage 
11:00 Tu Kahe Agar
11:30 Gharana
12:00 Yeh Dil Kya Kare

DISCOVERY
7:30 Zookeepers
8:00 Vets in Practice
8:30 Wild Discovery
9:30  Lonely Planet V 
10:30  New Detectives
11.30 Crime Night 
12:30 Alternative Uncovered 
1:30 Wild Discovery
2:30 Zookeepers
3:00 Vets in Practice 
3:30 Born Winners
4:00 I Love My Music
4:30 Trail Blazers
5:30 Lonely Planet V 
6:30 Zookeepers
7:00 Vets in Practice
7:30 Wild Discovery
8:30 New Detective
9:30 Crime Night
10:30 Wings 
11:30 Martial Arts

ANIMAL 
PLANET
7:00 Animal Doctor II
7:30 Animal X 
8:00 The Aquanauts 
8:30 Animal Planet Safari  
9:30 Wednesday Wilder-

ness
11:00 Nick's Quest
11:30 Shark Gordon
12:00 Zoo 
12:30 Animal Doctor II
1:00 Vet's School
1:30 Wild Rescues I 
2:00 Killing For A Living
3:00 Animal Planet Safari
4:00 Animal Doctor II
4:30 Wednesday Wilder-

ness
6:00 Crocodile Hunter  
7:00 Zoo 
7:30 Animal X
8:00 Animal Planet Safari 
9:00 The Trials of Life 
10:00 Animal Doctor II
10:30 Wednesday Wilder-

ness 
12:00 Crocodile Hunter 

TV GUIDE

PICK OF THE DAYTODAY'S HIGHLIGHTS

Blues Brothers 2000 
On HBO at 10:00 p.m. 
The now-brother less Ellwood Blues is finally out of 
prison, attempting to reunite the old band and find a 
few new partners in crime. In this sequel to the 
original Blue Brothers comedy/musical, Ellwood 
battles the Chicago police, sings and dances his way 
out of numerous sticky situations, and manages to 
get the old band on the road for a hair-raising adven-
ture.

BTV: 7:30 p.m. Mati O Manush. Probably 
the best and the oldest of all agro-based 
television programs, Mati O Manush 
highlights on all possible issues, topics, 
species and procedures of the agriculture. 
The program helps both rural and suburban 
farmers and also project owners of various 
agricultural, poultry and fishery based farms 
across the country.

STAR MOVIES: 5:30 p.m. Tank girl. In the 
year 2033, an evil dictator hoards water in 
the Australian desert until a spunky, punky 
girl steals a tank and joins up with an army of 
mutant kangaroo men to restore justice. Tank 
Girl is based on the action-packed comic 
book by Alan Martin and Jamie Hewlett. The 
alternative soundtrack features Belly, Bj÷
rk, Devo, Hole, Ice-T, Iggy Pop, L7, Stomp, 
and Veruca Salt, and the riotous cast 
includes Iggy, Ann Magnuson, and Malcolm 
McDowell.

CULTURE DESK

UDIENCE present at the 

A auditorium of Russian 
C u l t u r a l  c e n t e r  a t  

Dhanmondi in the city yesterday 
evening, watched the premier show 
of 'Abhijatra', a video production of 
Steps Towards Development that 
depicted the physical and psycho-
logical repression and trauma 
experienced by females of our 
society at various stages of their 
lives, from the male dominated 
quarters. The film lasted for 41 
minutes.

As the synopsis unfolded, 
Reshmi, a pre-adolescent girl of the 
rural Bengal appeared on the screen 
who represented millions of others of 
her age and status across the country 
who have been falling prey to 
clutches of ill-quarters those who 
have been in constant search for 
females only to turn women into 
objects of covetous desire. Reshmi 
spent days of innocent childhood with 
her parents and a younger brother 
but ultimately failed to comply with 
the negative demands of the society. 
Reshmi during the course of her pre-
teen years witnessed the paroxysm 
and brutal sufferings of a couple of 
other young women and thus dis-
played a kind of withdrawal from the 
social community. She suffered from 
mental imbalance and her state of 
mind produced some inevitable and 
negative impact on the family and the 
surroundings. Her hopes and aspira-
tions finally faded and got lost forever. 

But this has not been common in 
every other case. Sometimes, the 
point of no return compelled one to 
stand up with courage and determi-
nation against exploitation, abuse 
and torture. 

Video 

A reflection of 
social ailment 
Steps Towards Development 
screens premier of Abhijatra 
in the city that rightfully 
condemns female repression 

HARUN UR RASHID

A
panoramic image of the 
country through an exhibi-
tion of paintings by young 

artists was presented at  Drik Gal-
lery. Entitled 'Shishu Kishorder 
Chokhe Bangladesh 2002' (Bangla-
desh 2002 in the Eyes of Children), 
the exhibition of some sixty works 
was inaugurated on August 9, by 
J a h a n a r a  A b e d i n ,  w i f e  o f  
Shilpacharjya Zainul Abedin, and 
continued up to August 13. Artist Abu 
Salim, the founder teacher of Imagi-
nations, 'an art school for imagina-
tive minds,' organized the exhibition, 
in which his students had partici-
pated. 

In an unostentatious opening 
ceremony , Poet Shamsur Rahman, 
Artist Hashem Khan, Professor 
Anisuzzaman were present along 
with Jahanara Abedin. They all 
praised and encouraged such 
initiative, which would enable chil-
dren to express their thoughts and 
messages regarding the country. In 
his speech, Shamsur Rahman 
expressed his keen eagerness to 
watch the young artists' works, as he 
found similarity between himself and 
the artists, both of whom draw 
imageshimself with words, whereas 
the artists with colours. 

Artist Hashem Khan drew atten-
tion to the recurring failures of the 
elders, and contrasted it with the 
glorious achievements of the coun-
try's young generation in many fields 
both at home and abroad. He also 
pointed to the contribution of Zainul 
Abedin and Rokunuzzaman Khan 
'Dada Bhai' to the establishment of 
children's artistic expression in 
different media. 

In her inaugural  speech, 
Jahanara Abedin reminisced about 
her observation of Zainul Abedin's 
habitual characteristics regarding 
painting. She also said that she 
would rather  see the works of the 
young artists as they themselves 
saw them.

 In the exhibit a whole world of 
colours and forms, ideas and view-
points emerged before the  specta-
tors. Not an aspect of Bangladesh 
could be singled out that did not 

have its place among the paintings. 
Subjects included: lives of people 
both in rural and urban settings, as 
well as from different professions, 
tribal life in the Hill Tracts, the Free-
dom Fight of 1971, wildlife, scenic 
beauty in different seasons, culture 
and heritage in Bangladesh, child 
labour, terrorism and drugs addic-
tion, acid violence and victimisation 
of the women, pollution-free envi-
ronment, and still life.

The works displayed well the 
distinct characteristics and style of 
these young artists. Their viewpoints 
and treatment of the subjects, their 
choice of colours, and their imagina-
tive ways of presenting their ideasall 
assuringly promise some future 
gifted genius.

There were two paintings on the 
Liberation War of Bangladesh by 
Farah Majid Purna and Quazi 
Faheemum Huq. Thirteen year -old 
Purna captured a brief moment of an 
operation, in which a Pakistani 
gunboat was shown attacked and 
destroyed by the "Mukt ish-
enas".Purn's setting of the picture 
had   superb contrast of colours 
presenting the destruction of the 
gunboat, leading up to the approach 
of victory and the birth of Bangla-
desh. Faheem, 13, however, pres-
ents the grim genocide and the 
heinous mastermind of it, General 

Yahia. His use of colours like yellow, 
green and red instantly fills the 
viewer with a sad memory of the 
holocaust. Faheem's inclusion of 
Artist Quamrul Hasan's famous 
poster of  the cartoon on Yahia  in his 
work surely conveyed  more hatred .

The natural beauty of Bangla-
desh in different seasons found 
expression in quite a number of 
works. Rafsun Jani's pastel-work 
titled Nature had striking warmth of 
bright colours for the subject. The 
sun emitting glowing yellow light, 
and the clear blue sky, presented 
gentle aspect of Nature. Adib 
Musfakim Khan, 12, had focused on 
two lone king-storks facing each 
other against the background of an 
overcast sky as a  nor'wester was 
about to strike . Suria Ahmed, 15, 
another nature-lover, had drawn a 
rather ordinary scene water-colour a 
rather down to earth scene, in which 
people are busy in their daily 
workfarmers engaged in cultivating, 
a boat plying in a river that is flowing 
by a village. What was striking about 
the picture was that it had gained a 
beauty of its own by the artistic 
strokes and mingling of colour that 
the artist had employed. Obviously, 
Suria had an innate sense that helps 
her discover beauty even out of the 
most commonplace.

Suria's use of mingling of colours 

was found, in mature and meaning-
ful level, in another of her watercol-
our title, Victim. The subject there 
was of very grave naturethe victimi-
sation of women in society; and 
Suria's presentation of it showed her 
true concern for it. A woman's figure 
was shown on the left of the picture, 
whose blurry unidentifiable face 
implied 'the universal woman.' On 
the right was a patch of colours 
among which red and green were 
more prominent. And colours were 
not just something beautiful but had 
their own meaning: the blue sari of 
the woman was symbolic of the calm 
and serene nature of women, 
whereas red and green were colours 
of anger, hatred and assault directed 
by society at women.

  The theme of women's victimi-
sation in form of acid violence was 
the subject of two other paintings in 
the exhibition. Sumaiya Nawshin 
Khan (15) had drawn in pastel a 
female face and in pencil sketch 
another face that was covered by 
the palms of the woman. The con-
trast was clearly between the two 
phases in the woman's life: the 
colourful face represented the 
joyous phase, while the gray pencil-
sketched one implied the fading 
away of beauty and honour after 
victimisation.

Shahrin Mahfuza (16) had also 
presented a similar treatment of the 
subject, except that she had divided 
one face into the two representative 
halves, and that she has used pastel 
and pencil in an opposite manner to 
that of Sumaiya. As a result, in her 
work the viewer had to face the 
cruelty and horror of acid violence in 
a more direct way.

 Apart from paintings in different 
media, a mural of bits of coloured 
paper, done by 11 year-old Arittro 
Noor, attracted the viewers' atten-
tion. Entitled Village, the mural 
showed promising talents.

The exhibition greatly added to 
the spectators' experience of art, 
and gave another opportunity to 
evaluate our children's thoughts and 
talents. It is only expected that there 
will be many more such exposures 
of children's talents in future.  

Exhibition

Colours and Strokes
Young artists express ideas about the country 
through their paintings  at Drik Gallery

CULTURE DESK

E W  w r i t e r s ,  w h o  

N attended the workshop 
and poetry reading, 

seemed sensitive and keen to the 
events and occurrences around 
them. Their poems talk about 
Bangladesh, but the perspective 
is new, they see with an eye unbi-
ased and feel with their heart. " 
Pen and Poets", a country-wide 
poetry competition for young 
poets writing in English, was 
organised by the English Club of 
North South University a few days 
ago. A two-hour long workshop 
was offered to the participants 
who had submitted their poems . 
The well-known poet Kaiser Haq 
conducted the workshop. A prize 
giving ceremony was held after 
that. Professor Fakrul Alam, 
eminent translator and essayist, 
distributed prizes among the three 
poets who had been  selected by 
the three-member panel of 
judges.

A good number of entries were 
received by members of the 
English Club and were sent to the 
judges for the selection of the best 
from the short listed poets. The 
three-member panel of judges 
included Professor Kaiser Haq, 
Department of English, University 
of Dhaka; Professor Harun-ur-
Rashid, Department of English, 
North South University; and 
Professor Khaliquz-zaman Elias, 
Department of English, North 
South University. The focus was 
on new and young writers. The 
participants had to meet two 
requirements for entering the 
competition, the submitted poems 
had to fall in the limit of 100 to 300 
words and the  poets had to be   
between the  age limit of 16 to 25 .        

In the workshop Kaiser Haq  
talked about poems that are 

considered to be inspirational for 
new poets. The making of a good 
piece of writing and the methods 
of editing were discussed in the 
workshop. The workshop was 
participated by more than twenty 
young writers. 

The English Club [TEC] is the 
literary voice of North South 
University. It is a relatively new 
face amidst the clubs of NSU.  
The workshop was designed to 
bring young poets from different 
institutions and show the various 
aspects of modern poetry. The 
1st, 2nd & 3rd winners of the 
poetry contest, the  special part of 
the occasion, will have their 
poems published in the club's 
journal "English Matters", a regu-
lar publication that came out first 
and now is the foremost journal of 
the NSU.

The downpour of lyrical lines 
and striking images, in English, 
proved again that the energy of 
Bangladeshis writing in English 
was never exhausted though the 
pioneer Poet Madhusudan, a 
colossus in Bangla literature, had 
to retreat from the literary land-
scape of nineteenth century 
England. Time has changed, and 
South Asain writers writing in 
English have got a huge reader 
market both in UK and the US. 
Bangladeshis write in Bangla and 
English frequently, they used to 
write in Persian and Urdu ones. 
An excellent blend of races and 
cultures has enriched this soil 
from years.  Now days an increas-
ing number of writers are trying 
their hands in writing English 
fiction and English poetry. Kaiser 
Haq, a Bangladeshi poet writing in 
English, is now one of the most 
glowing figures in the firmament of 
postcolonial literature. 

Poetry

Rhythmic lines and 
enthusiastic writers
English Club (NSU) organizes 
poetry competition
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