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RECOMMENDATIONS

Australian Film

Festival

August16-17

Australian High Commission in
Bangladesh hosts an Australian
film festival on the occasion of the
30th anniversary of diplomatic
relations between Australia and
Bangladesh. A total of ten films, of
different lengths, will be screened
at the British Council auditorium in
the city. Free passes are available
atthe British Council office.

Art exhibition
August2-15

Artist Fakrul Islam holds a solo
exhibition of his works at the gallery
of Alliance Francaise, complete
schedule of which will soon be
announced. 'Art is the best way to
express emotion, love and personal
attitude of oneself' says Fakrul.

Sculpture
exhibition
August12-18

A sculpture exhibition of artist
Ferdousi Priyobhashini begins at
Bengal art gallery at Dhanmondi in
the city. The exhibition runs
everyday andisopentoall.

Children's art
exhibition

August9-13

A children's art display starts at
DRIK gallery in the city and
continues everyday from 3to 8 p.m.
The exhibition titled 'Shishuder
chokhey Bangladesh'is opentoall.

Dance Festival
September15-17

A dance festival is to be organised
by Nritya Dhara, a local dance
institution, at the auditorium of
Bangladesh National Museum at
Shahbagh in the city that will be
participated by over 100 danseuse
from across the country including
tribal performers from Marma,
Santal, Pankho, Chakma and
Manipuri communities.

A seminar on the trend and
status of Bangladeshi folk dance
will also be held during the three-
day session that will be attended by
reputed dance artists, instructors,
critics and cultural personalities
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Chateaubriand's search for the Romantic imagination

Poster exhibit and films on Chateaubriand at Alliance Francaise in the city

FAYzA HAQ

N eye-catching and

scholarly poster exhibition

on the famous writer,
politician and firebrand, vicomte
Francois-Auguste-Rene
Chateaubriand, is being held at the
Alliance Francaise from 9" to 30" of
August to illustrate his life and his
works. The Association pour la
Diffusion Pour la Penser Francaise
(ADPF) has presented this. The 21
items presents the display on the
occasion on the 200" anniversary of
the publication of one of his books
called "Le Genie du Christianisme
"(The Genius of Christianity) which
was published in 1802. At the same
time all the books of Chateubriand
that are available at the Alliance
Francaise library of his
contemporary situation as well as
the history of the period when he
was writing, specially the First
Empire , specially Napoleon
Bounaparte and also about the
French policy during his time as he
was the French Foreign Minister
from 1822-1824.The third part
comprises the video screening of

roles during his time. In one of them
is that he brought about the birth of
the Romantic Movement in France.
He was the creator of one of the
main issues of the Romantics which
is the feeling of ennui and several
times in his work you will find words
like "l don't know what to do with the
time which passing by although | an
aware that time is passing. Melan-
cholia was also an integral part of
his work as he was greatly influ-
enced by the place he lived in i.e.
Combourg during his youth in a
medieval castle surrounded by the
dense woods with endless trees
and birds. This also developed his
passion for nature. There was his
place with the Romantic imagina-
tion and there was his penchant for
writing. His other aspect was that he
was his role as a flamboyant politi-
cal figure as he was the French
ambassador to Germany, the
Vatican and UK.

In his writings Chateaubriand
wished to denounce the philosophy
of Ecole de Lumiere which Rous-
seau and Voltaire. He considered
them as the initiator of the revolu-
tion, which is true. However, he

F

A scene from a film based on Chateaubriand's time, "La Nuit de Varennes"
which will be screened atthe Alliance Francaise

the dealings of his period such a the
French Revolution, the fall of Louis
XV1 which brought about the end of
the French monarchy with movies
like "La nuit de Varennes" which
deals with the flight of Louis XV
when he was trying to leave France
to escape the revolutionists and his
consequential destiny. Ettore
Scola, an Italian, directs this film.
Chateubriand played several

wanted to denounce the ferocity of
the violence during the revolution
against Louis XV1. He was the
witness of the scenes at the begin-
ning of the revolution and one of the
first scenes that he related them in
his work such as seeing a head cut
off by the mob at the end of a spike.
This made him denounce the furies,
which brought in the revolution.
Another motivation in his work is the

Francois-Auguste-Rene
Chateaubriand

publication of his book "The Genius
of Christianity". He wanted, at a
certain time, to denounce the pro-
cess by which the churches were
demolished because of the collu-
sion between the State and the
Church. Once Napoleon Bonaparte
wanted to renew the relationship of
the relationship with the Church to
make himself more powerful and
secure, Chateaubriand decided to
write a book about Christianity in
which he wanted to give his own
opinion that Christianity was a way
of a possibility for the facilitation of
the creation of creation of stimula-
tion of art work. The book came out
at the time that Napoleon
Bonaparte wanted to strengthen his
relationship with the Church. The
friendship between Bonaparte and
Chateaubriand. Then came an
episode that Bonaparte decided to
duc D'engien so that then friendship
with Chateaubriand and Bonaparte
was over as there was no ftrial of
judgement before the duke's death.
As a consequence his position was
secure no more.

Chateaubriand's most famous
book is "Memoires d'outre Tombe"
("Memoires from Beyond the Tomb"
) which was published posthu-
mously is his most famous writing
along with the other book men-

tioned earlier. It deals with the
Revolution of 1797 and later on he
wrote a book called "Atala" which
had immediate success, combined
the simplicity of the classical with
the more recent beauty of the
Romantics. It is an emotional sur-
vey of world history.

The poster exhibition of
Chateaubriand delineates his
works as well as his life which
explains the reason why he has
written what at which time such as
the Revolution and how he wanted
to denounce the philosophy de
Lumiere or even his writing of " The
Genius of Christianity". He was
around the time from before Victor
Hugo and was well known in Europe
and USA as he had a remarkable
political career. The title of one of
the posters is "Chateaubriand
1768-1848, Temoin, Penseur,

Acteur" (Witness, actor and thinker

of his time) as he played different
roles during his time. There is a
general poster describing him as a
writer, political actor etc. There is
another describing him as a foreign
minister firing his books through a
canon, which is an illusion to his
relationship with Napoleon
Bonaparte at a certain time. At the
same time he supported monarchy
when monarchy wanted to come
into power again.

There is then the illustration of
Combourg where he spent his time.
He was the first writer of the French
Romantics although his environ-
ment was not a castle from the
Romantic period. There is another
poster with his parents and sister
delineating the manner in which he
spent his evenings with reading and
lectures. Between 1786 and 1891
Chateaubriand went to Paris sev-
eral times as he wanted to work for

A poster on melancholia, an integral part of Chateaubriand's work

the foreign ministry connected with
the court and so he tried to
approach people who would give
him some position in the French
foreign ministry. Thus in one poster
we see the pomp and pageantry
royalty with all its glamour in Paris
including the king. There are ladies
in their traditional gowns included in
the delineation. We see Marshal
Duras introducing him to the king. At
this point his comment was, "Now |
was so near to the king that I real-
ized how easy it was to have access
to him not realizing that six years
later his head was toroll.

Again, there is a poster showing
his relationship with Napoleon. At
the beginning they were like friends
and Chateaubriand wrote the right
books for the right time. When
Napoleon killed the duc D'engien,
he was not at all pleased with this ,
here he is denouncing all that Napo-
leon had done and here we have the
French retreat from Russia in
November 1812 where the miseries
of the soldiers are described when

The castle in which Chateaubriand grew up

they were compelled to even eating
their own horses to survive. This is
there in "Memoires D'autre
Tombes". Yet again there is a poster
dedicated to the topic of love where
Chateaubriand as he was very
successful with ladies and they
helped him with his career and also
in a financial way to come out of
awkward situations. Madame
Recamier, his last love, inspired him
in writing the "Memoires..." is also
presented in the charts. He trav-
elled a lot through his work in the
foreign ministry. The posters bring
in the people of Venice dressed in a
Romantic manner and the Red
Indians of America are also seen
with their beautiful squaws.

Seeing the poster exhibition
enlightens one in one of the truly
great Romantics of Europe. The
illustrations draw attention to the
writings that accompany them so
that they are a delight to view.
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