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RECOMMENDATIONS

Satranji display
August1-8

An exhibition of traditional Satranji
by eminent satranji maker and
promoter Shafiqul Alam Selim of
Karupannya, Rangpur, starts at
DRIK gallery at Dhanmondi in the
city and is open to all from 3 to 8
p.m. daily. Reputed performer
Asaduzzaman Noor M.P. inaugu-
rates the display while puppeteer
Saidul Haque Juise stays present
as special guest in the opening
ceremony.

Aquarium
Exhibition

August2-9

An exhibition of aquarium and
colourful tropical fish is currently

being held at the outlet of American
Aquarium Project at 22/2,
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The Daily Star

Harmony in stark black and white

Fokhrul Islam's solo exhibition held at the Alliance Francaise in the city

FAYZA HAQ

F OKHRUL Islam, who has
studied in China and has had
exhibitions in Chua Gallery, Tokyo,
Japan and will hold another atBirla,
Kolkata India, holds his fourth solo
exhibit of paintings at the Alliance
Francaise.

In his black and white creations
Fokhrul has brought in nature and
the environment around him in
terms of pure abstraction. Fokhrul
objects to the terminology "abstract"
for his group. He prefers the word
non-figurative for his work although
he aims to catch what is within the

has influenced his work. He has
tried to bring in elements of beauty
in plants and animals, focusing on
details and has also suggested
abstracted ideas such as love and
hate. Fokhrul says, "Even the ingre-

Sonargaon road at Hatirpool
(beside Eastern Plaza) in the city
that displays and sells aquariums
and fishes of a wide range. The
show continues everyday from 10
a.m.to10p.m.

Art exhibition
August2-15

Artist Fakrul Islam holds a solo
exhibition of his works at the gallery
of Alliance Francaise, complete
schedule of which will soon be
announced. 'Art is the best way to
express emotion, love and personal
attitude of oneself' says Fakrul.

Children's

painting

July 22-August8

Entitled Wasserwelten (Water world),
an exhibition of paintings done by
children from the schools of 'Shilpi
Sultan Pathshala’ and 'Surovi' of
Dhaka, takes place at Goethe Institut
in the city from 2 p.m. to 8 p.m.
everyday except on Fridays and
general holidays.

Telefilm

August7

Premier of telefilm 'Devdas' will be
held from 7 p.m. at TAl KING
Chinese restaurant at New Eskaton
(near Maghbazar) in the city. The
event will also  host muharat
ceremony of Lajja, a telefilm.

human mind and within the appar-
ent beauty of nature in his paintings.
He uses white as it stands for all
colours in his mind while black
stands for their negation as far as he
is concerned and he has brought in
elements of landscape such as
rivers, ponds, leaves, insects and
plumes of birds and skins of animals
in his paintings. He likes to paint
nature as he remembers from his
childhood as it takes him away from
the humdrum of city life. He loves
voyaging over rivers and that also

dients of politics have flavoured my
work as mankind cannot ignore his
surroundings. While working, | even
keep my religion in mind. If my work
touches your heart in even the
slightest way I'm contended.”

All the paintings have been
labelled as "Image". In one you see
a round shape that is divided in the
centre and has colours falling from it
in shades of white with dots of black
and on top there is a sunburst is
white on a background of black. In
another painting we see geometri-
cal forms of rectangles, lines and
triangles put together to forms
almost a shape of a flower that is
floating on water. This is in beige,
black, gray while the background is
a shade of gray with dots scattered
all through the space. There are
more scattered bits and the subject
ison arectangular form.

Another painting presents a
large sweep of pale beige with line
formations on it which breaks the
long sweep of the rectangle and
shades of black, gray and sketches
on it. The backdrop is brownish
black. In the next one we se a shape
like a meteor in a disc formation with
planets in a ring from around it. It is
itself U-shaped with little dots and
hazy curled lines on it .It is beige,
white , black, gray with a backdrop
of black, gray with lines that you can
detect in the dark hues. In image
brings in lines that you see at night
or it could be an old dilapidated
fence and this is in beige and sepia
with dark outlines. The lines form
long rectangles while the back-
ground is brown and dark. There are
some dots in the forefront. In
another painting the artist presents

a long panel that has little dots of
black on a beige and black back-
ground and in the centre a rectan-
gular form which has more rectan-
gular forms all along it in very dark
brown outlined with beige and
encircled with gray dots. This could
be a piece of lava or a piece of land
or acollection of stagnant water.

Jin another painting we see
shades of gray, green, beige ,and
brown falling from the top to the
bottom . It is conical at the top and
more rectangular at the bottom. Like
so many of his paintings, it has dots
all over, less on top than the middle
so that it appears gray on top so that
you get the effect of a cluster of bees
on a bee hive. There are more such
clusters at the back. This could be
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the bark of a tree with insects gath-
ering on it in a horde. It could even
be an old wall covered with growth
like lichens. In yet another image we
see forms of beige falling down, with
touches of white and black , with
lines, sketches, dots and geometri-
cal forms. It is pale at the top and
darker at the bottom while gray and
black around the centre portions .
Despite the dark hues you can
detect the dots and the crisscross-
ing horizontal and rectangular lines

see a swirl of lines one merging into
another forming what appears at

In another painting one gets the
effect of a swing and this has dots

held within the sweeps of dark

shades.

Again an "Image" presents a
creation in beige and gray with

vertical lines going through a circu-
lar image with dots of black, lines of
very deep brown, with a background
of gray and black with shadows of
gray and white in white. In another of
Fokhrul's paintings we see a sooth-
ing form, in which the upper portion
has been left white while the lower
area is gray, and black and in the
centre we see artist's favourite
crisscrossing lines , dots along with
them in shades of gray and beige.
In another such image , made by by
horizontal and vertical intersecting
lines are more dots and dashes on
the horizontal bar that has gone
through the centre of the paper.
There are tiny dots of different sizes
and shapes over the white.

There are more such images in
the same vein. In one we see bars of
rectangles ,which are presented in
horizontal and vertical positions .
Once again they are in shades of
beige and gray , crossed, dotted ,
smirches , splashes of brown with
brown and gray at the back and
touches of white in the foreground.
Here, yet again, one can stand
before the painting and dream of
whatever one wanted to and let the
shapes take wings of imagination.
Furthermore, we have portions of a
mass which has been divided into
rectangular shapes, some being put
diagonally and others in upright
rectangular forms which have
intersecting lines, dots, blotches,
contained within brown, black and
sepia backdrop. On top there are
more dark sweeps while at the
bottom are layers of white strokes to
provide contrast.

In another such an "Image" we
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first glance to be a picture from outer
space. The upper portion is left stark
white while the lower section is
black and white. Another image has
once more a twirling, swirling and

and crisscrossing gliding lines
which go to form the intriguing
shape. As the lines travel from left to
right, there is a simplified crescent
shape . The upper section is again

in shades of gray at the bottom and
sepia while the top portion is left
bare. In another creation we see a
similar form with gliding lines that
create a swing-like subject with the
artist's infatuation for dots and lines .

Despite limiting himself to two
basic colours, Fokhrul has done a
good job with his non figurative
creations . His favourite artist is
Monirul Islam and we see influence
of that artist's work in his paintings
too. Among women painters, he
admires Naima Haq, who too uses
lines and dots in her work and keeps
her forms to a minimal forms.
Fokhrul left China before complet-
ing his course as he felt that he was

gliding form so that it appears like
rotating disc and
touches of gray and beige while the
lines are in sepia with beige and
. At the bottom are
slashes of delicately outlined white
in dark brown and more gray.

some

brown dots

it has

stark white while the lower part has
black and beige smudges. Another
"Image" presents a rectangle, which
is almost like some pillar that is
about to be completed. Crisscross-
ing diagonal delicate lines move on

to another direction. This is couched

not forging ahead in that environ-
ment and his paintings are a suc-
cess in Japan which has gone into
non figurative work in a big way.

Telefilm

PHOTO: A.K.M. MOHSIN

Unit members and performers of telefilm 'Devdas' attend an introductory ceremony at a city restaurant on August 3
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