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Arejoinder

This is in reference to the letter "I
need a boss desperately Mr. Minis-
ter (August 2). To my utter dismay,
I'd like to state that | did not write any
such letter. Some body else has
written the letter using my name.
The content of the letter is baseless
and absolutely false. The writer has
written the letter quoting my name to
defame me for his personal gains.
Ghulam Sarwar

Deputy Director (Acting)

Civil Aviation Authority, Dhaka

The letter printed above used the
name and e-mail address of the
letter writer so The Daily Star had no
way of knowing otherwise even after
the usual checking.
-Editor

Congratulations
students

Thanks to the general students for
their initiative in defeating the arbi-
trary and corrupt authority. This
triumph not only proves the strength
of general students but also
emerges a new era of denunciation
against crime and corruption pre-
vailing in our society.

Dirty politics enter into every alley
and by alley of our administration;
negotiation with corruption
becomes a common trend, keeping
silence after observing crime turn
into decorum of this society. Some
outbursts of conscious citizens for
justice and decency are necessary
for this diseased domain though
many would define it as breaking of
law, lacking of discipline, act of
terrorism and also intolerance. |
would say we are more tolerant than
needed.

Again thanks to the students
(except JCD cadres) of Dhaka
University.

Shamana

DOHS Baridhara, Dhaka

"I congratulate the students at
Dhaka University for achieving
victory in their undaunted move-
ment against repression. | express
my solidarity with their cause for
which they came out in the street.
May God protect Dhaka University.
Dr. Gyasuddin Molla

Professor of Political Science,
Dhaka University

Don't mention

the names!

OnAugust 1, | observed that most of
the dailies published the details of
the incidence of the raid of
Shamsunnahar Hall as described
by the girl students who gave their
evidence. And | assume all the
newspapers will continue to publish
the names of the students and other
evidences as long as the Independ-
ent Judiciary Committee continues.

But I'm afraid that by publishing
the names of the evidences we are
seriously increasing the 'risk factor'
associated with the personal secu-
rity of the concerned students and
teachers. Even though the students
have achieved their initial goal of
removing the VC and the Proctor of
DU, as long as the same political
party is in power and the White
Panel is in the DU administration,
one cannot ignore the risk of per-
sonal security of the students and
teachers who played an active role
in the recent movement.

So | would urge the newspapers
not to mention the names of the
students and teachers who would
give their statements in this Com-
mittee.

Syed N Wadood

North Carolina, USA

There was a time when some media
in Bangladesh used to reveal the
identity of rape victims, the name
and other particulars. That caused
serious social problems leading to
many victims to restrain from report-
ing. Realising the problem, media
now restrain from revealing their
identity.

Regarding the midnight atrocities
at Shamsunnahar Hall the media
should also restrain from revealing
the identity, names, departments,
etc. The first problem would be the
security issue. The witnesses could
face serious security threat as we
have seen a case from media
report. The second problem is the
social problem. Many female stu-
dents would fear social problems if it
were revealed that they have been
assaulted by male police and taken
to the police station. Though those
innocent victims have done nothing
wrong, our society will punish them
to some extent.

Even though the names and
other identity make a report appear
more authentic and effective, in this
case they could cause more severe
problems to the witnesses and
victims. These fears could intimi-
date the victims and witnesses to
appear before the inquiry commit-
tee, thereby deterring justice. |
would like to make an earnest
request to all media of Bangladesh
to restrain from reporting any sort of
identity information without prior
consent of the individual. | would
also like to appeal to the Enquiry
Committee to dedicate proper
considerations on this issue.
Zakaria S Khondker
North Carolina, USA

The spectrum of

DU teachers

White, blue and pink are the colour
of the teachers of Dhaka University.
Is there any teacher in that Univer-
sity who lacks a colour? DU urgently
needs colourless teachers to bring
back academic atmosphere in
there.

If bureaucrats are not allowed to
do politics directly, then why should
the university teachers be allowed
to do? We want the personnel of our
armed forces should not poke nose
in politics, why should not we want
that our university teachers should
notdo the same?

If the teachers of the private
universities of the country can go
without politics, then why not the
teachers of the state owned univer-
sities?

The first and foremost duty of a
teacher is to impart knowledge, not
todo politics.

We, the humble citizens of Ban-
gladesh, would like to know, how
many teachers of DU are involved in
research works and how many in
full-time politics.

What makes us think that if the
university teachers do not do politics
then the politics of this country is
doomed?

If any university teacher wants to
do politics, s/he can do it leaving
her/his job as a teacher, or after
retirement, as like as many retired
bureaucrats and army men do.

The very word 'VC' in the past
used to evoke great respect among
the general people, why does not it
today? Is it politics that has washed
off the greatness of that post?

The teachers of the state owned
universities have proved, beyond
doubt, that they are not eligible to

aware of it.

Though donors are persuading
repeatedly, any decision, be it in
favour or against, should be taken
giving top priority to the national
interest. Otherwise, the government
would loose public support.

Oli Md. Abdullah Chowdhury
Khasdobir, Sylhet

Thank god for the pressure from the
ADB. The only viable option for
Bangladesh is to export gas but no,
we have to dither and keep avoiding
the decision. | wonder what would
have happened if Saudi Arabia had
decided they wouldn't export oil.

The donors should bring on more
pressure on our useless govern-
ment as well. One idea that may
work is to deny EU and American
visas to our politicians. That would
make them take this 'sensitive’
decision in about thirty seconds.

The World Bank and the IMF
should also suspend all aid to us
until we take the gas export deci-
sion. Why should the international
community help us if we won't help
ourselves?

The one and only argument
against gas export is that like in
Nigeria, everyone in BNP will try to
getacut.

Satyajit
Dhaka

Unions
Sometimes it appears to me that the

tolerance is greatly needed to
uphold the principles of understand-
ing and acceptance. The human
concept of freedom is not negotiable
noritcan be compromised.

In this age of science and tech-
nology which is changing our social
fabric and values everyday it has
become imperative that we refine
personal concepts to stand the
challenges of our times. When
crusades were fought during the
Middle Ages, the faiths were not
hurt, it was the trust between the
humans which got wounded. Those
were the times when the basics of
the universal understanding were
absent and therefore participants in
those human tragedies can't be
blamed anyway.

But this is a time when our vision
of understanding has reached its
zenith and time demands that we
behave properly for a better future
for our posterity. The term 'emanci-
pation' traditionally applies to a
person who is subjugated and
needs freedom. On the other hand
we need emancipation from our
ignorance and lack of farsighted-
ness as well. There are many
among us who are still a prisoner of
old ideas and are very reluctant to
accept new challenges of our times.
This reluctance brews dissension,
antagonism and mistrust that is
potentially harmful for an united
humanity.

Asif
On e-mail

NDI for AL

It is funny that AL has to hire an
American based institute for advis-
ing, or rather teaching, them on the
democratic process in Bangladesh.
The first few things that NDI
should do is to teach AL to accept
defeat graciously and not to com-
plain about the finesse of vote
rigging and to sit in the Parliament
as an opposition party also.
The other side of being advised by
NDI is-- would AL continue to be
advised on how to run Bangladesh if
ever they came back to power?
FM
Chittagong

The insolvent Biman
The Biman Bangladesh Airlines
(BBA) owes the Bangladesh Petro-
leum Corporation (BPC) a prodi-
gious TK 427. BPC has allowed
BBA little more time to repay the
outstanding amount. The inevitabil-
ity of the situation transpires that
BBA cannot in any way realise such
amount, as BPC has demanded
within these paltry days. Even more
Biman's effort to get a loan has been
tipped into failure. So what next?
Having considered the present
economic ambient of the capitalist
world, the government can be

"Great Army"

This is in response to Mr R. Ali's letter 'Great army' (August 2). |
had the same experience the other day. My wife and me were
going to Uttara in the evening. The man at Jahangir Gate stopped
my vehicle and enquired about my destination. When | told him
that | was heading towards Uttara he curtly asked me to go back
and take the old route via Mahakhali Rail Gate. It was Wednes-
day the 31st July and that road was unusually crowded.

Anyway, | did not argue, as | knew it would not be of any use.
They are a law unto themselves.. This | am stating from another

experience of mine. Years ago a friend was lying critically ill in the
CMH. On my way back from office | decided to visit him and
approached the Gate near the rail crossing after the Navy Head-
quarters. They stopped me. When | told them about my destina-
tion they asked me, this time very politely, to leave my vehicles
(which, incidentally, was a yellow plated one) behind and take a
rickshaw or walk. | told them to check my car or take custody of
the blue book and other papers to be returned on my return. But
they would not listen. Their objection was against the car not
against the person.

If a vehicle can enter through Jahangir Gate and exit through
the Banani Gate why cannot it exit through the other gate? Why
are people required to inform them their destination before they
are allowed to enter the Cantonment when there are government
orders declaring it as a new route (at least, for light private vehi-
cles)?

| whole-heartedly support Mr R Ali's suggestion. That's why |
am writing this letter.

No entry

AZ M Abdul Ali
Uttara, Dhaka

* %

In response to the appeal of the letter writer | accord my full sup-
port to the contents of his letter (August 2).

It is surprising that none of the popularly elected governments
take steps to open up thoroughfares through Dhaka Cantonment
or the BDR Headquarters at Pilkhana. This could ease some of

traffic woes of the city-dwellers.

In recent past an expert study found that conditions could be
improved by shifting the Cantonment out of the city. The demo-
cratic government remained silent to the remarks of the then C-
in-C thatinstead Dhaka should be shifted away.

A comment by a political leader with regards to tail and wag-
ging seems to be applicable to many contexts.

MAH
Dhaka

enjoy autonomy. They are but
obedient to our 'good for nothing'
political parties, and carry their
dictates.

We want to respect our teachers,
the nation builder, from the core of
our heart. The colourless teachers
of DU may come forward and take
their stand firmly to rescue the
University's prestige.

Faruque Hasan
Dhanmandi, Dhaka

Gas: To exportor

notto export

According to the report of The Daily
Star (August 3), donors continue to
coax the government to take a
positive decision to go for gas export
to India from the existing reserves to
qualify for further investment and
funding in energy sector. On the
contrary, there is a clear indication
that the utilisation committee for gas
will recommend the government not
to export gas from existing reserves
determined by the other committee
to be 12 to 16 trillion cubic feet. As
Bangladesh is largely dependent on
foreign aid, the government is facing
adilemma.

If the government decides to
export gas, the opposition will
certainly call for an agitation. Public
sentiment is also against gas
exporting and the government is

entire country is held hostage by
public sector trade unions. Biman
could not be privatised because of
union opposition. Adamjee was
looted thanks to the unions. Titas
and BTTB are run by and for the
profits of their trade unions. Let's
face it; the very advent of trade
unionism was a curse on this world
and there is truly nothing worse than
aCBAagent.

| have a gas connection in my
factory. The gas meter is in a small
shed, which is always locked apart
from the annual inspection by Titas
extortionists. These people after
checking the meter put a little sticker
on it to ensure that they know if it is
opened and tampered by anyone
else. How long do you think this little
sticker lasts before peeling off?
When these guys come back for
their inspection they claim that you
tampered with the meter and will be
fined a year's bill. Or you can pay Tk.
50,000 to be forgiven.
Shonku
Dhaka

Freedom of expres-
sion

We are grateful to The Daily Star for
its most liberal and generous policy,
which allows us to express our
divergent views on various subjects.
In a civil society this attitude of

Islam guides a faithful to such a
lofty world where there is no place
for bigotry and ignorance. It gives
the humanity a very clear instruction
and also allows maximum freedom
to choose the right path. Our actions
in our everyday life are the barome-
ter of our clear perception of the
creation and above all the universe.
Every individual has a distinct
responsibility to make a contribution
in making this world a better place to
live in. This onerous responsibility
can only be carried out if we accept
the sovereignty of knowledge in our
life.

Akbar Hussain
Toronto, Canada

Whatis BDR doing
on the border?

This has gone too far this time! How
many innocent Bangladeshis have
to die every month at the hands of
BSF? And what on earth are our
BDR jawans (!) accomplishing on
the border instead of protecting the
lives of our countrymen?

Is it good enough to yell out to
some BSF commanders for a chaff
'Flag meeting' that does nothing but
add grieve to a family and insult to
the country. As a citizen of this
country | demand an answer from
our government, the BSF and their
bosses!

enjoined that Biman be let to go
liquidation. In other words, such sick
state-enterprise like Biman should
face its own fate under market
reality, for it cannot make any profit.
Procuring a loan for Biman, at any
rate, just means sending Biman
under life supporting machine, from
which recuperation is virtually
implausible. So how long will the
government stave its break down
off?

Khairul AChoudhury

London

Dhaka Mayor and

dengue

This is too pathetic and disturbing to
know that our Mayor and his crews
are not ready yet to handle the crisis
that citizens of Dhaka are about to
face--dengue crisis.

Dengue crisis is nothing new and
yet how come it is OK for the Mayor
to tell us that the delay for not spray-
ing the affected area is not his fault.
People suffered last year and our
Mayor should have been ready to
handle it this year. Why could not he
import the necessary larvae killing
chemicals before the rainy season
begun this year?

AAhmed, Dhaka

Age tricksters
The going seems to be too tough for

our country at the international
sports arena. We are not getting
results as per the standard of the
sporting prodigies of Bangladesh.
The one big problem with our coun-
trymen is we always look for help
from outsiders to solve our own
problems. But it is evident that
foreigners can only help to decorate
your sporting tree when you have a
rock-solid root.

Everybody knows the importance
of age-group training to build-up the
miniature adolescents as super
sportstars. Nowadays officials are
also concentrating on it but still not
getting the desired result.

The Championship title of World
Under-12 Football "Dana" and
"Gothia" won by Bangladeshi teen-
agers (?!) pinpoints the exact rea-
sons for our persistent downfall in all
sectors of sports. We just cannot get
the best out of our players because
15-17 years old boys are playing
under 12 games and similarly 21-23
years participating in under 18
sports and training. | rather keep my
mouth shut about the age of players
crowding the below 23 years tourna-
ments.

A miss-declared young player
seems to be very successful in his
early age but appears to be no
match at the matured international
level.

Back in 1984 | remember my
registration with Rahmatganj Foot-
ball Club when my birthday was
mentioned 1969 instead of 1964!
This 5 years lapse is a normal case
as per the officials, coaches and
senior players are concerned. |
wonder how the experts and top
bosses of sports in Bangladesh can
keep cool after knowing all this
misdeeds which is adamantly
pulling our country down to dis-
grace. There is no short cut way to
attain success. We all should work
sincerely to raise awareness
amongst the general sporting mass
about the pitfall of age cheating thus
paving the way for the genuine
whiz kids to be nurtured at the
approved and truthful age.

M. S. Hamid (Bobby)
Old DOHS, Dhaka

"State within a state"
Congratulations to Hasnat Abdul
Hye for his forthright and incisive
article on the recent shocking inci-
dent at Dhaka University. He is
right in saying that the University
Administration very often engages
in partisan politics under the cover
of the 1973 Act. The Act should
be amended to bring balance
between autonomy and account-
ability.

We, the taxpayers who bear the
expenses want the university teach-
ers to devote their energies in teach-
ing and promoting educational
atmosphere in the campus and not
wasting their time in extracurricular
activities including divisive politics.

The recent disgraceful event in
the campus should prick their con-
science.

Anwarul Islam

Lalmatia, Dhaka

| enjoyed reading Mr. Hasnat Abdul
Hye's column "State within a state"
(August 2) where he has shown the
excesses of misuse or abuse of
power by the police and indulgence
in politics of our university teachers
in the name of autonomy, forgetting
their moral duties and pointed out
some ways to get rid of these mala-
dies.

About the neutrality of a VC he
says, "To facilitate neutrality Vice
Chancellors in a university should
be appointed from among outstand-
ing scholars of other universities so
that he is not beholden to his 'sup-
porters”. | agree with him that this
process, if implemented, has a
possibility to facilitate our university
VCs to be neutral. Still a VC will
enjoy the same administrative
power and facilities and after some
time he may lose his neutrality when
he will get acquainted with the
university well. Besides, there is a
possibility for a new person to suffer
from a sense of perplexity to take a
decision at the beginning stage of
his office in a new environment.

Teacher politics in our universi-
ties is mostly centred upon the posts
of VC pro-VC and treasurer. Among
them the VC post is the most attrac-
tive one to the teachers because all
administrative power is centred on
the VC. In fact the unique centrality
of all administrative power on VC is

Home or abroad: Which one
is more at home?

Safety: A matter of choice?

On July 24,2002 The valiant officers of Ramna Police Station
brought girls out kicking and screaming from Shamsunnahar
Hall of Dhaka University to take them to prison. Talk about
human rights!

| am at present studying in Grand Forks, North Dakota at the
University of North Dakota, and | remember the day my Abbu
bid me farewell at the airport saying "ma, watch out ... there are
both good and bad people. Keep with the good and stay away
from the bad and you will be fine". So far so true.

| arrived alone, scared, in a new country ready to call it home.
Coupled with images of the New York Times calling New York
City the most crime infested city lurking in my head, | was
scared that | was leaving real home and security behind to find
God knows what.

But now thousand miles away from home | live in a secure
residence hall where watch is constantly monitored and since |
work for the housing, we not only have padlocks on each and
every door but also have individual keys, alarm systems, video
cameras. Threat to violence is taken seriously and dealt with
promptly.

Things are just a tad bit different here than in Bangladesh. A
Justice does not arrive the next day to sit on his soft cushion and
listen to 40 girls' woes for an hour and let everyone know that
the "documentation" will be completed in half a month or so. Is it
life's irony that | am safer than those girls at home ever were?
What exactly is being done to help these girls?

At the end of the day you really don't want to ask your daugh-
ter if she prefers to stay and study at home because it is "safer",
or study and live abroad on her own. Hopefully you and your
daughter make the right decision.

Sabrina Amjad
University of North Dakota, USA

the reason of university teachers to
be centripetal to this post and they
have taken teacher politics of differ-
ent colours as a mean to attain it.
Although a VC is a professor, yet
there is a large gap of administrative
power and facilities between a VC
and a professor. AVC enjoys a wide
variety of administrative power and
facilities that a professor or a depart-
mental chairman can never think of.
The present situation demands
decentralisation of administrative
power and minimisation of facility
gap between a VC and a professor.
Decentralisation of power can be
done by cutting down some power
of VC and distributing them properly
to the departmental chairmen, hall
provosts, proctors, registrars,
controllers of examination etc. For
example there, is no need of VC's
approval to announce the exam
results. Here, the exam committee
and the controller of exam are
sufficient. Minimisation of facility
gap between a VC and a professor
can be done by reducing the facili-
ties of a VC in context of the econ-
omy of the country. This may reduce
their propensity for getting involved
in teacher's politics and help them
concentrate in teaching and
research activities more.
Islam
Tangail

Student politics

and BNP's U-turn

Why am | not amazed at BNP's U-
turn on student politics? Since
coming to power last October | really
can't think of a single incident which
has boosted BNP's political for-
tunes.

In almost every facet from law
and order, dengue, the atrocities at
DU, the ouster of the President, the
channel ban and the PSI on maga-
zines, BNP has floundered and
fallen on its face. | mean | under-
stand if you can't keep every prom-
ise orevenif you're corrupt, butto be
unable to do one thing right seems a
bit much, doesn'tit?

Now that BNP, according to your

Tomi Miah has made news. As a trailer to Tomi Miah, | would love
to remember many more Bengal adventurers who made news in
the past, not in this country, in Britain. | limit my account to the
eighteenth century only.

Begum Jahan, who married William Watts, the Calcutta Fort
William Governor of Palashi days, went to London (1760) not with
her husband from whom she was divorced in 1758. She was adept
in music, dance and decoration. Her talent took her close to elite
societies of London and Liverpool. She died in 1812. According to
contemporary newspaper reports, even British cabinet members
came to attend her rituals and pay their last respect to her. Amelia
was her daughter. Another prodigy, she married Lord Charles
Jenkinson, son of the first Earl of Liverpool. Amelia's son Robert
Bank Jenkinson or Lord Liverpool, became the Prime Minister of
Britain (1818-1827). Prime Minister Lord Liverpool once said in a
dinner speech that he was 'double civilised' because in his vein
flowed the blood of two civilisations- European and Indian.

Sheikh Deen Muhammad, contemporaneous to Begum Jahan
and a former sepoy of the East India Company army, went to Ire-
land in 1783. He set up a Hooka Club in Dublin. Later he shifted his
business to London. At Oxford Street, London, Deen Muhammad
established the Hindustani Coffee House (1811), the first Indian
Restaurant in Britain. Like Tomi Miah, he also wrote a book, an
epistolary account (1792) of himself. He kept his family back-
ground in a shroud of mystery. From very detailed description of
Dhaka City that he made in his account, it may be inferred that he

Let us remember Tomi Miah's predecessors too

A history of Tomy Miahs
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was an East Bengal boy. As an extension of his business, Deen
Muhammad established a Turkish Bath and a Hindustanee Hot
Bath in Brighton. In these baths, he tried to help rheumatic patients
through Indian methods. In his bathhouses, he also introduced
Indian hair dye and champo. Both the items became later world
famous. His champo became today's shampoo. Deen also set up
a 'five-star' sort hotel in Brighton. He died in 1852. His obituary
appeared in many British newspapers.

Sheikh Ihtesham-ud-Din visited Britain and stayed there for one
year (1767/68). He wrote in Persian his perception of British life
and society. His book was later translated into several European
languages. As a classic, the book is still in the world market.

Mirza Abu Talib Khan lived in Britain for three years (1797-
1799). His three-volume travelogue in Persian was rendered into
English by historian Charles Steuart in 1813. Later the book was
translated into many other European languages. As a world clas-
sic, Abu Talib's book is still highly esteemed. Abu Talib met Oxford
academics. At their request he made a presentation there on
'Indian Women' which has been published in the Asiatic
Researcher (1801). According to Abu Talib's account there were
about five thousand Indians living in England most of whom were,
of course, ayahs and laskars or sailors and some of them achieved
distinctions in their businesses and avocations.

Sirajul Islam
Asiatic Society of Bangladesh

report, realises that a stronger JCD
could have quelled the DU protests,
what does that mean? A stronger
better-armed JCD could have
beaten up students in sufficient
numbers to silence them? | wouldn't
be surprised if Lucy and Shanta
become State Ministers soon. My
only request would be for The Daily
Star to remind us of that when they
gettheir nominations.

MA

Dhaka

Extremism is at the
root of the Middle East
crisis

Tashbih Sayyed, editor in chief of
weekly Pakistan Today, recently
wrote: "Yasser Arafat is supposed to
be the leader of his people (Pales-
tinians)... But if the bloody events in
the region are any indication of who
has the authority over the Palestin-
ians, even a blind person can see
that it is not Yasser Arafat. The
masses follow the instructions of
Hamas, Hezbullah and Islamic
Jihad. These groups do not want
any peace with Israel. They want its
destruction."

This is a surprisingly candid
statement from a prominent journal-
ist from a Muslim country like Paki-
stan where Israel is singled out for
the plight of the Palestinian people
and suicide bombers are eulogized
as matyrs. But now moderates are
making their views heard. As Mr.
Sayyed further pointed out: "And
since not just the Palestinian main
street, but the entire Arab masses
are controlled by the mosques and
madrases occupied by Saudi brand
of Islam - Wahabism, spewing
venom against every non Wahabi,
they have Israel's destruction as an
article of faith. Because the Pales-
tinian mind does not accept the
existence of Israel, it being com-
posed of 'all historic Palestine’, all
the maps displayed in the Palestin-
ian controlled territories do not show
any sign of Israel. ... Without a
declared change of heart and mind
on the part of Palestinian leader-
ship, award of a state would apear to
be a reward for homicide bombings
and other acts of terror all over the
world... And it only takes a pack of
misguided, devoted and die-hard
homicide bombers to make the
world's only super power to suc-
cumb to theirdemands."

It is time that the world should
listen to wise people like Tashbih
Sayyed.

Mahmood Elahi
Ottawa, Ontario, Canada

Bush and Blair

The United States wants to invade
Iraq and guess who else is on that
boat? George W. Bush's trusted
friend Tony Blair. At times Mr. Blair is
also referred to as the White
House's biggest spokesperson. It is
ironic to see the once mighty British
Empire has now been reduced to a
'yes'man.

ACitizen

On e-mail



	Page 1

