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Expo. 02 : Curtain up for the National Exhibition

Switzerland is the only country in the world to hold a national exhibition once every generation --Ethe last one was
in Lausanne in 1964. Now the time has come for a new one. Expo.02 opened its doors on 15 May. Commiissioned by
the Swiss Confederation, preparations for the Expo.02 started in the mid-nineties. For the first time, an entire
region rather than asingle location is the venue for the national exhibition. For 159 days the land of the Three Lakes
will be the cultural capital of Switzerland.

IKE its predecessors, the
National Exhibition is a

kind of up-to-the-minute
snapshot of Switzerland and
throws light on topical ques-
tions and problems. However,
Expo.02 offers not only food for
thought, it is also a huge festival
and an unforgettable happen-
ing. The organisers expect
around 14 million visitors.
Expo.02 is taking place from
15 May to 20 October 2002 in a
spectacular but transitory work
of architecture -- by autumn
2003 all the buildings will have
disappeared. What will remain
are the Land of the Three Lakes
... and a multtude of memories.
Every "arteplage” (the expres-
sion arteplage combines the
words arte or art, and plage or
beach, and refers to the struc-
tures in which the exhibitions
are embedded) has its own

character: Bienne is urbane,
Murten poetic, Jura mobile,
Yerdon sensual, Neuchatal
artistic,

Five cantons, four towns,
three lakes, two languages and
one national exhibition : Wel-
come to the Land of the Three
Lakes : The hallmark of the
Bienne "arteplage” consists of
three enormous towers symbol-
Ising power. Ataheightof 38,42
and 35 metres respectively, they
offeravery special interior expe-
rience. One of the towers boasts
a staircase and lift, another (the
round so-called "tonal” tower)
features unusual sounds. All
three are supported by plat
forms which are capable of
bearing a weight of 200 tonnes
Each of these platforms in turn
rests on four 50-metre-long
stilts directly embedded in the
lake.

To getto the urban Expo park,
visitors cross a 450-metre long
lootbridge high above the bay.

A new peninsula has been
created on the lake, Resting on
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480 steel stilts, it is surrounded
by hundreds of illuminated
plastic rods. A bridge connects
this extensive complex with the
mainland. The whole structure

projects a kind of high-tech
poetry,

Less poetic but wittier is the
“Manna”, a 15-metre-high, 48-
metre-wide pudding. This com-
position of 21 giant cakes is
made of plastic but smells of
vanilla. The focus here is on
eating habits and trends in the
lood industry.

Ihe Yverdon-les-Bains

| "arteplage" offers visitors a
' magical feast for the senses,

with hills and dales, light-play
and tonal shows. An extended
wing with a membrane-like
shed protects the exhibitions.
Visitors cross a ramp to reach a
huge, real-looking cloud which
hovers above the southern part
of the lake. Here you can wander
around to your heart's content,
or take the weight off your feel

| forawhile

In the "arteplage" of Murten

the exhibitons fit seamlessly |

into the mediaeval town and
adjacent lakeside landscapes.
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The monolith  designed by
Parisian architect Jean Nouvel
appears to have been standing
guard over them since time
immemorial. A strange, rusty,

floating mausoleum, the mono-
lith can be reached by boat and
ofters wvisitors three splendid
panoramas : the surrounding

The Daily Star

landscape, the panorama of the
historic battle of Murten, and
present-day Switzerland.

The mobile "arteplage" of
Jurais the most imaginative and
unpredictable of all the
arteplages. This converted for-
mer gravel barge crosses from
shore to shore, constantly
changing. Even the events and
exhibitions on board the are
ditficult to categories. Following
the principle of freedom, the
Jura goesits ownway.

“Nature and artifice” are the
themes reflected in the architec-
ture of the Neuchatel
“arteplage”. The whole exhibit

Development and
transition

SECO in investment promotion

ROCEDURES to promote

developing countries and

cconomies m transition are

an important component ol
Switzerland's fToreign policy ane
loreign cconomic alfairs. apari
lrom L'llllilil'illilllj.: o the th'u‘lul-
ment ol Switzerland's  relations
with other countries, they
strengthen Switzerland's position
instotutions. In
conjuncnon with the Swiss Agenay
lor Development and Cooperation
(SDC), SECO (the State Secretarial
lor Lconomiac Allairs) is e SPoOnsi
ble tor developing and imiple
menting measures 1o promote
developing countries ams €¢Cono-
mies mtransition.

SECO and the promotion of

Investmentacuvites

SECO is responsible lor pro-
moting investments in its target
countries. It promotes direct
investment in those countries that
in the last few years have
attempted to combat inflation,
reduce budget deficits, privatise
large sectors of the economy, and
improve the investment climate.

SECO's policy follows two
objectives: on the one hand, the
x'n}fume of private investment in
developing and transition coun-
tries is to be increased, while on
the other, the distribution of these

investments is to be influenced.

SECO's intention is to encourage
private investors to direct their
interests towards countries which
have been classified as high-risk,
to regions which are to be found
beyond the growth extremes as
well as to small and medium-sized
projects. The most economically
progressive countries are also
supported by specifice measures,
All measures taken by SECO are
directed particularly towards
small and medium-sized enter-
prises (SMEs). For example, SECO

SUPPOTLS private companies in
developing countries and econo
mies in transiton via hnancial
imtermediaries such as venture

ital, leasing or guarantee |

tunds. The main principle of coop-
cravon is sharing investment II‘-\L
and the prolits or losses that may
resull

i

NO subsidies should be |

granted to the private sector. In |

addition, in the context of multi-

lateral institutions SECO partici- |

pates in projects that aim for
improvements in framework
conditions for investment,

I Zurich in 1997, on the iniua
tive of SECO, the Swiss Organisa-
tion for Facilitating Invéstments
(SOFI) was set up. The objective of
this organisation in the pre-
investment phase is to support
Swiss firms and their parters in
developing countries and econo-
mies in (ransition in planning
investment projects as well as the

related transler of knowledge and |
technology. In addition, together |
with institutional investors, SECO |

has launched the Swiss Develop-
ment Finance Corporation (SDFC),
run by the private sector. Its aim is
(o promote long-term private
direct investment in developing
countries and economies in (ran-
sition. The SDFC finances compa-
nies in developing countries and
economies in tansition according
to commercial principles, inwhich
SMEs (primarily from Switzerland
but also from other developed
countries) participate as investors,
suppliers or customers.

State Secretariat for Economic
Alfairs (SECO)

Investment Promotion
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CH-3003 Berne
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A symbol of Quality and Technology
SCOPE OF SUPPLY

Is aimed at reconciling these
twoapparent opposites. A broad
park-like strip along the
lakeshore is the venue of the
"Expopark”, in front of which a
vast platform -- the "Forum” --
will lie anchored in the lake.
Bridges will connect the two
areas. A wooden causeway will
be provided in the narrow
stretch of water berween the two
display areas, offering an e¢le-
gant promenade and a floating
border between water and land.
This picture will be completed
by a series of vast roofs that will
seem to float above the
arteplage like strange objects
from the sky,

The Fifth Switzerland: In its
message 1o parhament in 1999
the Federal Council expressly
devoted Expo.02 to the Fifth
Switzerland as well (four lan-
guages are spoken in Switzer-
land; and in this connection, the
Swiss community living abroad
Is called the Fifth Switzerland).

The national exhibition should
not only be an enriching experi-
ence for the Swiss people at
home, but also have meaning
for the Swiss abroad and raise
awareness of the characteristics
of Switzerland among other
nationalities.

A Swiss Abroad Day will be
held at Expo.02 under the motio
"images suisses” (images of
Swirzerland). The Organisation
tor the Swiss Abroad has desig-
nated this special festive ocea-
sion on 10 August as the high-
lightofthisyear's congress.

Since the outset, the organis-
ers of the Expo.02 have included
the Fifth Switzerland in their
plans. For instance, six catama-
rans to be used as ferries during
the national exhibition are to be
called after regions where the
largest number of Swiss Abroad
are domiciled. Two were already
christened at the end of last
vear and bear the name “Lyon”
and "NewYork”,

Heartiest Felicitations
on

The National Day of Switzerland '
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Sole Agent in Bangladesh:
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27, Dilkusha C/A, 8th floor, Room No 902
Dhaka-1000, Bangladesh

o APARIMENTS, HOUSING COMPLEX ETC.
o COMMERCIAL TOWERS |

o SHOPPING COMPLEXES & SUPER STORES
e HOSPITALS & CLINICS

o CONVEYING COODS IN INDUSTRIES / GARMENT FACTORIES
o MULTISTORIED CAR PARKING COMPLEX EIC.

PROJECT HIGH LIGHTS
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e Bangladesh-China Friendship Conference Centre ( 3-Lifts & 3-Esc.)
e Rifles Square (9 -Lifts & 4 -Escalators)

e Navana Tower ( S-Lifts & &- Escalators)

e Concord Twin Tower ( 6 -Escalators)
» Multiplan Centre ( 5-Lifts & /6 -Escalators)
e Eastern Plus ( 70-Escalators)
Eunoos Trade Centre ( f-Panaroma & 4- Lifts; Miconic-10)
Water Garden Hotel ( 7-Lifts)
Parishankhan Bhaban ( 4 -Lifts)
Bashundhara City ( 2 I-Lifts, 59-Escalators & 7-Auto-walk)
National University ( 4-Lifts) |
Khadder Bazar Shopping Complex ( 7-Lift & J0-Escalators) g
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Amin Court(1st fl.), 62-63, Motijheel C/A, Dhaka-1000, Bangladesh; Tel.: 9561926 & 9560073; Fax: 880-2-9561927
- E-Mail: creative@citechco.net; www. Creative-engineers.com

— = - poa—

VERNMENT AND THE FRIENDLY PEOPLE
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