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RECOMMENDATIONS

Cinema

July 28-30

Chalachitram Film Society
observes its 20th founding
anniversary and arranges eleventh
program of its ongoing series of
events titled, 'A tribute to the great
filmmakers of the century: A
selection of films' in cooperation
with Goethe-Institut, Dhaka at the
institute's auditorium at Dhanmondi
in the city. Five famous films from
across the world are to be
screened.

Fine arts
exhibition

July 20-Aug 4

Renowned sculptor Rasa and his
younger brother, Rajeeb Siddiky, a
rising artist, hold a joint display of their
creations of painting and sculpture at
the 2nd floor gallery of National
Museum in the city. The exhibition
remains open to all everyday from
10:30a.m.to4:30p.m.

Children's
painting

July 22-August 8

Entitled Wasserwelten (Water world),
an exhibition of paintings done by
children from the schools of 'Shilpi
Sultan Pathshala’ and 'Surovi' of
Dhaka, takes place at Goethe Institut
in the city from 2 pm. to 8 p.m.
everyday except on Fridays and
general holidays.

Exhibition on

French artist

July 5-August2

An exhibition of the works of French
artist George de La Tour, observing
his 350th death anniversary,
continues at the Andre Malraux
room of Alliance Francaise in the
city. The exhibits include books on
the artist and a majority of his
famous works.

Art exhibition
August2-15

Artist Fakrul Islam holds a solo
exhibition of his works at the gallery
of Alliance Francaise, complete
schedule of which will soon be
announced. 'Art is the best way to
express emotion, love and personal
attitude of oneself' says Fakrul.
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South Asian paintings captivate
Washington crowd

Artwork titled 'Adventures of Hamza' introduces Americans to Mughal book art

BENJAMIN GROSS, Washington

Fife

ITH its vivid depictions of
mighty heroes, evil magi-
cians, and fantastic

creatures, the new display of Indian
manuscripts at the Smithsonian's
Arthur M. Sackler Gallery: The
National Museum for Asian Art
for the United States is sparking
widespread interest in South Asian
artamong audiences of all ages.

'The Adventures of Hamza'
presents over sixty illustrated epi-
sodes from the Hamzanama, a
unique collection of dramatic stories
loosely based on the accomplish-
ments of Hamza who was Prophet
Muhammad's (S.A.) uncle. Tales of
Hamza's exploits emerged from the
oral storytelling tradition of Iran and
remain popular throughout the
Middle East and South Asia.

The images on display are taken
from a manuscript commissioned by

a teenage Emperor Akbar in 1556,
shortly after becoming ruler of the
Mughal Empire in northern India.

"This was a well-known story, and
Akbar had actually heard it as a
child, and also really enjoyed retell-
ing it to his circle," in-house curator
Massumeh Fahrad explained.
"When he came to the throne, he
decided he wanted to have an
illustrated copy of this particular
text'.

Although he was illiterate, during
his reign, Akbar established himself
as a patron of the arts, employing
fifty artists to paint 1,400 different
episodes from the Hamzanama for
use in his court, of which only 200
survive today. The entire project
took nearly fifteen years to com-
plete.

'In many ways it is considered not
only one of the great masterpieces
of Mughal painting, but really one of
the most impressive manuscripts
ever produced in the Islamic world',

the United States.

Source: Internet

The Hamzanama is a popular collection of dramatic stories
based loosely on the exploits of Hamza, uncle of the Prophet
Muhammad, who traveled the world spreading the teachings of
Islam. Neither historical nor doctrinal in substance, the stories
were born of the tradition of Persian oral literature that enter-
tained audiences around nomadic campfires and in urban
coffee houses with elaborate tales of fantastic derring-do.

This exhibition for the first time brings together some of the
finest paintings of the Hamzanama drawn from more than 20
collections throughout the world. These include a core group of
28 paintings from the MAK-Austrian Museum of Applied
Arts/Contemporary Art, Vienna that is the principal lender to the
exhibition, whose superb holdings have never been exhibited in

Fahrad said.

One's first impression upon
entering the exhibit is the sheer
scale of the project. Akbar intended
his Hamzanama to serve as a
performance piece to complement
the work of royal storytellers.

Consequently, each of the
Hamzanama pages is 70 cm high,
far larger than earlier Persian-
illustrated manuscripts that were
merely intended for private use.

The Hamzanama also provided
Akbar's artisans to demonstrate
their skill in calligraphy, and the
reverse of each painting is covered
with lines of prose written in Persian,
the official language of the Mughal
court. These writings provided
storytellers with knowledge of
upcoming events in the story and
allow them to improvise more effec-
tively during their recitations.

Perhaps the most revolutionary
aspect of Akbar's Hamzanama is
the artwork itself. In many respects,
the paintings represent a break from
earlier artistic tradition and the
synthesis of anew, unique style of
Mughal painting, combining a wide
range of cultural elements.

The artistic directors of the
Hamzanama project were Persian,
but many of the painters who
worked for them came from all over
South Asia and the Middle East.
Throughout the manuscript, the fine
draftsmanship and meticulous use

of color of earlier Persian miniature
paintings are juxtaposed with tradi-
tionally vibrant and colorful Indian
art. The use of perspective also
hints at possible exposure to Euro-
pean art through the Jesuits, who

had recently arrived in the region.
This blending of cultures reflected
the cosmopolitan nature of Akbar's
court, where the emperor invited
people from different religions and
cultures to meet and exchange
views.

The actual episodes portrayed in
the Hamzanama echo traditionally
epic themes: the battle of good
against evil, the importance of
loyalty and bravery, and the endur-
ing power of love. Hamza and his
companions are shown traveling in
search of adventure, fighting
demons, and thwarting the treach-
erous sorcerer Zumurrud Shah.

"This really is such a dynamic
story. It's really quite different from
any of the other exhibitions that we
had', Fahrad said. 'In a way we
wanted to bring that out: This is a
sort of Robin Hood...this is Indiana
Jones...thisis action!'

The exhibit extends over two
floors and marks the largest assem-
bly of Hamzamana paintings since

the

reign of Akbar. To further
immerse visitors in the Hamzanama
narrative, the exhibit contains a
salon, lined with pillows, where
visitors can sit and listen to story-
tellers present tales of adventure, as
if they were visitors in the court of
Emperor Akbar.

Meena Mould is one of the
exhibit's storytellers. She recalled
hearing stories of Hamza's adven-
tures while growing up in Kashmir
and feels that the oral aspect of the
exhibit has helped audiences better
appreciate the manuscripts.

"The oral component is really
drawing the audience toward the
paintings', she said. 'Those who
come and hear the story are con-
necting with the characters, are
connecting with the legends and the
adventures. Then they go back to
the paintings'.

Mould pointed out that public
reaction to the manuscripts and her
stories have both been overwhelm-
ingly popular, regardless of whether
visitors were familiar with the story
before arriving. In her opinion, the
exhibit has an equal appeal to
audiences of all ages.

'| have noticed that the audience

I've been having in this room, the
children and the adults, the adults
may use more eloguent language,
yet their message is the same',
Mould said. 'They are all listening
very attentively...| have had all ages
here, and they all loveit'.

The museum plans to host tours
of the exhibit for school groups once
classes begin in the fall. However,
younger visitors during the summer
may already participate in special
programs teaching them about
Indian art, music, and dance.

'The Adventures of Hamza'
exhibit was conceived by John
Seyller, a professor of art history at
the University of Vermont. It will
remain on display in Washington
until September 29, after which it will
travel to New York, London, and
Zurich.

Source: The Public Affairs section of the Embassy
of the United States of America in Bangladesh,
Official website of the U.S. Department of State's
Office of International Information Program,
Official website of the Arthur M. Sackler gallery.

Special Note: The Washington File is a product of
the Office of International Information Programs,
U.S. Department of State.
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