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RECOMMENDATIONS

Cinema

July 28-30

Chalachitram Film Society
observes its 20th founding
anniversary and arranges eleventh
program of its ongoing series of
events titled, 'A tribute to the great
filmmakers of the century: A
selection of films' in cooperation
with Goethe-Institut, Dhaka at the
institute's auditorium at Dhanmondi
in the city. Five famous films from
across the world are to be
screened.

Fine arts
exhibition

July 20-Aug4

Renowned sculptor Rasa and his
younger brother, Rajeeb Siddiky, a
rising artist, hold a joint display of their
creations of painting and sculpture at
the 2nd floor gallery of National
Museum in the city. The exhibition
remains open to all everyday from
10:30a.m.t04:30p.m.

Children's
painting

July 22-August 8

Entitled Wasserwelten (Water world),
an exhibition of paintings done by
children from the schools of 'Shilpi
Sultan Pathshala’ and 'Surovi' of
Dhaka, takes place at Goethe Institut
in the city from 2 pm. to 8 p.m.
everyday except on Fridays and
general holidays.

Exhibition on

French artist

July 5-August 2

An exhibition of the works of French
artist George de La Tour, observing
his 350th death anniversary,
continues at the Andre Malraux
room of Alliance Francaise in the
city. The exhibits include books on
the artist and a majority of his
famous works.

Art exhibition
August2-15

Artist Fakrul Islam holds a solo
exhibition of his works at the gallery
of Alliance Francaise, complete
schedule of which will soon be
announced. 'Art is the best way to
express emotion, love and personal
attitude of oneself' says Fakrul.
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CULTURE

In search of roots

Jionkathi’s inaugural staging of '"Abohoman Bangla’

SAIFUL ISLAM

theater-milieu of Bangladesh,

presented a theater produc-
tion, Palanatak 'Abohoman Bangla',
before the audience of Dhaka at
Natmandal, an auditorium situated
in the campus of the University of
Dhaka. The plot of the theatre
straddles over the history of
Bangladesh and the search of her
roots, an almost two-hour long
journey over a history as old as two
thousand years.

The prelude of the theatre fore-
shadows the story containing ten-
sion and conflict that is so carefully
illustrated throughout the develop-
ment of the musicale. The continual
batter by bamboo sticks, from the
outset of the drama, created an
atmosphere where the audience
had to sit and watch carefully to find
outwhatis happening.

A very famous fairy tale and its
popular characters are used to talk
about a superman whose appear-
ance is greatly coveted by the
narrators and performers on stage,
these narrators do not narrate from
a distance, and sometimes they get
emotionally involved. They lament,
and look towards the audience with
blood-laden eyes. The presence of
one active female performer per-
haps indicates that women worked

J IONKATHI, a new group in the

A scene from Abohoman Bangla

side by side men from days of the
past.

The person, the godly figure who
will rescue the common from misery
and opression, will appear one day
as he appeared in the ancient time
to rescue the woman, the epitome of
good, from the grips of the monster,

the epitome of evil. He is addressed
by names of the powerful and
adventurous heroes of the
legendaryworld,
Dalimkumar/Nilkamal/Lalakamal et
cetera. Sometimes the story
reminds us of Nietzsche's super-
man, who will come one day and will

topple the present lawless society.
Sometimes the drama reminds us of
many great literatures, the common
theme of which is the eternal war
between good and evil. The per-
formers carry on their search for that
leader. In the midst of all this the
history of Bangladesh is narrated,
acted and analyzed by short but
striking speeches and epigrams. At
first it seemed to many that the
theatre deals with the tradition of
Bangladesh in order to juxtapose it
with the question of multi-ethnicity
raised by many. The plot is full of the
glorification of our forefathers who
once thrived in economics and
education. The valor of the forefa-
thers is used, at some points, as a
tool to inspire the audience to strive
for good and glorious deeds. There
were fourteen universities in
Bangladesh when Columbus did not
discover America, and when the
ancient Britons were involved in
bloody conflicts and savagery. But it
was not idealization, the reasons of
the fall from glory were pointed and
the politics in the name of religion
was blamed.

The plot seems to be loosely
woven in places but the effort of
condensing the gist of the happen-
ings of such a long period of time
deserves alot of accolades.

Bollywood awaits Asian fiesta

India to host Asian film festival in August

AFP, Bombay

ILMS from 14 Asian coun-

tries will be unspooled next

month in the first ever Asian
film festival to be organised in India,
Asian Film Foundation (AFF),
organisers of the festival, said
Monday.

AFF chairman Kiran Shantaram
said 40 Asian films will be screened
from August 3 to 10 in Bombay,
where India's film industry --
Bollywood -- is located.

"This is the first Asian film festival
in India," said Shantaram, adding
that one of the five sections of the
festival would comprise a special
focus on Taiwan cinema.

The aim of the project is to give a
platform for Asian films in world

cinema.

"We want to show that it is not
only Hollywood or European movies
that are of high international quality.
Asian cinema is also winning
awards and yet its separate identity
is not much known to Asian them-
selves," he said.

Shantaram said in the special
focus segment, six Taiwanese films
-- "Blue Gate Crossing", "Beijing
Bicycle", "The Hole", "Heartbreak
Island", "Mirror Image" and "Blue
Moon" -- would be screened.

"Taiwanese films have not been
screened in India, but have been
winning accolades at major festivals
internationally. This is the first time
that Taiwanese cinema is getting
exposure in India on such a scale,"

he said.

Apart from the special focus
category, the week long festival
would be broken into four other
categories -- Spectrum Asia, Award-
winners, Parallel Cinema in the 90s
and Special Screenings.

The Spectrum Asia would pres-
entthe latest Asian films made in the
last two or three years and the
Award-winners would be comprised
of major award winning films from
Japan, China and India. The
Parallel Cinema in the 90s would
show some of India's realistic and
artistic movies, while Special
Screenings would show some
outstanding films of the past and the
present.

Some of the highlights of the

festival would be movies such as
"Spring Festival" from China
directed by Huang Jianhong and Li
Xiaowen, "Land of Fear" from Egypt
directed by Daoud Abd El Sayed,
"Do Ankhen Bara Hath" (Two Eyes,
Twelve Hands) from India directed
by V. Shantaram and two other
Indian movies from Oscar-winning
Indian director Satyajit Ray --
"Aparajito" (Undefeated) and
"Agantuk” (Stranger).

The festival will also offer a
special Asian film culture award to
Sri Lankan director Lester James
Peries, whose movie "Mansion By
The Lake" will close the festival.

The opening film of the festival
will be "Baran" (Rain), directed by
Iranian Majid Majidi.
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The 'Wasserwelten': Painting
exhibition by children

Underprivileged children voice their demands
on the proper use of water through
paintings being held in the city

HARUN UR RASHID

HE Goethe Institut Dhaka

inaugurated an exhibition

of paintings by underpriv-
ileged children of the city on
22nd July at its exhibition hall.
Titled Wasserwelten (water
world), the exhibition is a contri-
bution from Bangladeshi chil-
dren, along with that of their
counterparts abroad, for the
project 'Wasserwelten' of the
Goethe Institut Head Office in
Germany. With the advent of the
new millennium, Goethe Institut
introduced this project in 2000
to mark the changes in the use
of water as an essential element
for human living.

The project aims at creating
awareness among people
against misuse and abuse of
water. The 122 branches of
Goethe Institut have initiated
many different activities as part
of this project. The activities
include seminar and workshop,
theatre, composition of songs
and poems, multimedia-
presentation, water-
gymnastics, photography and
painting exhibitions. A huge
response from 122 countries
culminated in achieving a great
opportunity of exposure. The
head office could not accommo-
date this enormous participation
inits premises. The 'misfortune,’
however, turned a ‘fortunate'
one as the Institut was provided
with quite a large space at the
world exhibition 'EXPO 2000’ in
Hanover. The Institut organised
an exhibition of pictures of the
paintings by children.

Participation from
Bangladesh could not be possi-
ble at that time for scarcity of
fund. However, as the project is
still running, the Goethe Institut
Dhaka has taken initiatives to
participate in forthcoming activi-
ties of Forum Wasserwelten.
Two schools for the neglected
and poor children in Dhaka -
Shilpi  Sultan Pathshala and
Surovi - have come up with
paintings by their students.

All the paintings delineate life
both in and around the water
while projecting the main the
topic, the use of water. The
young artists' endeavour help
mingle their understanding of
the theme with colourful imagi-
nation and present beautiful
pictures. Masuda of standard VI
at Surovi, shows in her drawing
the cruel aspects of the use of
water by showing people wash-
ing cattle and clothes in the river
while, simultaneously, children
are bathing and a woman is
filling her pitcher with the river
water. Sumi, an artist from the
Pathshala, dives deep into her
imagination to explore the amaz-
ing water world with fellow
divers. Rumi, another
Pathshala student of class II,
has captured the destructive
beauty of the nature by drawing
a river under a terrible storm
with boats bouncing on the
swelling waves.

A number of children have
depicted the fairy-tale world
under water occupied by mer-
maids gleeful at play with whale,
octopus, sea horse and starfish.

And according to these children,
the octopus is rather a wonder-
ful creature rather than a fearful
one. This fairy-tale depiction of
under-water world brings in
tales of their childhood that
would have been true if we, the
unconscious and unsympa-
thetic human beings, had not
destroyed them by our devas-
tating activities. They believe
that these mermaids really once
existed, but that we have driven
them away.

Shilpi Sultan Pathshala is the
educational wing of a non-
government organisation in
Bangladesh called Bastob,
which is supported by the
Bangladesh branch of the
German NGO, NETZ. The
Pathshala was founded by late
Ahmed Sofa, an eminent local
litterateur and advisor to Bastob
till his demise, for educating
children from slum areas of the
city. Surovi, on the other hand, is
another reputed NGO school for
young household servants.
Having spread up to as many as
22 branches in Dhaka at pres-
ent, Surovi began on February
1, 1979 with the help of Syeda
Igbal Mand Banu with her only
housemaid. The organisation
includes children who dwell in
slums, too.

The painting exhibition con-
tinues up to August 8 from 2
p.m. to 8 p.m. daily except week-
ends and holidays.
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