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RECOMMENDATIONS

Fine arts
exhibition

July 20-Aug 4

Renowned sculptor Rasa and his
younger brother, Rajeeb Siddiky, a
rising artist, hold a joint display of their
creations of painting and sculpture at
the 2nd floor gallery of National
Museum in the city. The exhibition
remains open to all everyday from
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The Baily Star

When wood, brass and canvas speak of
patriotism and global peace

10:30a.m.to4:30p.m.

Kazi Ananta's solo

painting
July22-28

Young artist Kazi Ananta holds his
maiden art exhibition at the art gallery
of the cultural center of the High
Commission of India at Satmasjid
roadin the city. The exhibition remains

openeveryday from3to8p.m.

GRIPS Theatre
July 23-25

Organised by Natya Chakra, a
GRIPS theatrical performance of
children's Bangla play, 'Home Alone'
will be performed at the auditorium of
Goethe Institut at Dhanmondi in the

city.

Print exhibition

July19-28

Reputed sculptor Rasa and artist Rajeeb Siddiky hold a fortnigh

Aziz AMIRUL

HEN two Asian nuclear
giants, India and Paki-
stan, try to prove and

establish regional supremacy and
frequently mention of their nuclear
strength, Rasa, a renowned sculp-
tor of Bangladesh, expresses his
anxiety and anguish at the deterio-
ration of peace and stability in the
subcontinent. In order to do this they
organised an exhibition of artworks
of his younger brother, Rajeeb
Siddiky, also a sculptor, and his own
at an art gallery of National Museum
at Shahbagh in the city.

Titled 'Paromanobeek sheeth’
('Nuclear winter'), a piece of painting
by Rasa in water color, hangs on
one of the gallery walls. This pres-
ents an imaginary and distressing
situation of a vast portion of earth
where the entire atmosphere
becomes polluted with radiation and

the skies witness thickest of clouds
with no sunlight reaching the ground
after being struck by a series of
nuclear attacks. Subjects drawn by
Rasa on the canvas depict severe
physical deformities and character-
istics with abnormal behaviour.
Through this meticulous work the
artist warns the world of the terrible
consequences that all have to face if
the human race continues to play
silly pranks with deadly nuclear
weapons.

A series of works, four in total, done
in acrylic and water, under the
banner of Muktijuddho, reveal a
concrete summary of nightmarish
happenings to Bengali people in the
then-East Pakistan, now Bangla-
desh, from the period of 1952
through '71. Ravens, dogs and
vultures prey upon putrid corpses of
the common people. The hungry
canines drawn by Rasa symbolize
the alien intruders only to transform

Gallery 21 at Dhanmondi in the city
presents a solo printexhibition of artist
A. Rahman that continues daily from
10 a.m. to 8 p.m. Professor
Mahmudul Haque inaugurates the

exhibition and Nahas Ahmed Khalil

stays presentas special guest.

Children's
painting
July 22-August 8

Entitled Wasserwelten (Water world),
an exhibition of paintings done by
children from the schools of 'Shilpi
Sultan Pathshala' and 'Surovi' of
Dhaka, takes place at Goethe Institut
in the city from 2 p.m. to 8 p.m.
everyday except on Fridays and

general holidays.

Exhibition on
French artist
July5-August2

An exhibition of the works of French
artist George de La Tour, observing
his 350th death anniversary,
continues at the Andre Malraux room
of Alliance Francaise in the city. The
exhibits include books on the artist
and a majority of his famous works.

The seven Birshresthos become one of the best exhibits of the
gallery

the half-torn corpses of unknown
Bengalis into nothing other than a
repressed Bangladesh of the '71.

'Shukor-er phool piriti' ('Pig's love
of flower'), symbolizes characteris-
tics of a certain group of the society,
who are rich overnight, and flourish
in the society only to destroy the
best of the world's resources.
Rasa interprets in details of the
concept of one of his sculptures as
he shows a tall and stout sculptural
work titled 'Bastobota’ that presents
upon a single block of wooden
structure, a jackal-faced figure of
an Egyptian god of devils.

With a body of a woman, tail of a
serpent and a single leg of a man,
the absurd character holds in one of
her arms, some human bones while
in the other hand, holds a severed
head. Under her only foot, remains
pinned down a struggling pigeon,
symbol of peace, which tries to fly
away but fails and perishes in a
most unfortunate way. The title of
this work reflects the artist's attitude
towards a particular section of the
society, the ill-minded wealthy
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Rasa brings strong symbolic themes in his work

cal potion of creativity into those
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the barrel at a stranger and so

Rasa has a protesting personality by birth, against all sorts of evil and misdeeds

An elongated piece of flat wood-
work titled 'Prothom path' (first
lesson) presents a few basic Bangla
alphabets, which to Rasa become
some of the earliest lessons of one's
life.

Close in resemblance to
'Prothom paat' is ‘Sheekar’, another
of those flat wooden pieces done by
Rasa, that depicts a setting of a
water body in which live innumera-
ble creatures and life forms like fish,
frog, ducks, lotus and algae . While
those life forms try to thrive, humans
ride boats in hope of angling the
innocent creatures. The scenario
once again symbolizes a situation of
real world where the strong and the
mighty forces of the world exploit
and huntdown their inferior beings.

Rajeeb Siddiky, Rasa's younger
brother, presents several wooden
sculptures at the exhibition along
with a number of paintings. While he
remains in search of peace, love
and vitality, Rajeeb carves out
figures of human and other abstract
forms and seems to inject his magi-

TV GUIDE

marvellous sculptures. 'Atmo
bishleshion' (Self analysis) presents
a human figure, one that carries a
corpse around the back of his shoul-
ders, which in Rajeeb's words, is the
person himself. The person who
leads a complex life would one day
turn into a lifeless once he passes
away to eternity. A human, as the
artist believes, carries his soul
throughout his life upon his own
shoulders in a way similar to the
sculptured figure.

AIDS, yet another figurative
sculpture made by Rajeeb, stands
head high at one corner of the
gallery in which one finds two armed
persons in standing posture with
faces towards opposite directions.
One of them represents the defense
personnel's community of the world
while the other represents the
criminal population. As Rajeeb
says, 'The defence personnel, while
using the ammunition protects his
master in a legal way while the
criminal protects himself, thus
survives in this cruel world by aiming

becomes a terrorist according to law
and the society'. The use of arms is
basically harmful for the human race
and one of the major causes of
uproar and atrocity across the
world. 'Once a person takes up the
gun, whatever is the reason, he
turnsinto a terrorist', adds Rajeeb.

A bold and outward looking
Rajeeb Siddiky points his fingers, in
protest, towards the selfish and
hypocritical characters of the com-
munity many of whom preach
religion in a wrong manner. Titled
'An indication of coming evil', a
carved piece of the young artist
depict a time of future where a
teenaged boy stands bare-bodied
and famished, loaded with fake
religious beads and garlands, all
over his body. The amulet symbol-
ises superstitious attitude of a
section of the society that due to
illiteracy and false belief, push the
next generation into a pothole of
darkness and ambiguity.

A self-conscious Rajeeb depicts
his responsible attitude towards the

National Museum in the city

Children gather round a work of Rajeeb

common society through a number
of his artworks that depict pathetic
condition, pain and inferior psychic
complexion of 'eunuchs' who keep
themselves far away from the
'normal’ human beings.

Some of the other sculptural
exhibits include the facial carved
piece that of Language Martyr,
Dhirendra Nath Dutt, and figures in
shapes of Bangla alphabets.

As a visitor completes observa-
tion of the works and leaves through
the exit passage, brass-made faces
of the seven Birshrestos of Bangla-
desh, possibly the best of all the
exhibits, one of Rasa, sees off the
guest with a tinge of sparkle, one
that glorifies our Language Move-
ment, Martyrdom of three million
sons and the War of Independence.

The exhibition is open till August
4 from 10:30 a.m. till 4:30 p.m.
everyday except on weekends and
holidays.
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7:00pmGeet Bahar
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Geetangjali (Jeetendra,
Rekha)

TODAY'S HIGHLIGHTS

Ekushey at 9:00 p.m. /funi. A young man named
[tuni comes as main character of the plot. Sabitri
likes Ituni but the young man does not understand.
Chairman and his follower Nibaron are the villainous
characters. They work against the welfare of the
cobblers one of who is Ituni. A festival starts at the
cobblers' village that becomes a concem for the
Chairman and his people. Due to a false case,
police comes and arrests all except ltuni and Sabitri.

Star Movies at 7:15 a.m. Wall Street In this
morality tale of greed, Michael Douglas won oscar
award for his outstanding portrayal of greedy
corporate raider Gordon Gekko. The film is set
during the heady days of the early 1980s when
wheeling and dealing made people millionaires
overnight.

Star Movies at 5:15 p.m. Species A team of
scientists decide they must gas to death a young
girl named Sil. Why? Because she is the result of
an experiment in which human DNA was mixed
with that of a (possibly nefarious) alien race. But
Sil has plans of her own, so she breaks out of the
gas chamber and escapes. This prompts Fitch, the
head scientist, to gather a team to track the child
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