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RECOMMENDATIONS

Fine arts
exhibition

July 20-Aug 4

Renowned sculptor Rasa and his
younger brother, Rajeeb Siddiky, a
rising artist, hold a joint display of their
creations of painting and sculpture at
the 2nd floor gallery of National
Museum in the city. The exhibition
remains open to all everyday from
10:30a.m.to4:30p.m.

Kazi Ananta's solo
painting

July 22-28

Young artist Kazi Ananta holds his
maiden art exhibition at the art gallery
of the cultural center of the High
Commission of India at Satmasjid
road in the city. The exhibition remains
openeveryday from3to8p.m.

GRIPS Theatre

July 23-25

Organised by Natya Chakra, a
GRIPS theatrical performance of
children's Bangla play, 'Home Alone'
will be performed at the auditorium of
Goethe Institut at Dhanmondi in the

city.
Print exhibition

July 19-28

Gallery 21 at Dhanmondi in the city
presents a solo printexhibition of artist
A. Rahman that continues daily from
10 a.m. to 8 p.m. Professor
Mahmudul Haque inaugurates the
exhibition and Nahas Ahmed Khalil
stays presentas special guest.

Children's
painting

July 22-August 8

Entitled Wasserwelten (Water world),
an exhibition of paintings done by
children from the schools of 'Shilpi
Sultan Pathshala' and 'Surovi' of
Dhaka, takes place at Goethe Institut
in the city from 2 p.m. to 8 p.m.
everyday except on Fridays and
general holidays.

Exhibition on
French artist

July5-August2

An exhibition of the works of French
artist George de La Tour, observing
his 350th death anniversary,
continues at the Andre Malraux room
of Alliance Francaise in the city. The
exhibits include books on the artist
and a majority of his famous works.
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The Baily Star

Of spirits, ants and women

Tin Konnaa group art exhibition featuring works by three young women artists

SAIFUL ISLAM

ANDSCAPES in acrylic
and water-colour, clay-
built images, six-legged
ants, birds and beasts of tin,
bronze and silver represent the
psyche and ideas of three young
women artists are being exhib-
ited at the Zainul Gallery, Insti-
tute of Fine Arts, of the Univer-
sity of Dhaka. Sharmin Siraji,
Rehana Yesmin Shila, and
Sumona Haque Mitu have come
together with their new works
that somehow speak about the
tendency of the young artists of
Bangladesh to turn up with
experimental works. The exhibi-
tion that began on July 16 will be
open for visitors till July 22.
The group art exhibition, "Tin
Konna', seems somewhat differ-
ent from the other group art

Rehana

exhibitions, by young artists,
that are organised in these days.
The three artists, whose works
are focused in the exhibition,
belongs to three separate
worlds of fine arts, though the
line of demarcation is not dis-
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tinct. Sharmin has a knack for
painting, Shila loves to work with
clay (she had her graduation in
ceramics) and Mitu is devoted to
batik, tapestry, woodwork and
patina, so a variety of art-works
is being exhibited.

Mitu used old plates of silver,
copper and tin for her works
titled as patina. The scraps were
dipped in acid and were beaten
to give different forms and
shapes. A silver coloured bull
with a tail in a twist, a cock blow-
ing shrill clarions are Mitu's birds
and beasts embellished with
shiny tints, the colours being the
result of chemical reactions. Tin
is something that is not very
popular for its stubborn flat
nature but Mitu used it for her
experimental works.

Aherd of deer is grazing on a
forest that seems to be a land-
scape soaked in colours from
imagination. The use of crim-
son, light green and orange
colours provided Mitu's work,
titled 'Deer’, with illusive effects.
Two other works titled respec-
tively, as 'Hati' and
'Hangsamithun' are also works
of batik by Mitu like the one that
was titled 'deer’. The crease of
wax somehow seems to provide
an extra dimension. The works
appear pretty natural, as these
beasts are natural elements.

Sumona

Perhaps woman represents the
human race in Mitu's art, in
'Nabanna' and in 'Ramani',
women belonging to two differ-
ent classes. A working class
woman, perhaps, works alone,
beside a tree, a stretch of green

is at the background. She is
winnowing the golden seeds,
the newly harvested crops.
'Ramani' features a harem
dweller, a stately woman clad in
jewellery and flowing, embroi-
dered clothing. A depression
hangs on her eyes while an
ancient mansion is at the back-
ground.

Shila's works show the art-
ist's particular tendency to pick
up different forms of bamboo
sized and cut in different ways.
In her works of clay titled 'Ants',
'Dance' and 'Animal' she has
tried to capture the forms of
bamboo in different shapes. At
first sight they appear normal
works of clay, but if they are
examined closely, a bamboo all
over is the sense that one may
get. Ants, all of them of the same
shape and always with three

Untitled 2001 - Sharmin Siraji

Dance 2002 RehanaYesmin

couples of legs are spread all
over the bamboo like pieces. 'l
take interest in ants, | do not
know why, it feels strange when
an ant walks over your body, and
encounters like these inspired
me to work with ants', said Shila,
obsessed with bamboo and
ants. Shilalikes bamboo forests.
In her works of clay one or two
bamboo leaves could be seen,
as if they are in their natural
habitat. Dance is another theme
that can be found in her works,
as the dancing midgets remind
us of ballroom dancers of West
and Monipuri nrittya.

Sharmin seems to believe in
the goodness of life. Her works
represent the pristine copy of
nature, free of pollution. The use
of prismatic spectrum has
added eye-soothing dimensions
in her works. Man and nature in
harmony is a theme that is used
and presented in many ways in

her works. The landscapes are
formatted in such a way that this
encourages the viewer to spec-
ulate; the sun is about to set, the
boatmen are pulling boats stuck
in thick sediment, women are
bathing in blue water-pool
where numerous lotus are
spread out and captured in
strokes of Sharmin's brush.

Sharmin participated in 2nd
Berger Painting Exhibition in
1997 and All Annual Art Exhibi-
tion. Shila participated in 14"
Young Artists Exhibition in 2002
and has received training on
block designing, book designing
and handicrafts. Mitu has
received Zunabul Islam Memo-
rial prize and she participated in
the 13th Young Artists Exhibition
in 1999.
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