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Print exhibition

July19-28

Gallery 21 at Dhanmondi in the city

presents a

solo print exhibition of

artist A. Rahman that continues
daily from 10 am. to 8 p.m.
Professor Mahmudul Haque
inaugurates the exhibition and
Nahas Ahmed Khalil stays present
asspecial guest.

Chi
painti

ldren's
ng

July 22-August 8
Entitled Wasserwelten (Water

world), an

exhibition of paintings

done by children from the schools
of 'Shilpi Sultan Pathshala’ and

‘Surovi' of

Dhaka, takes place at

Goethe Institut in the city from 2
p.m. to 8 p.m. everyday except on
Fridays and general holidays.

Exhibition on

French artist

July 5-August 2

An exhibition of the works of French
artist George de La Tour, observing
his 350th death anniversary,
continues at the Andre Malraux
room of Alliance Francaise in the
city. The exhibits include books on
the artist and a majority of his
famous works.

Art exhibition
August2-15

Artist Fakrul Islam holds a solo
exhibition of his works at the gallery
of Alliance Francaise, complete
schedule of which will soon be
announced. 'Art is the best way to
express emotion, love and personal
attitude of oneself' says Fakrul.
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CULTURE

Cabaret Evening on Pasteur

and his Science

Professor Raichvarg demonstrates life and work
of Louis Pasteur in an unusual medium

HARUN UR RASHID

HE cozy corner of the
cafeteria at the Alliance
Francaise turned on 19 July
evening into a nineteenth century
French cabaret with the
presentation of Cabaret Pasteur by
Daniel Raichvarg. A Professor of
biology at the University of
Burgundy (Dijon), Raichvarg
created this cabaret in 1995 on
several important aspects of the life
and work of scientist Louis Pasteur.
Since then he has presented the
cabaret along with some other
shows in many countries as part of
his mission of 'communicating
science to the public' assigned to
him by the University of Burgundy.
In France, a cabaret is a restau-
rant that also provides its custom-
ers, while they eat and drink, with

entertainment like music and dance,
magic show, even comic parodies of
social or political events of the
country. A striking feature of such
cabaret is that it often interacts with
its audience that makes the show
even livelier. Professor Raichvarg
has chosen this form of theatrical art
to represent the relationship
between science and the society. It
enables him to extend among mass
people the policy of the University of
Burgundy on Public Understanding
of Science.

From the beginning to the end,
the Cabaret maintained a very
dramatic atmosphere, with all the
movements and gestures of its
presenter, his dialogues and man-
ner of delivering them, occasional
humorous comments on the audi-
ence, and, above all, his make-up as
a cabaret artiste in the nineteenth
century fashion. At the sane time,

his presentation of different scientific
phenomena in the life of Louis
Pasteur constituted the basic theme
of the Cabaret.

Raichvarg, with a basket in his
one hand and a small bag , stepped
into the cafeteria announcing, quite
dramatically, the subject of his
cabaret on that evening. Like a
priest at a Holy Communion, he held
the bag before a spectator and
offered a piece of the 'holy' candy,
and then asked him or her to pick an
item from the basket. In the basket
were a loaf of French bread, cans of
beer, boxes of curds, photographs
and several other items. All these
things were, however, related in one
way or another with Pasteur's scien-
tific experiments and discoveries.

After an item was picked,
Raichvarg went on demonstrating
the entire history of Pasteur's contri-
bution to that item. Thus he told how
Pasteur had to face a lot of obstacles
against establishing his scientific
findings that denounced man exist-
ing irrational unscientific beliefs.
Raichvarg showed the slide of the
first boy vaccinated by Pasteur
against the fatal disease rabies and
another of the boy's mother who
travelled the long way from a small
village in Germany to Paris to meet
Louis Pasteur for the treatment of
her child. He narrated how Pasteur
helped the French beer industry
survive against the increasing
popularity of German beer by dis-
covering the effect of the yeasttype
of fungous microbeson beer after
fermentation. He also showed slides
of some contemporary posters and
cartoons that ridiculed Pasteur and
his invention.

That Louis Pasteur is one of the
scientists whose influences are
most prominent in the present life of
human civilisation, leaves no doubt
in a mind after watching the cabaret
by Raichvarg. Cabaret Pasteur has
made the general publicotherwise
unconscious of Pasteurfamiliar with
him. One is sure to realise that
science is not just a phenomenon for
scientists alone, but it has eventually
every relation with the common
people.

A first of its type in the

country in Bangla

Local theatre group to perform GRIPS method children’'s
theatrical play at Goethe Institut in the city

CULTURE DESK

T ITLED "Home Alone",
children's stage production
done in GRIPS method,
comes before the audience at
Goethe Institut in the city on the
evenings on July 23, 24 and 25 from
7 to 8 pm. "Natya Chakra", a theatre
group of Dhaka arranges the event
that is composed in Bangla by
Junaid Eusuf, a member of the
organization.

The play unfolds from a synopsis
that reveals pathos, loneliness and
monotony of a six-year old child who
is desperate to get his father as his
playmate. The father tries to sleep
as it becomes bedtime but due to
the child's urges initially fails to do

St

Volker Ludwig

so. He performs all kinds of hilarious
activities to draw attention of the
child, to make him satisfied and to

A performance by GRIP hatre Berlin

leave him alone but fails. At last,
after a long pursuance, the father
succeeds in taking control of his
son's thoughts, falls asleep leaving
the child to his own world of childish
thoughts and dreams.

The play has a symbolic theme
that depicts the crude and selfish
attitude of the adult world towards
children. Exploitative and fraudulent
capacity of the matured characters
against the simple and innocent
children represents contrasting
theme, in the process. It also shows
the uniqueness of the maternal
affection which is apparently absent
in any other relation of the human-
kind.

In 1979 United Nations had
published a signed treaty by the
representatives of the 20 nations to
protect children's rights globally and
to make them aware about their
potentiality as future operators of
the world ,and of the gaping unjust
and devoid of the congenial envi-
ronment around them. GRIPS
theatre movement had emerged
from Germany with such social
missions of children's rights and
awareness and it has been spread-
ing in many countries of the world
including Pakistan and India in
different languages including in
Hindi and Bangla.

Junaid, the author of the play,
holds scholarship of Goethe Institut
of Dhaka for his achievement at a
weeklong workshop in 1996 in India
that was conducted by Volker Lud-
wig and Thomas Ahrens of the
GRIPS theatre of Berlin. The work-
shop taught the special method of
GRIPS that has been developed
solely for young theatrical perform-
ers. Junaid, who has been greatly
inspired by the short course, is at
present engaged with some other
productions in Dhaka those too,
follow GRIPS method. 'Home Alone’
is being performed by "Natya Chak-
ra" on the occasion of its 25" perfor-
mance of theatrical play of GRIPS-
Method, in Bangladesh.
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Fakir Alamgir

leaves for
Europe

Renowned singer,
Fakir Alamgir,
reaches Austria for
Bangladesh festival
CULTURE DEsK
O N the invitation of the expa-
triate Bangladeshi and
Bengali Indians of Austria,
Fakir Alamgir, a well known and

popular vocalist of the country. has
left the city for Europe on July 18 ,on

a fortnight long tour to Austria,
Germany and Great Britain.

Bangladesh Festival, a grand
meet of Bengali cultural personali-
ties from different parts of the world,
would be held in Austria within the
next few days that would be graced
among others by reputed artist Fakir
Alamgir. Artists who have settled
from Bangladesh in Austria and
neighbouring countries will also be
present at the festival that is
regarded by the expatriate
Bangladeshis as a meet of high
importance in the cultural arena.

Fakir Alamgir will head for Eng-
land and then Germany to perform
before the members of Bangladeshi
communities living in those coun-
tries.

' | am going to this particular trip
only due to the ardent call, hence
invitation of my Bangalee brothers
and sisters who lead a drab life
abroad and wait for years to relish
the performance of any Bengali
artist', said Fakir Alamgir prior to his
departure.

The singer, as per schedule, is
expected to return home on first
week of August.

Raichvarg
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