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RECOMMENDATIONS

Print exhibition

July 19-28

Gallery 21 at Dhanmondi in the city
presents a solo print exhibition of
artist A. Rahman that continues
daily from 10 am. to 8 p.m.
Professor Mahmudul Haque
inaugurates the exhibition and
Nahas Ahmed Khalil stays present
asspecial guest.

Exhibition on

French artist
July5-August 2

An exhibition of the works of French
artist George de La Tour, observing
his 350th death anniversary,
continues at the Andre Malraux
room of Alliance Francaise in the
city. The exhibits include books on
the artist and a majority of his
famous works.

Group art show
July 13-20

A group art exhibition is on at the
gallery of Indian High commission
cultural center in the city that
features works of five young artists.
The show continues everyday from
3p.m.to8p.m.

Art exhibition

August2-15

Artist Fakrul Islam holds a solo
exhibition of his works at the gallery
of Alliance Francaise, complete
schedule of which will soon be
announced. 'Art is the best way to
express emotion, love and personal

Fine arts promotes charity

Two sisters hold art exhibition in the city to raise funds for Afghan
children and for a young person who requires financial support

for artificial limb

Aziz AMIRUL

intricately patterned dragons

and demons of far-eastern
folklores, butterflies of children's
dream worlds and beautiful
female faces and figures of the
real world appear as subjects in
art works of Tia and Nadia, two
sisters, who currently hold their
joint exhibition at an office bal-
cony of Bangladesh Institute of
Law and International Affairs
(BILIA) at Dhanmondi (Road no.
7) in the city. The exhibition
displays around two dozen
works, all of which are tagged
with price, sale proceedings of
which will go to charity accounts
created in support of children of
the war-ravaged Afghanistan
and in aid of a young man who
lost both his arms in an accident
afew years back in the city.

The artists, both of whom are

I NTENSELY colourful and

attachment surgery

Apainting by Nadia

students, depict a wide range of
subjects, and prefer to follow

Awork of Nadia

trends of realism while a few of
the paintings and sketches
highlight semi abstractive
themes. As Tia says, 'We have
no particular themes at all in our
works and we paint whatever
seems to be beautiful'.

Tia's works comprise of fig-
ures like one that features
Bollywood star and former Miss
World Aishwarya Rai, sketched
in pencil that stands a few feet
high from ground, drawn on a
huge piece ofart paper.

A nicely decorated dining
table complete with exotic
dishes and bottles of drinks
become an important subject of
one of Tia's works that consists
of bright shades and hues of all
sorts. Most of Tia's paintings
present shades in blue, green,
yellow, gold and often black, as
well as white.

A bit unlike her sister, Nadia
likes to play with slightly abstract
subjects. She portrays long
figures of dragons; huge laced

cock or even paints a deep yel-
lowish golden sun surrounded
by brownish clouds. Done in
pastel, oil or in mixed media, a
few of Nadia's works also feature
serene landscape or shady
mountainous surroundings
across the borders of some
unknown land. Light blue, tur-
quoise and white shades in
picturesque scenarios of hills
and clouds reveal certain nostal-
gic viewpoints of the artist

The siblings try their best to
entertain art connoisseurs as
well work for some humanitarian
cause through hosting art exhibi-
tions. The current exhibition,
being one of their routine annual
or biennale events, would be
successful if it only brings
refreshing smile to faces of those
who are fighting for survival in
this difficult world.

The exhibition remains open
to all from morning up to evening
every day till July 26.

Devdas creates
new record

Taran Adarsh, a film magazine
publisher of India speaks to AFP
correspondent of the great success
of Devdas, a latest movie

AFP, Bombay

EVDAS, Bollywood's most

expensive film ever, swept the

box office across India at the
weekend to break all previous records,
trade analysts told AFP.

Produced at a cost of 500 million
rupees (10.2 million dollars), "Devdas”
-- a tragic love story starring superstar
Shah Rukh Khan -- saw full house
signs posted at all screenings in some
300 to 350 cinema halls around India,
they said.

For Bombay alone -- Bollywood's
headquarters and the industry yard-
stick -- the weekend collections from
19 cinema halls amounted to six
millionrupees (122,449 dollars).

The box office opening weekend
record in Bombay was held by last
year's multi-starred "Kabhi Khushi
Kabhi Gham (Sometimes Joy,
Sometimes Sorrow), which raked in
3.5 million rupees on the first week-
end.

This was followed by mega hit
"Gadar" (Uprising) and Oscar nomi-
nee "Lagaan" (Tax). No weekend box
office takings are available for the latter
two, but first-day receipts for "Gadar"
amounted to 1.18 million rupees and
for"Lagaan" 1.0 million rupees.

"Devdas has received a fabulous
100 percent opening response all over
the country, breaking the previous box
office records," Taran Adarsh, pub-
lisher of fim magazine Trade Guide
told AFP.

He said figures from centres
outside Bombay were notimmediately
available.

"However, the feedback is that it is
the same everywhere."

Media reports indicate that
"Devdas" has also opened to full
houses in the United Kingdon, scoop-
ing more than 60,000 pounds on the
opening day alone.

Film analysts attributed the good
showing to media hype and strong
word of mouth endorsement.

The media interest began long
before the movie's release, especially
after its screening in the non-
competitive segment at the recent

"It's the craze that is driving the
movie. Everyone wants to see it at
leastonce," said Ardash.

"What is interesting is that the
movie has generated such aresponse
despite a story that is widely known
and with around nine versions of
Devdas already made inthe past.”

Whether it can sustain the interest
would become clearer by the end of
the week, he added.

"Devdas" is yet another remake of
the 1950s classic story of three lovers,
this time the emphasis being on lavish
sets and sumptuous backdrops.

While Khan plays the role of the
pining self-destructive lover, former
Miss World Aishwarya Rai is in the
lead female role, while popular
Bollywood actress Madhuri Dixit
enacts the key role of courtesan,
giving the third angle to the story.

Bouyed by the initial success of
his production, producer Bharat Shah
plans to bring out around 200 more
prints for the local and overseas
markets.

Shah is also optimistic that his 500
million rupees investment will break
even -- possibly by the end of the
second week.

"l will recover all my money from
the second week if the movie gets a
100 percent response in the first
week," Shah told AFP.

Shah was recently released on bail
by a Bombay court after sitting in jail for
more than a year following his arrestin
January 2001 for alleged links to the
mafia.

Exhibitors, meanwhile, are cashing
in on the film's popularity and have
increased prices by 50to 75 percent.

Bollywood, meanwhile, is sitting
fingers crossed hoping that "Devdas"
brings in much needed oxygen for the
industry.

Bombay's output-oriented film
industry churns out low and middle-
budget formulaic Hindi movies, is
struggling to get out of the red after
more than 150 flops in the last six
months and only one hit.

| Music I
Tunes speak

of past
Rehana Matlub

performs guitar
in the city

CULTURE DESK

UESTS present ata musical
evening of guitar perfor-
mance, which was held at
the auditorium of the British Council
in the city on July 18, were
enthralled by a performance of
Hawaiian guitar from Rehana
Matlub, a reputed female guitarist .
The event was organized by the
management of Manab Shilpo-
Shahittya-Sangskriti Gosthi, a local
cultural organization headed by
Matlub Ali, a professor of Fine Arts
Institute of Dhaka University.
Entitled 'Ei shundor shornali
shondhaey', the event was attended
among others by Mustafa Zaman
Abbasi, a veteran singer and Direc-
tor-General of Bangladesh
Shilpakala Academy. Tasmima
Hossain, editor of fortnightly maga-
zine, 'Pakkhik Anannya', was also
present as a special guest. Ustad
Samir Chanda Coton, a renowned
music instructor and teacher of

Rehena, joined in the function.

A large number of music lovers
and connoisseurs of instrumental
music attended the ceremony that
produced guitar tunes from classi-
cal, Nazrul and Tagore songs of
former days.

The same organizers had
arranged the first solo program of
amateur guitarist Rehana Matlub on
October of 2000 at an auditorium of
Bangladesh National Museumin the
city that had earned the artist quite a
good reputation and introduction
among local music enthusiasts.

Rehana Matlub is a regular artist
of Bangladesh television and radio
since last three decades. She is
currently engaged in a job at Bangla-
desh Shishu Academy's cultural
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