@he Baily Star

My,

SPO

DHAKA THURSDAY JuLY 18, 2002I 5

Barnes becomes
Protea A coach

REUTERS, Johannesburg

South Africa's cricket administrators
have continued their wide-ranging
reorganisation with the appointment
of Vincent Barnes as coach of the
national 'A'and under-19 teams.

Barnes takes over from former
international batsman Hylton
Ackerman, who performed the role
on a less formal basis but whose
contract expires in August and has
notbeen renewed.

Barnes's appointment, which
takes effect on September 1, follows
the replacement of four of the five
national selectors, the head coach
and the physiotherapist.

"The General Council of the UCB
(United Cricket Board) decided to
elevate this position to ensure that
the person who holds it will work
very closely with the coaches in the
national squad,” UCB chief execu-
tive Gerald Majola said in a state-
ment.

"It will be Vincent's responsibility
to ensure that players are constantly
coming through the ranks and ready
to take up places in the national
squad.

"The UCB has embarked on a
drive to keep the SA A team highly
active and for this team to be a solid
stepping stone into the national
squad with as narrow a gap as
possible between the two sides.

"Hylton has made himself avail-
able to assist with our young players
and | am happy to keep his expertise
in South African cricket."

Barnes, 42, has coached in the
Western Province system since
1995 when he started as a youth
coach at the province. He coached
the provincial 'A' side with Eric
Simons for two years until Simons
was appointed national coach six
weeks ago.

Barnes represented the coloured
Western Province Cricket Board as
a right-arm swing bowler between
1977 and unity in 1991 and then
played for the unified Western
Province Cricket Association until
his retirementin 1994.

"l have spoken to Eric and will
continue to work closely with him in
building a strategy and level of
cricket to make sure the players are
ready at all times to make the step
up to international cricket," Barnes
said.

Fletcher joined

FROM PAGE 13

Speed said the consensus among
the captains present at Lord's was
that the volume of cricket played
had "gone about as far as it can go".

"The captains asked the ICC to
look at whether there can be a break
in the scheduling and we're happy to
take their concerns on board," said
Speed.

"When we look at the scheduling
over the next five years, if we could
limit it so that each country, say,
played no more than 14 Test
matches and something like 25 or
26 one-day internationals, that
might be achievable."

The implementation of anti-
corruption measures was also
discussed, with Anti-Corruption
head Paul Condon outlining the
progress made in the last year.

Fleming said the captains -- who
also included England's Nasser
Hussain, India's Saurav Ganguly,
Pakistan's Wagqar Younis and South

Africa's Shaun Pollock -- were
pleased with Condon's 'positive
spin'.

"We're very happy with what's
been put in place. We have felt the
force of that in the last couple of
series we have played," Fleming
said.

"l believe the direction the game
is going, we all know that it was at
crisis point (but) in the last 12
months there has been a definite
shiftin the positive.

"As players we have been
pleased by that because there had
been a lot of slurring of perfor-
mances and that affected us in
many ways."

Meanwhile, in the women's pole
vault, one of the non-Grand Prix
events, Russia's Svetlana

S Athletics

INTERNET, London

Feofanova set a European record of
4.78 metres.

She beat German Annika
Becker's old record set 10 days ago
by one centimetre.

Kipketer won the 3000m steeple-
chase

British triple jumper Jonathan
Edwards outjumped local hero
Christian Olsson to record a world's
best this year of 17.78 metres at the
IAAF Grand Prix in Stockholm.

Edward sets new mark

Jolanda Ceplak of Slovenia was
thirdin 1:58.63.

The 3000m steeplechase was
equally as close with former world
record holder Wilson Boit Kipketer
winning in a world leading time for
the year of 8:00.56.

The men's 110m hurdles was
won by Olympic champion Anier
Garcia (13.13), who beat three-

The world record holder edged
out Sweden's Olsson by 39 centi-
metres as he made amends for
Friday's Golden League defeat by
America's Walter Davis in Rome.

Belarus jumper Aleksandr
Glavatskiy was third with a leap of
17.09m.

"Tonight was great, the best I've
jumped for a year," Edwards said.

"It was solid, good footwork, |
could have had an 18-plus metres
tonightif | had needed it."

In the men's 100m, America's
Tim Montgomery was awarded first
place after finishing in the same
time, of 10.08 seconds, as Kim
Collins of St Kitts.

America's Bernard Williams was
thirdin 10.14.

Neither Maurice Greene or
Britain's Dwain Chambers - who
beat the world and Olympic cham-
pion twice in a weekend recently -
were at the Stockholm event.

In the javelin, European cham-
pion Steve Backley, back from
injury, finished sixth behind Sergey
Makarov.

The Russian threw 87.83m to
beat Boris Henry (84.89m) as
Backley could only manage
80.55m.

Meanwhile, America's Olympic
silver medallist Alvin Harrison took
the 400m in 44.57 seconds from
team-mate Leonard Byrd.

Devers won the women's 100m
hurdles

Edmonton world champion
Avard Moncur, of the Bahamas,
finished thirdin 45.01.

Elsewhere, American veteran
Gail Devers beat Jamaican
Bridgette Foster to win the 100m
hurdlesin 12.42 seconds.

"I was happy with the race,"
Devers said.

"But it was not the best for me, |
felt kind of up and down, | knew it
was going to be a great competition.

"It was about getting out front
and staying in front. They keep me
on my toes, these young girls."

In the women's 800m, newcomer
Nicole Teter won in one minute
58.13secs, edging out Olympic
champion Maria Mutola, of
Mozambique by 0.10 seconds.

World indoor record holder

JONATHAN EDWARDS

times world champion Allen
Johnson (13.17).

In the women's 100m, Zhanna
Pitusevic-Block, the fastest runner
this year, scorched to another win in
10.91secs.

Seeds sails
nTennis

AFP, Umag

tournament for the third time, after
1996 and 2001.

"I was a bit lost in the first
games," Moya told journalists.

"Kucera had a good service,
but as soon as | broke his service
everything went on smoothly. | feel
great here in Umag," Moya said
adding he was ready to achieve
good results here this year as well.

The Spaniard said he would go
"up to the top, if possible."

The hosts also had a good
reason to celebrate since fourth
seed Ljubicic scored an easy win
against Greece's Vasilis
Mazarakis 6-3, 6-2.

Sixth seed Calleri of Argentina
virtually "swept away" Spaniard
Feliciano Lopez, 6-1, 6-2.

But, fifth seed Spain's Vicente
had a more difficult task since he
had to play three sets to defeat
Czech Ota Fukarek 6-4, 1-6, 7-5.

The 19-year-old Frenchman
Paul-Henri Mathieu beat 6-3, 7-5,
nine year older Spaniard Alberto
Portas, who experienced prob-
lems with his first serve.

In the last match Spaniard Galo
Blanco retired during the third set
due to cramp in both legs, thus
leaving Argentina's Guillermo
Coria qualifying with 6-4, 6-7, 2-0.
However, Coria could have won
already in the second set had he
notissed three match balls.

The second day of the 400,000-
dollar ATP tournament in Umag
saw all four seeds -- Argentina's
Augustin Calleri, Croatia's Ivan
Ljubicic as well as two Spaniards
Carlos Moya and Fernando
Vicente -- easily qualify on
Tuesday for the second round.

It was the opposite of the open-
ing day, Monday, when top seed
David Nalbandian of Argentina
lost against little known Spaniard
David Ferrer 6-4, 6-3.

However, last year's Umag
tournament winner Moya and
Slovak Karol Kucera, as the most
interesting opponents, showed
the best performance.

The beginning of the game was
somewhat unique since neither of
the players won a single point on
his own service.

Kucera had two breaks, lead-
ing 2-1, and in the fourth game he
was leading 3-1, but stopped
there, as Moya won the next nine
gamesin arow.

Although Kucera did not play
badly it took Moya, who showed
an excellent game, only 52 min-
utes to beat him 6-3, 6-1.

If Moya continues with such an
excellent performance he could be
well on his way to win the Umag

Pak boxers
hopeful

AFP, Karachi

Pakistan's boxing trio are punching
against adversity to win gold medals
when the battle lines are drawn in
Manchester from July 25 for for the
XVII Commonwealth Games.

"Despite all we suffer in our daily
lives we are geared up for the
Commonwealth Games and want to
win gold medals for our country,”
Syed Asgher Ali, a silver medallist in
the 1998 games in Kuala Lumpur
told AFP.

Apart from cricketers, sportsmen
in Pakistan have a difficult life.
Remunerations are small and cash
rewards are hard to come by.

"l earn 6,000 rupees (100 dollars)
a month in salary which has to get
me through 30 days, so how can |
fully concentrate on boxing? It's only
through the efforts of Pakistan's
boxing officials that | am ready," Ali
said.

The 25-year-old pugilist from
Hyderabad, won a silver medal in
the lightweight category in Kuala
Lumpur.

This year he will be competing in
the light welterweight category.

He won gold in the Olympic
qualifiers in South Korea in 2000
before losing in the quarter-finals of
the Sydney Olympics the same year.

Aliwas declared the best boxerin
the 25-team Chowdhry International
at Baku, Azerbaijan in March this
year, and went on to clinch silver in
the King's Cup in Thailand in April.

"Ali is a bright prospect for a gold
medal now and it's unfortunate that
we have no government support in
the sport, because otherwise we
would have stronger potential in
boxing," said Professor Anwar
Chowdhry, the head of the Pakistani
Boxing Federation, who also heads
the International Amateur Boxing
Association.

There is a glimmer of hope of
gold for Pakistan in the heavyweight
division from Shaukat Ali Chatta, a
strapping boxer from the industrial
city of Faisalabad.

Umpires Ibw-ed!
AFP, London

Cricket's governing body the
International Cricket Council (ICC)
revealed here Monday umpires
would be able to use TV replays
over leg before wicket decisions at
September's Champions' Trophy in
SriLanka.

ICC cricket manager Dave
Richardson said Ibw provoked most
errors among umpires and needed
to be addressed.

"Lbw will be one of the areas
where umpires can consult, but only
in certain areas such as whether the
ball pitched outside leg-stump or
took the inside edge," the former
South Africa wicketkeeper said.

"Lbw is one of those areas where
umpires are making mistakes time
and time again," he added.

TV replays have up to now been
used for run outs and catches.

Boldon to miss
Games

INTERNET, London

Commonwealth Games 100m
champion Ato Boldon will not defend
his title in Manchester due to a lack
of preparation.

The Trinidad and Tobago sprinter
has decided not to compete again
this season after a run of poor form
in recent months.

"l am not in the kind of shape that
Iwould like to be in at this point of the
year," said Boldon.

Boldon finished last in the
Golden Gala meeting in Rome on
Friday, despite running his best time
this year at 10.23 seconds.

The 28-year-old's best result of
the season was a fourth place finish
in the 100m in Fort-de-France,
Martinique, and he has suffered
recurrent back problems and leg
pain.

His coach John Smith believes
he spent too little time preparing for
the season and would benefit from a
short break and ahead of the 2003
season.

Boldon will now focus on the
Paris world outdoor championships
nextyear.

Maurice closes
in on Hicham

AFP, Monte Carlo

World and Olympic Champion
Maurice Greene of the United
States closed the gap further on
overall leader Hicham El Guerroujin
the IAAF world rankings released
here on Tuesday.

Greene's blistering 9.89sec in
Rome last Friday extended his lead
at the head of the 100m ranking, but
also edges him closer to Morocco's
1500m world record holder El
Guerrou;.

The win earned Greene 1425
points in performance scores,
leaving him only 24 points behind
the Moroccan distance runner.

Namibian sprint legend Frankie
Fredericks is also improving on his
rankings despite a disappointing
fifth in the 100m in Tuesday night's
IAAF meet in Stockholm where he
clocked 10.16sec behind winner
Tim Montgomery of the USA in
10.08sec.

After threatening the world with
retirement last year, the 34-year-old
ran 19.99 at the Roma Golden Gala
to win the event and jump to 8th in
the 200m Event Ranking.

Fredericks' win allowed him to
enter the Overall top 100 in 99th
place.

Australian World Champion
pole-vaulter Dmitriy Markov was
unable to repeat his performance
from last year and lost not only 16
points in the rankings but also his
event leading position to American
Jeff Hartwig.

Canas moves on

AFP, stuttgart

Two huge downpours and near-
steady drizzle kept play to a mini-
mum Tuesday at the 500,000-dollar
Mercedes Cup, with third seed
Guillermo Canas managing a rain-
interrupted win into the second
round.

The third-seeded Argentine, who
lost last year's final to Brazilian
Gustavo Kuerten on the
Weissenhof club clay, defeated
Sargis Sargsian of Armenia 6-3, 6-4.

Julien Boutter won an all-French
clash as he defeated Julien Varlet, a
qualifier 6-3, 6-1.
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State Minister for Youth and Sports Fazlur Rahman (2nd from left) handing
over the Lifebuoy-Community football tournament trophy to the captain of
The Independent at the Bangabandhu National Stadium yesterday.

It means so much to ‘em

(Y] Mancnester

AFP, Manchester

Only in the most peculiar of circum-
stances would athletes from the
outposts of Nauru and Niue expect
to mix it up with the sporting giants of
England and Australia.

But the Commonwealth Games,
bringing together superstars and
wannabes from the remnants from
the old empire, have given some of
the sleepy corners of the world a
chance to wake up in the spotlight.

And sometimes, they have only
been too happy to seize their oppor-
tunity.

Take weightlifter Marcus
Stephen.

The man from the tiny island of
Nauru in the South Pacific Ocean,
which boasts a population of just
12,000, could only manage a mod-
est eighth place at the Sydney
Olympics where the big men of
Europe dominated.

But in the smaller confines of the
Commonwealth Games, he is
untouchable winning three golds in
the 62 kg class in Kuala Lumpur in
1998 to add to the three he won in
Canadain 1994.

Not a bad performance for a man
from an island whose previous
claims to fame had been its phos-
phate deposits and the fact that
when it achieved independence in
1968, it became the smallest inde-
pendent republic in the world.

Stephen's story could be an
inspiration for the countless other
unknowns who will descend upon
Manchester.

From Anguilla in the Caribbean,
Charlie Bryan, brother Ronnie and
Kris Pradel have all been working
full-time in order to pay for their
cycling equipment as they represent
their country for the first time.

Their reward -- a chance to test
their skills against the likes of
Scotland's David Millar, a Tour de

France stage winner, in the Games'
road race on August 3.

Pradel goes by the nickname of
Vanish.

"l have the power, stamina, level
of fitness and hunger to put me right
in there with the big boys. | am
determined to put myself and
Anguilla on the cycling map," he
said

On the world map, Anguilla is a
speck of a place and a British
dependency lying midway between
Antigua and the British Virgin
Islands.

Africa supplies the bulk of the 72
competing nations -- the controver-
sial Zimbabwe taking part alongside
heavyweights South Africa and
tourist idylls Seychelles and
Mauritius.

Asia can boast India and
Pakistan while, in Europe, the likes
of Wales, Scotland, Northern
Ireland and even the Isle of Man
have the opportunity to step out of
their traditional Team UK mode and
Gilbraltar will be keen to show their
allegiances.

In Oceania, representatives from
Australia and New Zealand will be
determined to cast their giant shad-
ows over Vanuatu, the Norfolk
Islands and Kiribati.

From the America zone, the
Falklands will hope to snatch a little
of the regional glory from super-
power Canada.

The Falklands first entered the
Games in 1982 in Brisbane with a
team of just two -- now they have six
for Manchester, five of them in the
shooting competition.

For islands whose geography
has posed numerous difficulties in
recent decades, there is irony in that
the Games shooting competition is
being staged 300 miles south of
Manchester, inleafy Surrey!

The smallest nation taking part is
Niue, an elevated atoll in the south
Pacific, which has a population of
just 1750 and covers 259 square
kilometres.

However, the size of the island

has caused a big problem and a
major row.

Two of Niue's lawn bowlers have
been barred from taking part
because the island does not have a
bowling green.

Niue can still put their faith in the
rest of the team of six weight-lifters,
six clay shooters, five athletes, one
boxer and 12 officials.

John Kaulima, Niue consul
general in Auckland who was in
charge of raising 55,000 dollars for
the team's trip, said of the bowlers: "l
felt for them. They are disap-
pointed."

If the Games shines its spotlight
on the array of island dreamers, it
also gives some sports the opportu-
nity to make headlines rather than
being hidden away in the small print.

Squash has consistently lobbied
for inclusion in the Olympics without
success but that hasn't dimmed the
ambitions of the likes of Sarah Fitz-
Gerald who leads Australia's chal-
lenge in Manchester where the
team hopes for three golds.

World number one Fitz-Gerald
will hope to improve on her silver
medal from the 1998 Kuala Lumpur
Games while coach Geoff Hunt is
hopeful of victory in the doubles
event.

"I'm confident because | know
we've got the experience and the
players," Hunt said.

Lawn bowls too will hope that
Manchester will help in its endless
quest for a more sexier image and
global appeal -- it was a sport which
started with impressive credentials.

When England formed the first
association in 1903 they enlisted the
help of legendary cricketer WG
Grace to be their first president.

Ironically, as bowls continues to
form part of the 19 sport programme
having featured for the first time at
Hamilton in 1930, cricket has disap-
peared from the Manchester sched-
ule despite its presence last time out
in Malaysia.

Costa survives a

nTennis

AFP, Amsterdam

Newly-crowned French Open
champion Albert Costa narrowly
avoided a first round exit at the
381,000-dollar ATP tournament
here Tuesday to unheralded quali-
fier Oleg Ogorodov of Uzbekistan.
Costa, who won his first Grand

Slam title last month, was deter-
mined to prevent a repeat of last
week's first round crash in Gstaad to
French qualifier Paul-Henri
Mathieu.

Top seed Costa was a set down
and trailing 0-2 in the second when
he stoped the rot by saving three
break points to avoid a double break
in the claycourt tournament at
Amersfoort, 50km outside
Amsterdam.

PHOTO: INTERNET
Spaniard Albert Costa plays a forehand against Uzbekistan's Oleg Ogorodov
atthe Energis Openin Amsterdam on July 16.

scare

The Spaniard fought his way
back winning 12 of the final 15
games to come away 3-6, 6-3, 6-2
winner.

"l stopped playing completely for
about 20 days, so my confidence
was slightly lower than normal
coming back last week," admitted
Costa who got married the week
after his Roland Garros exploits.

"If you have to hit winners you
have to be confident and you have
to move well. At Roland Garros | felt
| couldn't miss a ball. Today | felt like
I couldn'tgetonein."

"When | was a set and two love
down, facing three break points in
the third game, I thought | was really
going to lose. Recovering from the
game, | quickly changed my outlook
and | just thought of winning, win-
ning, winning," added the Spaniard.

Defending champion Alex
Corretja, coming off his 16th career
title in Gstaad last week, advanced
to the second round with a 6-2, 6-4
win over Brazilian Alexandre Simoni
and next meets Belgian Christophe
Rochus.

Corretja, seeded fourth, said: "It
was difficult playing today, espe-
cially mentally. | had to travel all day
yesterday and only arrived late
afternoon, when | managed to
practice a bit.

"lt's just a matter of adjusting
from the quick courts in Gstaad
where the balls stay lower."

Spaniards plot Lance fall

AFP, France

Lance Armstrong watch out - the
Spanish ONCE team who currently
hold the Tour de France yellow
jersey are hatching plans to keep
the three-time winner's chances at
bay as they head for the mountains.

The race's 11th stage on
Thursday is the first of two consecu-
tive rides in the Pyrenees which,
over two days, features seven
punishing climbs.

Armstrong, the 30-year-old
leader of the US Postal team who
surprised by not winning the yellow
jersey back after he came second
on Monday's individual time trial, is
expected to attack early - an expec-
tation supported by his former team-
mate Tyler Hamilton.

"I think it will be like the last few
years," Hamilton said at a team
press conference. "Teams will race
very hard to put the pressure on, but
| think Lance will attack sooner
rather than later in the Pyrenees."

However the Texan's plans to
take the race lead in the mountains
which separate France and Spain
could be rustled by race leader Igor
Gonzalez de Galdeano, and Joseba
Beloki, who is not yet in yellow but
considered the natural team leader.

Gonzalez de Galdeano, who will
spend his seventh day in yellow
when the race restarts on
Wednesday's 10th, mainly flat,
stage from Bazas to Pau after
Tuesday's rest day, said: "The key to
our offensive is that we all think of
each other's needs at all times
during the race.

"That can only give us an advan-
tage. Joseba is the best climber, so
if he manages to follow Armstrong,

I'll be right behind him."

Beloki, who has shown promise
by finishing third overall on the Tour
the past two years, ruled out a fight
with his own team-mate for the right
towear yellow.

"lt's stupid to talk about who
among us is going for the yellow
jersey. Igor is in yellow so as a
consequence my aim is, for the
moment, a stage win. But you have
to know how to manage and keep
your strength," said the Spaniard.

Beloki believes Armstrong's
setback on Monday, when he failed -
some believe intentionally - to win
yellow and take control of the race,
will be brushed under the carpet.

The American is usually unstop-
pable in the mountains so is likely to
leave his talking until then.

"Armstrong isn't preoccupied
with Monday," added Beloki. "Un-
doubtedly, he is a bit worried but he
knows it's nothing to be freaked
about because he can usually make
the difference more in the moun-
tains thanin time trials.

"But | expect the race to be much
more chaotic in the Pyrenees than it
was last year," added Beloki.

Gonzalez de Galdeano, how-
ever, said it would be difficult for
teams to unify with each other in a
bid to oust the American and his US
Postal team.

"It will be difficult to unify because
everybody has their own ambitions
and wantto win as well.

"We're happy with the first half of
the race, but our aim is to make the
podium, and on the highest step
possible."

Manolo Saiz, the outspoken
ONCE team manager who was
once famously banned from the

Tour, said talk of what would be
Armstrong's fourth consecutive Tour
triumph is simply reassuring.

Asked why he was the favourite,
Saiz said: "It's simply because it is
safe to say so all the time. But
believe me, every day when we go
up to our bedrooms, we do so think-
ing about overall victory."

"Why shouldn'twe?

Pratt skips
Fed Cup

AFP, Sydney

Australian No.1 Nicole Pratt is out of
this weekend's Fed Cup tennis tie
against the Netherlands in
Wollongong, south of here.

Pratt, enjoying a career-high
world ranking of 36, is suffering from
a chronic foot injury that has ham-
pered her for the past nine months.

The injury flared up at
Wimbledon last month and team
captain Evonne Goolagong-Cawley
on Wednesday confirmed Pratt's
withdrawal.

Goolagong-Cawley promoted
the 177th-ranked Christina Wheeler
to join world No.71 Alicia Molik,
world No.107 Evie Dominikovic and
doubles specialist Rennae Stubbs
inthe Australian squad.

Australia and the Netherlands
are playing off to stay in the 16-team
World Group next year.

The draw will be held on Friday.
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