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his 350th death anniversary,
continues at the Andre Malraux
room of Alliance Francaise in the
city. The exhibits include books on
the artist and a majority of his
famous works.
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= e | A Mosaic of Kathak and Odissi| Devdas afresh -
ol A mind blowing dance performance Mumbai filmmaker Leela Bhansali resurrects Sharat Chandra's . 5
menbinarewesaree | organised by Nrittyanchal Devdas that appears on silver screens ;

Weekend cinema

July 19
Alliance Francaise screens Iwo
films on the day, the first being,
"Louvre, la wvisite' 10 be shown al
10:30 a.m. while the other, 'Que la
fete commence’, at 6:00 p.m. The
first film takes the audience to the
biggest museum of the world where
one finds the best and the mosl
exotic artworks and items of other
types

The second film is one of 1974,
and is based on a historical plot of
France.

SAIFUL ISLAM

APTIVATING dance
performances were
presented by dance-
students of Nrittyanchal, an
organisation that inspires clas-
sical dance practice and perfor-
mance in Bangladesh.
Nrittyanchal organised a classi-
cal dance show on July 13 at the
auditorium of Bangladesh
Shishu Academy. It was a rous-
ng finale after workshops con-
ducted by distinguished dance
masters, Malti Shyam and
Kavita Dwibedi, [rom India.
The workshops were run for

institutions running dance
classes on kathak, but dance
sessions on Odissi, or the prac-
tice of this form of enthralling
classical dance are limited in
Bangladesh. Nrittyanchal's
actual plan was to take
Bangladehi students, who were
interested about Odissi, much
near to this particular form of
dance. Their confidence on
stage, subtle movements of eye-
petals and eyes, whirls around
the stage, and expression imply-
ing emotion were remarkable
and praiseworthy when they
were presenting Manglacharan
and Sargam. The dance show

CULTURE DESK

EVDAS, a saga of a broken

heart written in novel form
in Bengali by famous

author Sharatchandra Chatterjee, is
currently a talk of the movie circles
in South Asia, and, in near future, is
certain to bring a great fortune to
Indian filmmaker Sanjay Leela
Bhansali due to his achievement in
making and releasing a new Hindi
filmed version of the epic creation.
The latest Hindi version of Devdas
has been released all over India and
is running houseful since July 12 last
and by virtue ofvideo and CD librar-
ies, made no delay to reach the
doorsteps of Bangladeshi cine [ans.
As the synopsis unfolds, Devdas,
son of a wealthy zamindar of Taal
Sonapur near Kolkata, returns home
from England alter completion of

devotion of a beautiful courtesan
Chandramukhi does not ease the
heartache of losing Paro. It is only
when his eyes close forever and
transports his soul to eternity, does
the pain begin to subside a little,

Devdas leaves behind a testimony of
true love that stays pure, chaste and
undemanding. Indeed, love turns
out to be the sole object in the char-
acter's life that makes the figure
immortal and heroic in Bengali
literature,

Bansali has always had a life long
vision and sensitivity towards a
‘Devdas’ remake mainly because it
celebrates grandeur and grace; both
qualities of which only he could
exhibit with great ease, dedication
and hard work.

Devdas has been made into
feature films several tmes during
the last century in Hindi and Bangla.
Yet the most prestigious of all the
Devdas' includes lilm of
Promothesh Barua in 1935, Bimal
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Aishwarya Rai does Parvati

gives a sensitive and sympathetic
performance. Shahrukh Khan is
known for his passionate perfor-
mances that he has successfully
proved through past performances
in films like "Dilwale Dulhaniya Le

Print exhibition two weeks for hours. More than  was carefully decorated with his formal education. Soon after his o0 henot. Jayenge', "Kuch Kuch Hota Hai' and
" Julv 19-28 eighty students participated in  excellent assortments of kathak return, he meets Parvati, his child- Till a last blink of the eye, it Kabhie Khushi Kabhie Gham', yet it
y : hood playmate. Beautiful Paro has

Gallery 21 at Dhanmondi in the city
presents a solo print exhibition of
arist A. Rahman that conlinues
daily fom 10 am, lo 8 pm
Professor Mahmudul Haque
inaugurates the exhibition and
Nahas Ahmed Khalil stays present
as special guest

Group art show

July 13-20

A group art exhibition is on at the
gallery of Indian High commission
cultural center in lthe city thal
features works of five young artists
The show conlinues everyday from
Jpm.to8pm

Art exhibition

August2-135

Artist Fakrul Alam holds a soio
exhibition of his works at the gallery
of Alliance Francaise, compiete
schedule of which will soon be
announced. ‘Art is the best way 10
express emotion, love and personal
attitude of oneself Fakrul Alam

Cabaret Pasteur

July 19

A play on French scienlist Louis
Pasteur will be held at the cafetena
premises of Alliance Francaise de

Dhakaat7 pm.Ihedisplayisopen.. .t 88

the workshops. Two weeks dose
not seem to be a long time but
the workshops will surely have a

lasting effect on the minds of the
students who took part in it. In
Bangladesh there are some

and Odissi dances. The glitzy
dance show became more en
joyable when Kathak queen
Malti Shyam and Odissi diva
Kavita Dwibedi roused waves on
stage.

Odissi, perhaps the most
lyrical of Indian classical dance
forms, originated in Orissa.
Some consider that this form ol
dance was originated before
Bharata Natyam; a very famous
south Indian dance. Odissi
dates back to 2nd century BC.
Specific moods and attitudes
are very often presented by the
postures of this dance. Kavita
Dwibedi's movements were
swaying and graceful implying
emotion and mood. The sense
of love, delight, passion, and
divine were rendered by sculp-
ture like moves and vigorous
stepping. Odissi has a strange
blend of tenderness and vigour,
which offers devotional and

fervent feels if the recital of

—dancets observedkeenly.

Malti Shyam

Rahio Na Jaye was a dramatic
presentation on the legend of
the beloved's agony and pains-
taking manner of praying for

Shyam.
The

broken heart and [resh effort
over again when her dedicated
worships are hindered. On stage
at a ume she represented (wo
contlicting characters, one In
rage bars and hinders and tries
sever the ties of heart, another
implores and implores and
again starts afresh fully soaked
in devotion. All of these beauti-
ful elements of Kathak provided
almost transcendental experi-
ence. Kathak 1s among the six
major classical dances of India
and one of the most dynamic
theatre arts in the world. The
word kathak is derived from the
word Katha, meaning the art of

beloved starts

with a

birds.

On one side

been dreaming of Devdas as her life
partner. But certain fateful develop-
ment in lives of Devdas, Paro and
others creates a permanent wall of
separation between the two lovesick
of the
remains a heartbroken Paro who
ultimately has to become the wife of
a middle-aged zamindar while on
the other side, stands a completely
shattered and frustrated Devdas.
Unable to bear the agony of life
without Paro, Devdas makes alcohol
his constant companion. But that
hardly makes him forgetful of the
piercing pain. Even the unflinching

wall

remains Devdas's earnest wish to
have a glimpse of his beloved Parvati
but destiny has something else 1o
decide. The harsh world till the end
does not allow the two to meet.
While Paro remains confined inside
the walls of a hellish palace, Devdas,
the forlorn lover waits, but in vain,
outside the gates to have a last
glimpse of his beloved Parvati. He
finally breathes his last without
fulfillmentof the wish.

Thus providing his love the great-
estdignity, itis from Paro's doorstep
that Devdas starts a fresh journey
towards the gates of heaven. Be il
fictitious, yet the character of

Dilip Kumar casts as Devdas in 1955

Roy has created the same in 1955
which features Dilip Kumar in the
lead.

Shooting for the latest version of
the epic plot started since January
2001 in Mumbai. It has seen the
creation of ten gigantic multi-
dimensional sets by art director,
Nitin Desai to depict the early 19th
centuryeraofKolkata.

An entire wardrobe has been re-
created to depict the early 1900's in
Kolkata. Each garment got exqui-
sitely stitched and embroidered
upon Bengali fabrics. For the char-
acter of Devdas, suits those have
been worn during his return from
England have been brought from
small vintage storesin London.

Aishwarya is dainty and delicate
in her porurayal as Paro. She is
entirely believable as a young

8. woman. who solely.exists. for her....

Madhuri

lover. Dixit as

has to be said that Devdas is by far
the best of his career, in this regard.
Jackie Shroff tries to depict a charac-
ter of a spoilt young man vet therp
remains certain gap in bringing out
a typical Bengali character of
Chunilal.

Bengali accent have [requently
been used in dialogues of the film to
bring a flavour of the original Ben-
gali novel instead, as one feels, it
never suits a hindi version. One feels
that if Bangla could be used in "bits
and pieces’, what was the use of
doing the overall production in
hindi?

As Sanjay Leela Bhansali returns
after the hugely successful 'Hum Dil
De Chuke Sanam’, he brings with
him the same music director, a
popular Ismail Darbar. Devdas has
the same classical touches that
Darbar's previous albums did.

A Bangla version of Devdas soon
hits the silver screens of Kolkata, a
latest creation by eminent filmmak-
er Shakti Samant. Prasenjeet casts
the role of Devdas while Tapas Pal
acts as Chunilal. Indrani Halder
casts the role of Chandramukhi. This
particular production of Devdas is
sure to create a true appeal of the
Bengali character of Devdas before
the audience, perhaps a little more
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