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RECOMMENDATIONS

8 |
Exhibition on
French artist

July 5 August2

An exhibition of the works of French
artist George de La Tour, observing
his 350th death anniversary,
continues at the Andre Malraux
room of Alliance Francaise in the
city. The exhibits include books on
the artist and a majority of his
famous works.

Weekend cinema
July 19
Alliance Francaise screens two
films on the day, the first being,
‘Louvre, la visite' to be shown at
10:30 a.m. while the other, 'Que la
fete commence', at 6:00 p.m. The
first film takes the audience to the
biggest museum of the world where
one finds the best and the most
exotic artworks and items of other
types.

The second film is one of 1974,
and is based on a historical plot of
France.

Art exhibition
August2-15

Artist Fakrul Alam holds a solo
exhibition of his works at the gallery
of Alliance Francaise, complete
schedule of which will soon be
announced. 'Art is the best way to
express emotion, love and personal
attitude of oneself' Fakrul Alam.

Cabaret Pasteur
July 19

An exhibition on French scientist
Louis Pasteur will be held at the
cafeteria premises of Alliance
Francaise de Dhaka at 7 p.m. The
displayisopentoall.

The Baily Star

Relating flowers to human mind

Fahmida Khatun juxtaposes flowers and human characteristics side by side in her first solo

SAIFUL ISLAM

AINUL Gallery, at
Institut of Fine Arts,
University of Dhaka,

seems to be clad in flowers
dipped in exotic colours.
Actually these are flowers
painted by Fahmida Khatun.
The first solo painting exhi-
bition of Fahmida started on
July 9 and will end on July
15. To Fahmida flowers can
be a symbol of men and
women around us.

A queer thing behind her
selection of flowers as sym-
bols is that, human being is
as beautiful and as pure as
flowers. ' It is true that the
world is a place of misery
and dishonesty, when the
difficult and desperate situa-
tions wrung out the last bit of
goodness from someone,
one had to act badly.’

Fahmida wanted to trans-
late her this belief in her
works. She changed the
colours of some beautiful
flowers, and on the original
form of the flower splashed
another shade to express
different feelings and ideas.
Some of the flowers painted
are given melancholic and
gloomy shades.

Krishnachura is given
black colour instead of red,
and remarkably the back-
ground is given a red shade;
Shornochanpa is given blue
strokes instead of cadmium
yellow. In a painting titled
'Butterfly' a red
Krishnochura is given blue
shade. These pieces repre-
sent the miserable condi-
tions that one has to face,
the loneliness and the soli-
tude when friends dump
someone. Some other

pieces by the artist repre-
sent a different kind of mind,
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the colours used in them are
soft colours; yellow, orange,
lime, and sky-blue, a bunch
of frolicsome and jolly paint-
ings amidst some clouded
and gloomy works. 'They
represent good, festive and
happy times of our life; we
do not pass bad time over
the years', added Fahmida.

Fahmida's selection of
flowers side by side her art-
works provides a sense of
beauty and serenity special
to the artist. The flowers
selected for the paintings
can be seen ornamenting
green fields and dense for-
ests. They are available at
flower shops, and carefully
trimmed gardens. In drab-
dusty Dhaka city
Krishnachura trees are gifts
of bounteous nature that
provide soothing sights and
relives our eyes of monoto-
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nous scenes. All of the flow-
ers are close to the nature of

Bangladesh. Fahmida Fahmidain egg tempera the
passed a good lot of time springtime is represented
after the flowers. She tried symbolising the subtle

carefully to pick out forms
and images from these beau-
tiful objects. That is why in
some of her paintings we
see detailed work on a par-
ticular part of the flower; in
the piece 'Drop-1' we see
the focus on the center of
the flower that normally
remains almost enfolded by
its soft coloured thin petals.
Fahmida gives a vivid paint-
ing of that particular part of
the flower and tries to pick
out forms from it. Perhaps
the painter wanted to give
her own image of that part of
the flower. 'l wanted to paint
a detailed picture keeping in
mind the peculiarities of that
particular part of a sun-
flower', added Fahmida.

In a group of works by

moments of contentment, in
air there is pollen dust, the
time of pollination the flow-
ers seem to be waving in
breeze.

Fahmida, a student of
oriental art uses oriental
method in her works. 'Tem-
pera and water colour are
my favourite', she added.
She won the 1996 Annual
Exhibition award of the Insti-
tution of Fine Arts of the
University of Dhaka. She is a
Freelance artist who
attended workshops on
wood inlay for three months
organised by BSIC. She
participated in 14" National
Young Artists Exhibition and
10th Asian Art Exhibition in
the year 2002.
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