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RECOMMENDATIONS

Exhibition on
French artist

July 5 August 2

An exhibition of the works of French
artist George de La Tour, observing
his 350th death anniversary,
continues at the Andre Malraux
room of Alliance Francaise in the
city. The exhibits include books on
the artist and a majority of his
famous works.

Weekend cinema
July19
Alliance Francaise screens two
films on the day, the first being,
'Louvre, la visite' to be shown at
10:30 a.m. while the other, 'Que la
fete commence', at 6:00 p.m. The
first film takes the audience to the
biggest museum of the world where
one finds the best and the most
exotic artworks and items of other
types.

The second film is one of 1974,
and is based on a historical plot of
France.

Art exhibition
August2-15

Artist Fakrul Alam holds a solo
exhibition of his works at the gallery
of Alliance Francaise, complete
schedule of which will soon be
announced. 'Art is the best way to
express emotion, love and personal
attitude of oneself' Fakrul Alam.

Cabaret Pasteur
July 19

An exhibition on French scientist
Louis Pasteur will be held at the
cafeteria premises of Alliance
Francaise de Dhaka at 7 p.m. The
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Seminar upholds Thespian values

Visiting Indian playwright Devendra Raj Ankur speaks on background, issues, prospects
and problems of contemporary Indian theatre at a seminar organized by Center
for Asian Theatre (CAT) and Goethe Institut in the city

Aziz AMIRUL

FTER conducting a 6-day

theatrical workshop at

Mirpur in the city, Devendra
Raj Ankur, a professor and current
Director of National School of
Drama at New Delhi attended and
spoke at a seminar on Contempo-
rary Indian Theatre at the audito-
rium of Goethe Institut in the city on
the evening of July 13.

Renowned dramatists and
performers like Mamunur Rashid,
Ataur Rahman, Nasiruddin Yousuf
and a host member of the event and
Secretary-General of Center for
Asian Theatre, Kamaluddin Nilu
joined in the meet. Ataur Rahman
presided over the seminar.

The elderly Indian guest
speaker, while elaborating on
various aspects of the theatrical
developments in the Indian subcon-
tinent, particularly, mentioned, in his
key-note speech, of four different
trends those lead to branching out of
the traditional medium of theatrical
performance in India.

The influence of western theatre,
in regions and states of the country,
was there. Cultural quarters and
theatrical communities started to
follow the alien styles and concepts.
Another trend was of western form
yet dramatists and performers tried
to rediscover their traditional forms
through the passage of western
theatre. Thirdly, there was the very-
close-heart traditional form of
theatre whilst, the fourth and the last
trend was to grow a habit of sticking
to styles those had arose from mere
reading of text book scripts. Yet a
fifth style sometimes developed
those from amalgamation of all the
art forms including photography,
fine art, television, cinema and
such.

While the professor gave
description of a long historical
background of the modern day
theatre, Devendra Raj praised the
important roles of famous theatrical
and literary personalities like Badal

Nazrul and others in development of
stage drama in the Indian subconti-
nent.

An issue that was raised by
Devendra Raj, in the seminar, was
the matter of significance of a direc-
torin a stage production, racing past
the role of a lead performer that,
ever since, is argued by critics'
groups.

Devendra Raj Ankur mentioned
of the immense strength and
diverse qualities of words on thea-
tres and dramas while, at the same
time, criticized of the unnecessary
and widespread use of dialogues in
mediums of cinema, sports, televi-
sion and in those of others.

As he said, theatre should have
required a very strong service of
words and the use should have
clearly been visible through the
performances on stage. 'A new
world should feel the influential
strength of dialogue'.

'Theatre should be the most
important alternative in ones' life
and the world should go back to the
medium of theatre which is not
actually happening at the present. It
has been long that we have moved
away from theatrical ideologies and
connotations', added quite a
dejected Devendra.

A question and answers' session
took place that witnessed a number
of interactions between individual
audiences and the NSD director.

Devendra Raj, while answering
on various queries, once again,
brushed up on a number of earlier
mentioned topics including the
complex matter of supremacy either
of a director or of a lead performer,
on stage. He also gave his personal
opinion on comparative standards
of Bangladeshi and Indian theatres,
to him, what seemed rather quite
equal, hardly having any differ-
ences. 'Being a citizen of a neigh-
bouring country, | should have come
here right at the beginning of my
carrier some three decades back,
had | knew that Dhaka had such a
flourishing theatrical culture'. At this

Devendra Raj Ankur reads out his keynote paper

brief description on the background
of theatre that used to be found in
this world of Bengal during the 60's.
Ataur Rahman, Mamunur
Rashid and Nasiruddin Yousuf
expressed their appreciation and
gratitude to the visiting guest and

spoke of their personal feelings on
arrangement of the workshop.
Devendra Raj gave a brief
description of the workshop activi-
ties and a 20-minute session dem-
onstrated some creations of the 6-
day clinic. A pantomime and a
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Mamunur Rashid speaks before the audience

musical performance, 'Padma
Gokhra', were presented those
received loud applause from the
audience.

The final session witnessed the
presence of Ramendu Mazumder, a
reputed theatre personality, on

stage, who gave away certificates to
the 26 participants of the workshop.
With a short thanksgiving speech
from Mazumder, the show of the
evening came to a pleasantend.

The Daily Star

Obituary [N
An artiste
departs

Padatik performer
Mohammad Rafiqul
Islam expires at 26,
in a city hospital
CULTURE DEsK

OHAMMAD Rafiqul Islam, a
young stage performer who
was a leading member of

Padatik Natya Sangshad passed
away (Innalillahe...) on June 14 at
Shomorita Hospital in the city. He was
26. Rafiq was suffering from viral
hepatitis-B, dengue and malignant
malaria.

Mohammad Rafiqul Islam joined
Padatik in 1992 during his teens.
Street productions like "Taramon' and
'Shari shari lush' brought him fame in
the theatre arena. Rafiq played the
role of Noim in the drama, 'Khetmojur
Khoimuddin' that too, made him
popular. His last performance took
place at Agartala in Tripura last year
where Padatik presented "Khetmojur
Khoimuddin'on December 26.

Rafigwas also good at recitation.

He recently completed MBA
major in Marketing and had working
experience in different business
organisations. Till before his death,
Rafig ran a travel agency in the city
and earned considerable recognition
among visiting tourists in Bangladesh
as areliable and smart tour guide.

Rafig's namaj-e-janaza was held
at the complex of Muktijoddha
Mosque at Mirpur and he was laid to
rest in his family graveyard at
Bhaluka in Mymensingh. Rafiq left
behind his parents and a host of
friends and relatives to mourn his
death.

Members of Padatik Natya
Sangsad expessed deep shock at
the untimely death of Rafig and
prayed for the salvation of the
departed soul.
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