I I DHAKA MONDAY JuLY 15, 2002

Ay

SPORT

The Baily Star

RONALDO

I@ Football

REUTERS, Milan

Inter Milan strikers Ronaldo,
Christian Vieri and Alvaro Recoba,
three of the world's best paid foot-
ballers, have offered to take pay
cuts to help their club through the
financial crisis hitting Italian football.

Inter said on its official Web site
Saturday that the idea of the cut, of
between 5-10 percent, came from
Italy international Vieri, who called
Brazilian World Cup winner
Ronaldo who later contacted
Recoba.

"We spoke to each other and
decided to do something. A direct
gesture, above all to make our
president (Massimo Moratti) under-
stand that we care about Inter, and
we know what it means to do every-
thing possible so that Inter can
become stronger and bigger each
year," Vieri said.

"The president has supported us
in every moment. And we wanted to
make a concrete gesture, a gesture
as Inter players.

"It doesn't count how much, we
won't bring accountants into it. What
isimportant is to take the initiative."

Vieri , currently on holiday in
Spain, called Ronaldo in Rio de
Janeiro, who in turn called the Inter
squad's summer training camp in
Bormio to speak to Recoba . The

Superstars set example

CHRISTIAN VIERI

Uruguayan playmaker then called
Inter president Moratti, who was
initially contacted by Vieri .

Recoba is the best paid player in
Italy, reportedly earning an annual
salary of 8 million euros (US dollars
7.9 million), although he took issue
with thatfigure.

"Maybe it makes my father
happy to know that | earn certain
sums, but the amounts written in the
newspapers aren't those that |
earn," he said. "Everyone likes to
earn a lot, but on my contract there
is adifferent figure."

But Recoba said that in times of
austerity it was right that players
accepted they could be paid less.

"If a club can't pay the players,
then we need to be honest and
accept a pay cut, for the good of
everyone," said Recoba.

Twice former World Player of the
Year Ronaldo, who scored both
goals in Brazil's World Cup final win
over Germany, is estimated to be on
a 4.5 million euros (US dollars 4.4
million) salary as well as earning a
large amount from sponsorship
deals.

The trio's decision came a day
after Italian sports newspapers,
examining the growing debt prob-
lem in the game, published detailed
lists of top players' contracts and
salaries.

Although Inter president Moratti
has spent millions on recruiting top
internationals in recent years Inter
have not won the Italian title since

ALVARO RECOBA

1989.

Last season it was pipped to the
scudetto by rival Juventus on the
last day of the season and came in
for strong criticism from Moratti and
its fans.

Moratti has spent the summer in
negotiations with Lazio in an
attempt to sign their Italy defender
Alessandro Nesta but for once the
big-spending president has been
unwilling, or unable, to spend the
cash needed to bringiin his target.

He is not alone, for big-money
transfers in the Italian game -- and
throughout the Continent -- have
been conspicuous by their absence
sofarin the close-season.

Although the gesture from
Ronaldo, Vieri and Recoba may just
be a nice piece of public relations,
their cuts could help to release
some cash to spend on reinforce-
ments such as Nesta.

The move follows comments
from the head of the ltalian
Footballers Union (AIC), Sergio
Campana, that his members are
ready to accept performance-
related pay with automatic 20 per-
cent cuts for players whose teams
arerelegated.

Players' wages have doubled in
Italy over the past four years while
clubs' income has barely risen,
leaving many Serie A teams facing
hefty debts.
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New Zealand's Ryan Nelson (R) is over the moon as he celebrates his winner

against Australia at Sydney yesterday.

New Zealand rule

Oceania
m Football

INTERNET, Sydney

Australian football indulged in some
deep soul-searching just hours after
the shock 1-0 defeat by New Zealand
in the Oceania Nations Cup in
Auckland.

Ryan Nelson's winner for the
Kiwis took them to next season's
Confederations Cup in France, and
dealt a hefty second sporting blow to
their neighbours from across the
Tasman Sea.

The Socceroos defeat came just
24 hours after the All Blacks rugby
union win over the Wallabies.

Australia, who missed out on a
place in the World Cup finals in a
play-off against Uruguay, will need to
completely overhaul their game,
according the acting Soccer
Australia chief executive Greg Bates.

Bates slammed Soccer Australia
for a lack of planning, which sent a
squad of home-based players to
New Zealand completely unpre-
pared.

He claimed Soccer Australia's
precarious financial position placed
coach Frank Farina in an embarrass-
ing position.

Australia's participation in the
tournament was in doubt until a few
days before the tournament.

Overseas stars such as Leed
United pair Harry Kewell and Mark
Viduka were told they would not be
paid to fly back, and would only get
expenses.

Despite Farina picking a third-
string squad of home-based players,
Australia were still expected to win
the Oceania Nations Cup, and with it
a potential money-spinning trip to
France next year to play in Fifa's
Confederations Cup.

Bates said: "Frank Farina was
given mission impossible in New
Zealand.

"If the administration is in disarray
you cannot win on the field. You
cannot."

Soccer Australia's finances were
damaged when they were forced to
reach an out-of-court settlement with

former marketing partner
International Entertainment
Corporation.

The Australian federation meet on
Friday and Bates called for drastic,
sweeping changes, even at the cost
of his own position.

Bates said: "We have the oppor-
tunity to introduce quite radical
change which is being put to the
board.

"At that time, they will have to
decide a number of things including
whether they want me as Chief
Executive Office. I'm not confident of
keeping the job, though.

"People have to accept responsi-
bility about how we got to this posi-
tion.

"It's not the team, it's not IEC, it's
ourselves.

"Change is not so much about
process or how you run a competi-
tion.

"It's about accepting responsibil-
ity. It's about trust. It's about open-
ness and transparency.

"It's about a willingness to work
with each other and not against each
other.

"And a willingnes to let a profes-
sional management get on with the
job."

Washington DC-based Nelson
volleyed home an Aaran Lines free-
kick from close range to clinch vic-
tory.

Australia dominated the early
stages and were denied a lead when
New Zealand's veteran goalkeeper
Jason Batty pulled off a brilliant 10th
minute save to deny Joel Porter.

New Zealand rode out the pres-
sure and finished the stronger of the
two sides.

Despite scoring 23 goals in the
run-up to the final, the Socceroos
rarely lived up their reputation as
Oceania's strongest football nation.

They needed a golden goal to
beat lowly Tahiti in the semi-final of
the eight-nation tournament.

Baggio signs
two-year deal

INTERNET

Gerrard was

willing
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INTERNET

Liverpool midfielder Steven
Gerrard claims he could have
delayed surgery on a groin prob-
lem and played through the pain
barrier for England at the World
Cup.

But the 22-year-old says he
was not sure he could complete
all England's group games and
decided to stay athome.

| could still have gone and
played but | wasn't confident that |
could do the job | wanted to do

Gerrard suffered a recurrence
of a persistent groin injury in
Liverpool's final Premiership
game of the season, leaving him
with adilemma.

STEVEN GERRARD

"l could definitely have
decided to have surgery after the
World Cup," he told the News of
the World newspaper.

"l could still have gone and
played but | wasn't confident that |
could play in the three games in
such a short space of time.

"l wasn't confident | could do
the job lwantedtodo."

Gerrard's injury problems
meant he had to pick and choose
his games in Liverpool's crowded
fixture list, sometimes limiting
himself to one match a week.

| know | could have been very
selfish but | had to think about
Liverpool and England

In the end, he felt a similar
situation in the crowded World
Cup programme would not be fair
to England.

Gerrard said: "l had to think
about the fact we were already
carryinginjuries.

"David Beckham and Kieron
Dyer were not fully fitand | knew it
would be a disaster if | had gone
and broken down.

"| also knew that other players
who could have done a better job
because they were fitter, would
miss out.

"l know | could have been very
selfish - and | tell you, | wanted to
go so badly - but | had to think
about Liverpool and England.

"l had to be honest, | knew it
would have been the wrong
decision."

Taskmaster
Van Gaal

I@ Football

REUTERS, Barcelona

Robert Baggio has signed a new
two-year contract with Serie A club
Brescia.

The ltalian legend has scotched
rumours that he would retire after
missing out on a place in Italy's
World Cup squad.

Instead, the 'Divine Ponytail' has
his eyes fixed on joining a select
club of five players who have scored
200 Serie Agoals.

The former Inter and Juventus
striker's tally currently stands at 181,
more than any other player currently
active in the top flight.

He underwent a knee operation
last season which wrecked his
hopes of appearing in his fourth
World Cup finals.

Baggio said: "l wanted that World
Cup butl have to forget about it.

"| still have the desire to play and
I hopetodosoin Italy.

"I hope to get 200 goals in Serie A
as soon as possible," said Baggio
who is hoping to join Giuseppe
Altafina, Gunnar Nordahl, Giuseppe
Meazza and Silvio Piola.

The only other Serie A players
close to joining the 200 club are
Roma's Argentine internatonal
Gabriel Batistuta with 178, and
Bologna's Giuseppe Signori with
170.

Barca eying
D'Alessandro

AFP, Barcelona

Barcelona are trailing promising
River Plate winger Andres
D'Alessandro after their interest in
Valencia star Kily Gonzalez cooled,
a Spanish report said on Saturday.
Barcelona signed

D'Alessandro's former team-mate
Juan-Roman Riquelme for 11
million euros (10.9 million dollars)
last week and are now keen on 21-

ANDRES D'ALESSANDRO

year-old D'Alessandro, who starred
for the Under-21 side last year
which won the world championship,
according to Spanish paper EI
Mundo Deportivo.

D'Alessandro, a first-teamer for
Argentine champions River Plate for
the past three years, is out of con-
tract at the end of June 2003 and
wouldn't pose any work permit
problems as he has an Italian pass-
port.

If Barca do move for
D'Alessandro that could signal the
end to their proposed bid for
Argentine international Gonzalez.

Louis van Gaal got back down to
serious business at Barcelona on
Wednesday with a stark warning to
his players about what will be
expected of them.

'Work, work, work,' van Gaal
urged after taking training for the
first time in his second spell at the
Catalan club.

'If we work hard this year then
maybe we have a chance of winning
something.'

Van Gaal won two league titles
during his first spell in charge at
Barcelona from 1997 to 2000.

His reappointment follows two
barren seasons under Llorenc Serra
Ferrer and Carles Rexach and the
Dutch coach warned that getting
back to winning ways would be
difficult.

'For the last two years this team,
helped by five or six very good
players who have now left, failed to
win anything,' van Gaal said at a
news conference after his squad,
minus players who featured at the
World Cup, returned to work.

'We can't now say it's going to be
easy.'

Van Gaal confirmed that Juan
Roman Riquelme, the Argentine
midfielder signed from Boca Juniors
in an dollars11 million deal, could be
sentouton loan for his first season.

'| always look to the long term,’'
said van Gaal, who already has a
maximum of four non-European
Union players in his squad.
'Riquelme is a fantastic player and
he was available at a very good
price.

'We'll see how things go but
obviously if we've agreed a clause
that says he could go out on loan
thenthatis a possibility.

'I'm very happy with the signing.
He can triumph here.'

The biggest question faced by
van Gaal concerns the situation of
Rivaldo, the Brazilian forward who
played such a big part in his coun-
try's World Cup win in South Korea
and Japan.

Rivaldo insists he has no desire
to leave the club, despite much
publicised problems with van Gaal
in the past, but he is out of contract
in June 2003 and if Barcelona

cannot persuade him to sign an

* LOUIS VAN GAAL

extension to his current deal they
may have to act.

'Rivaldo has said he wants to
triumph here and I'm delighted to
have players with that kind of atti-
tude,’ van Gaal said.

'As for the non-European Union
players that will be here next season
now is not the time to decide. | just
can'tsay.'
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Japan's outgoing French coach Philppe Troussier (L) is touched as he receives a flower bouquet from fans at Tokyo
International Airport in Narita yesterday.

Bye Troussier
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AFP, Tokyo

More than 500 Japanese football
fans gathered Sunday to wave off
Philippe Troussier, the French
coach who piloted their national side
into the World Cup to 16 for the first
time, an airport official said.

"Thank you, Troussier!" the
crowd shouted as Troussier
boarded aflight to France at Japan's
Narita international airport. Afemale
fan gave him a bouquet of red
flowers and most of the men in the

crowd wore the Japanese team's
blue uniform and chanted his name.

Troussier, 47, took the Japan job
after their winless World Cup finals
debut in 1998. His contract with
Japan expired when the World Cup
finals co-hosted by Japan and
South Korean ended on June 30.

Before coming to Japan, he
spent nearly a decade in Africa
coaching clubs and national sides in
Ivory Coast, Nigeria, Burkino Faso,
Morocco and South Africa, earning
the nickname, the "white witch-
doctor."

He is currently on the shortlist of
four candidates for the job of French
national team manager.

Meanwhile, Japan's football J-
League matches resumed Saturday
three months after a halt due to the
World Cup finals and 57,902 fans
enjoyed the game between Urawa
Red Diamonds and Jubilo Iwata at
the stadium in Saitama, northwest
of Tokyo.

Astadium official said Saturday's
J-League match drew more crowds
than the Japan-Belgium game in
Saitama during the World Cup that
attracted 55,256 people.

"Japan's soccer fever is not gone
with the end of the World Cup," the
stadium official said.

Iranian
internationals
face whipping

AFP, Tehran

Eight members of the Iranian
national football squad have been
sentenced to the whip for visiting
prostitutes in the Islamic Republic
where paid sex is anathema, court
officials said Sunday.

Two of the eight have already
been subjected to 70 and 170
lashes respectively, the officials told
AFP, declining to give theirnames.

The others still have to face their
sentences, which also included
fines.

The footballers were caught after
a raid on a Tehran whorehouse run
by three women, two of them sis-
ters, turned up incriminating photo-
graphs.

Prostitution has been firmly
outlawed here since the 1979
Islamic revolution, although the
economic woes of recent years
have driven more and more young
women to resort to selling their
bodies.

Despite increased police checks
on couples on buses and in public
places, and raids on private parties,
women can be seen openly
solliciting on the streets of wealthy
north Tehran.

The lIranian team narrowly
missed making this year's World
Cup in Japan and South Korea after
being knocked out in their final
qualifier against the Republic of
Ireland.

Venables' Rio

INTERNET

New Leeds manager Terry
Venables has vowed to keep Rio
Ferdinand and turn him into an
Elland Road legend.

Ferdinand has been the subject
of mounting speculation that he is
poised to leave the Yorkshire club.

Manchester United and Arsenal
have both been linked with the
England central defender, who is
valued ataround £30m.

But Venables is determined to
keep his most-prized asset and will
meet Ferdinand for talks on Sunday
after the player returns from holiday.

"Without a shadow of doubt |
want to keep Rio Ferdinand," the
former England manager told the
News of the World newspaper.

"He's an outstanding centre-half
and has a major role to play in our
Leeds team.

"Rio has a contract and | thinkiit's
fair that contract is honoured -
otherwise what's the point in having
them?

"Rio's still very young and there's
still plenty of time for him to do other
things but sometimes it's pay-back
time.

"l believe if you spend a lot of
money on someone, like Leeds did
on Rio, then they are entitled to pay-
back time."

When the pair meet up Venables
will not be offering Ferdinand more

money to stay but will instead
appeal to the defender's pride.

Since 1974 we have won only
one major trophy - we have to try to
redress that balance as soon as
possible

"If a player joins a club that's
constantly winning things, it's like
latching onto someone else's
achievements," said Venables.

"Rio has a chance here of being
involved in something that's new,
and that's far more exciting, shaping
the entire future of this club.

"That's the way players become
legends.

"l want Rio's name to always be
associated with a great Leeds team
and it's my job to make that hap-
pen."

Leeds chairman Peter Ridsdale,
meanwhile, has admitted he could
lose his job if Venables does not
bring success to Elland Road.

"l am chairman of a football club
which is a public company, and
there are two sets of people who will
decide whether | am employed or
not - the shareholders and the
supporters.

"l am no more immune to being
held accountable to our perfor-
mances than anyone else in the
game and whether Terry works out
will affect my future," Ridsdale told
the Sunday Express.

"Since 1974 we have won only
one major trophy. For a club of this
size, we have to try to redress that
balance as soon as possible."

River flow over
Rangers

l@ Football

INTERNET, East Rutherford, New Jersey

Second-half substitute Maimileano
Lopez broke a 2-2 tie in the 79th
minute to lead Argentina's River
Plate to a 3-2 victory over Glasgow
Rangers in an international friendly
at Giants Stadium on Saturday.

Lopez, who replaced Nelson
Cuevas in the 72nd minute, gath-
ered in a long left-wing pass from
Victor Zapata before he beat goal-
keeper Stefan Kloos from eight
yards to stifle Rangers' two-goal
comeback before a crowd of
22,070.

The Argentine side had taken a
2-0 lead. Defender Celso Ayala
connected from three yards out in
the 18th minute, taking a pass from
Ecuardo German Coudet at the top
of the area. Zapata doubled the
score inthe 51st minute.

Shota Arvelsadze cut the lead in
half for the Scottish side in the 62nd
minute, scoring off a right-wing
cross from Fernando Ricksen.

Rangers equalized in the 77th
minute on a 30-yard free kick by
Lorenzo Amoruso.

But only two minutes later, Lopez
caught Rangers by surprise for the
game-winner.

"We fell asleep on the third goal,”
Rangers coach Alex McLeish said.

"It was a fantastic workout for us.
It must have been a fantastic game
towatch."

River Plate coach Carlos
Pellegrini was pleased with the
result.

"Every game we're getting
better," he said. "It was a difficult
rival. After the first half, we were
better. We loosened up in the sec-
ond half."

Rangers defender Arthur Numan
was red-carded by referee Jair
Marrufo after he tackled Ricardo
Ismael Rojas from behind in the
83rd minute.

"At this level of play, he shouldn't
be doing that," Pellegrini said. "It's
also afriendly."

Said McLeish, "He couldn't stop
his momentum. The referee could
have been more lenient."

Rangers will play Santos (Brazil)
in another friendly here next
Saturday.

River Plate plans to play two
friendlies in Mexico.
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Shota Arveladze (R) of Glasgow Rangers fires in a cross past the outstretched leg og River Plate's Hernan Garce
during their friendly at New Jersey's Giants Stadium on July 13.
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