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Jaques Chirac
President of the Republic of France

N the 14th of July, France
celebrares her National
Day in remembrance of the
srornang of the Basrille in 1789
which pur an end 1o absolure
Monarchy and of the Fesnral of
Federarion a year later which sym-
bolises the untvofihe nation
This special day is a good occa-
sion o recall how ancient and
strong are the bonds which link

France and Bangladesh, starnng
with the first French mavellers wio
came to this part of B s'qm" as early
as in the last vears of the 17th cen-
rury ro the Liberafion wxr in 1971
wwhich saw France siding with the
people of this country fighnng for

their independence. Amoung rthe
sipporrers of vour caiese was Anlre
Malraux whose cenremity was
celebrared in November last year
withasenesofculruraleventsin the
nwo Alliances Francaises of Dhaka
and Chirragong.

Since the tast French Nanonal
Day, in 2001, several achievements

our Uilateral relatians. The
Saidabad water treatment plani,
partly funded by France and real-
ized by a consortium of French
companies, is now complered and
about to start functioning. A new
consignment of French Food Aid
was supplied six months ago in
order 1o help easing the plight of the
— e e

have confirmed the dynamism of

poorest section of rthe Bangladesin
popularion. In a rtotally different

field, it has to be mennoned that a

new five year agreemenr for ithe
cooperation in archeology
signed benveen our rvo govern-
ments in May: this is a recognirion
of the ourstanding qualiry of the
work done by our joint feam n
Mahasthangarh durning the last ren

as

years. A new project is now under

consideration wirh the aim of
assisting rhe Nanonal Museum of
Bangladesh in modernising tie
display of its very rich collection of
artworks. An exhibirion of contem-
porary pairiters of Bangladesh will
ake place in Ocrober 2002 near
Panis. In the meanmne, 1we have
prrsrwnd o coopernrion in the

fields of public administrarion, civil

aviationand medicine.

As far as our bilateral tade is
concerned, if must be stressed that,
despite rhe global economic slou-
dotwn and the effects of Septembei
11, Bangladesh exports o France
haveshown no sign ofdeplerion.

The figures available for the first
four months of the present year
demonsirate a remarkable stabilin
ar a high level which makes France
the 6th client for Bangladeshi
goods. It s unfortunately not true
for imports from my country which
have continued ro decrease. But |
am convinced thar more efforts on
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Jean-Pierre Rafarin

Prime Minister of the Republic of France

our part could pave the way for |
more balanced exchanges and
perhaps a new srart in French
tnvestmernit here.

These are only a few examples of
ourdeep and manifold relarionship
even if there is srill ample room for
fuurther development. As a conclu-
sion, { would like to reirerare rm
expression of friendship and respect
for the people of Bangladesh and
the confidence in the democranc
fieture of this country and in
coniinued and economic
development
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Michel Lummaux
Ambassador of the Republic of |
France to Bangladesh
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to the people of The Republic of France
on the auspicious occasion of

National Day of France
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CREDIT AGRICOLE INDOSUEZ

Congratulations
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Creative holidays

Taking advantage of one's holidays in France to learn a handicraft or an artistic activity is a good way to discover the
traditions of a region and to return with an original creation.

SYLVIE THOMAS

VERY year, France, which is

the number one tourist

destination in the world,
receives 67 million foreign tourists,
but, apart from the most visited
sites, Paris, the French Riviera and
the Chéiteaux on the Loire, and fai
from the crowds, France also ollers
places off the beaten track where
you can relax while learning and
developing a handicralt or an arus-
tic activity. Everybody is familial
with France's prestigious products
such as Limoges porcelain and
Grasse perfume but people rarely
realise¢ that they can make them
thermnselves. Yet this dream is within
everybody's reach, including begin-
ners, thanks to courses offered Dy
local craltsmen. It 1s a way Ol com-
plementing a tourist holiday
astonishing [riends back home
Knives and boats, vectors of cul-

and

ture; The wild plateau of Aubrac, in
the Aveyron region, is famous for the
legendary Laguiole knife. Now,
under the guidance ol a professional
knife-maker, you can make your
own. You will choose the material for
your handle, horn, boxwood,
heather-root, rosewood or deer
antler, and then you will assemble
the spring, the bolster and the blade
and finish it off with engraving,
decorating and polishing. If you are
by

more attracted the sea,
Douarnenez, in Brittany, is the
centre ol mantime tradition. The

professional trainers of the Ateliers
de 'Enfer workshop teach boat
enthusiasts how to make decorative
skills or model boats out ol wood.
You can choose to make a higure-
head or dinghy, or the
HttIt'II.!f“whll‘l‘xl[il'ltr11|"‘x

Rehined works of art: Another time-
tradinon iIs jHIht'ldil'l.
which Is made in Limoges, in the
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France at war against AIDS

Although in France the introduction of triple therapies has led to a clear advance In

patient care, the epidemic has not yet stabilised,
vigilance to relax. In an attempt to remedy this situation, the governmen
prevention, the foundation, together
sufferers, of the national policy to fight

the countries

advocates a global approach.

FLORENCE RAYNAL

ORE than 36 million

people in the world today

are hiving with the AIDS
virus; almost 22 miulion have died of
i FimdilTon children have losctheir
mothers because of HIV.... The Litany
of igures compiled by UN AIDS, thie
United Nations agency responsible
lor the T'lglll dgdainslt Ijh,‘ ( ;‘-lx_h Imnic,
sends shivers up your spine. For the

last twenty vyears, when this viral
disease which invades and destroys
the immune system was [irst

described, lht'['[.\idi INIC has ra\ ged
every continent. Hi sub
Saharan Africais by far the area most
affected since, with more than 27
million sufferers, it has 70% of thos
mlected worldwide...in an area with
barely more than 10% of the world
population

in France, while the ligures are
Icss alarming, the Ministry of Health
estimates that thor
dl € PErsons
Known 1o be infe Ted:
have been

'WEVET,

nonetheless

120,000 currently
and that theri
36,000 deaths since the

start of the pandemic. Nevertheles

N France there are [ive times fewe
people dying [rom AIDS than in
1996, thanks to the appearance ol
new trealtments IIII"i'.' I].-Lilil‘-ua

tven so, the epidemic situation has
not stabilised : between 4 and 6.000)
1“1'Hp|l.' are said to lu--.'mm' mnlected
each year and 1997, hetero-

sexual transmission has predomi

since

nated. Indeed, the proportion ol
people infected after homosexual
sexual contact has reduced, as has

that of injecting drug users. How
ever, the number of women allected
has rocketed N
woman lor every seven men has
risen lo one for every three.

IfN vears, onoe

Prevention : a priority
With the spread of the epi
policy to Light
prevention ning and
support ol sullerers, has developed
gradually, bnnging together  the
government, research, prolession-
dls and community networks. Inthe
darea ol prevention of HIV, the
budgel totalled 44.24 million «
(290.2 million franes) in 2000, which
in particular has made it possible 1
linanci

¢pidemic, a
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various campaigns orches

trated by the French Health Fduca
ton Commutiee (CFES), « AP algrns
that are all the more necessar

because we are secingarelaxation of
vigilance.

Indeed, the CEFS considers that
“The hope aroused by advances in
reatment and the perception of an
epidemic under control seems 1o be
leading to a fall in vigilance which
may have consequences on preven
lon behaviour, ".Hlll the risk being
perceived as lesser.'

Yet while the length and Quality of
life of sufferers has greatly improved
and multiple therapies rapidly
reduce viral particles in the blood 1o
dan undetectable level and panly
restore the immune svstem at ever
stage of the lliness, this should not
obscure the fact that these treat
mentsare highly toxic,

1o remind people of the perma
nence ol infection and the gravity of
the disease and to encourage the
adoption of risk avoidance behay-
lour tor onesell and others (such as
wearing a condom, especially in

most involved in the fial

with access to
7 i [ -

: AIDS. in intern

3 N s
nt against the pand

ners. shill more as concern DOy Ea
mists), the CEFS has OT Uup a three

‘_‘l'l.l Ir.l.}._L! |t|||-||_ 2l _J-k"'l | (0 ;!.I

palgns direcred atl the general pul
lIC and actions targeted al prioriy
groups, with the support of special
mierest medm, Incal o 'l; s and

mtermedianes rom commumies

:reCning

]
alionas terms,

and there 1s even a tendency for

I

tis relying on
and the support of
France is one of

.4 FE BTSN A
in the 1ace oy wnich 1t

Women at greaterrisk

hus, 1In March 2001, a campaign
ted at women was launched. Its
purpose was f l:ul-H!m.-:l.Ll,::
their biolog gical vualnerability -- from
man to waman, the risk ol transmuilt-

timethe viras s Tfrom three to'#ieht

CONTINUED ON PAGE 18

Haute-Vienne department. Franc
oise Ville-Goureix, a painter, enamel
worker, modeller and porcelain
decorator will receive you in her
studio and show you the various
lechniques of painting on porcelain.
You will decorate a white porcelain
object and, at the same time, you
will be able to enjoy a [ree visit to the
National Porcelain Museum.
Another technique made available
to all is that of sculptors and potters
who have chosen Vallauris, in the
Alpes-Maritime département, as the

capital ol ceramics. Picasso himsell

r
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decorated a chapel there. There, in
that creativity-inducing atmo-
sphere, the School of Fine Arts offers
courses in pottery, model-making,
and tuming for adults and children,
with its own teachers. One imagines
that glass-blowing is reserved for
professionals and yet, in Biot, on the
French Riviera, master glass-
blowers, faithful to the Provencg
al tradition of glass-making will
teach you about the tools and tech-
niques of this craft. In the setting of
magnificent glassworks, whose

CONTINUED ON PAGE 18

Dominique De Villepin
Foreign Minister of the Republicof France

cases where there are several part-

The water plant specialist

HAILS THE GROWING FRIENDSHIP BETWEEN FRANCE AND
BANGLADESH ON THE OCCASION OF

THE FRENCH NATIONAL DAY
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performance,

Present 1n

local presence
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A new name.
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