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RECOMMENDATIONS

Exhibition
French artist
July 5 August2

An exhibition of the works of French
artist George de La Tour, observing
his 350th death anniversary,
continues at the Andre Malraux
room of Alliance Francaise in the
city. The exhibits include books on
the artist and a majority of his
famous works.

Weekend cinema

July 19
Alliance Francaise screens two
films on the day, the first being,
'Louvre, la visite' to be shown at
10:30 a.m. while the other, 'Que la
fete commence', at 6:00 p.m. The
first film takes the audience to the
biggest museum of the world where
one finds the best and the most
exotic artworks and items of other
types.

The second film is one of 1974,
and is based on a historical plot of
France.

Art exhibition

August2-15

Artist Fakrul Alam holds a solo
exhibition of his works at the gallery
of Alliance Francaise, complete
schedule of which will soon be
announced. 'Art is the best way to
express emotion, love and personal
attitude of oneself' Fakrul Alam.

Jazz

July 14

A Jazz evening will be held at the
Alliance Francaise at Mirpur road in
the city, 9:30 p.m. onwards in
observance of the National Day of
France. For further information,
please contact the office of Alliance
Francaise.

Cabaret Pasteur
July19

An exhibition on French scientist
Louis Pasteur will be held at the
cafeteria premises of Alliance
Francaise de Dhaka at 7 p.m. The
displayis opentoall.
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The Baily Star

Pictorial focus on eastern France

More images of France at Andre Malraux Gallery in the city

FAYZA HAQ

T Alliance Francaise , from

5th July to 2nd August, at the

Andre Malraux Gallery |,
viewers have the opportunity to
discover an exhibition dedicated to
the eastern part of France and its
famous painters, politicians and
historic or scenic sites .

One of these famous personali-
ties is Georges de la Tour who was
born in 1593 at Vic-sur-Seille,
Lorraine. He was a painter mostly of
candlelit subjects, who was well
known in his own time but then
forgotten until well into the 20"
century, when the identification of
many formerly misattributed works
established his modern reputation
as a giant of French painting.

La Tour became a master painter
and eventually settled at Luneville.
King Louis XIlI, Henry Il of Lorraine,
and the Duke de la Ferte were
among the collectors of his work.
Although the chronology of La
Tour's output is uncertain, it is clear
that initially he painted in a realistic
manner and was influenced by the
dramatic chiaroscuro of Caravaggio
or followers.

The paintings of la Tour's
maturity, however, are marked by a
startling geometric simplification of
the human forms and by the
depiction of interior scenes lit only
by the glare of candles or torches.
His religious paintings done in this
manner have a monumental
simplicity and stillness that express
both contemplative quiet and
wonder.

The body of his work was
conclusively identified by the
German art historian Hermann Voss
and by other scholars after 1915. La
Tour's work also exhibits a high
degree of originality in colour and
composition; the characteristic
simplification of forms gives many of
his pictures a deceptively modern
appearance. Among La tour's most
impressive candlelit scenes are
"The Newborn", "St. Joseph the
Carpenter" and "The lamentation
over St. Sebastian", "The Hurdy-
gurdy Player" and "The Sharper"
are among his less numerous
daylight compositions.

The exhibition commemorates
the 350th year of his death through
pictorial books by famous authors

such as the former director of the
Louvres, Pierre Rosenberg. He
came from the eastern part of
France near Nancy and so becomes
an integral part of the exhibit as he
was one of the outstanding French
painters of the 17" century. There
was an exhibition in 1995 at Metz to
contain his works under the title
"Georges de La Tour: Again with
shadow and light.

Dealing with the geography
and history of the eastern region of
France, in the city of Nancy, light is
thrown on the Place Royale which is
now known as Place Stanislaus in
honour of Stanislaus who managed
to bring Lorraine, which was an
independent territory, back to
France without any war. As for
Lorraine , it was earlier known as
Lotharinjai which was a name after
Lothair, one of the three sons of
Charlesmagne. Continuing to
discover the eastern part of France
are more books on these subjects.
There are also video tapes , one
being dedicated to the city of Bitche
which is famous for military reasons
as a fortress was built by Vauban the
war minister of Louis XIV and you
had the German Empire on one side
and the French kingdom on the
other side. When invasions took
place on France the German troops
entered from here. This fortress was
used until 1870 when Prussia
invaded France after which Moselle

to the

and Alsace were given
Prussian Empire after the armistice.

Nancy is seen with its highly
decorated palace with its angles
touched with gold. This was a new
style that began from that period.

For the viewers there are
several books on Alsace and
Lorraine one of them being dedi-
cated to the Peace Treaty of
Westphalia which ended the Thirty
Years War, 1618-1648 and explana-
tion is given as to why this was a
sensitive part .Another book is
dedicated to Lemondpoint Care
who was born in Nancy who twice
became the president of France,
first in 1913 and 1922 as he was
considered the only person who
could force Germany to respect the
Treaty of Versailles. There is also a
book on Metz as there is a very
beautiful cathedral there and as itis
a military city as it was the first big
city to confront when Germany
invaded France. The railway station
is remarkable and it was built in the
19" century when the French army
as the troops first concentrated here
before being dispatched to different
fronts, to retreat or attack. This
station thus was equipped with
enormous platforms as thousands
of troops and horses congregated
here.

Alsace, separated from Ger-
many by the Rhine, is also high-
lighted bringing in Strasbourg, the
wonderful cathedral with its gothic
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style and
constructed with graceful columns
such as Saverne and Guebwiller .
The food and costumes are also
illustrated.

In the video tapes Moselle and
Meurthe et Moselle, Nancy and
Metz are concentrated on along
with Vosges where the main cities
are Epininal and Bar-le-duc amidst
the backdrop of gentle mountains
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other cities with houses

with many woods and lakes. There
is also Meuse where there is the
famous city of Verdun ,where many
hundred thousand men died during
the World War I. The second
important part of the eastern part of
France is Alsace with Bas-rhain
and Haut-rhain. Strasbourg is the
main city of Bas-rhain while Metz is
the main city of Lorraine. In Haut-
rain the main city is Mulhouse .Here

; T
too is the city of Reims which is
where French kings were crowned ,
the firstbeing Clovis.

There are two other tapes which
are being screened, one being on
Ecole de Nancy which a particular
school of architecture which used
iron as glass and wood. This city is
also famous for its crystal "Daume".
This crystal production is spread out
in the villages around as in St. Louis,
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founded in the reign of Louis XIV
and Lemberg. Emile Galli , the
renowned crystal designer, is from
this region and art nouveau found
some of its roots here at Ecole de
Nancy.

The exhibition did a fine work of
presenting details of eastern France
and one felt that one had travelled
the region standing in the Andre
Malraux Gallery.
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