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RECOMMENDATIONS

Anniversary
and Book
exhibition

June 30-July 9

Birth Anniversary of renowned
author Ahmad Safa is being
observed by Sraban, a book
outlet at Aziz Super Market in
t h e
city. Aten-day book exhibition of
the writer continues at the shop.

Dhokrar Daake
July5-12

A group sculpture exhibition
goes on at the Indian High
Commission cultural center at
Dhanmondi in the city. The
exhibition focuses on dhokra
casting. The show is open
everyday from 3 p.m.to 8 p.m.

Film show

July 06

Under its weekly movie
programme, Alliance Francaise
screens two films titled 'France,
la visite' and 'About de souffle’ at
its auditorium in the city at 10:30
a.m.and 6 p.m., respectively.

Workshop

July7-12

Indian theatre trainer Devendra
Raj conducts a five-day play-
wright workshop titled, 'Play-
writing: Narrative style' and a
seminar those are to be orga-
nized by Centre for Asian
Theatre (CAT) from July 7 to 12.
The seminar is open to the
audience at 5:00 p.m. on July 12
at the auditorium of Goethe
Institut at Dhanmondiin the city.
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The Search begins

Benson & Hedges 'One & Only Star Search
2002' process starts

NAFID IMRAN AHMED

UST when country's music

lovers were dimming down

in this off-season of music,
it started again. After 1999, 2000
and 2001, world famous brand
Benson & Hedges returned for
the fourth time with its popular
Star Search contest. The pro-
cess of Benson & Hedges 'One
& Only Star Search 2002’
started from July 3 all over Ban-
gladesh.

Benson & Hedges Star
Search is a musical talent con-
test that provides undiscovered
solo and band performers an
opportunity to be heard and
appreciated. Applications are
invited from musicians all over
the country, who is keen on
getting exposure and establish-
ing a name for them in the musi-
cal scene. These applicants
undergo a rigorous screening
and selection process which
culminates in an electrifying
showdown where everyone gets
to perform but only one band
and one solo artist are awarded
the title of Star Search winner.

Panel of judges at Star Search 2001

Trio performing at Star Search 2001

The inaugural year of Star
Search (1999) saw a huge
number of entries from the four
corners of the country. In 1999,
one could apply by simply com-
pleting an application form. That
year, there were over 1000
entries and only one winner,
Vikings.

In order to make the Star
Search bigger and better, in
2000 Benson & Hedges decided
by expand its categories of

musical excellence. There were
700 entries. That year in addi-
tion to the Best Band award, the
awards for Best Solo, Best
Guitarist, Best Keyboards, Best
Lyricist, Best Composition, were
also given out. Steeler was
awarded Best Band and Atahar
Hossain (Tito) was awarded the
Best Solo performer.

The concept of demo-tape
was introduced in 2001. This
meant that all applicants had to
fill out the application form as
well as do a demo recording so
that the judges could ascertain
who would be short-listed for the
live auditions. This concept
sliced down the entries to 250.
That year Shaptak was awarded
Best Band and Ariful Islame took
the Best Solo award.

The Star Search 2002 has
become more competitive. The
applicants for this year, not only
have to prove their musical
abilities, but also have to dem-
onstrate their talent in stage
performance. Interested musi-
cians have to fill up the applica-
tion forms, which are available in
select eateries, restaurants and
grocery stores. Filled applica-
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Shaptak (Best Band 2001)

tion forms has to be submitted to
the nearest Star Search centre
with necessary documents and
photographs. The applications
will be received in 5 (five) divi-
sions  Dhaka, Chittagong,
Khulna, Rajshahi and Sylhet.
The applicants have to appear
for live audition that will be
recorded in different divisions.
Then the judges will review the
application forms and the
recorded tapes of the auditions
and the short-listed finalists will

be selected for the ultimate final
event.

Star Search has always chal-
lenging opportunity for the
unborn musical talents of the
country to prove them. Winning
this contest will make them a
Star and provide them a solid
platform to promote their music.
Let's hope that this year the
contest will be as exciting as the
previous years.

Ariful Islame (Best Solo Performer 2001)
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A treasure on sale

Shrabon showcases an excellent collection of
thirty-six books by and on Ahmad Safa

SAIFUL ISLAM

HRABON, a book-

merchandising house

situated at Aziz Super
Market has started a ten-day long
fair on books written by Ahmad
Safa, and books written about
Ahmad Safa by others. The exhibi-
tion of books has created an enthu-
siasm not only in people who knew
the writings by the eminent author
but also in many who has heard a
lot about Safa but was a little reluc-
tant, for some unknown reason, to
try a book by the author. The book
fair is designed as a showcase for
Safa's books, a treasure valuable
for lovers of Bangla literature.

Many book lovers of Bangladesh
consider Ahmad Safa a great
novelist writing about people who
are real and ordinary in many ways
like middle class Bangles, though
they are witty and have the courage
and a desperate bent of mind to
breakthrough the shackles of
oppression. Ahmad Safawas also a
columnist whose treatises were
published in eminent national
dailies. His writings dissect not only
the political nature of the country
but also comments on the literary
tradition of Bangladesh. Folk was a
favorite topic to him. He also com-
posed an epic poem, an information
unknown to many readers crazy
about his writings.

The fictions by the author, in
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many ways reflect the man living
inside him. If we place his political
writings and interviews side by side
his novels than we will see thathe is
taking the reader towards a political
debate, perhaps unknowingly. In
Surjo Tumi Shathi we feel the
presence of a voice inspiring the
reader to consider communism and
socialism, a favorite topic to Safa
who passed days ruminating on
Marx. A thing like this was quite a
normal thing for Safa who observed
from near the changing historical
aspects of his country. He experi-
enced the ups and downs and tried
earnestly to search for a solution.
But in many ways his writings were
different from the traditional novels
in Bangla. Good fiction is off course
present but it always veers on
questions that seem insoluble.
Analysis, political and psychologi-
cal, is a dominant feature of his
works.

Another interesting element in
Safa is his wit and unabashed
manner in talking freely about
human recesses that is as true as
the creation of man. Man is not
independent of evil, in his life good
and evil goes side by side. This
perpetual conflict is present in his
works. A sound nose for mysticism,
and philosophy propounded by
great authors have always found
room in his works but bulk was
something constantly avoided by
Safa who was extremely well read.
Safa was a writer influenced by
both western and eastern philoso-
phies though the voice of a
preacher is absent which could
have been a harm to his prose that
reads easily. Simple lines by Safa
can dramatize and can create an
allurement that entices the reader
toreadon.

The book fair presents a good
collection of interviews on Safa that
might take us close to the writer
who has departed months ago.
Ahmad Safar Somoy by eminent
photographer Nasir Ali Mamun and
Ahmad Safa Bollen, a compilation
of interviews taken by Bratto Raisu,
Sajjad Sharif, Mizanur Rahman
Mizan, Ahmad Faruk Hasan and
Nazimuddin Mostan, are two pre-
cious books among many.
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