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An officer (C) talks to journalists next to the site of a blast while army security stand by at the new party office of 
caretaker Premier Sher Bahadur Deuba at Baneswore in Kathmandu on Friday. A powerful bomb injured at least 10 
people.
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Esther Shin and her eight-year-old daughter Stephanie wait for a relative to 
come out of the sealed-off terminal at Los Angeles International Airport, 
California on Thursday after a gunman opened fire at an El Al Airlines ticket 
counter. 
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US President George W. Bush holds his hand over his heart as he says the pledge of allegiance on Thursday before 
speaking at the Saluting Our Veterans Fourth of July Celebration in the Courthouse Square in Ripley, West Virginia. 
Bush used the Independence Day celebration in this remote hamlet to deliver a passionate defence of the pledge of 
allegiance to the US flag. 

AFP, Jerusalem

Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon says he has worked out a secret peace 
plan with the Bush administration to end the Middle East conflict, a report 
said Friday. 

"The general feeling that there exists no plan has helped keep this plan 
secret," the Yediot Aharonot newspaper quoted the hardline Israeli leader 
as telling an economic conference here Thursday. 

"I was therefore able quietly to work for months to reach an under-
standing with the Americans," Sharon said, without providing any details 
about the plan or which US officials he had spoken with. 

"We're interested in putting back on track the peace process, not to 
create the illusion of a peace process but to reach a real agreement which 
will bring peace," Sharon said. 

"I decided to take the initiative and change the negative atmosphere in 
the region and to give a chance for peace," he said. 

He added that "Israel warmly welcomes the principles raised in 
President Bush's speech" on the Middle East, referring to a key Middle 
East policy address given by George W. Bush late last month. 

Israeli public radio, meanwhile, reported that a Sharon envoy went on 
a "secret mission" this week to Washington to discuss how to carry out the 

ideas in Bush's speech. 
In his speech on June 24, Bush called on the Palestinians to change 

their leaders as a precondition for a Palestinian state in three years. 
Meanwhile, EU foreign policy chief Javier Solana has urged Israel to 

lift its re-occupation of the Palestinian territories and help improve the 
humanitarian situation there. 

Solana said Israel should "lift the blockade of the Palestinian territories 
and help improve the terrible situation affecting the people". 

Israeli forces have invaded seven of the eight major West Bank towns 
since mid-June, imposing curfews which are occasionally lifted for a few 
hours to allow people to buy supplies. 

Speaking late Thursday in Copenhagen on the sidelines of a summit 
meeting between the Ukraine and the EU, Solana said it would be "diffi-
cult for the Palestinians to carry out reforms in the current conditions." 

International relief agencies on Wednesday accused Israel of hinder-
ing the delivery of humanitarian aid to the Palestinians to the point where 
they can "no longer adequately" do their job. 

Thirty-two relief agencies -- including CARE International, Oxfam and 
Medecins du Monde -- demanded Israel provide access to aid workers 
and allow relief to reach people in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

AFP, Jerusalem

Israelis awoke Friday to the spectre they were once again the target of 
international "terrorism" with a deadly attack in Los Angeles, despite a lull in 
violence at home which appeared bolstered by a shake-up in the Palestinian 
security forces. 

A senior security official told AFP that Israel had "no doubt" the gunman 
who killed two people at the ticket counter of the national airline El Al at the 
Los Angeles airport on Thursday had carried out a "terrorist" act. 

Israeli government institutions and El Al, which observe stringent security 
both at home and abroad, have largely been spared attacks in the 21 months 
of Israeli-Palestinian fighting. 

The gunman, who was eventually shot by an Israeli security agent at the 
El Al counter, was an Egyptian immigrant on the watchlist of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation, FBI spokesman Matthew McLaughlin said in Los 
Angeles. 

"There might be some terrorist links," McLaughlin told reporters, adding 
that the gunman, identified as 41-year-old Hesham Mohamed Hadayet, was 
"heavily" armed with two pistols and a knife. 

However he stressed the investigation was in its early stages, and that at 
this point the incident would probably be characterised as a hate crime. 

In Jerusalem, the Haaretz daily raised the spectre that Arabs might 
resume "terrorism" against Israel on an international scale. 

"Of all the various forms of terror that have been tried in the current 
Intifada, the one type that seemingly has not been tried are international 
attacks," said military correspondent Amos Harel. 

The Palestinian Intifada against occupation in the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip erupted in September 2000 with the collapse of peace negotiations 
with Israel. 

However, Israelis have enjoyed a respite from Palestinian attacks as 
Israeli forces have reoccupied almost all the main towns in the West Bank in 
the past two weeks following a spate of Palestinian suicide bombings. 

Haaretz said Thursday the army had been so effective in hitting militant 
groups that it had, for the time being, no "most wanted" list and would now 
act to prevent individual attacks rather than hunt down known militants. 

Later Thursday in Gaza City, a powerful explosion gutted a car in a resi-
dential neighbourhood, killing the local head of the Al-Aqsa Martyrs 
Brigades, an armed wing of Arafat's Fatah movement, and his nephew. 

AFP,Islamabad

Pakistan on Friday dismissed 
India's allegations of infiltration 
across disputed Kashmir's Line of 
Control and warned it would strike 
back if New Delhi launched any 
military action. 

"Pakistan will not be coerced or 
submit to any threat by India," said 
Major General Rashid Qureshi, 
spokesman for President Pervez 
Musharraf and the Pakistan military. 

He was responding to remarks 
from the Indian army chief, General 
S. Padmanabhan, on Thursday that 
New Delhi would be left with no 

option but to take "some action" if 
Islamabad did not end infiltration 
into Indian Kashmir. 

The row over alleged cross-
border attacks by Muslim militants 
brought the nuclear-armed powers 
close to all-out war last month. 

"My troops are there (at the 
border). Their troops are on the 
border," General Padmanabhan 
was quoted by the Press Trust of 
India (PTI) news agency as saying 
on Thursday. 

"The reason for which we stood 
out there for six to seven months 
now is that we wanted this infiltra-
tion and cross-border terrorism to 

stop... it continues. If it does not 
stop... we have to take some 
action," the Indian general said. 

Pakistan rejected the claim as 
baseless. 

"These are baseless rhetoric. It 
must be clear to India that while 
Pakistan does not want war it will 
defend offensively if war is thrust on 
Pakistan," Qureshi told AFP. 

He added: "India, hiding behind 
the fog created by it in the form of 
tension on the border, was busy 
killing innocent Kashmiris inside the 
Indian Occupied Kashmir and 
labelling them as infiltrators." 

AFP, Auckland

The death toll rose on Friday as 
atrocious typhoon weather that has 
wiped out entire families, made 
thousands homeless and brought 
havoc to airlines and electricity 
grids continued to rage across Asia. 

Typhoon Chata'an, which has 
left at least 37 people dead on the 
Micronesian atoll of Chuuk, struck 
the US territory of Guam early on 
Friday shorting the national grid but 
causing no deaths or casualties. 

Civil Defence officials said 1,600 
people were hustled into storm 
shelters as the deadly storm 
passed overhead, charting a 
course north-west towards Japan's 
southern island chain of Okinawa. 

A second typhoon, which has 
a l ready  l e f t  t housands  o f  
Okinawans without electricity after 
cutting power lines, meanwhile 
claimed its first victims as it ravaged 
the Korean peninsula and China's 
east coast. 

Rescue workers on Chuuk said 

the body count was likely to rise 
after torrential rains from Tuesday 
sparked a series of deadly 
mudslides which crushed whole 
families in their homes. More 
people are still missing and food is 
running out, they said. 

"We've now confirmed that there 
are 37 dead," disaster office 
spokesman John Sound told AFP. 

"The death toll will go up." 
He added: "It is still raining and 

the hills are still sliding. We are 
afraid it will go on and on." 

AFP, Washington

A shooting at a Los Angeles airport 
on Thursday marred but failed to 
interrupt festivities marking the 
first US Independence Day since 
the September 11 attacks, as 
scores of flag-waving Americans 
took to the streets in a collective 
act of defiance of terrorist threats. 

Three people were killed and as 
many as seven injured after an 
unidentified gunman opened fire 
on the Israeli national airline El-Al's 
ticket counter at Los Angeles 
International Airport, the world's 
fourth-busiest, police said. 

Officials said preliminary find-
ings suggested the shooting was 
an isolated incident but did not rule 
out terrorism, as the country 
remained blanketed under an 
"elevated" level of alert for the July 

4 Independence Day holiday, the 
first since the September 11 
attacks. 

The gunman was shot dead by 
an airline security officer. 

The tragic incident provided a 
somber backdrop to hundreds of 
festive parades, concerts and 
fireworks displays held throughout 
the country to celebrate the 
national holiday. 

US President George W. Bush 
sounded a patriotic note in his 
speech in West Virginia honouring 
the nation's veterans. 

While most of the messages 
from the White House this week 
were urging vigilance in the face of 
unspecified terrorist threats, the 
president told Americans to kick 
back and celebrate their freedom 
with light hearts. 

AFP, Kathmandu

At least 10 people were injured, two 
seriously, when a bomb exploded 
Friday at the office of Nepalese 
Prime Minister Sher Bahadur 
Deuba's new party, witnesses said. 

Physical Planning and Public 
Works Minister Chiranjibi Wagle 
told AFP he was on the first floor of 
the building in Kathmandu when 
the bomb exploded "with a loud 
noise". 

The prime minister was not 
present in the office when the bomb 
went off. 

"A young man was seen rushing 

out of the building covering his face 
after throwing the powerful bomb," 
Wagle said. 

The minister earlier said four 
people were seriously injured, but 
witnesses said 10 were wounded, 
two seriously. 

Window frames were damaged 
and glass panes broken in the 
explosion. 

A security team rushed to the 
scene and cordoned off the area 
immediately, party sources said. 
Nobody has been arrested so far, 
they added. Police said they had 
started an investigation. 

AFP, Srinagar

Suspected militants tried to shoot 
dead a pro-India politician in dis-
puted Kashmir on Friday, injuring 
him and killing one of his associ-
ates, police said. 

Two militants and a village 
leader were killed elsewhere in 
overn igh t  v io lence in  the  
Himalayan state. 

Suspected rebels opened fire at 
Ghulam Nabi Dar, chairman of the 
lesser-known pro-India political 
group Awami Mahaz (People's 
Front), in the congested Tankipora 
locality of Srinagar, the state's 
summer capital. 

While Dar was injured in the 
attack, his associate and general 
secretary of the party, Anwar 
Hussain, died on the spot. 

3 buried in
rubble after 
arms dump 
blast in ROK 
AFP, Seoul

An explosion at an arms plant in the 
South Korean city of Busan on 
Friday left three people buried in the 
rubble, police and company officials 
said. 

The blast took place in a depot of 
the Poongsan Corp defence firm, 
where detonators for bullets used in 
pistols and rifles are kept, said 
company spokesman Nam Sang-
Kyu. 

A Busan police official said the 
one-storey building collapsed in the 
explosion and three workers were 
believed buried. "We don't know 
exactly how many were buried there 
or whether they are dead," he said. 

Former ruler 
Ratsiraka leaves 
Madagascar 
AFP, Toamasina

Madagascar's former longtime 
ruler Didier Ratsiraka, who has 
been locked in a power struggle 
w i t h  P r e s i d e n t  M a r c  
Ravalomanana for seven months, 
left the country for the Seychelles 
early Friday, diplomats said. 

Ratsiraka left his last stronghold 
in the Indian Ocean island state 
aboard a plane at 8:26 am (0526 
GMT) with around 20 other people 
on board, including his wife, his son 
Xavier and brother Bruno, the 
sources added. 

Croatian PM 
steps down 
AFP, Zagreb

Croatia's Prime Minister Ivica 
Racan stepped down Friday follow-
ing a rift with the second largest 
partner in his five-party coalition, 
bringing to an end the first govern-
ment since nationalists left power 
two and a half years ago, a govern-
ment spokeswoman said. 

Racan, who submitted his resig-
nation at a government session, is 
to address the public at noon (1000 
GMT) in a broadcast carried on 
national television and radio, to 
explain the move, spokeswoman 
Aleksandra Kolaric told AFP. 

Israelis feel insecure after LA attack 
Tel Aviv terms attack an act of terror 

Solana urges Tel Aviv to lift blockade of Palestinian territories 

Israel, US have 'secret' plan 
for ME peace: Sharon 

Pakistan to strike back if India 
carries out Kashmir 'action' 

Twin typhoons ravage Asia 

Bomb attack on Nepali
PM's new party office 

Politician escapes death in 
militant attack in Kashmir 

LA shooting mars post-Sept 11 US Independence Day 
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Children and other relatives of Palestinian Jihad al-Omarayn mourn during his funeral in Gaza City on FRiday. 
Omarayn, the local head of the al-Aqsa Martyrs Brigades, an armed offshoot of Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat's 
Fatah movement, and his nephew were killed late Thursday when a blast ripped apart their car as they drove through 
Gaza City, said Fatah members, who blamed the deaths on Israel. 

AFP, Geneva

An immediate and massive global response based on 
12 key treatment and prevention measures could stop 
29 million new adult HIV infections by 2010, WHO and 
UN experts said. 

Implementing the full package by 2005 could cut 
new infections by 64 percent and lower the number of 
adults infected every year from more than four million 
to about 1.5 million, the international experts said in an 
article to be published in the British medical review The 
Lancet on Saturday. 

They warned that a three-year delay could reduce 
by 50 percent the number of new infections avoided. 

"Implementing these interventions immediately 
could avert many new infections and dramatically alter 
the course of the epidemic," Neff Walker, of the Joint 
United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS and one of 
the article's authors, said. 

The 12 interventions include mass media cam-
paigns, promotion and distribution of condoms in the 
public sector, voluntary counselling and testing, 
prevention of mother-to-child transmission and 
treatment of sexually transmitted infections. 

Over the first four years, the cost of the programme 
would be 8.4 billion dollars per year, but from 2005 

onwards the experts estimate the programme to cost 
4.8 billion dollars annually. 

The full cost of the programme until 2010 is esti-
mated to be 27 billion dollars, or about 1,000 dollars 
per infection averted. 

The experts acknowledge that implementing the 
package of measures presents many challenges, but 
believe that the goal of reducing prevalence levels by 
25 percent by 2010, as adopted at last year's UN 
special session on HIV/AIDS, can be met. 

The article warns that the proportion of infections 
averted in different countries would vary from 40 
percent in countries such as Senegal and Thailand 
which have a stable or declining prevalence, to 70 
percent in countries with rapidly growing epidemics 
such as Cameroon or China. 

The package also includes school- and workplace-
based programmes, peer counselling for sex workers, 
outreach to men who have sex with men and 
programmes for injecting drug users. 

However, it adds that the prevention package will 
only yield the promised results if it is combined with 
care and support programmes.

Prevention can stop 29m new 
HIV infections by 2010: UN 
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