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Run for kids

Under the ‘Run for Kids' pro-
gramme of Terre des hommes,
Serge and Nicole Roetheli arrived
in Dhaka on June 23, says a press
release.

The aim of the run is to raise
awareness on children rights as
well as to raise funds in Switzer-
land for the child-focussed proj-
ects of Terre des hommes and
local partners.

Serge and Nicole Roetheli en-
tered into Bangladesh through
‘Kurigram where they ran with over
100 children who are currently
learning vocational training skills
" thanks to local NGO Chhinnamu-
kul Bangladesh., The aim of the
training is to broaden their socio-
economic opportunities.

In Dhaka, they have visited the
street children programme ol
Aparajeyo Bangladesh. They ran
with over 40 street children in the
City.

After the run, Masha, an 11
year-old girl said “Let God fulfil
your mission; let God fulfil your
run for kids.”

Both in Dhaka and Kurigra,
kids were obviously enjoying very
much the experience of running to
promote their rights along with
Serge and Nicole.

BDR, BSF confce
today

BSS, Rajshahi

A Sector Commander level border
conference between Bangladesh
Rifles (BDR) and Indian Border
Security Force (BSF) will be held at
Charghat Dak Banglow here today,
BDR Rajshahi sector officials said.

Col Kazi Anwarul Islam, Sector
Commander, Rajshahi will lead a
five-member BDR team while AK
Ghosh, DIG, BSF will lead an
eight-member Indian delegation.

vVarious issues including killing
of innocent Bangladeshis by BSF,
border tension, smuggling and
illegal movement across the bor-
der, cattle lifting, trafficking of
drugs and arms and some other
bilateral matters are expected to
be discussed at the conference,
the sources said.

From Dhaka, they will fly to
Singapore to start running again
from there throughout Eastern
Asia, Australia and Latin America.
Serge is to run 40,000 km within 5
years.

Since early 2000, Serge has run
across nearly 30 countries accom-
panied by his wife on a motorbike.
He has run for over 17,000 km so
far.

Former Swiss boxing cham-
pion Serge Roetheli was born on
May 8, 1955, Since 1984, he has
been working as a mountain
guide. He adores sporting chal-
lenges and, above all, direct con-
tact with human beings and na-
fure.

At the beginning of 2000, just
before Terre des hommes’ 40"
anniversary, the Foundaton met
Serge and Nicole Roetheli. They
offered (o put their sporting abili-
ties at the service of children in the
context of their planned round-
the-world run. This twofold,
sporting and humanitarian part-
nership took the form of the “Run
for kids - Terre des hommes chal-
lenge.”

For 40 years, Terre des
hommes has been playing an ac-
tive role in providing aid for chil-
dren. As a humanitarian founda-
tion, it undertakes medical, social
and legal action on behalf of de-
prived children in 42 countries
throughout the world, both
through service delivery and advo-
cacy.

BNP demands
renamining of
Bangabandhu Agri

University
UNB, Gazipur

PHOTO. AFP

Villagers wade through floodwaters as they move their belongings to safer ground at Odlabari in Jalpaiguri dis-
trict, West Bengal, on Tuesday. Thousands have been affected by the floods and forced to take shelter at relief

camps.

Sylhet-London
direct flight
from next week

BSS, Dhaka

Biman Bangladesh Airlines is to
launch a direct flight service be-
tween Sylhet and London next
week.

State Minister for Civil Aviation
and Tourism Mir Mohammad
Nasiruddin took the initiative
during his London visit in Febru-
ary.,
A BSS report on Monday inad-
vertently said that the flight would
run between Dhaka and London.

Indian medicine
seized

BSS, Rajshahi

BDR men seized Indian smuggled
medicines worth about Tk 10 lakh
from a house at Bishwanathpur
village under Shibganj upazila of
( hapainwabganj district on Tues-
day night, -

Lhe selzed medicines were de-
posited 1o the local customs
authorities,

Sierra Leone praises Bangladesh troops

BSS y Freetown

Local BNP brought out a pro-
cession and held a meeting here
on Tuesday demanding renaming
of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman Agriculture University
and investigation into various
irregularities in the institution.

'he meeting held on the uni-
versity campus was addressed by
local leaders of BNP and Jubo Dal.
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President of Sierra Leone Ahmad
Tejan Kabbah has lauded the role
of Bangladeshi troops serving in
the United Nation's Mission in
Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL) and said
that apart from peacekeeping,
they are rendering social services
to integrate themselves with the
local communities.

The Sierra Leone president
made this observation when for-
eign Minister M Morshed Khan
called on him at his office on
Monday last, a foreign ministry
press release said yesterday.

President Ahmad Tejan Kab-
bah said that with a very success-
ful integration with local commu-
nities, Bangladeshi troops had
created the right ground for fur-
thering co-operation in the areas
ol development.

Morshed Khan expressed his
satisfaction as the Bangladeshi
peacekeepers succeeded in win-
ning the “minds and hearts” of the
people of Sierra Leone.

Relerring to Prime Minister
Khaleda Zia's personal interest in
this country, he said Bangladesh is
ready to cooperarte in'every areas il

we receive any such request from
slerra Leone,

He said agriculture, micro-
credit, non-formal education,
local government and training at
various institutions could be some
of the areas where Bangladesh
could provide assistance. Training
in Bangladesh Military Academy
(BMA) and other military and civil
institutions could be worked out,
he told the Sierra Leone president

Morshed Khan said model ag-
ricultural farms could be estab-
lished in each district replicating
Bangladesh-Sierra Leone Agricul-
tural Project which was estab-
lished at Magburaka with the help
ol the Bangladesh contingent,

he Foreign Minister wel-
comed any delegation from Sierra
Leone that could visit Bangladesh
l0 explore possible areas of co-
operation.

President Tejan concurred that
such wisits would be extremely
useful. They agreed that the
UNAMSIL should not be hurriedly
winded up before putting in place
necessary lrameworks

Special Representative of the
United 'Nalions '‘Secretary General

(SRSG) and senior officials of Si-
erra Leone were present during
the meeting,

Morshed Khan also called on the
Interior Minister designate and
presently Deputy Minister for
Defence of Sierra Leone,

The Sierra Leone minister
elaborated the risks associated
with the fragility of peace that
might lead to insecurity and insta-
bility in his country and the whole
sub-region.

Morshed Khan said the whole
sub-region should be treated as
one canvas for attaining lasting
peace. They discussed the possi-
bility of training of Sierra Leone
officials at civil and military insti-
tutions in Bangladesh.

He snvited the Sierra Leone
interior minister designate to visit
Bangladesh, which he gladly ac-
cepted.

Morshed Khan called on Fi-
nance Minister ] B Dauda. Recall-
ing the enormous social invest-
ments in Bangladesh and the re-
markable pProgress already
achievedt in various sectors, the
forejgn minister reiterated Bang-
ladush’s readiness and firm com-

mitment to- stand beside Sierra
Lone in its efforts for poverty alle-
viation and development.

They agreed that Bangladesh
and Sierra Lone could find many

areas where there could be
meaningful co-operation.
The Foreign Minister also

called on the Special Representa-
tive of the United Nations Secre-
tary General (SRSG) at the latter's
office. The SRSG praised the role
of Bangladesh in Sierra Leone,
particularly the role of Bangladesh
in the UNSC and the exemplary
performance of the contingent on
the ground at very critical times
[lor the UNAMSIL.

Karatoa threatens
Telipara project

BSS, pan hagarh

Unabated erosion by Karatoa river
has threatened the existence ol
elipara Irrigation Project (TIP) at
Debiganj upazila of the district,

Although, the Water Develop-
ment Board (WDB) has started
building a dam to protect the en-
dangered project, thousands of
panic-stricken people living there
apprehend whether the dam could
be completed before the next
monsoon

The project, Telipara Low Lift
Pump Station, was set up as a
small flood protection drainage
and irrigation project in 1967 in a
bid to boost farm output.

[he project was kicked off with
16 low lift pumps to irrigate some
25,000 hectares of land. But only
lour pumps are presently in op-
eration irrigating only 90 hectares

BAU first year
classes begin
on July 7

The orientation programme of the
first year students of the Bangla-
desh Agricultural University (BAU)
will be held on July 6, says a press
release,

Classes of the first year stu-

dents under six t'_dtulliru. of the

university will begin on July 7.

of land.

'he 17,000-foot long irngation
channel ol the project has three
sub-channels, comprising the
adjoining Sundardighi union

WDB engineers said if the irri-
gation project could be imple-
mented fully along with comple-
tion of the Nood protection dam,
farmers ol the region would be
able to produce huge additional
grains meelting the food shortage
ol the district,

['hev said thousands of acres ol
farmland covering Telipara, Dak-
teapara and Dararhat villages have
also been threatened by river ero-
sion.

Ol late, WDB has taken up a Tk
| crore scheme (o construct a 400-
meter dam to protect the projeci
and its nearby villages

Olficials said a 138-meter em-
bankment would be constructed
ininally at a cost of Tk 38 lakh
while completion of the rest of the
work depends on the availability
of lund

Meanwhile, local people de
manded immediate construction
of the embankment to protect the
project and villages [rom the river
Crosion

A scectuon ol local ]‘u'u|l|t_' al-
leged that construction of the dam
wias being delayed due to irregu-
larities in the construction of RCC
blocks.

3 Commit suicide
in Rajshahi

BSS, Rajshahi

Three persons, including two
housewives, committed suicide in

. Rajshahi district Tuesday night,

police sources said.

Nipa, 20, wile of Mukter Hos-
Sain of Kathalbara village under
Puthiya upazila, committed sui-
cide by takihg poison at her house.
She died at the local health com-
plex Tuesday night.

Rina, 22, wife of Abdur Rasul of
Sadhanpur village under Puthiya
upazila, committed suicide by
taking poison and died at the same
health complex.

Dulal Hossain, 35, son of
Rabiul Hossain of Dorapur village
under Baghmara wupazila, com-
mitted suicide by taking poison.

lhe motives behind the sui-
cides could not be known imme-
diately.

I'he bodies were sent to Ra-
jshahi Medical College morgue lor
autopsy. '

Separate UD cases were re-
corded with respective thanas.

Attack on UP

chairman in Feni
LUNB. Feni

I'wo people, including an act-
Ing union parishad chairman,
were Injured inoan attack near
Chhonua Bazar in Sadar upazila
on Monday

s

PHOTO AFP

Indian police arrest pro-independence activists in Srinagar yesterday during a demonstration by the Jammu and
Kashmir Liberation Front (JKLF) against a division of Jammu and Kashmir into three parts, The demand for tri-

furcation of the disputed state was recently made by right-wing Hindu groups.
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Bangladesh Power

Development Board

Amendment No. 01(one)
Dated 29-06-2002 against
Tender Enquiry No. Pur-
422/2002 Dated: 14-05-2002

The closing & opening
date of Tender Enquiry No.
Pur-422/2002 dated 14-05-
2002 is hereby extended up
to 15-07-2002 instead of 30-
06-2002 for supply of spare
parts for Baghabari 71 MW
Power Station.

“All  other terms &
conditions shall  remain
unchanged.

Director of Purchase
PDB, Dhaka

Biddut/Jan-2703(5)/01-02
GD-569

UNB, bhaka

Light to moderate rain or thundershowers accompanied by tempo-
rary gusty wind is likely to occur at many places over the country with
moderately heavy to heavy falls at places during the next 24 hours till
6pm today,

Day temperature may remain nearly unchanged during the
period, Met Office said.

Yesterday's highest temperature of 32.2 degree Celsius was
recorded atSyedpur and the lowest 0 24.7 degree Celsius at Feni.

“The sun sets in the capital at 6.50 pm today and rises at 5:16 am

tomorrow. )

The highest and lowest temperature and humidity recorded in
some major cities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town Temperature Humidityin
in Celsius percentage
Max Min Moming Evening
Dhaka 31.0 259 92 91
Chittagong 29.5 25.8 80 B3
Rajshahi 31.6 25.6 97 93
Khulna 30.0 25.0 97 90
Barisal 31.0 255 9 97
, Syl h_et 32.0 25.7 92 83
Cox's Bazar 28.5 25.6 100 93

PHOTO AFP
Pakistani Minister of State for Foreign Affairs, Inam-ul-Hagq (R) greets vis-
iting British Defence Secretary Geoff Hoon at Foreign office in Islamabad
yesterday. Hoon's visit is connected with efforts to defuse tension be-
tween India and Pakistan.
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