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RECOMMENDATIONSRECOMMENDATIONS

Satranji display
August 1 - 8
An exhibition of traditional Satranji 
by eminent satranji maker and 
promoter Shafiqul Alam Selim of 
Karupannya, Rangpur, starts at 
DRIK gallery at Dhanmondi in the 
city and is open to all from 3 to 8 
p.m. daily. Reputed performer 
Asaduzzaman Noor M.P. inaugu-
rates the display while puppeteer 
Saidul Haque Juise stays present 
as special guest in the opening 
ceremony.

Art exhibition
August 2 -15

Artist Fakrul Islam holds a solo 

exhibition of his works at the gallery 

of Alliance Francaise, complete 

schedule of which will soon be 

announced. 'Art is the best way to 

express emotion, love and personal 

attitude of oneself'  says Fakrul.

Fine arts 
exhibition
July 20- Aug 4
Renowned sculptor Rasa and his 
younger brother, Rajeeb Siddiky, a 
rising artist, hold a joint display of their 
creations of painting and sculpture at 
the 2nd floor gallery of National 
Museum in the city. The exhibition 
remains open to all everyday from 
10:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Children's 
painting
July 22 -August 8
Entitled Wasserwelten (Water world), 
an exhibition of paintings done by 
children from the schools of 'Shilpi 
Sultan Pathshala' and 'Surovi' of 
Dhaka, takes place at Goethe Institut 
in the city from 2 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
everyday except on Fridays and 
general holidays.

Exh ib i t ion  on  
French artist
July 5 - August 2

An exhibition of the works of French 

artist George de La Tour, observing 

his 350th death anniversary, 

continues at the Andre Malraux 

room of Alliance Francaise in the 

city. The exhibits include books on 

the artist and a majority of his 

famous works.
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CULTURE DESK

THE Goethe Institut at 
Dhanmondi in the city will 

be presenting a total of 30 origi-
nal posters on theatre perfor-
mances of Bertolt Brecht and 
his "Berliner Ensemble" at a 
display from July 12 at its exhi-
bition hall.
Bertolt Brecht was a German 
poet, playwright, and theatrical 

reformer whose epic theatre 
departed from the conventions 
of theatrical illusion and devel-
oped the drama as a social and 
ideological forum for leftist 
causes.   Until 1924 Brecht 
lived in Bavaria, where he was 
born, studied medicine (Mu-
nich, 1917-21), and served in 
an army hospital (1918). From 
this period date his first play, 
Baal (produced 1923); his first 

success, Trommeln in der 
Nacht (Kleist Preis, 1922; 
Drums in the Night); the poems 
and songs collected as

He wrote what he called 
"Lehr-stucke" ("exemplary 
plays") - badly didactic works for 
performance outside the ortho-
dox theatre--to music by Weill, 
Hindemith, and Hanns Eisler. In 
these years he developed his 
theory of "epic theatre" and an 
austere form of irregular verse. 
He also became a Marxist.   In 
1933 he went into exile--in 
Scandinavia (1933-41), mainly 
in Denmark, and then in the 
United States (1941-47), where 
he did some film work in 
Hollywood. In Germany his 
books were burned and his 
citizenship was withdrawn. He 
was cut off from the German 
theatre; but between 1937 and 
1941 he wrote most of his great 
plays, his major theoretical 
essays and dialogues, and 
many of the poems collected as 
Svendborger Gedichte (1939). 
The plays of these years 
became famous in the author's 
own and other productions.

The essence of his theory of 
drama, as revealed in this work, 
is the idea that a truly Marxist 
d r a m a  m u s t  a v o i d  t h e  
Aristotelian premise that the 
audience should be made to 
believe that what they are wit-
nessing is happening here and 
now. For he saw that if the audi-
ence really felt that the emo-
tions of heroes of the past--
Oedipus, or Lear, or Hamlet--
could equally have been their 
own reactions, then the Marxist 
idea that human nature is not 
constant but a result of chang-
ing historical conditions would 
automatically be invalidated. 
Brecht therefore argued that the 
theatre should not seek to make 

its audience believe in the pres-
ence of the characters on the 
stage--should not make it iden-
tify with them, but should rather 
follow the method of the epic 
poet's art, which is to make the 
audience realize that what it 
sees on the stage is merely an 
account of past events that it 
should watch with critical 
detachment. Hence, the "epic" 
(narrative, nondramatic) thea-
tre is based on detachment, on 
the Verfremdungseffekt (alien-
ation effect), achieved through 
a number of devices that remind 
the spectator that he is being 
presented with a demonstration 
of human behaviour in scientific 
spirit rather than with an illusion 
of reality, in short, that the thea-
tre is only a theatre and not the 
world itself.   

Brecht went to Berlin to help 
stage Mutter Courage und ihre 
Kinder (with his wife, Helene 
Weigel, in the title part) at 
Reinhardt's old Deutsches 
Theater in the Soviet sector. 
This led to formation of the 
Brechts' own company, the 
Berliner Ensemble, and to 
permanent return to Berlin. 
Henceforward the Ensemble 
and the staging of his own plays 

Illustrations of Bertolt Brecht's Theatre and Berliner Ensemble to be staged at 
Goethe Institut in the city

Exhibition

Brecht to arrive in town

The Berliner Ensemble was founded by Bertolt Brecht and Helene 
Weigel in 1949, following  the much acclaimed  production of his play 
Mother Courage. After Brecht's return from exile the company first 
worked at Wolfgang Langhoff's  Deutsches  Theater 
(Schumannstrasse). In 1954, it moved to its own home at the Theater 
am Schiffbauerdamm, a theater  with a lavish, neo-Baroque  interior 
that had survived the war without much damage and was home in 
1928 to the premiere of Brech's Threepenny Opera. Here Brecht 
directed his plays The Caucasian Chalk Circle and, together  with 
Erich Engel, The Life of Galileo. After Brecht's death in 1956, Helene 
Weigel continued as the company's artistic manage. When Ruth 
Berghaus became artistic director in the 1970s, there was a chance 
for  political and artistic  renewal. She directed Cement by Heiner 
Muller, much of whose work had been banned  until then from the 
GDR stages. 
In 1992, under the new artistic management of Matthias Langhoff, 
Fritz Marquardt, Heiner Muller, Peter Palitzsch, and Peter  Zadek, the 
Berliner Ensemble changed from a state-owned  theater into a private 
limited company subsidized  by the city government. 
 After reunification in 1990, the Ensemble was transformed  into a 
public  corporation with an enormous city subsidy and a collective 
management team of well-known directors. 
Claus Paymann, the provocative and successful manager of the 
Burgtheater  in Vienna was finally  appointed to the position and 
opened the theater  in January 2000.  

had first claim on Brecht's time. 
He had a great triumph at the 
Paris Theatre des Nations in 
1955, and in the same year in 
Moscow he received 'Stalin 
Peace Prize'. He died of a heart 
attack in East Berlin the follow-
ing year. 

Bertolt Brecht was, first, a 
superior poet, with a command 
of many styles and moods. As a 
playwright he was an intensive 
worker, a restless piecer-
together of ideas not always his 
own (The Threepenny Opera is 
based on John Gay's Beggar's 
Opera, and Edward II on 

Marlowe), a sardonic humorist, 
and a man of rare musical and 
visual awareness; but he was 
often bad at creating living char-
acters or at giving his plays 
tension and shape. As a pro-
ducer he liked lightness, clarity, 
and firmly knotted narrative 
sequence; a perfectionist, he 
forced the German theatre, 
against its nature, to underplay. 
As a theoretician he made prin-
ciples out of his preferences--
and even out of his faults.    

The Threepenny Opera, 
written and staged in 1928, soon 
became Brecht's first and great-
est  commercia l  success.  

Produced only two years after 
Brecht's famous work Man 
equals Man, the play represents 
a newstyle for Brecht. Whereas 
Man equals Man has its roots in 
Brecht's Augsburg youth and 
was developed from a variety of 
influences, The Threepenny 
Opera was written for a very 
specific purpose. Brecht chose 
not to alter the text as much as in 
other works and developed the 
plot into first a screenplay and 
then a novel. As such, the text 
remains tightly bound to the 
moment of Germanic history in 
which it was written. 

The exhibition ends on 
Bertolt Brecht

The Berliner Ensemble building
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TV GUIDE

PICK OF THE DAYTODAY'S HIGHLIGHTS

On HBO 
at 10:00 p.m. Hangman. When a wacked-out 
serial killer begins playing a deadly, all-too-real 
game of Hangman with the local police, detective 
Nick Roos joins up with beautiful psychiatrist 
Grace Mitchell in an attempt to solve the case. 
But can Roos come to a conclusion before Mitch-
ell becomes the next victim. The puzzle plays out 
amidst a garish array of bloody clues and video-
taped murders as the duo races against time to 
corner the killer before the game comes to a 
shocking end.

Ekushey at 8:05p.m. Adventure Bangladesh. 
This episode of the program will show Aakher gari 
of Chuadanga, sugar mill and rest house of 
Darshana, Narail gate, Jamidar bari's ghat and 
artist S.M. Sultan's residence at Narail, Sultan's 
boat and also an interview of the adopted daughter 
of the famous artist of Bangladesh. Shyamnagar 
Jamindar bari, Kali temple, mosque and wheeled 
helicopter.

Star Movies at 7:00 p.m.While you were 
sleeping. Lucy is a happy-go-lucky ticket seller in 
love with a commuter she does not know. One 
day, the man is mugged and lapses into a coma. 
When Lucy goes to visit him at the hospital, the 
nurse tells the victim's family that Lucy is his 
fiancée. She doesn't have the heart to tell the 
family the truth, and gets into even more trouble.

Star Movies at 12:00 p.m. Renegades.
 A bitter young cop teams up with a Lakota
 Indian tribesman to recover a precious 
religious relic and to capture the gangsters
 who have wreaked havoc on
 both their families.
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