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Some 200 teachers, students, environmentalists, NGO workers and conscious citizens under the banner of

e

Bangladesh Paribesh Andolon staged a protest rally at Ashuliyain the city yesterday.
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BTTB cell phone

scheme in limbo

MUSTAK HOSSAIN

The cell phone project of the
Bangladesh Telegraph and
Telephone Board (BTTB) has hit a
snag, as the Executive Commuttee of
the National Economic Council
(ECNEC) finds it uneconomic and
unrealistic.

Instead of spending Tk 2,500
crore on ten lakh cell phones, the
BTTB should come down to earth,
reducing its number to 2.5 lakh, the
ECNECDbelieves

However, the BTTB experts said
that there is a huge demand for cell
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Amu chargesheeted

in 2 graft cases
COURT CORRESPONDENT

Police yesterday pressed charges in
two graft cases against former food
minister Amir Hossain Amu.

Investigation officers (10s) of the
cases submitied the charge sheets to
the Chief Metropolitan Magistrate's
Court, Dhaka.

In the first case filed with Ramna
Police Station, it has been alleged
that on July 15 last year, the last day
ol the Awami League government,
Amu gave instructions through

SEE PAGE 11 COL 1

phones that have a potential 1o
return the investment by six vears.
"The project will help reduce the

demand for telephones to a greater |

extent,” BITB Chairman SAITM
Badrul Haque told The Daily Star.
[he BTTB i1s optimistic about the
project, which has created much
enthusiasmamong people, he said.
Yet, the ECNEC hinds the project
unrealistic because the ten lakh
GSM (global system of mobile)
phones project seeks provisions for
very hi-tech and futuristic mobile
virtual private network (MVPN),

SEE PAGE 11 COL 7

AL procession
dispersed

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Police fired tear gas canisters and
used batonstodisperse a procession
in the city brought out by the city
unit of the Awami League yesterday.

\ party press release said police
intercepted the procession of the
city AL leaders and workers follow-
ing a protest rally held in front of the
party’'s central office at the
BangabandhuAvenue.

Senior AL leaders Tofail Ahmed
and Motia Chowdhury and other

SEE PAGE 11 COL 7
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Protesters
ask govt
to save
Ashuliya

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A protest rally at Ashuliya yesterday
urged the government to act fast to
save the low-lying lands from being
plundered by developers.

some 200 teachers, students,
environmentalists, NGO workers
and a host of eminent and environ-
mentally conscious citizens under
the banner of Bangladesh Paribesh
Andolon urged the government to
protect the llood-llow zone and give
the city dwellers their right to breath
[resh air.

A big developer has recently
engaged more than 200 dredgers (o
il up the entire low lands ol
Ashuliya, a designated flood-flow
zone, for constructing a housing
complex.

Following recent reports pub-
lished in The Daily Star, the govemn-
ment stopped the earth hilling oper-
ation. The reports revealed that il
Ashuliya was filled up, ecology of the
entire region would be affected. At
least three cases under the wetland
protection act were filed with the
Savar Police Station, accusing the
managing director and chairman of
the Jamuna Group of Industries ol
grabbing publicland and filling itup

SEE PAGE 11 COL }§
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From now it's not cash,

Secure. Convenient. Reliable

but

Withdraw cash

from ATM at any time.

Customers may know their present

Lawmakers belonging to the main opposition Awami League (AL) are ‘eager’
torejoin the current session of the Jatiya Sangsad to speak on issues of public
interestdespite renewed 'political harassment' of party leaders and workers.

Sources in the AL told The Daily Star yesterday that party lawmakers are
eager’ torejoin the House when its session resumes on July 7 after a recess of
more than one week following passage of the national budget for fiscal 2002-
03 on June 29. The party boycotted the budget passage sittings of the House
in protest against ‘less than normal time' allocated to the opposition law-
makers, butitdid notsayitwould notjoin the session altogether, they noted.

Arrest without warrant of a party nominee in the city in the last parlia-
mentary polls on Saturday once again irked the AL leadership who has been
complaining of "political persecution’ of party leaders and activists since the
BNP-led alliance took office eight months ago.

AL has already called a half-day hartal call in the capital on July 4in protest
against the arrest of Sayeed Khokon,

Inastatement yesterday, AL President Sheikh Hasina alleged that another
party nominee in the last polls -- Abdullah Al Islam Jacob from Bhola-- was
arrested and implicated in a murder case as part of a conspiracy,

“We are moving very much in a positive direction as n:gurd':s rejoining the
House. Let us see how does the government behave with us on the coming
hartal day,” saidasenior ALleader on condition of anonymity.

The AL Parliamentary Party (ALPP) might meet before the House resumes
its session to work out its strategy for the coming sittings, opposition whip Lt.
Col.(Rtd) Faroog Khantold this correspondent.

AL lawmakers have already submitted many call attention notices and
notces for adjournment motions to discuss various issues ranging from the
law and order situation' to the recent exit of AQM Badruddoza Chowdhury
from the oflice of president. :

Sources hinted thatresuming on July 7, the third session of the 8th parlia

SEE PAGE 11 COL 3

Housewite murdered
allegedly by husband

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A young housewife was killed alleg-
edly by her husband in the city's
Ramna area in the early hours of
yesterday.

Noor Jahan Akrar Bakul, 21,
daughter of Noor Mochammad, was
found dead at her Topkhana Road
residence situated on the ground
floor of Hotel Al Jewel owned by her
husband Alhaj Rashid Jewel, sources
said.

The body was taken to the Holy
Family Red Crescent Hospital and
later to the Dhaka Medical College
Hospital (DMCH) where attending
doctors declared her dead at about
l:45amyesterday.

Inquest report indicated stran-
gulation as the possible cause ol
death. There were marks of bruises
on her handsand around the neck.

* Bakul's father Noor Mohammad

Noor Jahan Aktar Bakul

claimed that his daughter was stran-
gled by Rashid, who, he said, fre-
quently tortured Bakul on account
of dowry and did not allow her 1o
visit her parental house. He said

SEE PAGE 11 COL 3

Flair wins over ethics

AFP, Yokohama now technical director ol
European football's governing
body UEFA.

"Brazil's style is still the
opposite. They take high risks, with
the attitude that they will do
enoughin attacktowin matches."

Thar Brazil were to provide an
artistic edge came as a surprise.
Their coach Luiz Felipe Scolari had
said before the tournament that he
would make his team play "ugly
football’ if he thought it gave them
abetter chance of winning,

Yet through the twinkling feet of
Ronaldinho, the panther-like
presence of Rivaldo and the

Disciplined teamwork rather than
[lair may have been the hallmark of
so many teams at the World Cup --
but in the end it was the individual
genius of Brazil's footballers that
won the day.

South Korea, Denmark, the
[Inited States, Sweden and Turkey
were among sides who enjoyed
successful campaigns on the back
of a fierce collective spirit alhied
with skill as other, supposedly
superior, teams fell by the wayside.

But as Germany found out
against a Ronaldo-inspired Brazil
in Sunday'’s final, organisation and finishing of Ronaldo, Brazil bore
efficiency can sometimesonly take  more than a passing resemblance
you 50 far. The instinctive creative to their celebrated teams of
football that has been Brazil's yvesteryear as [h(-j" chinched a
legacy prevailed. record lifth title,

"Many teams make use of The comeback of Ronaldo was

discipline and organisation 10 themostheartwarmingstory of the
minimise risks,” saild former tournament.

Scotland manager Andy Roxburgh, SEE PAGE 11 COL 4

condemns
Jacob's
arrest

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Leader of the Opposition in parlia-
ment and Awami League president
Sheikh Hasina has condemned the
arrest of Abdullah Al Islam Jacob, an
AL nominee from Bhola-4 constitu-
ency in the last parliamentary polls,
saying that Jacob has been falsely
implicated in the Kaikobad murder
case and tortured under police
custody.

In a statement yesterday, the
opposition leader claimed that it
was evident from press reports and
statements of Kaikobad"s father and
brothers as well as other witnesses
that criminals belonging to the BNP
wereinvolvedin his murder.

"Kaikobad had to die prema-
turely due to internal conspiracy of
the BNP. Jacob's name was not even
in the FIR registered with the thana.
Jacob has fallen victim to a conspir-
acy of the BNP-Jamaar alliance
government,” Hasina said in her
statement,

She further alleged that barbaric
tortures were unleashed on Jacob by

SEE PAGE 11 COL 1
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A police officer disconnects the cable of a loudspeaker at an Awami League

protest rally at the party central office on the Bangabandhu Avenue in the
city yesterday.

balance at any time from the machine.

Clients of IBBL may deposit their monthly
installments of Hajj Savings Account,
Mudaraba Special Savings (pension) Account,
Mudaraba Muhor Savings Scheme and
Household Durables Scheme through ATM.

BTTB and Grameen Phone bill can be paid by ATM.

Utitility bills like Sheba Phone, WASA, TITAS, DESA
etc, can be paid through ATM in course of time.

For details, please contact with any Branch of the Bank or

 Card Cell, Information Technology Division, Islami Bank Bangladesh Limited
Head Office: [slami Bank Tower, 40, Dilkusha Commercial Area, Dhaka-1000 Phone: 9559418, 9563046-9/164
E-mail: ibbl@agni com, ibbl@ncll.com, Web-site; www.islamibankbd.com

T ol 39 ples tpi
- [ w b L
L IRRRY s e e W ! By
€l Wit e %" '
f b l._-r " o
y ™ .-’-”‘_-.- |;"-"_,-
“ " . g g
; -~ W s h 5 e p-:".. f};;, ":-‘f"" ':;.afﬁ'
5, . . Pty o i
- M e 1 g Foie i L v
: T R 5 e
. . J o b — - .. . r Mg Wil ¥ |-" LJ._...R- , ; ‘_'_.;r- -IT'-‘
Pioneer in Welfare Banking
g AN Bt 5y W ra . i B e - - L o e - e
A o g T =y Ol O e, o & B ¥
. ’ ’rL L - ",ﬁ\, = .1- -3 .ﬂ”- -\{ ‘:“-ﬁ‘ o ’ ol :l_ J K K
. ; ' ,. Fy s i:'ql.f J v ._,.!-;ﬁ'b"j. - f ::i ll'-'.'i* ; -~ .;‘ r
F g o e - , = s — ) = i
o ] *‘ ‘.Fl‘-.‘ - -'__‘_-: " 1;. ‘:E- q 'l";!r-'ti :-ﬁ rj b

CEE
L1l
" -

ot b . TN ? ! t
i i L &_n.- _.‘: i “,‘- - .-': :"“ I‘! l':"

_ % 3 “rﬂ;‘ -. ?

s . ‘- o "
..' '. M .i. ! I F
Ishm : a “’.I

> C ot g . sk XY
3 o > = & : & 2 .

[ r 1 i L] 4 iy it :

k ; N4 - o4 o~ :
P P % ' . Ay
4 ¥ .

S i N R TR ) e
AR TR = Caks

f

e o gl " ) P -'.'..-. = : -. ; -.'? ced g, - _--_-1- -
g M
o -y N RS = =y Ts - ] >

There are
Many Sides
to a Story

The News Today. A cutting-edge broadsheet English
daily for the new millenium. Bringing you bold, gritty
journalism and independent views and commentary on
events that shape our world. Put together by people with

vast experience in the business of bringing news to you.
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Currency

notes seized
at ZIA

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A team ol customs olficials at the Zia
International Airport vesterday
seized foreign and local currency
notes worth Tk 30 lakh from an
Oulgoing passenger.

Led by Assistant Comimissioner
Khondokar Aftab Zahan, the team
intercepted Mohammad Raihan
(passport No. R-0015954), when he
was heading for the security board-
ing bridge in the early hours.

The oflicials took him to the
customs office and seized the
money from him.

Raihan, son of Mohammud
Nurul Islam in Noakhali, was sched-
uled to fly to Dubai on a Biman
flight,

Later, the officials handed him
over to the Airport police. A case was
liled in this regard.
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